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OFFICIAL  DOCUMENT,  No.  B. 


REPORT 


Siiperiiiieiident  of  Public  Instruction. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  December  3,  1907. 

To  His  Excellency  Edwin  S.  Stuart,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Public  Instruction  for  the  school  year  ending  June  3,  1907,  being  the 
seventy-fourth  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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OFFICIAL.  DOCUMENT,  No.  5. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENHSILVANIA, 

Department  ol  Putitic  InstructioD. 


To  the  Senate  and  Ilonse  of  Representatives, 

Gentlemen:  Education  has  been  called  the  common  religion  of 
the  American  people.  It  is  the  one  thing  in  which  we  all  believe, 
and  for  which  we  should  all  be  willing  to  make  sacrifices.  The  ap- 
propriation by  the  last  legislature  for  the  support  of  the  public 
schools  was  three  million  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  excess 
of  the  appropriation  made  in  1905.  No  sooner  was  it  known  that 
the  biennial  school  appropriation  was  to  be  increased  to  fifteen  mil- 
lion dollars  than  the  leaders  in  the  House  and  Senate  took  steps  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  the  blunder  which  was  made  by  some  boards 
of  school  directors,  when  the  annual  appropriation  was  increased 
from  two  to  five  million  dollars.  In  far  too  many  school  districts 
there  was  no  increase  of  teachers'  salaries,  and  no  lessening  of  the 
tax  rate,  but  the  increased  appropriation  was  spent  upon  relief  maps, 
mathematical  blocks,  expensive  charts  and  other  apparatus  which 
proved  to  be  of  little  value  to  either  teacher  or  pupil.  To  prevent 
the  recurrence  of  this  blunder,  a  new  minimum  salary  act  which  had 
slumbered  for  weeks  upon  the  postponed  third  reading  calendar,  was 
passed  by  a  large  majority  in  the  House  and  by  a  decisive  majority 
in  the  Senate,  and  was  approved  by  the  Governor. 

Seventy-five  thousand  dollars  were  added  to  the  amount  heretofore 
appropriated  in  aid  of  township  high  schools,  making  the  total  two 
hundred  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  for  two  years;  and  an  equal 
amount  (two  hundred  seventy-five  thousand  dollars)  was  set  apart  in 
aid   of  borough  high   schools. 

To. the  regret  of  the  State's  most  progressive  educators,  the  salar- 
ies of  the  county  superintendents,  which  for  many  years  had  been  a 
separate  item  in  the  General  Appropriation  Act,  were  taken  out  of 
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the  biennial  appropriation  of  fifteen  million  dollars.  Nevertheless, 
after  deducting  these  several  amounts  from  the  increased  appro- 
priation, there  will  still  remain  a  sum  in  excess  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  be  distributed  in  the  usual  way.  Hence  every 
district  that  complies  with  the  school  laws,  and  has  not  suffered  a 
decrease  of  population  will  receive  a  larger  appropriation  in  1908 
than  was  paid  to  it  in  1907. 

Under  the  stimulus  of  the  appropriation,  the  number  of  township 
high  schools  has  reached  three  hundred.  The  total  number  of  high 
schools  reported  by  the  superintendents  is  eight  hundred  forty.  Here- 
tofore the  chief  aim  of  the  Department  was  to  call  high  schools  into 
existence;  hereafter  the  aim  must  be  to  increase  their  efficiency.  A 
careful  and  conscientious  inspection  of  these  high  schools  by  trained 
experts  will  systematize  the  work  and  establish  proper  standards 
of  admission,  instruction  and  graduation. 

THE  COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

There  are  certain  essentials  which  should  be  found  in  every  course 
of  study.  No  child  should  leave  the  public  schools  without  learning 
how  to  live  and  behave.  Hygiene  and  morals  are  of  prime  importance 
in  fitting  the  pupil  for  complete  living.  The  laws  of  health  and  the 
principles  of  morality  should  be  taught  by  precept  and  example  as  a 
preparation  for  citizenship  in  a  republic  and  for  residence  in  a  civi- 
lized community. 

The  school  was  originally  established  and  will  always  be  main- 
tained for  the  purpose  of  making  ignorance  and  illiteracy  impossible. 
Reading,  writing  and  reckoning,  accuracy  in  keeping  accounts  and 
in  the  addition  of  a  column  of  figures  in  a  ledger,  the  ability  to  en- 
joy a  good  book  and  to  write  a  correct  letter,  the  development  of  the 
reading  habit  and  the  library  habit,  a  knowledge  of  the  English  lan- 
guage, of  our  free  institutions  in  their  origin  and  history,  and  ofthe 
fundamental  ideas  of  geography,  so  as  to  enable  one  to  consult  a  map 
and  grasp  a  route  of  travel — these  are  essentials  in  the  education  of 
the  individual  which  should  not  be  omitted  from  the  course  of  study 
for  the  sake  of  solving  any  of  the  later  problems  that  have  been 
shied  at  our  public  schools. 

SPECIFIC  PREPARATION  FOR  A  VOCATION. 

Absolute  uniformity  in  our  courses  of  study  is,  however,  neither 
possible  nor  desirable,  in  view  of  the  diversified  interests  and  indus- 
tries of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania.  To  say  nothing  of  differences  in 
the  length  of  the  school  term  and  differences  due  to  speech,  ancestry, 
nationality  and  future  occupations,  the  schools  in  our  cities  should 
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lay  iitic'ss  upon  domestic  science,  manual  training  and  commercial 
education,  whilst  the  schools  in  the  country  should  give  instruction 
suited  to  (he  futuie  needs  of  (lie  boys  and  gills  who  will  gpend  their 
days  upon  the  farm. 

AGKICULTUKE  IN  THE  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Nature  study  and  school  gardens  have  been  successfully  tried  in 
the  elementary  schools;  and  agriculture  has  been  made  a  teachable 
subject  in  our  laudgrant  colleges.  But  there  is  a  gap  in  our  high 
schools.  More  than  a  million  of  our  population  are  engaged  in  the 
tilling  of  the  soil.  The  entire  civilized  world  is  now  trying  to  solve 
the  question  of  teaching  agriculture  in  the  secondary  schools.  Penn- 
sylvania has  three  hundred  township  high  schools  and  in  every  one 
of  these  there  should  be  an  eifort  to  impart  the  knowledge  which 
lies  at  the  basis  of  successful  husbandry. 

This  instruction  will  require  additional  preparation  on  the  part 
of  those  who  teach.  To  train  a  new  generation  of  teachers  who  shall 
be  specialists  in  agriculture  is  manifestly  impossible.  A  far  more 
feasible  plan  is  to  add  to  the  attainments  of  those  who  are  already 
skilful  teachers  the  knowledge  which  the  boy  and  girl  need  for  their 
vocations  on  the  farm.  The  State  now  aids  in  maintaining  three 
summer  schools,  at  Ebensburg,  Pocono  Pines  and  Mt.  Gretna.  At 
each  of  these  schools  an  opportunity  will  be  given  to  those  who  wish 
to  learn  what  can  be  done  in  teaching  the  elements  of  agriculture 
without  an  expensive  equipment.  At  no  distant  day  provision  should 
be  made  at  the  State  College  for  summer  school  instruction  in  the 
midst  of  the  si)lendid  facilities  now  offered  in  the  new  agricultural 
buildings  which  the  State  has  furnished  the  means  to  erect. 

In  a  season  of  panic  many  are  in  the  dilemma  of  the  unjust  steward 
who  exclaimed:  ''I  can  not  dig;  to  beg  I  am  ashamed."  Crime  or 
begging,  in  spite  of  the  shame,  are  the  only  alternatives  open  to 
those  who  have  never  learned  how  to  get  a  livelihood  from  the 
soil. 

THE  MINIMUM  SALARY  ACT. 

No  other  legislation  has  reached  the  remotest  districts  of  the  State 
like  the  minimum  salary  act.  It  will  take  away  from  the  General 
School  Appropriation  eight  hundred  fifty-six  thousand  dollars.  The 
effect  has  been  to  raise  the  compensation  of  teachers  more  nearly 
to  a  living  basis.  Said  a  farmer  to  the  county  superintendent:  "Now 
that  the  teachers  are  getting  increased  w^iges,  we  shall,  of  course 
have  much  better  schools.''  To  this  sarcasm  the  superintendent  re- 
plied: ''You  used  to  sell  me  oats  at  thirty-five  cents  per  bushel;  for 
the  last  oats  you  charged  me  seventy  cents  a  bushel.    I  suppose  the 
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latter  oats  were  twice  as  good  as  the  former."  It  helped  th.,  caviler 
to  realize  that  the  price  of  good  teaching  has  gone  up  like  the  price 
of  cereals  and  other  marketable  products. 

It  is  possible  that  some  schools  will  not  be  better  taught  by  rea- 
son of  the  advance  of  teachers'  salaries,  but  the  tonic  effect  of  the 
increase  will  be  felt  throughout  the  entire  school  system.  It  will 
necessitate  an  advance  in  districts  in  which  domestics  were  earning 
better  wages  than  those  in  charge  of  the  schools. 

The  legislatures  of  all  the  States  have  assumed  that  education  is 
primarily  an  affair  not  of  the  municipality,  but  of  the  Common- 
wealth, and  hence  have  never  hesitated  to  enact  any  legislation  which 
seem.ed  to  improve  the  public  schools.  Salaries  are  the  last  to  ad- 
vance, and  those  who  live  on  a  salary  see  hard  times  when  the  cost 
of  living  advances  with  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country. 
Wages  always  rise  before  salaries,  and  the  State  has  a  right  to  say 
how  its  appropriations  shall  be  used.  If  the  schools  do  not  improve 
under  the  minimum  salary  law,  the  blame  must  be  laid  at  the  door 
of  those  who  select  the  teachers.  The  districts  which  send  an  expert, 
in  the  person  of  the  superintendent,  or  principal,  to  select  new 
teachers  invariably  have  the  best  schools  and  get  the  best  return  for 
the  money  spent  upon  the  schools. 

COMPULSORY  ATTENDANCE  AT  SCHOOL. 

The  courts  of  Philadelphia  have  declared  the  most  essential  fea- 
tures of  the  present  Child  Labor  Law  unconstitutional,  and  the  Fac- 
tory Inspector  now  issues  a  working  certificate  which  does  not  re- 
quire of  the  applicant  ability  to  read  and  write.  It  is,  therefore,  im- 
portant that  the  attendance  officers  avail  themselves  of  the  new 
power  vested  in  them  by  the  amendments  of  the  compulsory  school 
law.  The  amendment  in  the  Act  of  May  29,  1907,  authorizes  the 
attendance  officer  to  enter  any  place,  wherein  any  gainful  occupation 
is  carried  on,  to  ascertain  whether  any  children  who  should  legally 
be  at  school  are  employed  therein,  and  prescribes  methods  of  pro- 
cedure and  penalties  in  case  of  violation  of  the  law.  The  amend- 
ment contained  in  the  Act  of  May  29,  1907,  raises  the  age  at  which  a 
pupil  may  quit  school  and  go  to  work,  to  fourteen  years.  This  new 
power  has  been  used  with  good  effect  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  atten- 
dance officers  throughout  the  State  are  urged  to  use  this  power  of 
entering  mines  and  factories  to  find  the  children  who  go  to  work  be- 
fore attaining  the  legal  age. 

The  failure  to  reconcile  the  vaccination  law  with  the  compulsory 
school  law  leaves  the  attendance  officer  powerless,  whenever  the 
parents  refuse  to  have  their  children  vaccinated.    Either  vaccination 
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should  be  made  compulsory,  or  the  State  should  make  provision  for 
the  hundreds  of  children  who  are  growing  up  in  ignorance  and  illiter- 
acy because  their  parents  neglect  or  refuse  to  have  them  vaccinated. 

THE  SCHOOL  AND  THE  PEACE  MOVEMENT. 

Recently  the  teachers  of  France  passed  a  resolution  that  hereafter 
they  would  observe  the  22nd  of  February  and  the  18th  of  May.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  see  why  the  educators  of  the  third  French  Republic 
should  feel  interested  in  Washington's  Birthday,  but  the  reason  for 
th(»  observance  of  the  18th  of  May  is  not  clear  to  the  average 
American  until  he  is  reminded  of  the  fact  that  the  First  Peace  Con- 
ference at  the  Hague  met  for  the  first  time  on  May  18,  1899.  Since 
that  day  forty-five  treaties  have  been  made  between  various  nations 
binding  them  hereafter  to  settle  their  disputes  by  international  arbi- 
tration. The  school  can  aid  this  peace  movement  by  creating  senti- 
ment against  the  appeal  to  arms  whenever  a  dispute  arises  with 
another  nation.  All  rulers  hesitate  to  begin  an  unpopular  war. 
Wars  for  spoils,  for  tribute,  for  the  gratification  of  personal  ambi- 
tion, or  for  the  purpose  of  territorial  aggrandizement  should  be  con- 
demned by  both  teacher  and  pupil.  The  instruction  in  history  should 
glorify  the  victories  of  peace  above  the  victories  of  war.  The  pupil 
should  be  made  to  see  that  movements  for  the  uplifting  of  humanity 
are  of  far  more  consequence  than  the  shedding  of  blood  and  the 
winning  of  battles,  either  by  land  or  by  sea.  That  which  makes  life 
worth  living  is  found  not  in  the  wearing  of  a  uniform  nor  in  the  pos- 
session of  martial  glory,  but  in  the  personal  relations  which  human 
beings  sustain  to  one  another  and  to  their  Maker. 

Not  only  should  the  18th  of  May  be  observed  as  the  anniversary 
of  a  day  that  marks  an  epoch  in  the  peace  movement,  but  history 
should  be  taught  in  such  a  way  that  the  arts  of  peace  will  be  magni- 
fied above  the  arts  of  war,  and  that  the  pupil  will  write  the  name  of 
the  inventor,  the  artist,  the  philanthropist,  the  jurist,  the  educator 
and  the  statesman  in  the  temple  of  fame  in  a  place  as  conspicuous  as 
that  occupied  by  the  victorious  admiral,  or  the  successful  general.  As 
soon  as  the  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  public  schools  fully  realize 
that  the  farmer  who  teaches  others  how  to  select  their  seed-corn  and 
thereby  adds  millions  to  the  production  of  the  corn  belt,  is  as  great  a 
benefactor  as  any  officer  that  ever  led  an  army  to  battle;  that  the 
woman  who  enters  the  hospital  as  a  nurse  displays  as  much  heroism 
as  the  soldier  who  faces  the  cannon's  mouth,  we  shall  have  a  public 
sentiment  that  will  prevent  the  use  of  the  army  and  the  navy,  except 
for  police  purposes,  or  for  national  defence. 
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THE  EDUCATIONAL  COMMISSION. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  an  Educational  Com- 
mission justifies  a  retrospective  glance  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  growth  of  the  public  school  system  and  the  progress  of 
education  in  renusylvania.    The  following  facts  are  significant: 

1.  In  two  decades  the  biennial  appropriation  for  school  purposes 
has  risen  from  two  million  dollars  to  fifteen  million  dollars.  From 
1874  to  1S87  the  annual  appropriation  was  one  million  dollars,  which 
is  the  minimum  specified  by  our  State  Constitution.  In  1887  a  half 
million  was  added  for  each  of  two  years;  and  in  1889  another  half 
million  was  added,  making  the  amount  two  million  dollars,  which 
was  distributed  among  the  school  districts  during  each  of  the  two 
years  1890  and  1891.  Five  millions  for  school  purposes  were  paid 
out  of  the  State  Treasury  for  the  first  time  in  1892;  and  the  next 
legislature  added  a  half  million  to  enable  the  school  boards  to 
furnish  free  text  books  and  supplies  to  all  pupils  in  the  public  schools, 
including  high  schools.  In  1907  the  legislature  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  Commonv.ealth  raised  the  annual  appropriation  to 
seven  and  a  half  million  dollars. 

2.  The  first  specific  appropriation  in  aid  of  township  high  schools 
was  made  in  1901,  amounting  to  the  modest  sum  of  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  for  each  of  two  years.  The  legislature  of  1907  set  apart 
two  hundred  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  in  aid  of  township  high 
schools  and  the  same  amount  in  aid  of  borough  high  schools. 

3.  In  1887  the  average  salary  of  male  teachers  was  thirty-eight 
dollars  and  fifty-three  cents  and  of  female  teachers  twenty-nine 
dollars  and  eighty-six  cents.  In  190G  the  corresponding  amounts 
were  fifty-four  dollars  and  forty-six  cents  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and 
ninety-eight  cents. 

In  1903  a  salary  act  was  passed  fixing  the  minimum  salary  at 
thirt3^-five  dollars  per  month.  In  1907  a  minimum  salary  law  was 
enacted,  fixing  fifty  dollars  per  month  as  the  lowest  salary  which 
can  be  paid  to  a  teacher  holding  a  professional  or  permanent  certifi- 
cate and  an  additional  certificate  of  proficiency  in  teaching  during 
two  years,  and  forty  dollars  per  month  as  the  minimum  which  can 
be  paid  to  a  teacher  lacking  these  qualifications.  The  State  now 
comes  to  the  rescue  of  the  poorer  districts  by  paying  the  excess  of 
these  minimum  salaries  above  the  salaries  paid  in  1906. 

4.  In  1887  the  total  expenditures  for  school  purposes  were  flO,- 
129,732.94;  in  190G  they  Avere  .f 31, 067,304.64. 

5.  In  1887  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  aggregated  |5,878,749.78; 
in  1906  115,796,954.03. 

6.  To  these  evidences  of  progress  in  the  expenditures  for  public 
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cHlucation  may  bo  added  (he  gradual  k'ngtlieiiiiig  of  the  school  term. 
The  Act  of  May  8,  1854,  lixed  the  miiiiiuu.iii  term  at  four  months,  and 
so  it  continued  for  eighteen  years.  By  (he  Act  of  April  9,  1872,  it 
was  extended  to  five  months,  and  so  it  continued  until  1887,  when  it 
was  raised  to  six  months,  and  since  1899  it  has  been  seven  months. 
The  average;  term  in  1887  was  0.71  months;  in  19U6  it  was  8.16. 
These  figures  do  not  include  Philadelphia;  including  Philadelphia 
the  average  term  was  8.40  months.  Moreover,  an  act  fixing  a  defi- 
nite school  month  of  twenty  days  prevents  the  shortening  of  the^term 
by  counting  holidays,  or  by  the  week  of  institute,  or  by  some  other 
contingency. 

7.  Other  evidences  of  growth,  if  not  of  progress,  are  found  in 
the  total  attendance  of  pupils  and  in  the  number  of  male  and  female 
teachers  employed: 

1886.  1906. 

Total  number  of  pupils, 928,621     1,225,888 

Average  attendance,    669,732       933,441 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 23,822         33,449 

Male  teachers,   9,135  7,595 

Female  teachers,   14,687         25,854 

In  this  comparison,  we  should  not  ignore  the  fact  that  in  1887 
there  was  no  law  making  attendance  at  school  compulsory;  nor  was 
there  any  law  excluding  unvaccinated  children  from  public,  private, 
parochial  and  Sunday  schools. 

The  Joint  Resolution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  Educa- 
tional Commission  is  in  itself  an  evidence  of  progress.  It  shows  that 
in  spite  of  the  marvelous  advancement  of  the  last  two  decades,  our 
legislature  aims  at  still  greater  efficiency  in  the  instruction  of  the 
children,  and  in  the  management  of  our  public  schools.  Discontent 
alwaj^s  exists  and  may  be  traced  to  various  causes.  There  are  people 
in  every  community  who  are  always  dissatisfied  with  what  they 
have,  and  who  always  want  the  other  thing,  even  though  they  can 
not  define  clearly  what  the  thing  is  which  they  want.  Then  there  is 
another  class  whose  children  for  some  reason  fail  to  keep  up  with 
the  classes  in  the  public  schools.  It  matters  not  whether  this  failure 
is  due  to  lack  of  talent,  or  to  unfavorable  influences  in  the  home,  or 
to  bad  companions  upon  the  street,  the  school  is  blamed  for  every- 
thing that  goes  wrong  in  the  development  of  the  child.  Sometimes, 
and  far  too  often,  the  failure  is  due  to  inefficient  teachers,  or  to  an 
ill-adjusted  curriculum,  or  to  some  other  defect  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  school.  The  number  of  skilful  teachers  is  not  nearly  so 
large  as  many  suppose,  and  the  child  that  does  not  have  one  really 
good  teacher  in  its  entire  school  career  deserves  pity  as  well  as  sym- 
pathy.   Good  schools  cost  money;  and  in  many  instances  the  child 
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gets  only  that  which  the  public  is  willing  to  pay  for.  Nevertheless, 
in  the  interest  of  the  children  who  will  shape  the  destinies  of  the  re- 
public, it  is  a  patriotic  duty  to  make  the  schools  the  very  best  which 
taxation,  legislation,  supervision  and  skilful  teaching  can  secure. 
Out  of  the  large  number  of  persons  who  were  willing  to  serve  as 
members  of  the  Commission,  Governor  Stuart  selected  the  follow- 
ing: 

Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  Supt.  of  Schools  of  Philadelphia. 
William  Lauder,  Eiddlesburg,  Pa. 
John  S.  Rilling,  Erie,  Pa. 
David  B.  Oliver,  Allegheny,  Pa. 
James  M.  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 
George  M.  Philips,  West  Chester,  Pa. 

The  law  specifies  that  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Commission. 

The  Commission  organized  in  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion at  Harrisburg  on  Thursday,  September  19,  and  resolved  to  in- 
vite suggestions  from  teachers,  school  superintendents  and  boards 
of  school  directors  and  others  interested  in  education.  It  is  hoped 
that  the  friends  of  our  public  schools  will  not  hesitate  to  express 
their  views  freely,  frankly  and  fully  to  the  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 
Supt.  of  Public  Instruction. 
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PENNSYLVANIA. 


STATISTICAL  STATEMENT. 


Relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  Year 
Ending  June  3,  1907 — Including  Philadelphia. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,574 

Number  of  schools,  32,592 

Number  of  township  high  schools, 300 

Number  of  graded  schools, 14,108 

Number  of  superintendents, 156 

Number  of  male  teachers, 7,595 

Number  of  female  teachers,   25,854 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 33,449 

Whole  number  of  directors,   17,316 

Average  salaries  of  male  teachers,  per  month, $54.49 

Average  salaries  of  female  teachers,  per  month |39.98 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months 8.40 

Whole  number  of  pupils, 1,225,388 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance 933,441 

Cost  of  school  houses — ^purchasing,  building,  renting, 

etc, 15,90X^70.36 

Teachers  wages,   115,796,954. 03 

Cost  of  school  text  books, 1942,272.91 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  includ- 
ing maps,  globes,  etc., |676,281 .21 

Fuel,  contingencies,  fees  of  collectors  and  other  ex- 
penses,     $7,743,826.13 

Total  expenditures,   131,067,304.64 

Regular  appropriation   to    common    schools   for   the 

school  year  ending  June  3,  1907 |5,212,500.00 

Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  state 

normal  schools  for  school  year  ending  June  3,  1907,  |237,500.00 

Appropriation  for  township  high  schools |100,000.00 

Estimated  value  of  school  property, $83,457,418.21 
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Items  Compared  With  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year  Ending  June  4, 
190G,  Philadelphia  Included. 

Increase  in  number  of  districts,   2 

Increase  in  number  of  schools, 5GI 

Decrease  in  number  of  male  teachers, 27!) 

Increase  in  number  of  female  teachers, 41)7 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers  "^er  month, |1.30 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  ....  .57 

Length  of  school  term  in  months,  same  as  last  year,  8.40 

Decrease  in  number  of  pupils, 3,658 

Increase  in  teachers  wages, |655,301.57 

Decrease  in  cost  of  buildings,  purchasing  and  renting,  |195,770.97 
Increase   in   cost* of  fuel,    contingencies,    debts   and 

interest, .f261,005.79 


2 

390 

6,600 

4,615 

1 


Condition  of  System,  not  Including  Philadelphia,  with  Comparisons 

Number  of  districts, 2,573  Increase, 

Number  of  schools, 28,383  Increase, 

Number  of  pupils, 1,054,806  Decrease, 

Average  dail}^  attendance,  788,759  Increase, 

Per  Cent,  of  attendance,, .  85  Decrease, 
Average  length  of  school 

term  in  months, 8.16  Sa.me  as  last  year. 

Number  of  male  teachers,  7,266  Decrease,                      322 
Number  of  female  teach- 
ers,      21,974  Increase, 

Whole  number  of  teachers,  29,240  Increase, 
Average    salary   of   male 

teachers  per  month,  ...  |52.82  Increase, 
Average  salary  of  female 

teachers  per  month,  ...  |39.47  Increase, 
Cost     of     supplies     other 

than  text  books, |611,306.62  Increase, 

Teachers  wages,   |12,402,096.68  Increase, 

Fuel  and  contingencies,..  |7,195,515.70  Increase, 

Cost  of  text  books, |735,504.34  Decrease, 

Purchasing   building   and 

repairing  houses,    |4,306,677.81  Decrease, 

Total  expenditures,   |25,251,101.15  Increase, 

Average  number  of  mills, 
levied  for  school  pur- 
poses,      6.85  Increase, 


369 
47 

11.43 

.55 

135,254.26 
1543,435.32 
-1.363,717.22 
),768.99 


1423,651.84 

1491,985.97 


.20 
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Avi'iiij^c  number  of  mills 

levied  for  building;  piir- 

I)Oses,    l.<i.')     liKTcasi',  .0'\ 

Amount  of  tax  levied,  ...  |l(>,7o(;.(;T2.21     Increase.  !il774,7()1.4S 

PHILADELPHIA. 

Number  of  schools,   4,200 

Number  of  male  teachers,   329 

Number  of  female  teachers,  3,880 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, .flGo.OO 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  .month |73.50 

Number  of  pupils  in  school  at  end  of  yeav 170,.o82 

Average  attendance,   144,G82 

Teachers  wages,   |3.394,8.o7.3o 

Cost  of  grounds,  buildings,  renting  and  repairing,  .  .  |1, 601 ,202.. 55 

Cost  of  text  books, |206,7G8 .57 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books, |:64,974..59 

Fuel  and  contingencies,   |138,1.38.53 

Total  expenditures,    15.816,203 .49 

Estimated  Value  of  school  property, |15,428,938 . 00 
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REPORTS 


County  Superintendents, 


ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Roth. 


A  review  of  the  past  year's  work  gives  evidence  of  material  im- 
provement. The  improvement  may  not  have  been  great  yet  the 
tendency  has  been  in  the  right  direction.  We  have  a  strong  teach- 
ing force  and  the  school  boards  are  giving  more  attention  to  the 
schools. 

The  teachers  as  a  rule  have  been  earnest  and  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  and  always  ready  and  anxious  for  counsel 
and  suggestions. 

Of  the  one  hundred  ninety-seven  teachers  employed  in  the  county, 
ninety-two  hold  provisional  certificates;  thirty-three  hold  profes- 
sional certificates;  twenty-four  hold  i>ermanent  certificates;  forty- 
five  are  graduates  of  State  Normal  schools,  and  three  are  college 
graduates.  Thirty-four  have  had  no  previous  experience,  while  one 
hundred  have  taught  five  or  more  terms. 

The  sixth  annual  summer  meeting  of  teachers  took  place  on 
Friday,  August  31,  in  Brua  Chapel,  Gettysburg.  Two  sessions  were 
held,  morning  and  afternoon.  About  75  per  cent,  of  the  teachers 
were  in  attendance. 

The  county  Superintendent  had  the  assistance  of  Dr.  S.  A.  Baer, 
of  Harrisburg,  and  Miss  Ellen  J.  Reitf,  Columbia,  S.  C,  Among  the 
topics  discussed  were  ''Educational  Aims  and  Methods,"  "English 
Composition,"  ''The  Secret  of  Influence,"  and  "Importance  of  Good 
Reading."  The  meeting  was  interesting  and  profitable  not  only  to 
the  beginner-teachers  but  to  the  experienced  teachers  as  well.  The 
teachers  have  our  sincere  thanks  for  their  hearty  co-opration  in  this 
matter. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  November  26,  to  November 
30,  and  was  up  to  the  standard  of  former  institutes.     Only  one  of 
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the  entire  cori)S  of  teachers  was  absent.  All  the  instruction  was 
excellent  and  the  teachers  could  not  help  feeling  a  deeper  interest 
in  their  work,  and  that  their  responsibility  of  surrounding  their 
pupils  with  an  environment  that  will  tend  to  unfold  and  develop 
characters  that  will  make  the  world  better,  is  one  of  great  signifi- 
cance. The  entertainments  were,  with  perhaps  one  exception,  of  a 
high  order  and  gave  universal  satisfaction.  We  had  with  us  the 
following  array  of  talent:  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Dr.  C.  G.  Ellis,  Dr.  G.  M. 
D.  Eckels,  Dr.  J.  A.  Singmaster,  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Prof.  C.  H.  Gor- 
dinier,  Prof.  H.  A.  Surface,  and  Prof.  W.  A.  Price.  Miss  Maud 
Willis  was  the  institute  reader,  and  Prof.  George  C.  Young  had 
charge  of  the  singing.  ^ 

The  following  lecturers  and  entertainments  occupied  the  even- 
ings: Monday,  Dr.  F.  M.  Bristol;  Tuesday,  The  DeKoven  Male  Quar- 
tette and  Reader;  Wednesday,  Rufus  Everson  King;  Thursday,  The 
Musical  Five;  Friday,  The  Floyds. 

The  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  sixteenth  annual  meet- 
ing January  21-22,  1907.  More  directors  were  in  attendance  than 
at  any  previous  meeting.  The  interest  was  great  and  good,  live 
topics  were  discussed  freely.  The  results  will  be  far  reaching. 
The  officers  were:  President,  Rev.  C.  P.  Bastian,  Littlestown;  Vice 
Presidents,  J.  H.  Diehl,  Franklin,  and  C.  P.  Smith,  East  Berlin; 
Secretary,  H.  W.  Butler,  Conewago;  Treasurer,  Dr.  T.  C.  Billheimer, 
Gettysburg.  Some  of  the  questions  discussed  were — ''Method  of 
Keeping  Record  of  Attendance  of  Directors,"  "Good  Guides  to  the  Se- 
lection of  Teachers,"  "Should  School  Boards  be  Composed  of  Only 
Three  Members,"  "Rural  High  Schools,"  "Teacher's  Tenure  of  Office," 
"Gradation  of  Teachers'  Salaries."  Set  addresses  were  delivered 
by  Rev.  Bastian,  Dr.  Billheimer,  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnis,  Dr.  S.  A. 
Baer,  and  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer.  Among  the  directors  taking  an 
active  part  were  J.  A.  Knouss,  W.  E.  Kapp,  J.  H.  Peters,  H.  W. 
Butler,  J.  H.  Diehl,  H.  G.  Comfort,  Miss  Elsie  Slaybaugh,  H.  L. 
Harbaugh,  W.  R.  Robinson,  E.  E.  Jacobs,  and  J.  A.  McDermad. 

Resolutions  on  the  following  directors  who  died  during  the  year 
were  adopted:  Aaron  Arnold,  Biglerville;  Gilbert  Myers,  East  Ber- 
lin; James  A.  Smith,  Mt.  Pleasant;  William  M.  Bowers,  Tyrone. 

The  officers  for  1907-8  are,  viz:  President,  Dr.  Billheimer;  Vice 
Presidents,  A.  I.  Weidner,  and  H.  D.  Bream;  Secretary,  H.  E.  Bair; 
Treasurer,  J.  E.  Musselman.  The  delegates  chosen  to  attend  the 
State  convention  of  directors  were:  Charles  Mclntire,  Harry  B. 
Slagle,  Jacob  E.  Sharetts,  Miss  Elsie  I.  Slaybaugh,  and  William  H. 
Smith.  Miss  Slaybaugh  and  Mr.  Smith  were  unable  to  go  to  the 
State  convention  and  W.  E.  Kapp  and  J.  A.  Knouss  were  substi- 
tuted. For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  association  Adams 
county  was  fully  represented  at  the  State  convention. 
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More  than  llio  usual  number  of  institutes  and  educational  meet- 
ings were  held  this  year.  There  seemed  to  be  a  general  revival 
of  interest  and  enthusiasm  manifested.  These  meetings  are  a 
source  of  prolil  and  inspiration  to  teachers  and  the  public.  They 
do  much  toward  uniting  the  school  forces  in  a  community. 

The  meetings  held  at  Littlestowu,  Fairfield,  White  Run,  East 
Berlin,  and  Ash  Grove  were  especially  interesting  and  were  largely 
attended  and  proved  a  fountain  of  much  inspiration. 

Classes  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools  at  Gettysburg  and 
McSherrystown.  Very  creditable  commencement  exercises  were 
held  at  both  places.  Prof.  Sanders  addressed  the  class  at  the 
former  place  and  the  orator  of  the  evening  at  the  latter  place  was 
Honorable  Henry  Houck. 

Sixty-eight  boys  and  girls  of  the  village  and  rural  schools  received 
the  common  school  diploma  at  the  hands  of  the  County  Superin- 
tendent. 

The  directors  of  Butler  township  purchased  new^  school  grounds 
and  erected  a  new  brick  house  at  Center  Mills. 

The  school  grounds  were  graded  and  otherwise  improved  at  Big- 

lerville. 

The  McSherrystown  board  purchased  handsome  cases  in  which 
to  install  the  fine  and  complete  geographical  collection  which  they 
received  from  the  Philadelphia  Museums. 

Mt.  Joy  supplied  their  houses  with  Pennsylvania  maps  and  globes. 

Cumberland  township  purchased  new  outline  maps. 

Gettysburg  added  a  complete  physical  laboratory. 

The  Reading  township  directors  equipped  the  Germany  school 
house  with  a  slate  black  board  and  otherwise  improved  some  of 
their  bouses. 

The  Conewago  township  board  put  in  a  new  floor  at  Sand  Hill 
grammar  school  and  purchased  new  desks. 

Freedom  township  put  in  a  new  floor  and  slate  board  at  Mc- 

Cleary's. 

An  organization  known  as  the  Adams  County  Principals'  Associa- 
tion was  formed  last  winter.  Principals  and  high  school  teachers 
are  admitted  to  membership.  The  first  regular  meeting  was  held 
on  tlie  Gth  of  April  at  whicli  time  "Literature  in  the  Schools"  was 
the  subject  of  an  interesting  discussion.  A  constitution  was  adopted 
and  two  regular  meetings  wall  be  held  each  year. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
their  many  courtesies,  to  the  directors,  teachers  and  citizens  for 
their  loyal  support.  I  also  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  and  tender 
my  sincere  thanks  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  its  kindness  and 
willingness  to  publish  educational  matters. 
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ALLEGHENY  COUNTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


The  rapid  growth  in  the  school  population  of  our  county  continues. 
From  60  to  80  additional  schools  are  opened  each  year.  In  1898  the 
county  employed  1,089  teachers  who  instructed  49,214  pupils.  Last 
year  it  employed  1,640  teachers  to  instruct  65,423  pupils.  This  does 
not  include  the  districts  of  Esplen,  Elliott  and  Sterrett  annexed  to 
Pittsburg  during  the  year. 

New  districts  are  being  formed  as  if  by  magic:  In  1898  the  county 
contained  101  school  districts;  now  we  have  119.  Within  a  year 
or  two  the  following  boroughs  have  been  created:  Beechview,  Car- 
rick,  Edgeworth,  Springdale,  Wall,  Wilson,  and  West  View.  Last 
year  new  buildings  were  opened  in  Aspinwall,  Bellevue,  Beechview, 
Crafton,  Carrick,  Coraopolis,  East  Pittsburg,  Glassport,  Fiudley, 
North  Versailles,  Wilkins,  Sharpsburg  and  Swissvale. 

These  buildings  are  all  modern  in  every  respect.  At  present  the 
districts  of  Leetsdale,  McKees  Kocks,  Penn,  North  Versailles,  Kich- 
land.  Bethel  and  Dravosburg  are  erecting  new  buildings. 

We  have  twenty-four  town  high  schools  and  four  township  high 
schools.  Two  of  the  latter,  one  in  Bethel  and  one  in  Findley,  were 
organized  last  year.  Our  people  seem  greatly  interested  in  town 
high  schools,  but  as  yet  the  farmers  have  not  to  any  extent  taken 
advantage  of  the  opportunities  afforded  by  the  township  high  school 
act.  This  we  believe  is  due  to  two  causes:  (1)  The  irregular  shape 
of  our  townships  and  the  zig  zag  routes  of  our  roads  make  it  diffi- 
cult to  locate  a  township  high  school  so  that  it  will  accommodate 
the  people  of  a  township.  (2)  The  course  of  the  township  high 
school  as  regulated  by  the  act  offers  little  that  the  agTicultural  in- 
terests of  the  community  require.  The  practical  up-to-date  farmer 
is  somewhat  disappointed  when  he  learns  that  the  township  high 
school  is  simply  a  college  preparation  school.  He  is  not  opi>osed  to 
the  college,  but  he  wants  a  school  that  will  create  an  interest  in  the 
new  agriculture,  and  throw  some  light  upon  its  perplexing  problems. 
He  respects  classical  culture,  but  he  seeks  agricultural  efficiency. 
He  admires  at  least  at  long  range  "what  a  gentleman  should  know," 
but  he  prefers  something  that  will  help  him  unravel  the  mysteries 
of  farm  life.  He  is  willing  to  worship  somewhat  at  the  shrines  of 
the  past,  but  he  would  rather  kneel  at  the  altars  of  the  present. 
He  does  not  object  entirely  to  the  type  of  education  organized  for 
the  clergy  of  the  fifteenth  century,  but  he  prefers  to  know  some- 
thing of  the  practical  problems  that  affect  farm  life  in  the  twen- 
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tieth  century.  And  because  the  townships  high  school  gives  in 
the  main,  wliat  eihciency  in  agriculture  does  not  seek,  and  with- 
holds what  modern  rural  conditions  demand,  it  does  not  to  any  con- 
siderable degree  command  the  support  of  the  practical  farmer  who 
expects  his  children  to  remain  on  the  farm. 

During  the  year  we  made  a  special  study  of  eighth  grade  work. 
A  circular  letter  was  sent  to  the  principals  of  the  large  schools, 
asking  them  to  submit  tests  to  the  pupils  of  their  grade  in  arithmetic 
and  geography,  to  mark  carefully  the  papers  and  then  send  them 
to  the  office.  The  tests  were  given  and  the  manuscripts  were  sent 
to  the  office  just  as  they 'came  from  the  pens  of  the  pupils. 

The  aim  was  not  so  much  to  discover  the  relative  standing  of  the 
pupils  of  different  schools  in  arithmetic  and  geography,  but  rather 
their  relative  ability  to  express  themselves  in  good  English. 

The  papers  were  critically  reviewed  and  principals  and  teachers 
asked  to  study  them.  The  work  upon  the  whole  was  very  creditable, 
and  was  justly  commended  as  follows:  1.  For  the  amount  of  matter 
written  by  the  pupils  in  the  hour  and  half  given  to  the  test.  2.  For 
the  accuracy  of  fact  and  statement.  3.  For  the  excellence  of  the 
penmanship.  4.  For  the  excellence  of  the  composition,  including 
spelling,  punctuation  and  syntax. 

Growing  out  of  the  test,  suggestions  were  made  along  the  fol- 
lowing lines: 

1.  The  advisability  of  teaching  rigidly  and  exclusively  only  one 
system  of  penmanship  in  any  one  school.  2.  The  wisdom  of  giving 
forms  and  models  for  all  written  work  and  requiring  the  child  to 
follow  them.  3.  The  importance  of  requiring  the  child  to  apply 
what  has  been  taught.  4.  The  necessity  of  emphasizing  the  spelling 
of  geographical  names,  and  difficult  words  in  the  terminology  of  the 
studies.  5.  The  necessity  of  guarding  against  certain  errors  in 
English  that  are  likely  to  find  their  way  into  every  school.  6.  The 
importance  of  careful  grading  so  that  no  pupil  of  the  sixth  or 
seventh  grades  is  found  classified  with  those  of  the  eighth. 

Nothing  that  we  have  done  in  recent  years  has  aroused  more  in- 
terest, stimulated  more  investigation,  caused  more  comparative 
study  of  conditions  and  results,  and  led  to  more  systematic  and 
vigorous  effort  than  this  test. 


ARMSTRONG  COUNTY— M.  A.  Milliron. 


During  the  year  just  closed  the  schools  of  our  county  were  pro- 
gressively active.     In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  term,  we  feel 


6  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

safe  in  saying,  that  we  have  had  a  very  prosperous  and  profitable 
year. 

The  teachers  are  to  be  commended  for  their  earnestness;  the  di- 
rectors for  their  sympathy  and  support;  and  both  for  their  co- 
operation in  bringing  about  the  success  which  has  crowned  our 
efforts.  Probably  no  duty  in  connection  with  school  teaching  causes 
so  much  anxiety  to  the  teachers  as  maintaining  order.  No  school 
can  be  successful  where  the  pupils  are  not  obedient. 

During  our  visits  we  found  very  few  schools  where  the  conduct 
of  the  pupils  was  not  to  be  commended.  When  we  speak  of  the 
discipline  of  the  school  being  good,  we  do  ifot  mean  a  school  where 
there  is  no  whispering,  but  a  school  where  the  pupils  respect  their 
teacher,  and  the  rights  of  their  associates.  Many  teachers  attempt 
to  eliminate  whispering.  It  seems  unwise  on  the  part  of  the 
teacher  to  do  this.  The  child  has  been  accustomed  to  talk  freely 
with  its  mother  and  playmates  before  entering  school,  and  is  likely 
to  continue  that  practice.  If  the  child  is  interested  in  his  work,  if 
he  has  plenty  to  do,  if  he  has  been  taught  to  keep  employed,  and  if 
there  is  naturalness  in  the  attitude  of  the  child  towards  school 
life,  whispering  can  be  allowed,  and  good  rather  than  evil  will  fol- 
low. 

During  the  past  year  we  personally  conducted  seventeen  "Educa- 
tional Meetings,"  in  different  parts  of  the  county.  About  4,000 
people  attended  these  meetings,  including  teachers  and  directors, 
possibly  more  good  was  accomplished  through  this  agency  than  any 
other  aside  from  the  regular  school  work.  We  were  able  to  bring 
matters  of  educational  importance  squarely  before  the  people, 
and  where  this  is  done  you  can  leave  it  to  them  for  a  solution. 
Every  school  in  the  county  Avas  visited  once,  and  where  we  found  it 
advisable  we  made  the  second  visit.  No  subject  demands  the  atten- 
lion  of  the  school  boards  of  our  county  more  than  that  of  "Town- 
ship High  Schools.''  When  we  can,  with  the  assistance  of  the  State 
at  such  small  expense  bring  this  higher  education  within  the  reach 
of  the  country  boy  and  girl  why  should  we  hesitate? 

The  school  board  of  Bradys  Bend  township  should  be  commended 
for  establishing  and  maintaining  the  first  township  high  school  in 
the  county.  Kiskiminetas,  Cowanshannoc  and  South  Buffalo  town- 
ship have  organized  high  schools  to  be  put  into  operation  the  com- 
ing year.  The  prospects  for  the  advancement  of  higher  education 
in  our  county  look  favorable  indeed.  During  the  past  year  Cowans- 
hannoc erected  a  modern  eight  room  building  at  Sagamore.  This 
is  one  of  the  best  school  buildings  in  the  county,  situated  in  a  nice 
grove  having  all  modern  conveniences  makes  it  an  ideal  place  for 
the  children  of  that  district. 
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Dayton  borough  completed  their  new  fuui-  rouiu  brick  building 
which  is  up-to-date  in  every  respect.  Many  school  houses  have  re- 
ceived a  coat  of  fresh  paint  which  adds  to  their  beauty. 

The  school  board  should  place  their  school  houses  and  grounds 
in  first  class  condition,  then  the  teachers  ought  to  see  that  they  are 
kept  in  that  condition. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  Friday  and  Saturday,»Novem- 
ber  30th  and  December  1st,  and  was  conducted  entirely  by  the  di- 
rectors of  the  county,  assisted  by  the  Superintendent.  The  attend- 
ance was  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the  organization  and  the  in- 
terest could  not  have  been  better. 

Dr.  J.  D.  Orr,  of  Leechbuug,  was  elected  President;  Dr.  J.  T. 
Deemer,  of  Manor  township,  and  Trof.  S.  S.  Blyholder,  of  Bethel 
township,  were  elected  Vice  Presidents;  Hon.  G.  W.  McNees,  of  Ap- 
plewold.  Secretary,  and  John  S.  Porter,  Esq.,  of  Applewold,  Treas- 
urer. 

The  Annual  Institute  convened  December  31,  was  attended  by 
nearly  all  the  teachers  in  the  county  and  as  many  of  the  friends  of 
education  as  could  gain  admittance  to  the  auditorium.  It  is  neces- 
sary only  to  mention  the  fact  that  our  instructors  were: 

Prof.  F.  H.  Green,  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  Dr.  R.  A.  Armstrong, 
Hon.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Chancellor  S.  B.  McCormick,  Dr.  Maurice 
Penfield  Fikes,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Prof.  J.  M.  Blose,  Mrs.  E^ith 
Harris  Scott  and  Miss  Huber,  to  prove  that  it  was  a  grand  success. 

The  Parland  New  Hall  Company,  Hon.  J.  Adam  Bede,  Dr.  Russell 
H.  Conwell  and  The  Lulu  Tyler  Gates  Concert  Company,  were  the 
giltedged  attractions  for  the  evenings.  Our  thanks  are  due  the 
teachers,  directors  and  citizens  of  the  county  for  their  kind  Avords 
of  encouragement  and  hearty  co-operation,  and  to  the  Department 
for  its  valuable  assistance. 


BEAVER  COUNTY— Andrew  Lester. 


We  are  glad  that  we  can  truthfully  say  that  Beaver  county  is 
looking  up  educationally.  Our  teachers  are  better  prepared,  we 
believe,  than  ever  before.  Last  spring  we  began  our  second  term  of 
the  Beaver  County  Teachers'  Training  School  at  Geneva  College 
with  an  attendance  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  students. 
Largely  as  a  result  of  our  conducting  the  summer  school,  we  had 
more  students  at  our  district  normal.  Slippery  Rock,  than  in  any 
preceding  year.  We  had  a  number  of  students  also  at  other  nor- 
mals and  academies  preparing  for  the  work  of  teaching. 
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In  our  effort  to  raise  the  standard  of  teaching,  we  have  caused  a 
shortage  of  teachers,  but  we  believe  that  no  teacher  at  all  is  better 
than  a  poor  one. 

During  the  past  school  year,  seven  teachers'  meetings  were  teld 
before  the  opening  of  school  in  the  fall  and  seven  before  the  closing 
of  school  in  the  spring.  These  were  all  conducted  by  the  county  su- 
perintendent. Only  practical  matters  were  discussed.  Several  in- 
teresting local  institutes  were  held.  Our  County  Institute  was 
held  at  Beaver  Falls  because  better  facilities  are  afforded  there  than 
at  Beaver  where  it  has  always  been  held.  We  increased  our  receipts 
about  three  hundred  dollars.  Our  instructors  were  Jonathan  Rig- 
don,  M.  V.  O'Shea,  Geo.  W.  Grerwig,  Miss  "Maude  Willis. 

Examinations  for  common  school  diplomas  were  held  this 
year.  There  were  thirty  pupils  who  passed  the  final  examination. 
The  work  was  not  satisfactory  but,  considering  the  poor  grading  of 
our  schools,  we  believe  the  pupils  are  not  to  blame.  We  have  been 
trying  to  bring  our  country  and  villiage  schools  up  to  grade  and  we 
hope  the  coming  year  will  show  more  positive  advancement  along 
that  line. 

Our  country  schools  are  seriously  in  need  of  closer  supervision. 
Many  of  our  directors  are  interested  in  securing  such  supervision, 
and  would  appropriate  money  to  that  end.  It  is  hoped  that  legisla- 
tion will  be  effected  whereby  our  country  schools  will  be  made  uni- 
form in  the  course  of  instruction  offered,  and  that  money  will  be 
granted  by  the  State  for  the  maintenance  of  district  superintend- 
ents. 

About  one  hundred  of  our  schools  secured  flags  last  year.  Prac- 
tically all  of  the  schools  set  apart  a  daj^,  called  Parents'  Day.  Two 
days  were  named  by  the  superintendent,  December  21  and  February 
22.  There  were  about  three  thousand  visits  to  the  schools  by  pa- 
rents. 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  assistance  given  by  the 
State  Department,  by  the  directors,  and  by  the  teachers  during  the 
year. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY— J.  Anson  Wright. 


The  schools  and  the  school  work  of  the  county  during  the  year 
just  closed  made  steady  and  substantial  progress.  Evidences  of 
this  fact  are  to  be  found  not  in  any  one  feature  of  the  work 
but  in  all  of  them  combined;  and  the  advancement  is  to  be  meas- 
ured not  by  what  may  be  done  under  ideal  conditions  but  by  what  is 
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possible  uikU'I"  couditions  as  tboy  are.  It  is,  indeed,  as  much  in  the 
gain  toward  superior  seliool  facilities  and  school  management  as  in 
the  elTiciency  of  the  work  done  in  the  schoolroom  that  this  progress 
is  to  be  observed.  Teachers,  directors,  and  citizens  have,  so  far  as 
possible,  been  brought  in  touch  with  leading  educators  and  into 
knowledge  of  the  latest  and  best  along  the  line  of  rural  school  de- 
velopment. Much  interest  has  been  awakened  and  desired  rsults 
are  so  much  the  nearer.  Considering  the  applicants,  the  best  teach- 
ers available  were  employed.  Several  of  these  teachers  were  per- 
sons of  marked  ability  and  skill.  Some  of  them  on  the  other  hand, 
were  untrained  and  inexperienced.  But,  save  for  an  occasional  ex- 
ception, they  all  did  as  well  as  they  were  able  to  do.  There  were 
fifteen  local  normal  schools — about  the  usual  number —  in  Bedford 
county  last  summer.  Every  section  of  the  county  was  accommo- 
dated. Of  the  three  hundred  and  fifty  applicants  who  appeared  in 
the  teachers'  examinations  of  the  past  year  practically  all  had  re- 
cently been  to  school.  Several  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty  teach- 
ers of  the  county  who  hold  certificates  higher  than  a  provisional 
were  among  the  number  of  those  who  attended  schools  outside  of 
the  county  and  pursued  courses  of  study  beyond  those  offered  by 
the  local  schools.  In  passing  we  would  not  overlook  the  opportunity 
to  commend  this  schoolgoing  custom  of  our  teachers.  It  is  a  cus- 
tom to  which  every  friend  of  education  in  the  county  may  justly 
point  with  pride. 

The  law  of  1901  fixing  the  minimum  salary  of  teachers  at  $35  per 
month  had  a  good  effect  in  increasing  the  number  of  applicants  for 
a  teacher's  certificate.  A  better  selection  of  teachers  was  thus 
made  possible.  The  power  of  this  measure  in  the  direction  indica- 
ted seems,  however,  to  have  reached  its  culmination  in  this  county 
two  years  ago.  Last  year  the  number  of  applicants  was  less  than 
the  year  before.  Necessarily  fewer  of  the  weaker  applicants  could 
be  rejected.  Again,  somewhat  more  than  the  usual  number  of 
teachers  holding  the  higher  grade  certificates  either  left  the  county 
or  quit  the  profession.  So  that  while  the  average  salary  of  men 
teachers  during  the  year  just  closed,  based  on  the  number  of  the 
same,  was  $39.36  and  of  women  teachers  $36.53,  in  each  instance  the 
highest  yet  attained  in  the  county,  it  is  evident  that  some  such  meas- 
ure as  that  approved  only  a  few  weeks  since  by  the  Governor  was 
necessary  if  young  people  are  to  be  induced  to  prepare  thoroughly 
for  teaching  and  if  the  best  teachers  are  to  be  retained  in  the  pro- 
fession. The  new  law  makes  it  possible  for  any  district  to  pay  $40 
to  a  teacher  holding  a  provisional  certificate  and  $50  to  one  holding 
a  certificate  of  a  higher  grade  and  to  do  it  as  easily  as  the  former 
minimum  of  $35  was  paid.     The  task  still  before  ub  in  this  connec. 
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lion  is  to  educate  the  public  to  be  satisfied  only  with  teachers  hav- 
ing superior  qualifications. 

A  beneficent  project  of  far-reaching  consequences  had  its  incep- 
tion in  the  Bedford  county  school  directors'  convention  of  1904.  At 
that  meeting  Mr.  William  Lauder,  of  the  school  board  of  Broad  Top 
township,  in  his  usual  able  manner  discussed  at  length  the  question 
"What  Is  the  Matter  With  Our  Country  Schools?"  He  closed  his 
address  with  the  urgent  recommendation  that,  as  the  best  remedy 
for  the  defects  in  our  present  body  of  school  laws  and  in  the  school 
system,  the  Governor  of  the  State  be  empowered  by  the  legislature 
to  appoint  a  competent  commission  to  consider  the  matter  of  a 
revision  of  the  entire  body  of  Pennsylvania  school  laws.  As  a  se- 
quel to  the  movement  then  begun  the  resolution  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  such  a  commission  was  passed  at  the  recent  session 
of  the  legislature  and  was  signed  by  the  Governor.  The  way  is 
now  open  for  such  a  comprehensive  revision  and  reformation,  along 
safe  and  sane  lines,  of  our  entire  school  code  as  shall  mark  the 
dawn  of  a  new  and  greater  era  for  the  common  schools  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


BERKS  COUNTY— Eli  M.  Rapp. 


In  order  to  secure  a  more  regular  attendance  at  school,  hand- 
some certificates  of  award  signed  by  the  county  superintendent  as 
well  as  the  teacher  of  the  respective  school,  were  granted  to  all  pu- 
pils who  attended  every  day  during  the  past  term.  It  was  an  ex- 
cellent means  of  securing  the  desired  result.  There  are  children 
in  the  county  who  have  not  missed  a  day  since  the  beginning  of  their 
school  career.  The  attendance  in  a  few  districts  is  still  not  what 
it  ought  to  be.  Irregularity  in  attendance  hinders  progress  in  a 
school  and  patrons  are  often  responsible  for  this  condition.  Rob- 
bing children  of  school  privileges  should  be  made  a  crime. 

The  establishing  of  a  traveling  pedagogical  library  for  the  teach- 
ers marks  an  epoch  in  the  educational  history  of  the  county.  Through 
the  membership  fee  and  annual  dues  of  the  members  of  the  Teach- 
ers' Reading  Union  sufficient  money  was  realized  every  year  to  pur- 
chase a  number  of  the  latest  and  most  valuable  books  on  pedagogy. 
These  books  were  kept  in  the  office  of  the  county  superintendent  at 
the  Court  House  in  Reading  and  although  a  librarian  was  appointed 
as  custodian  very  few  teachers  called  for  them.  Many  of  the  vol- 
umes became  shelf-worn.  The  writer  conceived  the  idea  that  if  the 
Mountain  will  not  come  to  Mahomet,  Mahomet  must  go  to  the  Moun- 
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tain  and  acf^ordingly  all  the  volumes  were  boxed  up  in  fi^'e  large 
cases  and  shipped  to  widely  scattered  local  centres  in  the  county — 
a  local  teacher  serving  as  custodian  and  librarian  for  that  particu- 
lar section. 

Our  teachers  are  generally  wide  awake  and  readily  identify  them- 
selves with  progressive  movements.  There  are  still  a  few  educa- 
tional fossils  remaining.  Every  teacher  who  buys  or  reads  a  good 
work  on  pedagogy,  drives  a  big  nail  in  the  tenure  of  his  position  and 
puts  a  powerful  lever  under  his  salary. 

Teachers  continued  to  be  unusually  scarce.  Notwithstanding  the 
slight  increase  in  salaries  a  number  of  schools  last  fall  were  unable 
to  open  for  quite  a  length  of  time  on  account  of  a  lack  of  properly 
qualified  applicants.  Fully  one  hundred  old  experienced  teachers 
dropped  out  of  the  profession  and  their  places  filled  for  the  most 
part  with  boys  and  girls  on  the  divide  between  childhood  and  man- 
hood, immature,  inexperienced  and  not  a  few  lacking  in  scholarship. 

Near  the  close  of  the  school  term  a  circular  letter  was  forward- 
ed to  each  teacher  in  the  county  asking  for  earnest  help  and  co-op- 
eration in^the  organization  of  a  Berks  County  Boys'  Agricultural 
Club  and  a  Berks  County  Girls'  Domestic  Science  Club.  The  par- 
poses  and  plan  of  Avork  of  these  clubs  were  to  be  quite  similar  to 
those  of  like  clubs  which  have  been  organized  in  several  counties  of 
a  few  States  of  the  middle  west.  Any  boy  or  girl  between  the  ages 
of  nine  and  eighteen — not  over  eighteen — in' school  or  out  of  school, 
is  eligible  to  membership.  There  are  no  dues,  nor  registration  fee 
and  no  rules  and  regulations.  Registration  blanks  for  distribution 
were  enclosed  with  the  circular  letter  to  the  teacher,  stating  name, 
post  office  address,  age  and  designating  the  particular  kind  of  farm 
or  household  work  to  be  undertaken.  It  was  made  obligatory  upon 
all  applicants  to  undertake  some  special  work  strictly  his  or  her 
own.  All  names  received  before  April  1st  were  designated  as  char- 
ter members.  It  was  with  a  great  deal  of  fear  and  trepidation  that 
this  movement  was  inaugurated  and  with  bodings  of  failure.  There 
was  no  response  at  first  and  no  token  of  encouragement  whatever 
but  it  was  only  like  the  momentary  pause  of  the  waters  of  mighty 
Niagara  before  plunging  over  the  precipice.  Soon  letters  began 
pouring  in  and  it  was  days  before  the  many  letters  of  inquiries  con- 
cerning the  movement  could  be  answered  and  the  names  of  the 
children  who  registered  tabulated.  As  a  result,  the  names  of  557 
boys  and  577  girls  were  received.  Additional  names  are  constant- 
ly being  added  since  these  charter  members  are  only  the  nucleus  of 
the  organization  of  this  club  movement.  By  far  the  largest  number 
of  boys  agreed  to  undertake  the  cultivation  of  corn — over  200 — but 
the  variety  of  work  indicated  to  be  undertaken  by  them  covered  a 
very  wide  range,  including  the  raising  of  corn,  potatoes,  popcorn, 
sweet  potatoes,  celery,  onions,  tomatoes,  cabbage,  watermelonig,  cii- 
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cumbers,  and  various  other  vegetables,  poultry  of  various  kinds, 
Logs,  pigeons,  rabbits  and  cattle.  Tbe  girls  designated  sewing, 
cooking,  baking,  gardening,  both  vegetable  and  flower.  Parents, 
teachers  and  pupils  took  an  active  interest  in  the  movement  more 
particularly  the  teachers  who  were  directly  responsible  for  the  large 
and  enthusiastic  membership  of  both  the  clubs. 

Financial  aid  was  offered  from  many  sources  entirely  unsolicited — 
one  person  offered  |100.00  in  gold  as  prizes.  A  second  circular  con- 
taining suggestions,  offering  prizes  and  giving  directions  was  prepar- 
ed and  forwarded  directly  to  each  member  of  the  two  clubs.  $25.00 
in  prizes  was  offered  for  a  corn  raising*  contest  for  the  boys  and  also 
$25.00  for  a  poultry  raising  contest.  The  girls  were  offered  |25.00 
for  a  needle  work  contest  and  $25.00  for  a  bread  making  contest. 

Specific  directions  were  given  in  each  case.  Those  who  designated 
gardening  either  vegetable  or  flower  both  boys  and  girls  were 
supplied  with  seed  free  of  charge.  The  prizes  will  be  distributed 
at  the  County  Institute  in  the  fall.  Printed  lists  of  the  boys  and  girls 
with  post  office  addresses  and  kinds  of  work  undertaken  were  sent  to 
the  United  States  Department  of  xVgriculture  as  well  as'' the  Penn- 
sylvania Department  of  Agriculture  for  bulletins  along  desired 
lines. 

By  this  means  thousands  of  bulletins  were  distributed  among  the 
various  farm  homes  of  tjie  county.  All  indications  point  to  the  fact 
that  this  is  tlie  most  popular  movement  ever  inaugurated  among 
our  rural  people  and  the  consequences  will  be  the  most  far  reach- 
ing. No  time  w^ill  be  taken  from  the  regular  school  program  as  all 
designated  work  is  at  home  under  the  supervision  of  the  parents. 
Teachers  of  course  are  expected  to  interest  themselves  in  the  work 
If  the  teacher  really  feels  an  interest  in  the  new  country  life  upon 
us  and  wants  to  be  a  greater  inspirational  force  in  the  district  com- 
munity life,  the  opportunity  is  a  fine  one.  Much  practical  education 
in  farming  and  home  making  are  best  managed  by  the  co-operation 
of  the  parents  and  the  teachers.  Home  industrial  work  and  school 
work  in  rural  schools  is  the  point  in  which  the  farm  youth  has  his 
greatest  educational  advantage.  The  organization  of  these  clubs  for 
definite  work  outside  the  school  can't  help  but  arouse  a  general  inter- 
est in  rural  communities  in  the  subject  of  industrial  education.  We 
spend  a  great  deal  of  time  teaching  children  things,  which  might  be 
better  spent  in  having  them  do  things,  under  wise  supervision. 
There  is  nothing  that  counts  for  so  much  in  character  building 
as  that  the  boy  or  the  girl  shall  do  something  that  requires  a  sus- 
tained effort,  something  that  may  not  be  finished  in  a  day,  but  re- 
quires time  and  planning,  the  final  accomplishment  of  which  is 
dependent  somewhat  upon  influence  outside  of  the  boy's  or  the  girl's 
own  resources. 
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Without  (loiibt  the  counlry  bo.v  iict'ds  to  have  mow  of  a  chaiifo  to 
use  his  hands  uudor  school  auspices  and  when  our  schools  both 
rural  and  urban  j;ive  a  hundred  times  more  vocational  training  than 
they  do,  our  boast  that  our  school  system  is  the  best  on  earth  won't 
appear  so  ridiculous. 

This  club  movement  has  a.  tendency  to  inculcate  the  dignity  of 
work  and  teach  that  all  labor  is  honorable.  It  will  interest  child- 
ren in  farm  life — in  all  things  agricultural  and  to  understand  better 
the  beauty  of  country  life  and  the  worth,  dignity  and  scientific  ad- 
vancement of  agriculture.  It  will  be  a  mighty  factor  in  spreading 
the  gospel  of  the  New  Agriculture.  It  will  also  be  a  powerful  mo- 
tive in  re-organizing  our  system  of  country  schools  and  inaugurate 
a  separate  system  of  country  life  education.  The  slogan  is  back  to 
the  farm.  If  every  school  should  be  the  natural  expression  of  its 
community,  then  the  rural  school  should  express  agricultural  and 
country  life. 

Speed  the  day  when  this  may  be  consummated. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


Last  year  we  made  a  few  comparisons  of  the  work  done  in  1904 
with  that  of  1905. 

This  year  Ave  will  do  the  same,  comparing  the  work  of  1905  with 
that  of  1906. 

Four  (4)  new  houses  were  built  and  occupied  during  the  year;  they 
are  modern,  well  lighted,  heated  and  equipped  with  all  the  necessary 
furniture  and  apparatus. 

Last  year  we  had  forty-two  (42)  teachers  who  had  no  previous  ex- 
perience, this  year  we  have  thirty-three  (33),  a  gain  of  nine  (9)  and 
a  gain  of  thirteen  (13)  over  the  previous  year.  One  hundred  and 
twenty  (120)  of  our  teachers  have  taught  five  or  more  terms,  a  gain 
of  twelve  (12)  over  last  year. 

More  than  one  hundred  (100)  directors  of  the  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty-six (156)  in  the  County  visited  the  schools  this  year  and  eighty- 
eight  (88)  visited  last  year,  a  gain  of  twelve;  directors  are  taking 
more  interest  in  schools  and  the  improvement  of  school  property. 
One  of  the  best  signs  is  the  care  used  in  the  selection  of  teachers. 
I  have  seen  several  boards  deliberate  four  or  five  hours  over  the  se- 
lection of  a  dozen  teachers  and  apparently  the  sole  desire  was  to 
secure  the  best,  for  the  least  money  sometimes  I  am  afraid;  but  as 
a  rule  most  directors  are  willing  to  pay  the  highest  price  going  in  the 
rural  communities,  if  they  can  get  good  teachers. 

The  money  problem  is  still  keeping  some  of  our  best  men  and 
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women  from  teaching.  Fifty  (50)  dollars  per  month  for  seven  months 
in  the  year  and  hustle  around  at  some  other  occupation  for  five 
months  is  not  a  pleasant  picture  for  a  man  who  has  a  half  dozen  or 
more  mouths  to  feed,  when  bread,  butter  and  meat  have  gone  on  a 
strike  for  higher  wages. 

The  interest  in  our  educational  meetings  this  year  was  better 
than  last,  ninety  (90)  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  attended  them  as  com- 
pared with  seventy-seven  (77)  per  cent,  in  1905. 

One  hundred  and  seven  (107)  pupils  were  granted  diplomas  as  hav- 
ing completed  the  eighth  year  of  the  graded  course  of  study  for 
rural  schools,  a  gain  of  thirty  (30)  over  1905.  The  examinations  for 
these  diplomas  are  held  at  eight  diii'erent  points  throughout  the 
County,  as  near  the  close  of  the  term  as  possible  and  are  conducted 
by  the  County  Superintendent  in  person.  Teachers  who  have 
pupils  taking  these  examinations  send  to  the  County  Superintendent 
the  names  and  class  standing  of  pupils  who  take  it.  By  this  plan  he 
is  able  to  judge  not  only  the  pupils  but  the  work  of  the  teachers  as 
well. 

These  examinations  are  a  gix^at  benefit  to  pupils.  They  can  look 
forward  to  the  completion  of  some  definite  piece  of  work.  It  holds 
interest  and  stimulates  effort.  There  is  one  great  danger  that 
the  teacher  in  the  mixed  school  may  give  more  than  the  proper 
amount  of  time  and  attention  to  those  who  are  striving  for  diplomas 
and  neglect  the  little  fellows  at  that  period  of  their  lives  vvhen  they 
need  the  most  care  and  attention.  ^V"e  strive  to  guard  against  this 
as  best  we  can. 

As  usual,  a  great  interest  was  shown  in  the  County  institute. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Court  House  in  Hollidaysburg  Vv-as  un- 
dergoing repairs,  it  was  necessary  to  hold  the  institute  in  the  Au- 
ditorium of  the  New  High  School  building  of  Altoona.  It  was  an 
ideal  place,  a  room  seating  over  fifteen  hundred  (1500)  people,  beau- 
tiful in  architecture,  equipped  and  furnished,  ventilated,  heated 
and  lighted  in  the  most  modern  and  complete  manner.  The  place 
itself  was  a  joy  and  inspiration  to  the  teachers  and  public  assem- 
bled. 

The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  of  Public  In- 
struction, Pa.,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  of  Antioch  College,  Ohio,  Dr.  Willis, 
of  Kentucky  University  and  Prof.  Jerry  March,  of  Philadelphia, 
music  leader. 

The  night  sessions  were  lectures  by  Dr.  Fess  and  Capt.  Jack 
Crawford,  The  American  Jubilee  Singers  and  Dunbar  Male  Quar- 
tette and  Hand  Bell  Ringers. 

The  directors  of  the  County  held  their  convention  in  Hollidays- 
burg in  February.  They  discussed  various  school  questions  and 
were  addressed  three  times  by  Dr.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg  S.  N.  S. 
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It  was  the  best  attended  directors  convention  we  liave  yet  held. 
Some  one  hundred  and  twenty  (120)  directors  of  the  one  hundred 
and  lifty-six  (ISO)  in  tlie  County  beinj;  present  at  one  or  more  of  the 
sessions. 

In  looking-  back  over  the  work  of  the  year,  I  think  considerable 
progress  has  been  made,  interest  is  growing,  schools  are  getting 
better  and  tliere  is  more  hearty  co-operation  among  teachers, 
parents  and  directors. 

The  ideal  is  not  here  yet  by  any  means,  but  we  appear  to  be  work- 
ing toward  it  and  this  is  as  it  should  be.  We  hope  to  continue  to 
improve,  or  as  the  old  inhabitant  of  the  County  put  it  when  he  was 
told  that  the  orchard  he  was  planting  would  never  benefit  him,  he 
answered  "we  should  work  as  though  we  intended  to  live  always  and 
pray  as  though  we  might  die  tomorrow." 

We  can  not  close  this  year's  work  and  begin  the  new  with  a  better 
motto. 

I  thank  the  Department,  the  Press  and  the  Public  for  favors  and 
aid  rendered. 


BRADFORD  COUNTY— H.  S.  Putman. 


Perhaps  the  most  noticeable  improvement  in  our  school  work 
is  the  educational  growth  of  our  teachers  due  to  the  high  standard 
required  of  candidates  for  certificates  before  they  are  permitted  to 
teach.  The  theory  that  ''Teachers  should  know  more  than  they 
teach"  and  also  have  some  professional  knowledge  has  been  strict- 
ly followed  and  has  produced  good  results.  Much  attention  has 
been  given  to  the  Teachers'  Reading  Course  which  now  consists  of 
the  following  books: 

White's  School  Management, 

Roark's  Method  in  Education, 

Roark's  Psychology, 

Hinsdale's  Art  of  Study, 

Seeley's  History  of  Education, 

Shaeffer's  Thinking  and  Learning  to  Thinl 

Sabin's  Common  Sense  Didactics, 

Prince's  Courses  and  Methods, 

Roark's  Economy  in  Education. 
Candidates  for  professional  certificates  were  requireu  to  study 
the  first  three  books  and  those  receiving  professional  certicates  have 
been  required  to  study  the  whole  course.  More  attention  than 
usual  in  this  work  has  been  given  to  the  work  in  English  composi- 
tion.    It  has  been  our  policy  to  encourage  teachers  to  purchase  the 
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books  of  the  reading  course  and  use  them  as  the  nucleus  of  a  teach- 
ers' library  and  so  we  have  added  to  the  course  instead  of  substitu- 
ting from  year  to  year.  These  books  are  selected  by  a  committee 
and  adopted  by  the  teachers  at  the  county  institute.  To  a  large 
extent  they  form  the  basis  of  and  furnish  material  for  work  at  our 
educational  meetings  and  local  institutes. 

At  the  examinations  held  during  the  year,  278  provisional  certi- 
cates,  and  DO  professional  certificates',  of  which  70  were  re- 
newals, were  issued,  and  82  applicants  were  rejected.  58 
teachers  were  employed  who  had  had  no  previous  experience, 
250  were  employed  who  held  provisional  certificates,  101  held 
professional  certificates,  30  held  permanent  certificates,  72  were 
graduated  at  a  Normal  school,  and  15  were  college  graduates. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  at-Towanda,  the  week  of 
October  8th.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  H.  R.  Pattengill,  Ex-State 
Superintendent,  Lansing,  Mich.;  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Clark  Univer- 
sity, Worcester,  Mass.;  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Principal  Normal 
School,  Mansfield,  Pa.;  Prof.  Clias.  H.  Albert,  State  Normal  School, 
Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter  of  Bloomsburg,  who 
had  charge  of  the  music. 

Evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday — 
Frank  Dixon,  Lecture,  "The  Man  and  the  Mass."  Tuesday — Dr.  Ed- 
ward Burton  McDowell,  ''Picture  Story  of  the  Panama  Canal." 
Wednesday- — Isabell  Garghill  Beechor,  Enoch  Arden  with  Strauss 
Music.  Thursday — Strickland  W.  Gillilan,  Lecture,  "Sunshine  and 
Awkwardness."      Friday — The  Kelloi^g-Haines  Singing  Party. 

There  were  in  attendance  452  teachers.  Much  interest  was  man- 
ifested in  all  of  the  sessions  and  the  work  resulted  in  great  profit 
to  all  parties  concerned.  Three  sessions  of  the  Bradford  County 
Educational  Association  were  held,  4  Local  Institutes,  33  Educa- 
tional Meetings,  and  5  Farmers'  Institutes  all  of  which  had  educa- 
tional sessions.  All  these  meetings  were  well  attended,  and  much 
interest  was  manifested. 

The  Bradford  County  Directors'  Association  held  its  fourth  annual 
session  at  the  Court  House  in  Towanda  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
February  21  and  22.  The  Friday  afternoon  session  was  held  con- 
jointly with  the  Educational  Association.  An  interesting  feature  of 
the  meeting  was  a  visit  to  the  primary  grades  of  the  Towanda 
schools.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaetfer  was  present  and  delivered  an  ex- 
cellent address  on  the  subject  "Victories  of  Peace."  Patriotic  ex- 
ercises were  held  on  the  22nd  which  consisted  of  music  and  an  ad- 
dress by  the  Rev.  E.  A,  Gernant  on  the  subject  ''The  Man  and  the 
Day."  Excellent  addresses  and  spirited  discussions  were  given  by 
members  of  the  association.  Nearly  200  directors  were  in  atten- 
dance and  many  citizens  attended  the  meetings. 
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This  arraiigciiu'iit  of  having  llic  February  Hireling'  of  the  Eduea- 
lional  Association  and  J)ireclors'  Association  the  same  week  with 
one  joint  session  makes  tlie  event  one  of  ^icat  interest  and  second 
only  to  tlie  County  institute  in  educational  value.  This  plan  has 
been  luade  pennanent  by  tlie  action  of  both  organizations  and  will 
be  continued  hereafter. 

At  the  8th  j2;rade  examinations  held  in  the  rural  schools,  304  were 
examined  and  148  received  certificates.  (575  pupils  were  neither  ab- 
sent nor  tardy  duriuo^  the  school  year  and  were  given  certificates  of 
award.  These  figures  show  a  substantial  improvement  over  last 
year.  Some  pupils  were  excluded  from  school  on  account  of  the  vac- 
cination law.  In  general  the  work  of  the  whole  year  has  been  quite 
satisfactory.  The  school  attendance  was  not  affected  to  any  great 
extent  by  sickness,  and  there  were  very  few  schools  which  had  any 
serious  trouble  to  interfere  with  the  work. 

New  Township  High  Schools  were  established  in  Warren,  Herrick, 
and  Burlington  townships.  West  Burlington  consolidated  all  of 
their  schools,  except  one,  and  transported  the  children  of  six  schools 
to  a  fine  new  four  room  central  building  which  they  erected  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year.  An  effort  will  be  made  to  establish  a  township 
High  School  at  West  Burlington  this  year.  They  have  proven 
that  when  there  is  a  disposition  to  do  things  that  there  is  always  a 
way  to  accomplish  them. 

Transportation  is  the  most  feasible  way  to  give  country  children 
good  school  accommodations  and  is  steadily  growing  in  favor  with 
our  people. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— J.  M.  Shelley. 


In  submitting  my  annual  report  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report 
also  a  number  of  changes  and  what  I  consider  improvements  in  the 
schools  of  the  county. 

Quite  early  in  the  fall,  at  a  meeting  of  all  the  High  School  princi- 
pals a  Uniform  Minimum  Course  of  Study  for  the  High  Schools  was 
formulated  and  recommended  to  the  boards  of  said  schools.  The 
course  has  subsequently  been  presented  to  the  Semi-Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  school  directors  of  the  county  and  was  recommended  by 
that  body  to  the  High  Schools  of  the  county.  It  has  since  been 
adopted  by  a  large  portion  of  the  twenty-six  High  Schools.  It  will 
in  all  probability  be  adopted  by  the  remainder  after  they  have 
had  time  to  adjust  their  text  books  and  curricula. 

The  purpose  of  the  course  is,  by  the  superintendent's  examinations 
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on  this  course,  to  establish  a  standard  for  the  county  which  will  not 
only  permit  of  changes  from  school  to  school  within  the  county  but 
also  of  entrance  into  other  schools  without  the  loss  of  time  which 
has  heretofore  been  so  evident. 

During  the  first  month  of  the  school  term  the  superintendent  met 
all  the  teachers  of  the  county  in  a  series  of  Educational  Meetings 
held  throughout  the  county,  at  which  plans  for  the  year  were  dis- 
cussed as  well  as  questions  and  situations  which  had  come  up  dur- 
ing the  year  previous. 

During  the  year  the  superintendent  kept  a  complete  record  of  his 
visit  to  each  school  and  gave  a  duplicate  to  the  teacher  after  the 
visit  was  made.  This  feature  was  an  innovation  and  in  a  very  few 
cases  caused  a  little  displeasure,  but  most  of  the  teachers  were  not 
only  glad  but  anxious  for  the  criticisms  and  profited  by  them.  These 
records  work  two  ways.  They  not  only  improve  the  teacher  if  she 
is  anxious  and  ready  to  improve,  but  they  also  improve  the  super- 
intendent. In  order  to  render  an  accurate  and  intelligent  report  of 
what  transpires  during  his  visit  he  must  be  awake  and  on  the 
alert. 

The  regular  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  Octo- 
ber 29  to  November  2,  Dr.  Fess  and  Dr.  Corson  coupled  with 
such  men  as  Dr.  Owen  of  Lafayette  College,  Prof.  Pearson  of  Swarth- 
more  College,  our  worthy  State  Superintendent,  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Dr. 
Phillips  of  West  Chester,  Dr.  Eothermel  of  Kutztown,  Dr.  Kriebel 
of  Perkiomen  made  the  institute  one  long  to  be  remembered.  Not 
a  little  of  the  credit  for  the  cheerfulness  and  interest  of  our  insti- 
tutes during  the  past  years  has  been  due  to  the  ever  present  smile 
and  cheerful  disposition  of  the  Director  of  Music,  Prof.  Jerry  March. 

Since  our  last  report  three  new  school  houses  have  been  erected 
two  of  which  would  do  credit  to  any  school  district  of  equal  size  in 
this  country.  The  buildings  are  of  stone  and  brick,  of  the  most  im- 
proved plan  of  architecture  and  reflect  great  credit  on  the  trustees 
in  charge. 

What  steps  the  county  schools  have  taken  this  year  have  all  been 
in  advance.  The  step  in  the  thorough  enforcement  of  the  compul- 
sory attendance  act  was  not  large  enough  and  was  taken  a  little  too 
late  in  the  year,  but  the  superintendent  has  the  assurance  of  the 
boards  of  the  county  that  in  the  future  this  very  important  matter 
will  receive  its  proper  attention  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every 
child  of  school  age  under  fourteen  years  of  age  will  be  found  in  its 
place  every  day  of  the  school  year  unless  he  is  physically  disabled 
or  has  a  very  reasonable  excuse. 

In  looking  back  over  the  year  the  superintendent  feels  that  on  the 
whole  the  schools  have  been  well  kept,  well  taught  and  well  attend- 
ed.    We  are  not  looking  for  material  with  which  to  boast.     All  we 
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ask  is  thai  cacli  pei'soii  undci*  the  school  s.vsU'iii,  both  teacher  and  di- 
I'ector,  both  chikl  and  parent,  act  his  part  well,  conscieutiously  aud 
fearlessly. 


BUTLER  OOITNTy— K.  S.  Peniield. 


Anotlier  school  year  has  passed  in  history,  and  the  results  must 
and  Avill  tell  for  good  or  for  evil.  The  year  has  been  marked  by  ear- 
nest effort  and  faithful  service  on  the  part  of  both  teachers  and  di- 
rectors and  by  the  co-operation  of  patrons  and  the  general  public. 
^yhile  there  may  have  been  no  striking  example  of  superior  achieve- 
ment, there  were  on  the  otherhand,  very  few  of  the  discouraging 
features  that  not  infrequently  interfere  with  the  steady  progress  of 
the  schools.  The  attention  which  is  given  the  schools  today  by 
the  average  patron  shows  that  they  are  becoming  more  intimately 
identified  with  the  thought  and  interest  of  the  masses.  Teachers 
and  directors  are  more  and  more  aroused  to  the  needs  of  our 
schools  aud  are  making  commendable  efforts  to  increase  their  ef- 
ficiency. 

In  the  betterment  of  our  schools  the  teacher  will  always  be  the 
first  consideration.  The  chief  safeguard  of  the  pupil  is  the  slvill  of 
his  instructor.  The  character  of  the  school  and  the  results  obtain- 
ed must  depend  very  largely  upon  the  sense,  the  conscience  and  the 
general  fitness  of  the  teacher.  Many  of  our  teactiers,  who  hold  pro- 
visional certificates,  come  from  the  high  schools  and  the  academies 
and  bring  to  their  work  a  thorough  book  training.  This  is,  of 
course,  essential,  as  no  one  can  teach  what  he  does  not  know,  but 
these  schools  give  little  or  no  attention  to  the  art  of  teaching.  Ob- 
servation has  led  us  to  the  conclusion  that  professional  training 
is  just  as  necessary  and  essential  as  book  knowledge  and  so  it  is 
a  dangerous  experiment  to  place  young  people  with  neither  exper- 
ience nor  knowledge  of  the  art  of  teaching  in  charge  of  the  education 
of  our  children. 

The  number  of  professionally  trained  teachers  is  gradually  in- 
creasing and  yet  too  many  of  our  schools  are  in  the  hands  of  imma- 
ture young  people  who  have  neither  by  experience  nor  by  special 
study  fitted  themselves  so  completely  as  the  important  work  of  the 
teacher  merits  and  demands. 

During  the  year  there  were  employed  in  the  public  schools  of 
Butler  county  three  hundred  and  seventeen  teachers.  Of  this  num- 
ber eighty-one  held  either  permanent  certificate,  normal  teachers' cer- 
tificate, normal  diploma  or  State  teachers'  certificate. 
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Ten  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  were  held  during  the 
year.  Three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  persons  entered  these  ex- 
aminations and  from  this  number  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  were 
licensed  to  teach. 

If  the  schools  are  to  be  improved,  the  standard  of  qualification  of 
the  teacher  must  be  raised.  In  the  examinations  the  policy  of  se- 
lecting the  best  qualified  persons  to  take  charge  of  our  educational 
working-rooms  was  pursued  so  far  as  i)raeticable.  The  law  of  sup- 
ply and  demand  operates  to  prevent  more  rapid  advance  along  this 
line.  The  surplus  of  those  holding  teachers'  certificates  has  been 
reduced  by  the  doctrine  of  the  ''survival  of  the  fittest." 

In  our  schools  the  best  is  found  where  good  teachers  are  retain- 
ed from  term  to  term.  This  policy  of  retaining  competent  teachers 
is  usually  followed  in  the  boroughs  but  in  the  other  districts  of  the 
county  the  constant  change  is  unquestionably  bad  school  economy, 
depriving  both  teacher  and  pupil  of  the  fruits  of  mutual  experience 
and  knowledge  of  each  other  and  general  school  conditions.  If 
school  directors  would  adopt  the  policy  of  retaining  the  good  teach- 
ers and  rejecting  the  poor  ones  altogether,  the  conditions  for  doing 
efficient  work  would  at  once  be  greatly  improved. 

Our  county  institute  which  was  held  December  31  to  Jan.  4,  was 
well  attended  and  was  universally  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  best 
that  has  ever  been  held  in  the  county.  The  lectures  bore  directly 
and  practically  upon  the  duties  of  the  school  room,  thus  rendering 
it  an  acknowledged  instrumentality  for  the  professional  training  of 
our  inexperienced  teachers. 

The  instructors  were,  Dr.  Euric  N.  Roark,  Dean  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal School  of  Kentucky;  Dr.  O.  T.  Corson,  Ex-State  Commissioner 
of  the  Public  Schools  of  Ohio;  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  principal  of  the 
Clarion  State  Normal  School;  Dr.  S.  B.  Linhart,  Vice  Chancellor  of 
the  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania;  Dr.  J.  Leonard  Levy,  of 
Pittsburg;  Dr.  John  Price  Jackson,  of  State  College;  President 
Staples,  of  Beaver  College;  Prof.  W.  E.  Wenner,  of  the  Slippery  Rock 
Normal  School.  The  music  was  in  charge  of  Prof.  C.  S.  Cornell,  of 
California.  The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows:  Monday  even- 
ing, Hon.  Lou  J.  Beauchamp;  Tuesday  evening.  Dr.  Morgan  Wood; 
Wednesday  evening,  Frank  Dixon;  Thursday  evening,  The  Dunbars. 

The  Directors'  Association  of  Butler  county  met  in  their  fourth 
annual  convention  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hall,  Butler,  November  9. 
There  were  in  attendance  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  directors, 
representing  fifty-two  out  of  the  fifty-five  school  districts  in  the 
county.  The  association  was  favored  by  addresses  by  our  Deputy 
State  Superintendent  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Dr.  George  W.  Gerwig,  of  Pitts- 
burg, and  by  Prof.  i.  M.  McClymonds,  of  the  Slippery  Rock  Normal 
School  and  by  Attorneys  Levi  M.  Wise  and  James  E.  Marshall,  of 
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IJutliT.  Scvcnircii  local  iiistiluk'S  were  held  in  llu'  county  during 
tlio  year.  Tlu-so  inoctings  woro  well  attended  by  leacliei's  and  pat- 
rons and  were  the  means  of  creating  a  stronger  s(  liool  sentiment. 

A  patrons'  or  visitors'  day  was  observed  quite  generally  by  our 
teachers  and  pupils  throughout  the  county  (pait  of  them  selecting 
January  L*;j  and  part  of  them  February  22j.  On  these  days  nearly 
five  thousand  patrons  and  friends  visited  the  schoels. 

Fifteen  examinations  were  held  at  convenient  places  in  the  coun- 
ty, the  last  Saturday  in  March,  for  those  who  wished  to  obtain 
common  school  diplomas.  These  examinations  were  conducted  by 
committees  appointed  for  the  purpose.  The  questions  were  sent  out 
from  the  oftice  of  the  County  Superintendent.  Two  hundred  and 
sixteen  young  people  entered  the  examinations.  The  various  com- 
mittees approved  the  papers  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  of 
them.     To  these  diplomas  were  granted. 

We  had  hoped  to  be  able  to  say  something  at  this  time  concerning 
the  operation  of  the  course  of  study,  but  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  Directors'  Association  did  not  complete  its  work  until  the  close 
of  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  the  course  of  study  and  manual  may 
find  a  place  in  every  school  in  the  county  the  coming  year  as  a  guide 
to  both  teacher  and  pupils.  It  is  designed  to  give  definite  ideas  and 
information  as  to  the  work  required  in  each  branch  of  study,  thus 
unifying  the  work  in  the  common  schools  of  the  county,  forming  a 
basis  for  comparing  results  and  thus  bringing  about  a  closer  and 
more  effective  supervision.  Pupils,  especially  the  older  ones,  will 
have  a  definite  aim,  desired  goal  to  reach  and  by  attendance  and 
earnest  effort  will  try  to  reach  it. 

Our  township  high  schools  have  been  doing  excellent  work  dur- 
ing the  year,  three  of  them  sending  out  graduating  classes.  The 
fourth,  which  is  located  at  Middletown,  has  been  in  operation  only 
two  years  and  will  graduate  its  first  class  next  year.  A  new  high 
school  building  was  erected  at  Middletown,  Concord  township,  dur- 
ing the  year  and  was  dedicated  with  appropriate  exercises.  All  four 
of  the  schools  were  in  charge  of  college  graduates.  One  more  town- 
ship high  school  will  b.e  added  to  our  list  the  coming  year,  being  lo- 
cated in  Middlesex  township. 

The  problem  set  for  us  in  relation  to  our  county  schools  is  to  se- 
cure better  teachers,  more  educational  enthusiasm,  better  equip- 
ment, better  attendance,  better  courses  of  study,  more  healthful  and 
artistic  school  environment  and  conditions. 

The  best  solution  of  the  problem  seems  to  me  lies  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  consolidation  of  school  districts  and  the  transportation 
of  pupils.  Among  the  arguments  that  may  be  offered  in  favor  of 
consolidation  of  school  districts  are  the  following:  Better  School 
buildings;  less  expense  for  repairs;  better  janitor  service;  pupils 
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better  classified;  a  fewer  number  of  teachers;  petty  and  local  jeal- 
ousies are  lost  in  the  larger  school;  pupils  more  studious  in  the  graded 
schools  with  only  their  classmates  with  whom  they  must  comi>ete; 
greater  enthusiasm  and  incentive;  jJupils  become  better  acquainted 
with  people,  hence  less  bashful  and  awkw^ard.  The  time  lost  by  a 
supervisor  on  the  road  is  largely  saved  by  consolidation  of  schools. 
It  would  then  be  possible  to  give  all  the  pupils  in  the  district  the 
advantages  of  a  special  teacher  in  drawing  and  music.  Association 
with  others  whose  lives  are  less  restricted  than  their  own  is  a  gain 
in  social  graces.  Much  could  be  expected  in  moral  influences  as 
conditions  are  better  in  graded  schools  than  in  ungraded  ones. 
This  is  especially  true  as  regards  out-buildings  or  basements  in  their 
sanitary  arrangements,  and  in  the  oversight  had  in  and  about  them 
— in  other  words,  the  system  makes  for  economy  and  efficiency. 

I  have  tried  to  do  my  work  honorably  and  faithfully.  How  well 
I  have  succeeded  the  public  must  judge.  Everywhere  in  the  county 
directors,  teachers,  and  citizens  have  treated  me  with  kindness  and 
courtesy.  During  the  year  from  the  middle  of  September  to  the 
middle  of  April,  I  visited  every  school  in  the  county  once,  one  hund- 
red and  one  the  second  time  and  twentj^-nine  the  third  time.  Twen- 
ty-three educational  meetings  were  attended.  School  visitation 
and  attendance  at  educational  meetings  required  more  than  four 
thousand  miles  of  travel. 

Taking  all  things  into  consideration  the  educational  interests  in 
the  county  are  in  good  condition,  the  future  prospects  are  bright, 
and  with  energetic  co-operation  of  all  our  educational  forces  a  much 
higher  ideal  can  be  reached. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  School  Department,  for  cour- 
tesies extended,  the  school  boards,  teachers  the  press  and  all  others 
who  have  helped  to  better  the  school  conditions  of  the  county. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— Herman  T.  Jones. 


Another  chapter  of  the  history  of  the  schools  in  this  county  has 
been  written.  The  year  has  had  its  triumi)hs  as  well  as  its  discour- 
agements. On  the  whole,  hov»^ever,  the  results  accomplished  com- 
pare favorably  with  any  previous  year.  The  attendance  has  been 
good,  teachers  have  been  faithful  to  their  charge,  directors  have 
been  alive  to  the  advancement  of  school  interests  and  public  senti- 
ment has  demanded  a  XJi'Ogressive  policy  in  the  administration  of 
school  affairs. 
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The  year  has  witucsscMl  advanct'S  that  iiiiist  inllucncc  the  future 
of  our  schools.  Adams  township,  one  of  tlie  largest  districts  in  the 
county,  has  felt  the  need  of  closer  supervision  of  its  schools.  Tlie 
county  has  grown  so  large  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  County  Su- 
perintendent to  give  the  schools  close  supervision.  The  supervision 
and  organization  in  our  borough  schools  in  most  cases  has  reach- 
ed a  high  plane.  In  the  rural  districts  where  most  of  our  young 
teachers  receive  their  training  there  is  no  supervision.  Beginners 
receive  no  help  save  from  their  own  experience.  It  is  quite  evident 
then  that  the  school  needs  supervision.  This  state  of  affairs  led  the 
school  board  of  Adams  to  make  a  marked  departure.  They  elected 
a  supervisor  for  their  twenty-three  schools.  The  supervisor  did  no 
teaching.  His  work  was  to  systematize,  organize  and  supervise. 
This  move  brought  about  a  wonderful  change  in  the  schools  of  the 
district.  The  venture  is  well  established  now  and  we  believe  ere 
long  the  same  conditions  will  exist  in  other  districts.  Massachu- 
setts leads  all  the  other  states  in  the  matter  of  public  education. 
One  of  the  secrets  of  her  success  has  been,  that  much  money  has  been 
spent  in  the  supervision  of  schools.  We  hope  that  more  of  our 
school  boards  will  initiate  a  policy  similar  to  the  one  adopted  in 
Adams. 

Pattou  has  for  years  ranked  among  the  best  schools  in  the  county. 
They  maintain  a  high  school  which  would  be  a  credit  to  a  larger 
town.  They  aim  to  give  their  children  the  best  opportunities  money 
can  buy.  Progress  has  been  the  constant  watchword.  Last  year  a 
new  department  was  introduced  into  their  high  school  work.  Boys 
and  girls  have  now  thrown  open  to  them  a  business  course  which 
will  fit  them  to  take  up  at  once  the  duties  of  actual  life.  The  course 
includes  bookkeeping,  stenography,  typewriting,  letter  writing,  com- 
position, grammar,  rhetoric,  etc.  It  has  been  arranged  so  that  a 
pupil  cannot  enter  this  department  until  ready  to  enter  high  school. 
The  board  is  to  be  complimented  and  we  trust  that  others  will 
catch  the  spirit  and  do  likewise. 

The  efficiency  of  a  school  system  depends  upon  a  number  of  fac- 
tors. The  one  vital  element  is  the  teacher.  He  can  do  more  to 
raise  or  lower  the  standard  than  all  the  other  forces  combined.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  a  school  board  can  not  exercise  too  much  cau- 
tion in  the  selection  of  teachers.  We  have  already  referred  to  the 
progress  made  in  Adams  township.  Much  of  it  can  be  traced  to  the 
work  done  by  the  supervisor.  This  has  also  contributed.  The  dis- 
trict advanced  the  wages.  Other  things  being  equal  the  district 
that  pays  its  teachers  best  will  have  the  strongest  teaching  force. 
The  salaries  were  graded.  Those  receiving  a  mark  of  one  and  one- 
fourth  in  practice  of  teaching  received  $52  per  month,  one  and  one- 
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half  brought  ^48,  one  and  three-fourth  brought  |44  and  two  brought 


We  find  evidences  of  advancement  in  this  fact,  that  the  number 
of  provisional  certificates  are  decreasing  while  the  number  of  per- 
manent certificates  and  diplomas  are  increasing.  Last  year  282 
teachers  were  employed  holding  provisional  certificates,  55  holding 
professional,  28  holding  permanent  and  90  holding  normal  dij)lomas. 
The  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  provisional  certificate  will  al- 
most disappear  and  only  those  who  have  a  professional  training 
need  apply. 

The  County  Institute  was  well  attended.  About  twenty  teach- 
ers were  absent.  Some  of  these  were  kept  at  home  by  circum- 
stances beyond  their  control,  while  others  had  no  better  excuse  than 
this,  they  wanted  to  take  a  little  trip.  This  meeting  should  be  first 
and  any  teacher  neglecting  his  obligations  should  be  dropped  the 
first  opportunity.  Local  institutes  were  held  in  nearly  every  dis- 
trict. It  was  our  privilege  to  attend  a  number  of  them.  It  was 
gratifying  to  find  school  patrons  taking  such  a  lively  interest  in  the 
discussion.  A  commencement  exercise  marked  the  close  of  the 
school  term  in  our  high  school.  Space  will  not  admit  an  enumera- 
tion of  the  many  strong  features.  These  meetings  were  well  at- 
tended and  created  a  more  friendly  sentiment  for  our  school  sys- 
tem. The  Directors'  Convention  w'as  well  attended.  An  interesting 
program  had  been  arranged.  Indeed  the  day  was  too  short.  The 
papers  and  discussions  revealed  that  our  school  officials  are  men  of 
intelligence  and  are  determined  to  promote  school  interests. 

Twentj-five  public  examinations  were  held.  Three  hundred  and 
sixty-one  provisional  certificates  were  granted.  Seventy-four  ap- 
plicants failed.  The  pupils'  examinations  at  the  close  of  the  school 
term  were  well  attended.  About  two  hundred  presented  themselves 
for  examination.  Of  this  number  one  hundred  and  forty  received 
diplomas.  This  feature  of  our  school  work  should  receive  the  sup- 
port of  teacher,  director  and  patron.  A  pupil's  effort  depends  upon 
whether  there  is  an  aim.  It  should  be  impressed  on  every  pupil 
that  he  is  not  ready  to  leave  school  until  he  has  reached  the  place 
where  he  can  pass  this  examination.  It  is  a  deplorable  fact  that 
we  find  so  few  large  boys  and  girls  in  our  country  schools.  Have 
our  schools  lost  their  interest  for  such  pupils  or  can  it  be  attributed 
to  indlflference  on  the  part  of  the  patrons.  This  is  the  place  that 
needs  strengthening  in  the  schools  of  this  country. 

A  number  of  buildings  have  been  completed.  Blacklick  township 
erected  two  one  room  buildings.  Croyle  township  built  a  one  room 
structure.  Elder  township  has  to  its  credit  a  one  room  building. 
Gallitzin  built  a  magnificent  structure.  It  is  one  of  the  most  mod- 
ern and  best  equipped  buildings  in  the  country.    It  is  well  lighted 
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luul  vi'iitihitt'd  and  is  a  luodcl  in  architLMtiiiv  and  design.  We  will 
expect  even  better  tliinj^s  of  this  district  next  year  on  this  account. 
Jackson  built  one  two  room  and  a  one  room  building.  Munster 
erected  a  one  room  building.  Scalp  built  a  four  room  building.  It 
is  well  designed  and  is  eloquent  of  a  healthy  public  sentiment. 
Sloneycreek  built  a  one  room  structure.  Susquehanna  erected  a 
one  and  a  two  room  structure.  Upper  Yoder  added  a  one  room  build- 
ing. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— Mattie  M.  Collins. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed  considerable  work  of  a  pro- 
gressive nature  can  be  reported.  The  majority  of  teachers  have 
shown  more  interest  and  have  been,  more  devoted  to  their  work 
(han  in  previous  j'ears.  A  better  feeling  seems  to  exist  among  the 
teachers,  directors  and  all  interested  in  the  public  schools.  Some 
of  our  teachers  are  attending  summer  schools  in  order  to  better  fit 
themselves  and  get  new  ideas  for  the  next  year's  work.  Am  sorry 
that  I  cannot  report  that  all  are  doing  something  along  this  line. 
We  still  have  a  few  teachers  that  are  no  longer  students,  but  de- 
pend upon  the  knowledge  received  from  attending  school  before 
they  became  teachers. 

All  the  schools  in  the  county  were  visited  three  times,  and  all 
schools  of  eight  months  were  visited  four  and  five  times.  A  uni- 
form course  of  study  for  the  schools  of  the  county  below  the  High 
school  was  placed  in  each  school  room  by  the  Superintendent.  At 
the  close  of  the  school  term  examinations  were  held  for  pupils  that 
had  finished  the  course.  Those  receiving  diplomas  are  ready  to 
enter  the  High  school. 

Five  public  and  five  special  examinations  were  held  during  the 
year.  Forty-seven  provisional  certificates,  and  one  professional 
certificate  were  granted.    Sixteen  applicants  were  rejected. 

Four  rooms  were  added  to  the  East  Ward  School  building,  in  Em- 
porium. In  various  places  the  buildings  were  repaired  and  refur- 
nished. The  school  rooms  of  the  county  are,  with  few  exceptions, 
comfortable  and  pleasant. 

The  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Emporium,  October 
15-19.  The  instructors  were.  Dr.  Ira  Howerth  of  the  Chicago  Uni- 
versity; Professor  Francis  H.  Green  of  the  West  Chester  Normal 
School;  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Principal  of  the  Clarion  Normal 
School;  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder  of  Lock  Haven  had  charge  of  the  music. 
The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday, 
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"The  DeKoven  Male  Quartette,  and  Reader."  Tuesday,  ''Copley 
Square  Concert  Company."  Wednesday,  Dr.  Edward  Burton  Mc- 
Dowell, on  the  "Panama  Canal."  Thursday,  "The  Kellogg-Haines 
Singing-  Party."  All  the  teachers  in  the  county  were  present  ex- 
cept one.  The  instruction  during  the  day  was  of  a  high  order,  and 
the  evening  entertainments  were  both  instructive  and  pleasing. 

Three  local  institutes  were  held  in  the  county,  and  well  attended 
by  teachers  and  patrons. 

The  Fourth  Annual  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the 
Court  House,  Emporium,  March  30.  About  two-thirds  of  the  direc- 
tors were  present.  Dr.  Schaeffer  gave  an  excellent  address  to  the 
directors  in  the  morning  session.  Prof.  Pierce  of  the  Ridgway 
schools  and  local  men  made  up  a  very  interesting  program  in  the 
afternoon. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  for  the  many  favors  and  the  directors,  teachers,  and 
citizens  of  the  county  for  their  cheerful  support  and  co-operation. 


CARBON  COUNTY— Jas.  J.  Bevan. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  in  several  important  respects  some 
progress  was  during  the  past  school  year  toward  better  school  con- 
ditions and  more  efficient  schools  in  Carbon  county. 

Three  new  buildings  were  opened  for  use.  The  largest  of  these 
is  at  Park  View,  Banks  township.  It  is  a  two-story,  four  room 
structure,  modern  in  design,  well  lighted,  heated  and  furnished,  and 
intended  for  the  use  of  the  proposed  township  high  school.  The 
building  is  well  situated  for  this  purpose  and  is  a  credit  to  the 
school  board  of  Banks  township.  At  Albrightsville,  Kidder  town- 
ship, a  one-room  building  was  erected,  worthy  of  mention  in  this  re- 
port as  being  the  first  of  its  kind  in  our  county.  The  plan  of  its 
construction  provides  for  equable  heat  and  ventilation.  These  two 
long  sought  necessities  of  every  school  house  are  secured  here  by  a 
stove  in  one  corner  of  the  room  surrounded  by  a  large  iron  jacket, 
a  conduit  carrying  fresh  air  from  the  outside  to  the  stove,  and  a 
large  ventilating  flue  which  carries  ofC  the  noxious  gases  of  the  room 
and  produces  a  circulation  of  fresh  heated  air  throughout  all  parts 
of  the  room.  The  plan  is  a  complete  success.  This  building  also 
has  a  separate  cloak  room  for  the  boys  and  girls,  a  large  book  closet, 
and  a  cellar  for  fuel  accessible  from  inside  the  building.  It  is  at- 
tractive in  appearance  and  situation.     The  water  closets  connected 
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wilh  it  ju'o  consti'iicted  so  as  to  nuikc  it  convenient  to  comply  with 
Hie  law  ivlaling  thereto.  At  Little  Gap,  Lower  Towamensing  town- 
shij),  a  one  room  biiildinj;'  similar  in  dcsijiu  to  the  one  just  described 
was  erected.  This  building  is  substantially  built  of  brick,  construct- 
ed so  that  it  may  be  heated  by  a  cellar  furnace  and  in  appearance 
and  situation  is  a  handsome  school  house  and  a  credit  to  our 
county. 

Every  school  in  the  county  was  visited  during  the  year.  Most  of 
the  rural  schools  and  those  tauj^ht  by  first  year  teachers  were  vis- 
ited two  or  three  times,  and  the  high  schools  many  times  during 
the  year.  The  general  condition  of  each  school  and  its  surround- 
ings, the  methods  of  teaching  and  the  character  of  the  discipline  of 
the  teacher,  the  kind  or  work  emphasized,  if  any,  and  the  results 
of  this  work,  the  attitude  of  the  pupil  toward  his  work  and  his 
teacher — ^these  were  some  of  the  important  matters  of  inspection 
during  every  visit.  According  as  the  occasion  demanded,  these 
phases  of  school  work  were  discussed  with  the  teacher  in  charge, 
suggestions  were  offered,  and  plans  were  made  for  such  improve- 
ment as  existing  conditions  would  permit.  The  superintendent's 
visit,  therefore,  was  the  occasion  for  much  personal  work  with  the 
individual  teacher.  In  many  instances  the  work  thus  attempted 
was  productive  of  good  results,  while  in  other  cases  no  efifect  was 
apparent.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  there  were  less  positive  fail- 
ures in  our  teaching  force  than  last  year.  A  large  majority  of  our 
teachers  showed  a  desire,  or  at  least  a  willingness  to  improve 
their  efficiency  as  teachers.  Again  do  I  wish  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  good  teaching  is  by  no  means  confined  to  that  class  of 
teachers  by  whom  one  would  most  naturally  expect  to  see  such 
teaching  done  and  the  most  satisfactory  results  accomplished.  It 
is  not  always  in  the  school  taught  by  the  high  grade,  the  most  ex- 
perienced, the  best  educated,  the  best  paid,  nor  the  most  preten- 
tious teacher,  but  frequently  in  the  contrary  instance  that  we  find 
the  best  work  done.  I  wish  to  commend  here  the  work  of  that  large 
body  of  teachers  of  our  county,  both  in  town  and  rural  school,  that  have 
for  years  past  given  such  valuable  and  efficient  service  to  their  sev- 
eral districts;  also  of  that  class  of  younger  teachers  whose  zeal  for 
their  w-ork  and  whose  industry  in  its  execution  are  gradually  mak- 
ing better  teachers  of  them  and  elevating  the  quality  of  the  teach- 
ing force  of  our  county.  And  lastly  in  this  connection  would  I  urge 
upon  all  of  our  teachers,  especially  the  inefficient,  the  indolent,  and 
the  indifferent,  the  high  duty  that  rests  upon  them  all  of  seeking 
by  every  means  at  hand  the  highest  efficiency  as  teachers  in  order 
that  those  whom  they  teach  may  receive  through  them  the  full 
measure  of  their  right  to  a  sound  elementary  education. 

The  activity  of  previous  years  in  the  work  of  promoting  teaching 
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efficiency  and  professional  zeal  in  our  teachers  as  well  as  to  arouse 
more  intelligent  interest  in  school  problems  on  part  of  parents  and 
others  was  continued  during  the  past  year.  In  point  of  number  of 
meetings  held  for  this  purpose  and  the  character  of  work  accom- 
plished by  them  our  effort  in  this  direction  exceeded  that  of  pre- 
vious years.  Beginning  in  September,  the  superintendent  held  a 
series  of  meetings  of  teachers  and  directors  in  various  sections  of 
the  county  for  instruction  and  mutual  discussion  of  the  immediate 
needs  and  duties  of  the  rural  schools.  At  the  County  Institute 
held  in  October,  the  fundamental  facts  and  principles  of  teaching 
and  the  more  general  phases  of  class  instruction  in  arithmetic, 
geography,  reading,  and  the  literary  training  of  the  teacher  were 
discussed  by  a  faculty  of  able  instructors.  Following  this  at  various 
times  during  the  year,  a  series  of  local  institutes  was  held. 
These  meetings  were  largely  attended  by  teachers  and  patrons  and 
the  themes  discussed  were  highly  practical.  Primary  Number  Work, 
Arithmetic  in  Advanced  Grades,  Method  in  Education,  Grammar, 
Moral  Training,  The  Recitation,  the  Art  of  Study,  and  School  Room 
Hygiene  were  the  most  important  subjects  considered.  About  one- 
fourth  of  the  teachers  of  the  county  took  an  active  part  in  these  in- 
stitutes. And  finally  at  the  annual  high  school  commencements, 
all  except  one  of  which  the  superintendent  attended,  the  ever 
growing  necessity  of  home  and  school  co-operation  in  the  right 
training  our  children  was  emphasized. 

The  annual  School  Directors'  Convention  was  held  in  the  Court 
House  at  Mauch  Chunk  on  Wednesday,  October  31st,  1906,  and 
was  attended  by  directors  from  every  district  in  the  county.  The 
principal  addresses  of  the  convention  were  delivered  by  Hon.  Nathan 
C.  Schaeffer,  State  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction  of  Penna.;  Hon. 
W.  W.  Stetson,  State  Supt.  of  Maine,  and  Nathan  M.  Balliet,  Esq. 
A  complimentary  dinner  to  his  fellow  school  directors  of  the  coun- 
ty was  again  given  by  Mr.  David  J.  Pearsall,  of  Mauch  Chunk,  and 
was  greatly  enjoyed  by  them.  This  convention  proved  the  wisdom 
and  the  value  of  these  annual  meetings,  for  it  was  at  once  a  profit- 
able and  inspiring  session  to  all  who  attended. 

With  this  brief  comment  on  a  few  of  the  important  phases  of 
school  activity  the  record  of  the  year  must  be  closed,  with  the  grate- 
ful acknowledgments  of  the  superintendent  to  our  State  Depart- 
ment, our  county  press,  school  directors,  teachers,  and  patrons  for 
cordial  co-operation  in  every  effort  of  the  past  year  to  make  better 
the  schools  in  which  the  children  of  our  county  are  being  trained 
for  the  life  that  lies  before  them. 
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CENTRE  COUNTY— David  O.  Etteis. 


During  the  past  year,  the  scliools  of  Centre  county  made  fair 
progress.  In  a  few  districts  the  conflict  between  attendance  and 
vaccination  impaired  the  usefulness  of  the  school. 

Snow  Shoe  erected  a  two  room  building  of  modern  tyi)e,  and 
State  College  borough  a  four  room  wing  to  the  original  six  room 
structure. 

A  growing  interest  is  manifest  throughout  the  county  in  the  se- 
lection of  good  men  as  school  directors.  To  oppose  new  ideas,  and 
new  conditions  is  no  longer  permitted  to  stand  as  the  crowning 
qualification  for  a  place  on  the  school  board.  Whether  or  not  the 
person  will  assist  in  giving  better  school  conditions  is  now  the 
ruling  question  in  passing  upon  the  fitness  of  candidates  for  a  place 
on  the  school  board.  Of  course,  this  is  as  it  should  Jbe,  since  the 
board  is  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  educationally  speaking. 

The  township  high  school  is  growing  more  and  more  popular. 
We  now  have  twelve  of  these  schools  well  organized  and  doing 
good  work;  and,  likely,  one  or  two  more  will  be  instituted  at  the 
opening  of  the  next  term,  in  September. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  have  adopted  a  course  on  reading 
which  already  has  begun  to  make  for  much  of  good.  However,  we 
have  a  few  persons  on  our  teaching  force  who  should  either  wake 
up  to  a  full  realization  of  the  importance  of  their  work  or  drop  out 
and  give  place  to  others  who  are  willing  to  keep  abreast  the  times. 

In  a  few  instances,  very  few  we  are  glad  to  say,  persistently  in- 
different teachers  have  been  assisted  in  ''holding  on,"  by  directors 
who  are  disposed  to  be  forgetful  of  the  best  interests  of  the  schools 
under  their  care. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  the  many  courtesies  shown  me,  the  directors,  teachers,  and 
patrons  for  their  kind  co-operation  in  the  effort  to  advance  the 
best  interests  of  the  best  people  in  the  world,  our  boys  and  girls. 
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CHESTER  COUNTY— G.  W.  Moore. 


Interest  in  the  cause  of  popular  education  in  Chester  county  was 
never  so  great,  we  think,  as  during  the  past  year.  This  was  eviden- 
ced in  many  ways,  but  more  especially  by  the  overflow  audiences  in 
attendance  at  all  educational  meetings  throughout  the  county  and 
the  general  interest  taken  in  the  subjects  under  consideration.  The 
directors,  on  the  whole,  have  been  faithful  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties  and  the  teachers  zealous  in  their  work. 

Most  of  our  teachers  have  done  special  work  during  the  year  to 
advance  themselves  in  the  profession.  Many  of  them  attended 
Summer  Schools,  some  take  special  work  at  the  University  on  Sat- 
urdays during  the  term,  while  eighty-six  pursued  the  work  of  the 
Professional  Reading  Course,  most  of  whom  took  the  examination 
and  received  certificates  therefor.  The  books  considered  during 
the  past  year  were  Brumbaugh's  "The  Making  of  a  Teacher,"  See- 
ley's  "Elementary  Pedagogy,"  and  Hamilton's  "The  Recitation." 

One  general  examination  and  five  special  examinations  were  held 
during  the  year;  one  hundred  seventy-five  applicants  being  examin- 
ed, one  hundred  fifty-five  of  whom  received  provisional  certificates. 
During  the  year  we  granted  a  number  of  professional  certificates. 
The  annual  examination  for  permanent  certificates  was  held  in 
West  Chester  March  15  and  16,  at  which  time  nine  candidates  were 
examined  and  subsequently  were  granted  permanent  certificates 
by  the  State  Superintendent. 

The  Principals'  Association  held  three  regular  meetings  during 
the  year.  These  meetings  were  largely  attended  and  the  spirit 
of  true  investigation  and  helpfulness  was  manifest  in  the  subjects 
considered.  We  believe  the  principals  did  a  wise  thing  in  adopting 
a  uniform  course  in  English  Classics  for  the  township  high  schools. 
This  report  was  subsequently  approved  by  the  Directors'  Conven- 
tion. 

The  Teachers'  association  of  the  county  held  its  Annual  Conven- 
tion in  Phoenixville  when  the  subjects  of  "Discipline"  and  "Geog- 
raphy" were  most  thoroughly  considered.  Dean  Omwake  of  Ursinus 
College  gave  the  closing  address  of  the  day. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  of  course  the  educational  event 
of  the  year.  Instruction  during  the  week  was  given  by  Dr.  G.  M. 
Philips,  Principal  West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  Dr.  Ira  Woods 
Howerth,  University  of  Chicago,  Dr.  Charles  A.  McMurray,  Indiana 
State  Normal  School,  Prof.  John  Kennedy,  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Jos. 
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S.  Walton,  Goorj;e  School,  Prof.  Jeiry  March,  Musical  Instructor, 
IMiila.,  Dr.  Bird  T.  Baldwin,  West  Chester  State  Normal  School  and 
Trof.  Smith  Buriiham,  West  Chester  State  Normal  School.  The 
eveniiij;  entertainers  were  Mrs.  Isabel  Garghill  Beecher,  Frank  Dixon, 
R.  P.  Outcault  and  Manning  Clee  Club. 

During  the  year  local  institutes  were  held  at  Spring  City,  East 
Brandywine,  W^cst  Grove,  Oxford  and  Parkerford. 

Two  conventions  of  school  directors  of  the  county  were  held  with- 
in the  year,  where  the  large  number  of  directors  enrolled  indicated 
the  interest  that  body  has  in  their  deliberations.  The  subjects  dis- 
cussed were  "School  Outbuildings,"  "Uow  to  Attain  the  Greatest  Ef- 
ficiency in  our  Schools,"  "Some  Reasons  for  Creating  a  Teachers' 
Retirement  Fund,"  ''Ethics  in  School  Affairs,"  and  "School  Hy- 
giene." The  conventions  were  addressed  by  Dr.  Ira  Howerth  and 
Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Principal  of  Bloomsburg  State  Normal  School. 

One  new  township  high  school  was  organized  at  Nottingham, 
West  Nottingham  township,  during  the  past  year  and  was  largely 
attended,  making  the  total  number  of  township  high  schools  in  our 
county  twenty.  The  districts  in  which  the  high  schools  are  located, 
as  a  rule,  are  proud  of  them  and  give  them  hearty  support.  We 
think  stronger  work  was  done  in  these  schools  this  year  than  pre- 
viously. The  Graded  Course  of  Study  for  our  ungraded  schools 
proved  to  be  very  valuable,  indeed,  by  way  of  preparing  material  for 
the  requirements  of  the  high  school. 

Substantial  improvements  were  made  during  the  year  through- 
out the  county  by  way  of  repair,  painting  and  papering,  thereby 
making  the  school  houses  more  attractive  and  comfortable  for  the 
children.  An  additional  story  was  added  to  North  Berwyn  school, 
Tredyffrin  township,  also  to  Ship  school.  West  Whiteland  town- 
ship and  Rock  Run  school.  Valley  township. 

Malvern  added  a  new  wing,  thereby  providing  for  three  addition- 
al rooms  and  an  auditorium.  East  Nottingham  added  a  wing  to  the 
Barnsley  High  School,  making  thereby  i)rovision  for  two  new  rooms. 
Spring  City  built  a  beautiful  two  room  building  on  Bridge  street. 
East  Pikeland  moved  into  a  handsome  new  brick  building  at  Kim- 
berton,  which  gave  them  excellent  accommodations  for  their  high 
school  and  also  closed  one  of  the  sub-district  schools.  West  Not- 
tingham added  a  new  room  to  Nottingham  school. 

During  the  year  the  superintendent  attended  fortj^-one  education- 
al meetings;  made  424  visits  to  schools,  accompanied  by  142  direc- 
tors. There  were  fifty  teachers  employed  who  had  had  no  previous 
experience,  the  majority  of  which  tauglit  exceptionally  well.  We 
find  that  there  were  105  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates, 
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20  piofossioiuil  certificates,  103  permanent  certificates  and  183  Nor- 
mal diplomas. 

We  feel  that  the  reorj^anization  of  the  rural  school  is  the  most 
vital  problem  demanding  solution  at  the  present  day.  We  have  in 
Chester  county  65  schools  whose  maximum  enrollment  is  some- 
where between  six  and  eighteen.  We  think  there  are  just  65 
schools  too  many;  that  by  a  little  re-districting  of  the  townships 
and  a  more  liberal  use  of  the  act  permitting  children  to  attend  the 
nearest  school  in  an  adjacent  township  there  would  be  a  saving  of 
about  135,000  in  taxes  and  a  great  strengthening  of  the  system  pro- 
fessionally. 

In  conclusion  we  are  truly  grateful  for  the  hearty  cooperation  in 
the  cause  of  popular  education  in  Chester  county. 


CLARION  COUNTY— L.  L.  Himes. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  make  this,  my  fifth  annual  report  of  the 
schools  of  Clarion  county.  While  we  haA'e  not  accomplished  all 
that  we  planned  and  expected,  w^e  feel  that  the  year  has  been  good 
and  that  substantial  grow-th  has  been  the  rule. 

Of  the  265  teachers  employed  all  have  not  been  as  successful  and 
faithful  as  we  hoped.  Nothwithstanding  these  failures,  there  is  a 
strong  sentiment  among  the'  majority  of  our  directors,  favoring 
good  school  houses,  good  teachers  and  good  wages,  and  a  greater 
demand  for  professionally  trained  teachers.  The  attendance  was 
better  than  any  previous  year.  The  enforcing  of  the  vaccination 
law  gave  us  very  little  trouble  in  comparison  to  that  of  last  year. 
There  should  be  some  way  to  overcome  this  remaining  difficulty, 
which  is  caused  by  pupils  not  Avanting  to  attend  school  and  indif- 
ferent parents  who  refuse  to  comply  with  the  vaccination  law,  thus 
putting  the  child  beyond  the  reach  of  the  compulsory  provisions. 

Four  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  These  are  much 
superior  in  construction,  size  and  furnishings  to  those  replaced.  Three 
houses  were  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  year,  and  an  two  of  the 
districts  the  directors  were  compelled  to  close  the  schools,  as  they 
could  not  secure  suitable  buildings  in  which  to  finish  the  terms. 

Salem,  Porter  and  Redbank  townships  have  township  high 
schools,  which  are  well  attended  and  doing  good  work.  Many  pupils 
residing  in  townships  that  do  not  have  tow^nship  high  schools  at- 
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teud  the  borough  high  schools.  Several  school  boards  refused  to 
pay  the  tuition  for  pupils  attending  high  school  in  an  adjoining 
district,  and  in  each  case  suit  was  brought  to  compel  the  payment. 

New  Bethlehem,  Clarion,  St.  Petersburg,  East  Brady,  Bdenburg 
and  Sligo  boroughs  have  well  equipped  high  schools  with  (courses 
of  study  ranging  from  two  to  four  years.  Each  held  graduating 
exercises  at  the  close  of  the  term,  which  were  well  attended  and 
reflected  credit  on  all  connected  with  the  schools. 

Local  institutes  were  held  iu  eight  districts.  These  were  well 
attended  by  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons.  Clarion  Normal  faculty 
aided  us  very  much  at  these  meetings  by  the  principal  or  some 
member  of  the  faculty  being  present,  and  taking  part  in  the  ex- 
ercises of  each  meeting. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  December 
17th,  and  was  one  of  the  leading  educational  events  of  the  year, 
and  in  attendance,  interest,  and  the  presenting  of  high  educational 
ideals,  was  a  decided  success.  The  following  were  the  principal 
instructors:  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Dr.  George  W. 
Gerwig,  Prof.  S.  F.  Truit,  Prof.  W.  Y.  Welch,  Prof.  Wilson  A.  Price, 
Miss  Beatrice  Weller  instructed  in  drawing,  and  Prof.  I.  D.  Gresh 
and  Miss  Melissa  Davie  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  Elma  B. 
Smith  Company  and  Bostonian  Musical  Company  each  gave  an 
evening  entertainment.  Rev.  Dr.  Frank  Luce  lectured  on  Tuesday 
evening  and  Dr.  Russell  H.  Conwell  on  Thursday  evening. 

Last,  but  not  least  of  the  educational  meetings  held  during  the 
year,  was  the  Directors'  Association,  which  held  a  two  days'  session 
in  the  court  house.  The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  was 
with  us  and  authoritatively  answered  many  of  the  difficult  ques- 
tions that  had  perplexed  directors  and  teachers.  Dr.  J.  George 
Becht  addressed  the  convention  during  the  sessions.  These  con- 
ventions can  be  made  one  of  the  most  helpful  sources  of  information 
to  teachers  and  directors.  School  directors  acting  together  can 
do  much  toward  encouraging  young  men  and  women  who  contem- 
plate teaching  to  make  thorough  preparation  for  the  work.  The 
grading  of  teachers'  wages  according  to  the  kind  of  certificate  under 
the  new  minimum  salary  law,  will  have  a  good  effect  by  causing 
teachers  to  strive  for  the  higher  grades  of  certificates,  but  directors 
should  demand  better  preparation  and  better  work  on  the  part  of 
the  teacher,  in  accordance  with  the  increased  salary.  The  new 
salary  law  made  known  the  fact  that  a  majority  of  the  patrons  and 
directors  want  a  fifty  dollar  teacher,  but  at  the  same  time  they  want 
value  received  for  the  money.  So  it  is  up  to  the  teacher  to  make 
himself  worth  fifty  dollars  per  monlli  or  seek  some  other  employ- 
ment demanding  less  skill,  energy  and  brains.     Directors,  patrons 
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and  superintendents  Avill  hail  with  delight  the  time  when  teachers 
cannot  teach  year  after  year  on  a  low  grade  certificate. 

On  account  of  a  severe  attack  of  inllaminatory  rheumatism  dur 
ing  the  latter  part  of  last  winter,  I  was  unable  to  visit  quite  a  num- 
ber of  our  schools. 

In  conclusion,  1  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  many 
courtesies  and  helpful  assistance  received  from  the  Department, 
and  Clarion  Normal  Faculty. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— W.  E.  Tobias. 


In  submitting  the  report  for  Clearfield  county,  for  the  year  19()T, 
we  report  progress  along  all  lines.  This  is  especially  true  in  the 
matter  of  attendance.  Last  year  in  many  of  the  rural  districts  the 
schools  were  nearly  broken  up  by  the  enforcement  of  compulsory 
vaccination.  The  agitation  was  less  this  year  and  the  attendance 
was  correspondingly  better.  During  the  year  twenty-nine  public 
examinations  were  held.  At  these  examinations  four  hundrf^d  and 
ninety-one  applicants  were  examined,  three  hundred  and  fifty-five 
provisional  and  seven  professional  certificates  were  issued. 

There  were  four  hundred  and  eighty-one  teachers  employed  in 
the  county.  Three  hundred  and  twenty-three  of  these  held  provi- 
sional certificates,  fifty-three  professional,  thirty  permanent,  sixty- 
two  normal  diplomas  and  seven  were  college  graduates.  The  num- 
ber of  normal  and  college  graduates  is  increasing  from  year  to 
year.  This  is  evidence  that  our  teachers  are  realizing  the  import- 
ance of  more  thorough  preparation. 

During  the  year  four  hundred  and  seventy-six  schools  were  visited 
by  the  superintendent.  Most  of  the  teachers  were  found  doing 
good  faithful  work.  In  a  county  the  size  of  Clearfield,  some  failures 
are  to  be  expected,  but  these  were  comparatively  few.  We  are  en- 
deavoring to  raise  the  standard  of  both  the  provisional  and  the  pro- 
fessional certificates.  We  have  been  somewhat  handicapped  by 
the  low  salaries  which  caused  a  dearth  of  good  material  to  select 
from.  The  teacher's  minimum  salary  law  which  has  lately  been 
I)assed  should  be  an  inducement  for  the  older  and  better  teachers 
to  remain  in  the  profession.  This  will  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  the 
inefficient  and  poorly  qualified. 

The  sentiment  in  favor  of  township  high    Bchools    is    growing. 
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Sandy  township  has  establislied  a  school  of  this  kind  durinj^  the 
year,  making-  the  eighth  one  in  the  county.  Arrangements  have 
already  been  nnide  to  open  three  new  ones  at  the  beginning  of  next 
term.  These  schools  are  doing  work  which  will  compare  favorably 
with  that  done  in  the  borough  high  schools.  Sandy  township  has 
also  established  a  district  superintendency. 

Two  new  buildings  w^ere  erected  during  the  year  and  a  number 
were  repaired.  Osceola  built  a  thirty-five  thousand  dollar  struc- 
ture. It  is  one  of  the  finest  and  best  equipped  buildings  in  the 
county.  The  structure  is  a  credit  to  the  directors,  and  speaks  well 
for  the  educational  enterprise  of  the  community.  Sandy  township 
built  a  fine  one-roomed  brick  building.  This  township  which  is 
one  of  the  largest  in  the  county  has  all  brick  buildings  except  two. 

The  directors'  convention  was  held  September  24th  and  25th. 
The  sessions  were  very  w^ell  attended,  the  discussions  timely  and 
interesting. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  December  ISth  to  22d.  There 
w^ere  four  hundred  and  fifty-five  teachers  enrolled.  The  attendance 
was  not  quite  so  large  as  last  year,  as  DuBois  held  a  separate  in- 
stitute. The  instructors  wei-e  Dr.  W.  W.  Black,  Dr.  George  L. 
Omw^ake,  Prof.  Francis  H.  Greene,  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter.  The 
night  entertainers  were  Frank  Dixon,  Z,  T.  'Sw^eeney,  The  Musical 
Five,  and  Philip  P.  Campbell.  Nine  local  institutes  were  held  at 
different  places  in  the  county.  These  were  w^ell  attended  by  the 
teachers.  Many  of  the  townships  held  monthly  institutes  where 
teachers  and  directors  met  in  joint  session  to  discuss  school  ques- 
tions. Local  and  monthh'  institutes  are  becoming  a  feature  of  the 
educational  work  of  the  county,  and  it  can  be  truthfully  said  that 
they  w'ere  never  more  helpful  and  inspiring  than  during  the  past 
year. 

On  the  whole,  I  think  we  have  had  a  very  successful  year  and  we 
hope  for  still  better  things  in  the  future. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira  N.  McCloskev. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  unusual  progress  in  the 
schools  of  this  county.  Teachers  have  been  faithful  and  directors 
{ire  growing  more  attentive  to  the  general  needs  of  the  schools. 
Salaries  have  been  increased  in  a  number  of  districts. 

The  county  institute  was  a  decided  success.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Dr.  Chas.  G.  Ellis,  Supt.  Charles  Lose  and  Prof. 
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Chas.  H.  Gordiiiier.  The  musical  director  was  J.  A.  Sprenkel,  and 
I)ianist,  Miss  Elizabeth  McCloskey. 

These  annual  meetings  are  looked  forward  to  by  teachers  and 
directors  as  the  greatest  educational  event  of  the  year.  Many  di- 
rectors and  high  school  students  spend  the  week  in  the  institute. 

Tlie  local  institutes  are  growing  more  popular  year  by  year.  The 
reflection  of  these  meetings  may  be  seen  in  the  improved  methods 
employed  by  our  younger  teachers  in  their  work. 

The  fourth  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was  held 
on  January  24,  and,  notwithstanding  the  bitter  cold  weather  of 
that  date,  the  meeting  was  well  attended. 

Dr.  Nathan  C.  SchaefEer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
and  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller  were  present  and  gave  valuable  talks.  Many 
of  the  directors  took  prominent  part  in  the  discussions  and  were 
ready  to  ask  questions  bearing  on  school  administration. 

The  value  of  these  meetings  cannot  be  measured  in  dollars  and 
cents.  Clinton  county  usually  sends  five  delegates  to  the  Annual 
State  Meeting  of  Directors. 

Township  high  schools  are  growing  in  public  favor.  Three  new 
districts  are  planning  to  open  high  schools  this  coming  winter. 
There  w^ere  fif  ty-tw^o  young  people  graduated  from  these  high  schools 
at  the  close  of  the  spring  term  in  1907. 

The  interest  in  school  libraries  does  not  abate.  Several  hundred 
new  books  were  added  to  the  different  collections  during  the  term. 
Some  schools  have  added  monthly  magazines  to  their  lists  of  read- 
ing matter. 

During  the  summer  vacation  many  school  buildings  of  the  county 
were  papered  and  painted.  In  several  districts  large  porticoes  were 
built  which  add  materially  to  the  looks  of  the  buildings  and  fur- 
nish protection  to  the  children  in  time  of  storm.  Stone  walks  have 
been  laid,  trees  planted  and  ash  piles  relegated  to  back  lots. 

Throngh  the  untiring  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils  thirty-eight 
schools  of  the  county  now  each  own  an  organ.  Two  schools  pur- 
chased pianos.  Many  others  rent  musical  instruments  at  moderate 
prices. 

Our  county  has  160  teachers.  Go  per  cent,  of  whom  are  either 
graduates  of  Normal  schools  or  have  had  Normal  training.  Many 
teachers  were  graduates  of  high  schools. 

The  professional  spirit  manifested  by  our  teachers  is  commend- 
able. Many  are  availing  themselves  of  the  best  works  in  Pedagogy 
and  Methods  and  are  making  a  careful  study  of  them,  while  a  num- 
ber attend  summer  schools. 

Twelve  public  examinations  were  held.  One  hundred  and  six- 
teen applicants  were  examined,  forty-one  of  whom  were  rejected. 
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The  county  is  fortunate  in  having  many  professionally  trained 
teachers. 

I  have  made  33G  visits  to  the  schools  diirinj^-  the  year.  We  had 
the  pleasure  of  the  company  of  many  directors  on  different  occa- 
sions of  these  visits. 

The  co-operation  of  parents  with  the  teachers  has  reduced  truancy 
to  a  minimum  and  rendered  discipline  comparatively  easy.  Public 
school  sentiment  is  growing.  Necessity  of  education  is  becoming 
more  apparent.  Our  citizens  are  beginning  to  realize  that  the  pub- 
lic school  is  the  people's  college. 

We  regret  that  we  cannot  retain  more  men  in  the  teaching  pro- 
fession. Steady  employment  and  higher  salaries  in  other  lines  of 
work  rob  us  annually  of  some  of  our  best  teachers. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  teachers  as  a  body  for  the  earnest  and  con- 
scientious w^ork  done,  and  for  their  liberal  support  of  the  county 
and  local  institutes. 

We  are  deeply  indebted  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
and  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  help  given. 

We  close  our  fifth  annual  report  with  an  expression  of  heartfelt 
gratitude  to  all  who  have  rendered  assistance  in  the  Avork  of  the 
year. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Evans. 


In  submitting  this  my  fifth  annual  statement  of  educational  con- 
ditions in  this  count}'.  I  am  pleased  to  report  more  progress  the 
past  year  than  during  any  other  period  of  my  administration. 

This  is  due  iu  great  measure  to  the  following  reasons:  Persons 
concerned  in  education  are  coming  to  understand  each  other  better; 
a  greater  number  of  efficient  educational  meetings,  especially  in  the 
remote  communities;  a  more  rational  view  of  educational  questions 
on  the  part  of  the  leaders;  a  greater  number  of  teachers  who  are 
genuinely  interested  in  their  work  and  a  larger  body  of  progressive 
citizens  who  are  helping  the  cause.  This  has  been  the  most  peace- 
able year  we  have  had;  heretofore  we  have  been  continually  con- 
fronted by  various  forms  of  new  legislation  which  in  several  dis- 
tricts created  a  condition  of  turmoil  which  often  rendered  satis- 
factory school  work  impossible;  it  has  been  characterized  by  a  con- 
dition of  harmony  and  co-operation  among  directors,  teachers  and 
patrons. 

It  is  appropriate  that  our  fiftieth  annual  institute  was  pronounced 
by  everybody  the  best  we  have  ever  had.     It  was  held  during  the 
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week  beginning  December  3.  The  instructors  were:  Hon.  Henry 
Houck,  Dr.  Chas.  A,  McMurry,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  and  Prof.  Jerre  March. 
The  evening  course  consisted  of  the  Cleveland  Ladies'  Orchestra, 
Geo.  R.  Wendling,  The  Dunbar  Company  and  Dr.  A.  A.  Willits. 

Through  the  extreme  courtesy  of  the  American  Car  and  Foundry 
Company,  of  Berwick,  our  teachers  were  permitted  to  visit  and 
study  the  greatest  industrial  plant  of  its  kind  in  the  State,  under 
the  instruction  and  direction  of  Dr.  McMurry.  This  was  a  stupen- 
dous undertaking  but  it  proved  of  immense  educational  value. 

Our  twenty-third  directors'  meeting  was  held  on  Thursday  of  tlie 
institute.  Although  the  weather  was  inclement,  eighty  directors 
attended.  They  held  two  good  sessions  by  themselves  and  met  with 
the  teachers  during  the  last  period  of  the  day,  when  all  were  de- 
lighted and  inspired  by  Henry  Houck. 

The  regular  annual  meeting  of  the  directors  was  held  March  IG 
in  the  Normal  Auditorium.  This  was  without  doubt  the  most  suc- 
cessful meeting  of  its  kind  ever  held  in  the  county.  It  was  attended 
by  137  directors,  fifty-six  of  whom  were  accompanied  by  their  wives. 
Excellent  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  J.  B.  Fortner, 
Supt.  Killgore,  Sullivan  county;  Dr.  L.  B.  Kline,  N.  Beishline.  Hon. 
F.  C.  Bowersox,  J.  C.  Brown  and  Dr.  I.  L.  Edwards.  The  sessions 
were  highly  entertained  with  vocal  music  by  Prof.  C.  O.  Skeer  and 
the  pupils  of  the  Bloomsburg  High  School.  Responding  to  the 
generous  invitation  of  Dr.  Waller,  the  directors  and  their  wives  were 
royally  banqueted  by  the  Normal  School.  The  afterdinner  speak- 
ing proved  a  most  enjoyable  occasion. 

Local  institutes  were  held  at  Beaver,  Benton,  Hidlays,  Fisherdale, 
St.  James,  Mt.  Zion,  Buckhorn,  Waller,  Numidia,  Jerseytown,  Main- 
ville,  Mitflinville,  Millville,  Rupert,  Canby,  Orangeville,  Center  Pine 
and  Central.  Most  of  these  meetings  consisting  of  three  sessions, 
were  held  by  the  teachers  and  were  well  attended  by  the  pupils 
and  patrons.  I  was  present  and  took  an  active  part  in  nearly  all 
of  them. 

During  the  year  seven  regular  monthly  meetings  of  the  county 
educational  association  were  held  in  the  court  house.  The  basis 
of  our  professional  discussions  was  McMurry's  method  of  the  Reci- 
tation; the  afternoon  sessions  were  devoted  to  a  study  of  March's 
Point  of  View.  These  later  sessions  are  designed  to  be  especially 
interesting  to  parents,  many  of  whom  attend  and  take  part.  We 
are  much  indebted  to  the  professors  of  the  Normal  School  and 
Supts.  Chas.  Lose,  U.  L.  Gordy  and  S.  H.  Dean  for  valuable  as- 
sistance in  these  meetings. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  I  conducted  examinations  for  the  pupils 
both  of  the  common  and  high  schools;  209  seventh  grade  pupils 
were  promoted  and  124  eighth  grade  pupils  were  granted  certlfi- 
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cates  admitting  them  to  high  schools.  Of  the  high  school  pupils 
examined  from  our  village  and  township  schools  101  juniors  and 
100  middlers  were  promoted,  while  forty  seniors  were  found  ready 
to  graduate. 

Common  school  commencements  were  held  in  Beaver,  Benton 
borough,  Briarcreek,  Catawissa  township,  Centre,  Fishingcreek, 
Franklin,  Greenwood,  Locust,  Madison,  Main,  Mifflin,  Millville,  Mon- 
tour, Mt.  Pleasant,  Orangeville,  Pine,  Koaringcreek,  Scott  and 
Sugarloaf.  High  school  commencements  were  held  in  Benton  bor- 
ough, Briarcreek,  Fishingcreek,  Locust,  Milflin,  Orangeville,  Roaring- 
creek  and  Scott.     I  was  present  and  took  part  in  nearly  all  of  these. 

Township  high  schools  were  established  in  Madison,  Centre  and 
Beflver  townships.  We  now  have  eleven  of  these  schools  which  are 
doing  excellent  work  much  to  the  delight  of  the  progressive  people 
of  our  rural  communities.  The  attendance  in  these  schools  will 
exceed  300  next  year.  Already  a  number  of  their  graduates  have 
entered  college  and  the  Normal  School,  while  several  have  become 
excellent  teachers. 

Concerning  school  buildings,  there  has  been  considerable  improve- 
ment. We  have  only  a  few  buildings  which  are  not  comfortable 
and  properly  equipped.  ]\Fost  of  our  directors  realize  the  import- 
ance of  good  school  facilities  and  are  doing  all  they  can  to  provide 
them.     In  many  districts  there  is  a  real  pride  in  this  respect. 

The  directors  of  West  Berwick  have  purchased  a  fine  site  and 
upon  it  have  erected  a  handsome  twelve-room  brick  building  at  a 
cost  of  about  135,000,  to  accommodate  the  rapidly  increasing  popu- 
lation. It  is  well  equipped  with  most  modern  appliances  and  ap- 
paratus, and  reflects  much  credit  upon  the  directors  and  the  com- 
munity; it  is  to  be  dedicated  soon.  A  two-story  frame  addition 
was  built  at  North  Berwick  the  upper  room  of  which  is  occupied 
by  the  township  high  school. 

The  schools  of  our  large  boroughs  have  never  been  so  efficient  as 
now.  The  regularity  of  attendance  is  remarkable.  Bloomsburg 
Las  a  new  course  of  study  which  is  one  of  the  best  we  have  ever 
seen.  In  Berwick  the  attendance  is  constantly  increasing  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  much  there  to  tempt  the  older  pupils  to 
drop  out  and  work.  West  Berwick  High  School  graduated  its  first 
class;  the  commencement  was  a  great  success. 

An  educational  picnic  w^as  held  at  Rupert  Grove  on  June  8.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  what  we  hope  will  become  a  permanent  edu- 
cational feature  in  the  future.  About  600  interested  people  at- 
tended and  it  proved  a  very  happy  occasion.  Dr.  Waller  made  the 
address. 

Our  Normal  school  is  in  excellent  condition;  the  equipment  so 
sorely  needed  to  provide  foy  the  gre^t  increase  of  students  has  been 
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secured;  an  excellent  faculty  is  in  charge  and  the  attendance  is 
still  growing.  The  effect  of  an  increased  efficiency  of  our  common 
and  high  school  system  is  beginning  to  be  seen  in  the  number  of 
students  from  this  county  who  attend  this  institution  as  well  as  in 
the  more  adequate  preparation  they  have  upon  entering.  About 
GO  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  are  Normal  graduates. 

Besides  attending  to  a  greatly  increased  amount  of  routine  work, 
I  have  made  over  300  visits  to  the  schools,  having  gone  to  some  sev- 
eral times  where  there  was  need  of  special  assistance;  I  have  made 
over  60  public  addresses  upon  educational  subjects  having  never 
refused  a  single  call  where  the  dates  did  not  conflict;  I  conducted 
an  eight-weeks'  summer  school  at  Benton  and  took  an  eight-weeks' 
course  in  Cornell  University  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  new  ideas 
and  increased  capacity. 

Our  teachers  have  labored  faithfully  and  have  stood  by  me  most 
loyally;  our  directors  have  done  all  they  could  to  assist  me,  while 
the  boys  and  girls  generally  are  doing  the  best  they  can  to  secure 
an  education.  If  results  are  to  measure  success,  this  has  been  a 
year  of  great  encouragement  and  much  promise.  Yet  there  is  much 
to  be  done  which  is  scarcely  begun.  With  a  continuance  of  the 
present  attitude  of  the  people,  I  am  sure  the  coming  year  will  pro- 
duce results  still  more  gratifying. 

I  feel  deeply  indebted  to  the  editors  of  our  various  papers  for 
their  generosity;  I  have  been  materially  assisted  by  the  officials  of 
the  State  Department,  and  I  appreciate  fully  the  hearty  support 
that  the  good  people  of  this  county  have  given  me.  To  all  these  I 
gladly  extend  my  most  sincere  gratitude,  in  the  earnest  hope  that 
my  future  efforts  may  be  worthy  of  the  commendation  of  those 
whom  I  serve. 


CRAWFORD  COUNTY— John  D.  Goodwin. 


11   is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  report  one  of  the  most  success 
fal  years  in  the  educational  history  of  Crawford  county. 

I  believe  every  district  has  given  substantial  evidences  of  real 
progress. 

Some  have  done  considerably  more  than  others.  A  number  of 
district  institutes  were  held  over  the  county,  all  well  attended  by 
directors  and  citizens,  and  much  good  was  accomplished. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  evidences  of  progress,  is  the  spirit 
of  improvement  among  teaehere. 

They  have  been  unusually  euthnsiaetic  and  faithful.     Not  satis- 
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fied  with  picscnt  atlaiiuiuMits,  they  arc  making  iiohlc  clTorts  to 
qualify  Ihi'iiif^olves  iK^ttcr  for  the  work. 

We  have  a  mutli  lariici'  percciitajic  aUciidiiig  Normal  schools, 
colleges,  reading"  educational  books  and  papers  than  formerly. 

I  visited  all  the  schools,  j^ivinj;-  the  work  the  closest  supervi- 
sion possible,  considering-  the  number  of  our  schools,  and  the  size 
of  our  county. 

The  attendance  of  pupils  has  been  more  regular  than  ever  be- 
fore. Our  school  property  is  in  good  condition,  and  our  directors 
have  been  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Two  hundred  and  Jifty-three  ])upils  successfully  passed  the  eighth 
grade  examination,  and  w-ere  granted  diplomas. 

Our  tow^nship  high  schools  did  excellent  work,  and  have  em- 
phatically demonstrated  the  wdsdoni  of  furnishing  the  boys  and 
girls  in  the  country,  the  same  advantages  as  in  cities  and  boroughs. 

Our  County  Institute  was  unanimously  voted  the  best  in  the 
history  of  our  county,  and,  jud^ng  from  the  results  wiiich  fol- 
lowed it,  it  certainly  was  a  success. 

I  respectfully  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Department  for  its  kind 
forbearance  w^ith  me,  to  directors  for  their  co-operation  in  their 
respective  districts,  to  the  teachers  for  their  cordial  welcome  in  my 
visits  to  their  schools,  and  to  the  patrons  for  the  encouragement 
and  hospitality  shown  me  while  discharging  my  duties. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


The  work  in  the  public  schools  of  "^'Mother"  Cumberland  has 
been  moving  along  during  the  year  in  a  manner  characteristic  of 
an  old  county.  An  agricultural  section,  thickly  populated  with 
prosperous  farmers,  tradesmen,  and  professional  men — it  presents 
a  quality  of  intelligence  and  progressiveness  that  maintains  a  high 
standard  of  educational  attainment  without  any  marked  fluctua- 
tions. 

The  directorate  of  our  schools  is  composed  of  men  from  the  best 
class  of  citizens,  and  the  administration  of  our  school  affairs  is 
conducted  in  an  honest  and  intelligent  manner.  The  patrons  have 
been  showing  great  interest  in  the  schools,  and,  I  believe  there  has 
never  been  a  period  in  the  history  of  the  county  wiien  there  was 
so  little  dissatisfaction  expressed  with  the  work  of  the  teachers 
and  the  general  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  schools.  Never- 
theless there  have  been  some  criticisms,  but  in  most  instances  only 
5 
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where  it  was  just  and  reasonable.  Under  such  harmonious  con- 
ditions the  work  in  our  schools  has  not  only  been  satisfactory  and 
efficient  but  also  pleasant  to  all  concerned. 

Four  years  ago,  a  Course  of  Study  was  prepared  for  the  mixed 
schools.  Since  its  use  our  schools  have  been  better  graded  and 
classified,  and  system  has  taken  the  place  of  the  haphazard  work 
done  before.  At  the  beginning  of  the  school-term  just  closed,  the 
Course  was  slightly  revised  and  much  supplementary  material 
added.  The  limited  supervision  due  to  the  large  number  of  schools 
in  the  county  made  it  seem  wise  to  include  suggestions  on  teach- 
ing the  different  subjects  by  grades.  These  suggestions  covered 
about  thirty  pages  of  the  manual,  and  included  those  touching  the 
errors  common  to  many  teachers  as  observed  in  the  visitation  of 
the  schools.  •  The  general  improvement  during  this  term  was  very 
marked  and  exceedingly  gratifying.  Many  defects  and  deficiencies 
of  long  standing  have  disappeared,  and  many  others  are  being  rapid- 
ly uprooted.  The  labor  and  the  expense  put  on  this  work  are  fully 
justified  by  such  excellent  results.  The  teachers  with  but  few  ex- 
ceptions have  been  faithful  in  putting  the  Course  of  Study  into 
operation  and  applying  the  suggestions  in  their  respective  schools, 
and  deserve  commendation  for  their  efforts  to  bring  their  schools 
to  a  higher  standard  of  excellence,  and  to  make  themselves  more 
efficient  teachers. 

The  citizens  throughout  the  county  have  shown  a  live  interest 
in  education  by  their  attendance  at  the  educational  gatherings, 
in  many  of  which,  the  patrons  contributed  to  the  programs  in  an 
able  manner.  About  sixty  meetings  of  an  educational  character 
were  held.  A  personal  knowledge  of  fifty-five  of  them  permits  us 
to  state  that  they  were  largely  attended,  the  programs  showed  care- 
ful preparation,  and  the  discussions  were  thoughtful  and  intelligent. 
All  of  these  meetings  have  sustained  an  actiA^e  educational  interest, 
and  have  accomplished  much  good  for  our  schools. 

Our  fourth  annual  picnic  was  held  in  Mt.  Holly  Park,  Saturday, 
August  18,  1906.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  the  late  Dr.  G.  M.  D. 
Eckels,  Prof.  J.  J.  Brehm,  Harrisburg;  Supt.  H.  Milton  Roth,  Gettys- 
burg, and  Dr.  John  P.  Garber,  Philadelphia.  This  was  one  of  the 
largest  gatherings  of  the  year. 

The  fifty-third  annual  session  of  the  county  institute  was  held 
the  week  beginning  December  3,  1906.  The  instructors  were  as  fol- 
lows: Drs.  Jonathan  Rigdon,  S.  D.  Fess,  O.  B.  Super,  S.  G.  Hef el- 
bower,  and  the  late  G.  M.  D.  Eckels.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Supt.  J.  C.  Wagner  and  Prof.  G.  W.  Shumberger.  The  music  was 
ably  directed  by  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter.  The  evening  attractions  were, 
The  Musical  Five,  Rufus  E.  King,  The  Dunbar  Male  Quartette  and 
Bell  Ringers,  and  Hon.  P.  P.  Campbell.    Like  all  other  institutes 
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this  was  considered  the  most  successful.  The  directors'  session  in 
connection  with  tlie  institute  was  well  attended. 

The  fifteenth  annual  session  of  the  School  Directors'  Association 
was  held  in  the  court  house,  Carlisle,  Pa.,  Thursday  and  Friday, 
February'  21st  and  22d,  1907.  Important  scliool  questions  were  dis- 
cussed in  a  practical  way  by  the  directors  and  others.  Supt.  J.  M. 
Coughlin  was  with  us  during  both  days  and  added  greatly  to  the 
strength  and  value  of  the  program  rendered.  The  Thursday  even- 
ing session  was  addressed  by  Dr.  A.  Duncan  Yocum,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject  "The  Community  and  the 
School."  This  number  was  supplied  by  the  Civic  Club,  of  Carlisle, 
an  organization  comx>osed  of  public  spirited  ladies  who  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  work  along  the  lines  of  civic  improvement 
and  public  education. 

Our  township  high  schools  have  had  a  very  successful  year. 
Twenty-two  young  people  completed  the  prescribed  course  and 
graduated  from  the  four  schools.  The  commencement  exercises 
gave  evidence  of  the  growing  popularity  of  these  schools  in  the  re- 
spective communities.  The  different  boroughs  of  the  county  gradu- 
ated forty-seven  pupils.  The  closing  exercises  reflected  great  credit 
upon  the  members  of  the  classes,  their  teachers  and  parents. 

The  examinations  for  common  school  diplomas  were  held  March 
16,  1907.  Sixty-one  pupils  presented  themselves  for  examination. 
Forty-seven  were  granted  diplomas.  Six  pupils  from  the  New  King- 
ston school  district  passed  the  examination  successfully,  and  the 
teacher,  Prof.  J.  A.  Ward  arranged  for  commencement  exercises, 
at  which  time,  the  diplomas  were  presented  to  the  pupils.  Such 
exercises  cannot  fail  to  stimulate  the  pupils  and  arouse  a  desire  to 
remain  in  school  sufficiently  long  to  obtain  such  a  rcAvard.  It  is 
hoi>ed  that  other  districts  will  follow^  a  similar  plan  in  the  future. 

Most  of  our  rural  school-buildings  are  in  good  condition  and 
receive  careful  attention.  The  directors  in  many  districts  have 
improved  the  appearance  of  the  buildings  with  paint  and  paper,  as 
well  as  making  other  needed  repairs.  It  is  hoped  that  all  directors 
will  see  that  the  young  people  are  surrounded  by  the  best  ma- 
terial conditions  that  will  develop  a  taste  for  the  beautiful  and  a 
desire  to  protect  public  property.  Many  of  the  school  grounds 
should  receive  more  attention  during  the  summer.  They  should 
be  among  the  beauty  spots  of  rural  scenery. 

Lemoyne  borough  erected  a  very  fine  six-room  building  supplied 
with  the  best  modern  conveniences  and  equipment.  This  gives 
them  one  of  the  best  school  buildings  in  the  county. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  for 
the  hearty  support  of  the  patrons,  directors  and  teachers,  believ- 
ing that  whatever  improvement  or  advance  that  has  been  made 
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ill  our  schools  during  the  year,  has  been  possible  only  through  their 
assistance  and  co-operation.  I  am  sincerely  grateful  to  all  these 
factors,  including  the  public  press  of  the  county  for  the  dissemina- 
tion of  educational  information  and  the  State  Department  for  ad- 
vice and  assistance. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— H.  V.  B.  Garver. 


We  are  glad  to  report  considerable  progress  in  the  efficiency  of 
our  schools.  We  prove  this  assertion  by  the  knowledge  that  we 
have  that  directors  employ  fewer  teachers  who  have  had  no  ex- 
perience; the  majority  of  the  teachers  who  hold  provisional  certi- 
ficates attend  our  State  Normal  schools  and  the  directors  in  many 
districts  employ  only  teachers  with  the  higher  grade  certificates. 
We  have,  however,  a  number  of  boroughs  that  have  their  schools 
open  for  the  minimum  length  of  term,  but  we  are  glad  to  report 
that  these  boroughs  are  seriously  considering  the  advisability  of 
lengthening  the  term. 

We  are  very  anxious  that  districts  properly  enforce  the  com- 
pulsory attendance  law.  Our  anxiety  is  for  the  same  cause  that 
the  legislators  had  in  mind  when  they  passed  the  act.  Their  ob- 
ject was  to  prevent  illiteracy.  We  are  glad  to  say,  too,  that  with 
very  few  exceptions  our  school  boards  do  well. 

The  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  1905  which  authorizes  di- 
rectors to  pay  the  tuition  of  pupils  attending  neighboring  high 
schools  has  caused  a  number  of  districts  to  adopt  a  course  of  study, 
pay  better  salaries  and  select  more  efficient  teachers. 

The  fifty-fourth  annual  session  of  the  teachers'  institute  was 
held  at  Harrisburg,  from  October  29th  to  November  2d.  The  fol- 
lowing instructors  were  with  us  and  the  teachers  and  friends  of 
the  institute  congratulate  themselves  for  having  received  such  ex- 
cellent instruction: 

Dr.  Alexander  Forbes,  Mt.  Holly,  N.  J.;  Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Bos- 
ton, Mass.;  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels,  Shippensburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller, 
Jr.,  Bloomsburg,  Pa.;  Prof.  Hamlin  E.  Cogswell,  Indiana,  Pa. 

The  sixteenth  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  con- 
vened on  Thursday  forenoon  during  week  of  institute.  This  meet- 
ing was  very  well  attended  and  the  directors  had  the  pleasure  of 
listening  to  four  excellent  talks  from  experienced  school  men. 
The  mid-winter  meeting  of  the  association  was  held  at  Millersburg. 
Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre,  delivered  a  stirring  ad- 
dress to  the  directors  and  patrons  at  the  evening  session. 
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We  are  glad  to  say  that  we  have  a  few  additional  districts  in 
which  regular  teachers'  meetings  are  conducted.  We  hope,  how- 
ever, that  in  the  near  future  teachers,  directors,  and  patrons  will 
clearly  see  the  need  of  such  meetings. 

Local  institutes  have  been  a  monthly  occurrence  in  some  districts 
and  in  many  of  the  districts  two  or  more  meetings  were  held.  These 
are  meetings  where  teachers  of  different  districts  mingle  for  their 
professional  benefit  and  the  proper  welfare  of  the  districts  and 
schools  which  they  represent. 

The  principals  of  the  county  invited  the  superintendents  and 
principals  of  adjoining  counties  to  their  annual  meeting  at  Steel- 
ton.  At  this  meeting  were  discussed  many  interesting  educational 
topics  which  should  bear  fruit  for  the  schools  in  this  section. 

We  are  glad  again  this  year  to  report  a  new  school  house  erected 
by  Upper  Paxon  township. 

Susquehanna  erected  a  commodious  two  room  building  at  what 
is  known  as  Kiverside. 

Penbrook  borough  built  an  annex  of  four  large  rooms  to  its  brick 
building. 

Millersburg  remodeled  the  High  school  room  and  it  is  very  much 
improved. 

Jackson  township  repaired  one  of  the  buidings  and  it  is  very  much 
improved  and  made  comfortable. 

The  Uniontown  directors  took  the  antiquated  heaters  from  the 
school  building  and  installed  an  up-to-date  steam  heating  plant. 
This  board  of  directors  is  to  be  congratulated  on  such  an  important 
move  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  school  children. 

We  are  very  much  encouraged  to  see  the  interest  manifested  by 
the  majority  of  the  teachers  in  the  schools  which  they  teach.  Many 
of  the  teachers  at  their  own  expense  decorate  the  walls  of  the  school 
room  with  beautiful  and  very  appropriate  pictures  and  try  to  make 
the  school  appear  more  like  the  home. 

In  closing  this  report  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Instruction  for  their  valuable  assistance  during  the  year;  the 
public  press  for  publishing  articles  of  interest  for  the  welfare  of  the 
schools  and  all  others  who  assisted  in  making  the  schools  what  they 
were  during  the  last  school  year.  We  hope  they  will  continue 
with  us  in  this  honorable  work. 
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DELAWARE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


The  schools  of  Delaware  county  have  closed  after  another  year's 
successful  work.  Directors  and  teachers  have  been  unusually  ac- 
tive in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  the  children  of  the  county 
have  been  correspondingly  benefitted  thereby.  These  conditions 
are  largely  due  to  educational  meetings  held  for  the  benefit  of  teach- 
ers, directors  and  patrons  and  which  have  been  well  attended. 

The  directors  of  Clifton  Heights  employed  a  special  teacher  in 
music  and  the  scholars  have  been  very  much  helped  by  this  special 
training.  They  also  conducted  a  night  school  during  the  winter 
which  makes  the  third  season  in  succession. 

The  school  board  of  Lower  Chichester  decided  to  open  a  township 
high  school  and  the  first  year's  work  has  been  completed.  The 
school  was  organized  in  the  Trainer  Grammar  School  building  where 
most  of  the  first  year's  work  of  the  high  school  has  been  done  for 
several  years  past.  The  directors  of  Haverford  township  also  open- 
ed a  township  high  school  and  located  it  in  the  school  building  at 
Llanerch.  In  a  few  years  the  township  will  no  doubt  have  a  strong 
four  years'  high  school  course.  There  are  five  grammar  schools  in 
the  township  to  draw  from  and  the  population  of  the  district  is  rap- 
idly increasing.  Last  year  an  additional  grammar  school  teacher 
was  employed  and  placed  in  the  Llanerch  school  building.  The  prin- 
cipal of  the  new  high  school  has  supervision  over  all  the  schools 
in  the  township. 

In  Upper  Chichester,  the  school  directors  closed  the  Larkin  school, 
the  average  attendance  having  fallen  below  ten  and  the  scholars 
were  sent  to  the  other  schools  in  the  district. 

The  school  board  of  Lansdowne  employed  a  supervising  principal 
whose  whole  time,  with  the  exception  of  a  period  or  two,  is  given  up 
to  supervision.  This  has  proven  a  very  wise  move.  The  good 
effect  upon  the  schools  has  become  quite  apparent  to  all  interested 
in  their  welfare.  The  directors  of  Colwyn  abandoned  the  two  years' 
high  school  work  they  had  been  trying  for  a  few  years,  believing, 
because  of  their  small  numbers  and  lack  of  proper  facilities,  that 
it  was  best  to  send  those  prepared  to  the  Darby  high  school  where 
a  four  years'  course  of  study  is  maintained.  This  gave  Colwyn  one 
teacher  less  than  the  year  before.  At  Johnson's  Corner  in  Concord 
township,  two  teachers  were  employed  last  year.  The  attendance 
at  this  school  having  fallen  off,  only  one  teacher  was  appointed  for 
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the  3'ear  just  closed,  so  that  Concord  had  one  teacher  less  than  last 
year. 

Darby  borough  added  four  teachers  to  its  teaching  force,  Haver- 
ford  two,  and  Lansdowno,  Marcus  Hook,  Newtown,  Norwood,  Pros- 
pect Park,  Upper  Providence,  Ridley  Park  and  Swarthmore,  each 
added  one.  This  makes  anet  gain  of  twelve  teachers  in  the  county, 
for  the  year. 

The  Norwood  grammar  and  high  schools  were  reorganized  on  the 
departmental  plan  so  that  the  scholars  might  have  the  benefit  of  in- 
struction from  teachers  specially  fitted  to  teach  certain  branches. 
It  worked  pretty  smoothly  for  the  first  year. 

The  directors  of  Prospect  Park  added  another  years'  study  to  their 
high  school  course  in  order  to  give  the  children  better  advantages 
at  home  and  at  the  same  time,  to  save  the  expense  of  sending  them 
to  a  nearby  high  school  which  they  had  been  doing  for  some  years. 

Upi)er  Providence  held  its  first  graduating  exercises  as  a  town- 
ship high  school  at  the  close  of  the  term  and  is  in  a  fair  way  to  do 
very  satisfactory  work  in  the  way  of  giving  an  education  to  the 
children  of  the  district. 

The  school  board  of  Ridley  Park  built  a  fine  four  room  addition 
to  their  already  attractive  building  and  also  provided  a  comfortable 
teachers'  room  for  the  use  of  the  teachers.  The  directors  have 
adopted  a  four  years'  high  school  course  of  study  and  their  plans 
have  met  with  the  hearty  support  of  the  patrons  of  the  borough  and 
the  surrounding  districts. 

The  directors  of  Tinicum,  seeing  that  the  number  of  scholars  was 
gradually  increasing,  fitted  up  another  room  with  single  desks  and 
other  necessary  furniture,  so  that  they  might  be  ready  to  open  an 
additional  school  as  soon  as  the  interests  of  the  children  require 
it.  It  is  a  good  thing  to  look  ahead  and  be  prepared  in  time.  It 
often  saves  annoying  delays. 

The  school  board  of  Aston  township  has  had  erected  a  modern, 
two  story  school  building  at  Chester  Heights,  to  take  the  place  of  the 
overcrowded  one  room  building  which  had  been  in  use  for  a  long 
time.  It  is  built  of  stone  and  the  plans  adopted  by  the  board  make 
it  one  of  the  most  attractive  buildings  in  the  county  and  at  the  same 
time  very  conveniently  arranged  for  school  purposes. 

On  January  14th,  Middletown  township  was  unfortunate  enough 
to  lose  by  fire,  the  new  building  they  had  erected  the  year  before, 
near  Darlington  station.  A  defective  heater  seemed  to  be  respon- 
sible for  the  accident.  The  school  was  in  session  but  the  teacher 
quietly  excused  the  school  and  saw  that  all  the  scholars  secured 
their  clothing.  All  furniture,  books,  etc.,  were  destroyed.  It  is 
being  rebuilt  and  will  be  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  next 
school  term.     The  Episcopal  Chapel  of  the  Holy  Angels  located  at 
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Wawa  was  offered  to  the  school  board  which  offer  was  accepted,  aud 
after  a  loss  of  nine  days,  the  school  was  again  in  session.  The  at- 
tendance, however,  was  not  large  since  the  location  was  most  too 
far  away  from  a  large  number  of  those  on  the  roll  of  the  school. 

The  school  board  of  Darby  borough  gave  a  series  of  illustrated 
lectures  during  the  winter  for  tlic  instruction  of  the  children  of  the 
borough.  A  small  admission  ice  was  charged  the  parents  and 
others  attending  but  the  children  were  admitted  free.  The  lectures 
were  of  such  a  nature  as  to  materially  help  the  children  in  their 
study  of  geography  and  to  make  it  a  more  interesting  study  for 
them. 

The  Delaware  County  Teachers'  Association  held  its  meetings 
regularly  every  five  weeks  aud  they  were  well  attended.  The  last 
meeting  was  held  at  Chadds'  Ford  and  after  the  interesting  pro- 
gram which  was  concluded  in  the  morning,  the  teachers  were  driven 
over  the  Brandywine  battle  field  stopping  at  Washington's  and  La- 
fayette's headquarters.  Five  years  before,  the  Association  took  a 
similar  trip. 

The  annual  directors"  convention  was  well  attended  and  the  usual 
interest  manifested. 

The  Principals'  Club  which  has  been  in  existence  for  about  three 
years,  took  on  new  life  during  the  year  and  some  very  helpful  meet- 
ings were  held  and  the  attendance  was  very  encouraging  to  the 
management.  It  is  sure  to  prove  a  helpful  factor  in  the  education- 
al interests  of  the  county  hereafter. 

The  directors  of  Swarthmore  introduced  sewing  into  their  schools 
and  lessons  were  given  regularly  each  week  throughout  the  yeai 
by  a  competent  instructor. 

I  have  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county,  twice  during  the  year 
rendering  Avhatever  assistance  I  felt  needed  by  way  of  counsel  and 
encouragement. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  the  schools  of  Elk  county  have 
made  more  than  the  usual  progress  during  the  past  year,  for  many 
of  the  plans  promoted  and  encouraged  and  much  of  the  work  done 
in  the  past  few  years,  now  begin  to  bear  noticeable  fruit.  This  is 
a  great  satisfaction  and  incentive  to  school  officials,  teachers,  pupils 
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and  par(4its  lor  tlicrc  is  iiolliinj;  lliat  arouses  public  interest  like 
true  results. 

Teachers  Iniprovinj;-. — Our  teachers  seem  tikbe  keenly  alive  to  the 
responsibility  and  importance  of  their  work.  The}'  show  a  desire 
to  advance  and  succeed,  and  success  is  always  the  result  of  such  ef 
fort.  Few  of  our  teaching  force  are  self  satisfied  as  can  be  seen 
from  the  fact  that  over  70  per  cent,  of  our  last  year  teaching  force, 
spent  a  part  of  the  previous  spring  or  summer  in  the  State  Noi-mal 
Schools  or  in  the  excellent  Summer  Normal  School  conducted  at 
Ridway  during  the  past  few  years,  while  nearly  as  a  whole  they 
have  faithfully  pursued  the  reading  course  adopted  for  the  county 
and  have  by  attending  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings  qualified 
themselves  to  be  true  leaders  of  the  youth. 

^Mien  teachers  are  conscious  of  the  requirements  of  their  calling, 
when  they  read,  study  and  look  for  a  better  knowledge  of  how  to 
conduct  a  school  the  problem  is  more  than  half  solved,  for  tlu^y  are 
an  inspiration  to  those  whom  they  lead. 

Directors  Earnest. — The  directors  of  the  several  districts,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  took  an  added  interest  in  the  work  giving 
great  attention  to  the  selection  of  teachers,  making  efficiency  tlie 
one  thing  most  to  be  considered.  The}^  also  gave  the  same  earnest 
thought  to  providing  school  advantages  for  each  child  and  in  seeing 
that  every  child  was  brought  under  the  influences  of  the  school. 
They  deserve  special  mention  for  the  manner  in  which  they  attended 
directors'  and  teachers'  conventions  and  institutes  and  the  frequent 
visits  made  to  schools  as  well  as  for  the  loyal  support  given  the 
high  schools,  for  without  the  provisions  made  by  the  school  direc- 
tors, the  prominence  of  our  high  schools  in  the  State  would  be  an 
impossibility.  It  is  fortunate  that  our  most  intelligent  and  pro- 
gressive citizens  who  realize  the  importance  of  an  education  consent 
to  give  their  time  in  behalf  of  the  schools. 

Attendance. — The  attendance  of  children  of  school  age  was  up  to 
our  usual  high  standing,  for  the  compulsory  law  was  rigidly  enforced 
in  most  districts  and  the  general  compliance  of  the  parents  or  their 
desire  to  have  their  children  in  school,  made  it  an  easy  task,  however 
w^e  are  conscious  that  the  child  labor  law  needs  drastic  attention. 
The  vaccination  question  continues  to  give  us  some  trouble  and  it 
deprives  the  children  of  some  thoughtless  parents  of  the  blessings 
of  an  education,  but  this  is  the  condition  in  only  few  places  and  it 
will  soon  cease  to  be  an  annoyance. 

High  Schools. — A  high  school  education  is  now  practically  within 

the  reach  of  every  child  in  Elk  county,  for  in  addition  to  our  three 

well  equipped  borough  high  schools  with  their  college  preparatory 

and  business  courses,  all  districts  but  one  maintains  a   township 
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high  school  with  a  two  or  three  years'  course  above  the  common 
branches,  and  this  one,  Benzinger  township,  has  an  arrangement 
with  St.  Marys  borougfe  whereby  all  township  children  may  procure 
the  same  education  offered  to  the  borough  pupils.  Besides  these 
regular  high  schools  there  are  throughout  the  county,  twenty  other 
graded  schools,  of  from  two  to  four  rooms  where  a  one  or  two  years 
course  in  higher  branches  is  completed.  The  high  school  courses 
and  work  have  now  become  so  well  established  that  classes  move 
from  one  grade  to  another  and  on  to  graduation  without  interrup- 
tion, and  parents  as  well  as  pupils  know  exactly  what  work  must 
be  accomplished  for  receiving  the  uniform  diploma  which  is  fur- 
nished by  the  superintendent  after  examinations  by  himself  and 
committees. 

Township  Supervision — Township  supervision  continues  to  be 
popular  and  it  is  doing  a  great  work  in  bringing  our  ungraded 
schools  up  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency,  with  a  fixed  course  of 
work  so  conducted  that  the  country  pupils  become  students  in  the 
high  schools,  after  they  have  completed  the  required  work  and  pass- 
ed the  requisite  examinations  along  with  the  eighth  grade  pupils 
of  the  graded  schools,  for  admission  to  the  high  school  courses. 

Thoroughness. — In  all  our  graded  and  ungraded  schools  "Thor- 
oughness" is  the  watchword,  for  we  feel  that  it  is  more  important 
that  a  youth  be  absolutely  thorough  in  the  branches  covered  than 
that  he  should  have  a  slight  knowledge  of  a  great  number  of 
branches.  Much  attention  is  being  given  to  a  study  of  the  elemen- 
tary sciences,  especially  to  the  subjects  following  Nature  Work  and 
those  dealing  with  the  every  day  problems  of  life.  This  is  particu- 
larly so  regarding  the  study  of  Agriculture  which  is  given  promi- 
nence in  the  high  schools  in  rural  communities,  or  if  we  would  make 
the  farmers  of  the  future  happy  and  prosperous,  or  if  we  would  lead 
the  farmers  child  to  follow  with  pride  the  calling  of  his  parents,  we 
must  give  him  a  scientific  knowledge  of  Agriculture. 

Drawing  and  Music. — The  subject  of  Drawing  has  been  given 
great  attention  in  this  county,  for  many  years  and  we  now  find 
good  work  in  this  important  line  in  nearly  all  our  schools,  especially 
so  in  the  borough  schools  where  superior  work  is  done  under  the 
supervision  of  special  teachers  in  Drawing.  It  is  evident  that  a 
knowledge  of  form  is  an  essential  for  those  that  later  follow  a  me- 
chanical calling,  and  many  of  our  young  people  take  up  such  work. 

'Some  attention  has  been  given  to  the  teaching  of  Music  but  we  are 
far  from  satisfied  with  the  results  and  we  urge  upon  directors  and 
teachers,  the  necessity  of  making  this  a  study  where  possible. 

Commercial  Courses. — St.  Marys  and  Ridgway  boroughs  provide 
high  class  commercial  courses  free  to  all  students  of  school  age  who 
have  a  required  knowledge  of  general  subjects.     These  courses  in- 
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elude  Stenography,  Typowiitinj;,  Book  kecpinfjf,  Corrospondence  and 
Commercial  Law.  There  is  great  opportunity  for  office  help  in  this 
manufacturing  and  mining  section  and  many  of  our  young  people  are 
acceptably  filling  positions  of  trust,  after  completing  these  courses. 
Many  of  our  other  high  schools  give  brief  courses  also  covering  Book- 
keeping and  Correpondence. 

Educational  Meetings. — The  last  County  Institute  was  pronounc- 
ed by  all  a  decided  success  and  it  was  attended  by  all  but  two,  of 
the  two  hundred  twentj^-two  teachers  of  the  county.  The  interest 
was  at  high  pitch  at  all  times  and  great  numbers  of  persons  not  teach- 
ing attended  and  enjoyed  with  the  teachers  the  excellent  instruction 
given.  The  following  were  the  instructors:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr. 
James  M.  Coughlin,  Dr.  Andrew  T.  Smith,  Dr.  J.  M.  Balentine,  Trof. 
A.  J.  Mooney  and  Prof.  W.  A.  Wilson. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Directors'  Association  was  held  March  12  and 
13  and  it  was  a  great  success,  a  strong  program  of  subjects  treating 
of  the  duties  of  school  officers  was  earnestly  discussed  by  directors 
and  superintendents.  Hon.  Henry  Houck  was  present  and  gave  val- 
uable instruction  and  advice  at  each  session  and  in  the  evening  gave 
his  interesting  lecture  on  "Jerusalem,"  to  the  directors,  teachers 
and  people  present.  These  meetings  as  well  as  the  Farmers'  Insti- 
tutes, held  each  year  at  three  points  in  the  county  are  doing  good 
work  in  developing  public  sentiment  along  educational  lines. 

Local  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings  arranged  for  by  the  super- 
visory officers  and  attended  by  nearly  all  teachers,  principals,  direc- 
tors and  the  superintendent,  continue  to  be  a  great  inspiration  for 
here  the  real  difficulties  encountered  and  means  of  their  correction 
are  discussed.  The  few  teachers  who  do  not  attend  these  meetings 
are  generally  of  the  poorest  class  and  directors  and  superintendents 
are  not  slow  in  dropping  them  out  of  the  profession,  for  their  chief 
interest  is  in  drawing  pay. 

School  Visitation. — The  superintendent  visited  all  schools  in  the 
county  once,  nearly  all  a  second  time  and  many  three  or  four  times, 
making  in  all  491  visits  which  with  arranging  for  and  attending  in- 
stitutes and  directors'  meetings,  holding  high  school  and  teachers' 
examinations  and  performing  the  other  routine  duties  of  the  office 
has  kept  him  very  busy.  A  greater  number  than  usual  of  the  direc- 
tors accompanied  the  superintendent  on  his  visits  and  showed  great 
insight  into  the  working  of  the  schools. 

Co-operation. — It  is  a  matter  of  much  gratification  that  each  add-, 
ed  year  we  have  a  better  working  force  and  that  the  superintend- 
ents, principals,  teachers,  directors  and  all  educational  factors  work 
with  increased  harmony  and  added  interest  to  the  end  that  the  past 
year  has  been  the  pleasantest  as  well  as  the  most  successful  of  any 
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during  our  connection  with  the  schools,  for  all  of  which  tbey  have 
our  heartiest  thanks. 

The  press  of  the  county  has  been  more  than  generous  in  giving 
time  and  space  to  educational  reports  and  matters  of  school  inter- 
est and  have  been  great  agencies  in  developing  a  good  sentiment  for 
all  of  which  they  have  the  thanks  of  the  educational  forces  of  the 
county. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  also  deserve  our  gratitude 
for  the  assistance,  suggestion  and  encouragement  given,  and  espec- 
ially Dr.  Schaeffer  and  Dr.  Houck  who  did  so  much  to  make  a  success 
of  the  County  Institute  and  Directors'  Convention. 


ERIE  COUNTY.— Samuel  B.  Bayle. 


I  respectfully  submit  the  following  as  my  report  for  the  school 
year  ending  June,  1907. 

Efficient  work  on  the  part  of  the  school  directors,  teachers  and 
pupils  of  our  county  has  brought  its  results  in  our  schools.  The 
patrons  of  our  schools  are  withholding  nothing  that  will  improve 
the  conditions  and  conduce  to  the  welfare  of  the  public  schools  of 
Erie  county.  These  things  being  true  the  work  of  the  superintend- 
ent although  heavy  must  be  pleasant. 

Our  aim  during  the  past  year  as  during  the  other  years  of  my  su- 
perintendeucy,  has  been  to  have  a  year's  work  done  during  the  school 
year.  Our  schools  are  all  graded  and  we  hold  that  a  pupil  that 
is  in  his  right  place  in  our  schools  should  make  a  grade  during  the 
school  year.  This  we  demand  of  our  pupils  and  require  of  our  teach- 
ers and  with  very  few  exceptions  this  has  been  done.  In  these 
times  our  boys  and  girls  should  be  taught  to  do  thoroughly  their 
work  and  at  the  same  time  they  should  be  taught  that  they  must 
forge  ahead. 

In  visiting  our  schools  I  sometimes  think  that  we  are  trying  to  do 
too  much.  That  in  our  grammar  grades  there  are  too  many  branches 
taught.  I  think  we  would  accomplish  more  in  the  development  of 
power  to  think  and  to  do  with  a  less  number  of  branches,  and  each 
year  going  farther  in  the  branches  required. 

While  in  Erie  county  we  hold  to  no  stated  uniform  course  of  study 
for  our  teachers  because  of  such  a  difference  in  scholastic  attain- 
ment among  them,  yet  we  urge  individual  study  and  improvement  as 
far  as  possible  on  the  part  of  each  one  of  our  three  hundred  and 
forty  teachers.  The  work  that  our  teachers  are  doing  shows  that 
they  are  a  body  of  studious  teachers. 
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Centralization  as  we  are  foUuwinj;-  it  out  in  Erie  county  is  very 
satisfactory.  Our  wagons  are  well  fitted  for  the  purpose.  Our 
boards  secure  competent  and  careful  men  to  drive  them.  The  pupil 
thus  carried  are  happy  and  comfortable  on  their  way  to  and  from 
school  and  the  people  directly  concerned  in  this  part  of  the  work 
seem  satisfied.  • 

The  interest  in  High  Schools  in  Erie  county  has  not  abated.  The 
work  of  organization  still  goes  on.  In  our  schools  we  demand  High 
School  work.  In  our  townships  and  boroughs  we  are  doing  the 
same  class  of  High  School  work  that  is  being  done  in  the  cities  and 
in  addition  to  this  we  haA^e  the  natural  advantages  of  country  life. 

There  has  never  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  schools  when 
our  teachers  have  paid  so  much  attention  to  nature  study  and  to  ag- 
riculture.    And  it  is  well.     The  pupils  are  profiting  thereby. 

The  Department,  the  School  Directors  of  Erie  county,  our  teach- 
ers, our  pupils,  the  patrons  of  our  schools  and  my  fellow  superintend- 
I  II  ts  have  all  been  helpful  and  I  thank  them. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY— C.  G.  Lewellyn. 


The  schools  of  Fayette  county  have  done  good  work  during  the 
year  that  has  just  closed.  No  marked  changes  have  taken  place. 
The  teachers  as  a  whole  did  substantial  w'ork  throughout  the  year. 
While  this  is  true  of  a  large  body  of  them,  it  cannot  be  siaid  of  all 
of  them.  On  account  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  schools,  it 
was  necessary  to  employ  quite  a  number  of  persons  who  had  never 
taught  before;  but  a  majority  of  these  beginners  had  been  in  school 
preparing  themselves  for  teaching  and  did  good  work. 

Nineteen  public  examinations  were  held  during  the  year.  525 
l)rovisional  certificates  and  40  professional  certificates  were  granted. 
248  applicants  were  rejected.  160  diplomas  were  issued  to  pupils 
who  completed  the  county  course  of  study. 

The  Fayette  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  the 
Court  House  at  Uniontowai,  SatLirdar,  November  17,  1906.  127 
school  directors  w^ere  present.  Ex-Supt.  J.  M.  Berkey  of  Pittsburg 
addressed  the  meeting  in  the  afternoon.  The  following  officers 
were  elected:  Mr.  George  L.  Moore  of  Brownsville,  President;  Mr. 
Biddle  Hornbeck  of  Dunbar  township.  Vice  President;  Mr.  D.  P. 
Morgan  of  Springhill  township,  'Secretary;  Mr.  John  H.  Prinkey  of 
Springfield  township,  Treasurer;  Dr.  L.  F.  Arensberg  of  Luzerne 
township  and  A.  E.  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Uniontown,  were  elected  dele- 
gates to  the  State  convention. 
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The  annual  session  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Union- 
town,  Pa.,  December  17-21,  1906.  Of  the  672  teachers  in  the  county, 
618  attended  the  institute.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  O.  T,  Cor- 
son of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  George  P.  Bible  of  Philadelphia;  Dr.  F. 
B.  Pearson  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Prof.  Frederick  Reddalle  of  Indian- 
apolis had  charge  of  the  music. 

Fourteen  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  Union- 
town  has  about  completed  a  new  eight  room  building.  Connells- 
ville  occupied  a  new  twelve  room  brick  building  all  the  year.  Perry 
township  has  almost  completed  its  high  school  building,  consist- 
ing of  eight  rooms  and  an  auditorium  at  a  cost  of  |30,000.  The  ded- 
icatory services  will  be  held  some  time  in  August. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its 
wise  counsel  and  assistance  and  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
of  the  liberal  support  given  me  by  the  teachers,  directors,  press  and 
all  friends  of  education. 


FOREST  COUNTY— D.  W.  Morrison. 


The  past  school  year  has  been  fully  up  to  the  prediction  made  in 
my  last  report.  Advancement  has  been  made  along  almost  every 
line. 

Six  examinations  were  held  during  the  year,  and  one  hundred  four 
provisional,  and  twenty  professional  certificates  were  granted. 

The  schools  of  the  county  suffered  another  decrease  from  last  year, 
being  reduced  from  ninety-seven  to  ninety-one.  Green  Independent 
district  was  abandoned,  and  one  school  in  Howe  township  was  dis- 
continued at  the  end  of  the  third  month.  Two  new  schools  were 
opened  during  the  year,  one  in  Jenks  township,  and  a  township  High 
School  in  Hickory  township.  Hon.  Nelson  P.  Wheeler  donated  the 
sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  toward  its  establishment. 

During  the  school  term  I  made  222  visits  and  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  in  the  great  majority  of  schools  I  found  the  teachers  doing 
very  creditable  work.  In  those  visits,  I  noted  the  instruction  and 
the  discipline  in  the  schools  as  a  help  in  determining  the  grade  in 
certificate  for  practice  in  teaching. 

Twelve  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  term  and  each  one 
was  marked  by  the  enthusiasm  and  professional  spirit  of  the  teach- 
ers attending. 

The  annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Tionesta  Decemebr  17-21. 
Every  teacher  in  the  county  excepting  two  were  in  attendance.    The 
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instructors  were  Samuel  A.  Baer  of  Heading;  Supt.  W.  M.  Peirce 
of  Ridgway;  Miss  Lucile  M.  Ilinman  and  J.  F.  Bigler  of  Edinboro;  J. 
Geo.  Becbt  of  Clarion;  W.  G.  Ladds  of  Franklin,  and  G.  W.  Mitchell 
of  Marienville.  The  Hawthorne  Musical  Club,  Totten  in  Magic,  The 
Boynton  Company  and  Dr.  Baer's  lecture  on  "Environment,"  were 
the  evening  attractions.  The  novel  features  of  the  institute  were 
the  Physical  Culture  instruction,  and  the  excess  of  $154.87  in  re- 
ceipts over  the  expenditures.  The  sessions  were  so  well  attended 
that  on  two  evenings  the  audience  was  greater  than  the  seating  ca- 
pacity of  the  Court  House. 

The  fourth  annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors'  Associa- 
tion was  held  during  the  last  two  days  of  the  County  Institute. 
Addresses  were  made  by  T.  F.  Ritchey,  Eisq.  and  A.  C.  Brown,  Esq., 
in  addition  to  those  of  the  regular  institute  instructors. 

An  outgrowth  of  my  six  weeks  teaching  in  the  Clarion  Normal 
School  last  summer,  was  the  subscription  of  $450,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Forest  County  Summer  Normal  and  School  of  Methods 
at  Tionesta  for  an  eight  weeks'  session,  May  7,  June  29, 1907.  Prof. 
G.  W.  Mitchell,  Mrs.  Willa-Way  MacDonald,  and  Miss  Elizabeth  P. 
Davis  are  the  teachers,  assisted  by  the  county  superintendent.  One 
hundred  twenty-three  students,  mostly  teachers,  are  in  attendance 
and  very  excellent  w^ork  is  being  done.  The  fund  provided  pays  the 
teachers  and  the  books  are  loaned  by  the  various  districts  in  the 
county.  The  school  is  free  to  all  teachers,  there  being  no  charges 
whatever  in  connection  with  it. 

For  a  third  time,  twelve  scholarships  to  the  Clarion  Normal 
School  was  awarded  this  year  for  the  spring  term  of  1907.  This 
makes  an  aggregate  of  thirty-six  pupils  from  the  public  schools  of 
the  county  that  have  been  presented  with  a  full  term  of  school  at 
the  expense  of  one  of  the  county's  most  appreciative  and  generous 
citizens. 

At  the  conclusion  of  another  school  year  my  heart  feels  strangely 
warm  toward  all  who  have  contributed  toward  the  successful  opera- 
tion of  this  most  glorious  institution,  the  free  school  system,  in  its 
operations  in  Forest  county. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— S.  F.  Benchoff. 


Another  school  year  has  gone  into  history,  and  time  only  will  tell 
how  much  good  has  been  accomplished.  With  three  hundred 
schools  scattered  over  a  large  country,  it  is  not  within  the  ability  of 
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any  man  to  keep  in  touch  with  every  school  as  he  would  wish  to  do. 
From  all  that  could  be  gathered  directly  and  indirectly,  during  the 
year,  the  work  as  a  whole  has  received  general  commendation.  We 
have  many  good  earnest  teachers  that  work  for  the  benefit  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  schools.  The  educational  sentiment  of  the  comi- 
ty is  good.  This  was  manifested  especially  in  the  large  and  enthu- 
siastic gatherings,  educational  meetings  and  local  institutes.  The 
graded  course  of  study  now  in  use  in  the  county  has  done  much  to 
systematize  the  work  and  create  a  more  salutary  educational  senti- 
ment. Our  County  Institute  was  held  Nov.  19th  to  23d  in  Rosedale 
Opera  House.  It  goes  on  record  as  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in 
Franklin  county.  There  were  hundreds  of  people  who  were  denied 
entrance  on  account  of  lack  of  accommodation  although  the  opera 
house  holds  over  one  thousand  people.  The  attendance  and  the  at- 
tention of  the  teachers  were  excellent.  The  day  instructors  were 
as  follows:  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  Lowden,  Dr.  Becht,  Dr.  Eckels,  Dr. 
Irvine,  Prof.  Yetter,  Hon.  J.  W.  Hoke,  Profs.  Ira  M.  Shields  and  W. 
A.  Culler. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  eighty-five  pupils  took  the  exami- 
nation, and  seventy-two  of  these  were  found  proficient  in  the  requir- 
ed work.  They  were  granted  diplomas  by  their  boards  of  directors. 
There  are  enrolled,  male,  four  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-three 
students,  female  fort,y-three  hundred  and  forty-seven,  average  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  taught  by  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  male  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  female  teach- 
ers. Of  this  number  one  hundred  and  fifteen  held  provisional  certi- 
cates,  twenty-five  professional,  seventy  permanent,  seventy-seven 
normal  and  six  State  certificates.  Educational  advancement  is  lim- 
ited only  by  the  interest,  energy  and  intelligence  of  those  engaged 
in  it. 

The  directors  met  in  annual  session  October  16  and  17  and  carried 
out  a  very  interesting  program.  The  instructors  were:  Supt.  L.  E. 
McGinnis,  and  Supt.  Coughlin.  Topics  were  discussed  by  the  fol- 
lowing directors:  Hon.  T.  Z.  Minehart,  Hon.  J.  H.  Light,  Dr.  W.  H. 
Brosius,  Hon.  N.  L.  Bonebrake,  Prof.  L.  E.  Smith,  C.  B.  Foglesonger, 
D.  N.  Fruwake,  and  George  Bollinger.  As  a  result  of  these  meet- 
ings attention  is  directed  to  such  matters  as  theory,  study,  method, 
order,  of  development,  work  suited  to  various  stages,  discipline. 
Complementary  duties,  interpretation  of  law,  sanitation,  environ- 
ment, buildings,  etc.,  in  a  manner  which  gives  light  for  intelligent 
action. 

In  the  course  of  a  term  or  two  of  supervisory  work  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  progress  of  the  schools  should  appear  in  definite 
results.  In  the  midst  of  conflicting  opinions  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  wisdom  which  guides  the  educational  work  of  a  county  or  State 
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will  eventually  set  aside  what  savors  of  evil  iuUuence  and  hold  fast 
to  that  which  is  good.  The  ultimate  result  should  evidence  a  higher 
elevation  of  action  and  thought  on  the  part  of  the  community.  We 
are  passing  through  a  crisis  in  education  as  much  so  as  in  daily  af- 
fairs of  other  kinds.  There  are  methods  and  there  are  fads.  There 
is  a  standard  which  is  progressive  and  yet  conservative,  whose  lead- 
ership may  involvo  the  acceptance  of  all  that  tradition  counts 
worthy  and  yet  include  a  reasonable  share  of  the  enterprise  and  ex- 
periment which  characterize  the  present  age.  Those  interested  di- 
rectly in  education  must  be  leaders  in  thought  and  action,  constant- 
ly remembering  that  leadership  implies  the  ability  to  hold  in  check 
as  well  as  to  give  free  rein.  It  is  the  business  of  the  educator  to 
find  the  right  theory  and  give  it  the  best  practice  obtainable.  In 
guiding  the  schools  of  Franklin  county  we  have  observed  among 
other  things  an  increase  in  the  sentiment  for  better  standards.  For 
a  system  that  in  its  mechanical  processes  would  lay  claim  to  the  at- 
tention of  an  intelligent  public.  This  can  be  done  in  one  way  only, 
viz.,  by  all  who  are  actively  engaged  in  the  work  feeling  the  neces- 
sity of  performing  their  duty  as  a  sacred  obligation.  Education  is 
a  business  but  it  is  also  more  than  that.  The  rewards  of  a  good 
teacher  or  director  of  school  affairs  are  more  than  dollars.  They 
are  of  a  nature  sometimes  that  gives  comfort  and  joy  as  dollars  can 
not. 


FULTON  COUNTY— B.  C.  Lamberson. 


I  submit  to  the  Department  the  following  report.  The  year  end- 
ing June,  1907,  was  attended  with  success  in  school  work. 

The  vaccination  law  was  attended  with  a  good  deal  of  needless 
controyersy. 

Successful  preliminary  meetings  were  held  in  each  district  before 
the  opening  of  the  schools. 

County  institute  was  a  source  of  inspiration  to  the  teachers  and 
people  in  general.  Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  present  at  its 
sessions. 

Two  schools  were  closed  in  Licking  Creek  township  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year. 

Many  additions  were  made  to  school  libraries  throughout  the 
county,  and  much  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  careful  study  of  the 
teachers'  reading  course  which  resulted  in  much  good  to  the  teach- 
ers. 
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The  foundation  of  the  new  school  building  in  McConnellsburg 
was  in  the  course  of  construction  at  the  close  of  the  school  year. 
We  are  glad  to  see  this  much  needed  building  under  headway. 

With  sad  heart  we  report  the  death  of  our  very  worthy  superin- 
tendent, Charles  E.  Barton,  May  12,  1907.  He  stood  by  his  work 
until  his  vitality  was  gone.  The  cause  has  lost  a  sincere  friend  and 
the  county  has  lost  an  ideal  citizen.  May  his  efforts  as  county  su- 
perintendent be  rewarded  by  a  more  rapid  progress  and  a  greater  in- 
terest in  educational  work. 


GREENE  COUNTY— John  C.  Stewart. 


In  summing  up  the  work  of  the  past  year,  we  find  a  difficult  task 
before  us. 

We  are  not  pessimistic,  but  we  can  see  so  many  things  that  ought 
to  be  done  and  could  be  done  with  very  little  expense  and  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  that  it  is  sometimes  a  question  in  our  mind  as 
to  whether  we  are  making  the  advancement  that  ought  to  be  made 
or  not,  but  after  clouds  there  is  sunshine,  and  looking  through  the 
sunlight  we  can  see  the  mark  of  progress  on  many  phases  of  the 
educational  work. 

The  sentiment  in  favor  of  higher  education  in  the  rural  districts 
is  gradually  growing  through  the  efforts  of  the  progressive  teach- 
ers and  many  patrons  who  have  become  enthusiastic  over  this  work. 
The  people  are  beginning  to  understand  that  if  the  boys  and  girls 
of  Greene  county  are  to  be  placed  on  equal  footing  with  the  boys 
and  girls  of  our  neighboring  counties,  that  the  township  High 
School  must  come.  Several  boards  of  directors  have  promised  us 
that  this  question  will  be  favorably  considered  next  year. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  October.  The  instructors  were 
Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris  and  Dr.  Waitman  Barbe.  The  lec- 
turers and  entertainers  for  the  evening  sessions  were:  Edmund 
Vance  Cook,  Dr.  Newell  Dwight  Hillis,  Prof.  Willis  Moore,  Carmen's 
Italian  Boys  and  the  International  Grand  Concert  Co. 

This  annual  meeting  was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  history 
of  the  county.  One  of  the  most  profitable  features  of  this  meeting 
was  the  organization  of  the  School  Improvement  League  which  was 
accomplished  through  the  efforts  of  Dr.  Barbe.  The  League  started 
with  a  membership  of  two  hundred  and  sixteen  out  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-two  teachers  enrolled.  The  special  purposes  of  the 
League  are  as  follows: 

1st. — To  improve  and  beautify  the  school  grounds  of  Greene 
county. 
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2iid. — ^To  improve  and  beautify  tlie  scliool  houses  of  Greene 
county. 

3id. — To  establish  and  maintain  libraries  in  the  schools  of  Greene 
county. 

The  reports  received  at  the  close  of  the  term  from  the  members 
of  the  League,  show  much  eliective  work  done.  The  interior  of 
many  schoolrooms  have  been  greatly  improved,  many  school  yards 
have  been  cleaned  up,  trees  planted,  organs,  pictures  and  flags  pur- 
chased, and  several  school  libraries  founded,  and  last  but  not  least, 
it  has  awakened  an  interest  among  the  patrons  in  the  necessity  and 
importance  of  having  attractive  school  grounds  and  buildings  for 
their  children. 

No  truer  statement  can  be  repeated  than  the  one  made  by  Henry 
Ward  Beecher,  "That  of  all  good  building  the  school  house  should 
be  the  best,"  where  the  rich  and  poor  meet  on  a  level  and  enjoy  the 
beauties  of  nature  and  art  in  common.  These  children  are  to  be 
home  makers,  they  are  to  be  citizens,  and  it  is  within  the  power  of 
the  school  to  make  them  feel  and  appreciate  something  of  the  in- 
fluence of  beautiful  surroundings  so  that  they  will  use  that  in- 
fluence for  their  own  benefit  and  that  of  others;  besides,  these  at- 
tractive features  is  a  great,  if  not  the  greatest  factor  in  develop- 
ing the  ethical  culture  of  the  children. 

The  Directors'  Convention  met  in  September.  Seventy-two  di- 
rectors were  present,  Supt.  Jos.  B,  Richey  of  McKeesport  addressed 
the  convention  in  the  afternoon.  Several  important  school  ques- 
tions were  ably  discussed  by  the  directors.  The  meeting  proved  to 
be  both  interesting  and  profitable. 

We  have  a  record  of  forty-eight  local  institutes  held  in  the  county. 
We  had  the  privilege  of  being  present  at  fifteen  of  these  meetings. 
These  institutes  are  productive  of  much  good,  for  here  it  is  that 
teachers,  pupils  and  patrons  meet  together  and  learn  to  understand 
and  appreciate  one  another's  interest  in  the  educational  work. 

In  conclusion  we  feel  safe  in  reporting  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
future  outlook  for  the  schools  of  Greene  county  is  certainly  bright. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— J.  G.  Dell. 


In  submitting  this  reviev/  of  the  progress  and  failures  of  another 
school  year,  we  have  nothing  startling  and  but  little  new  to  report. 
Our  schools  have  been  moving  steadily  and  quietly  toward  a  higher 
standard,  and  the  results  of  the  last  term  have  many  points  of  en- 
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couragement.  Though  encouraged,  we  are  far  from  being  satis- 
fied. 

A  spirit  of  improvement  has  manifested  itself  both  in  our  school 
boards  and  among  our  teachers.  Many  houses  were  painted  and 
papered  and  several  calcimined  in  the  early  fall.  The  teachers  fol- 
lowed this  up  with  shades  and  lace  curtains,  so  that  now  our  rooms 
present  an  inviting  and  a  cheerful  appearance.  Some  of  our  less 
progressive  teachers  are  still  lagging  in  this  work.  We  hope  they 
will  wake  up  soon.  The  pupils  are  ready  to  help  when  the  teacher 
leads  the  way. 

During  the  thirty-three  examLuatiuns,  we  issued  197  provisional 
certificates,  18  professional  certiiiLates  and  rejected  60  applicants. 
A  general  average  of  85  per  cent,  was  required  before  any  certificate 
was  made  valid.  Forty  pupils  took  the  examination  for  the  comple- 
tion of  our  county  course.  Eighty  per  cent,  of  these  were  successful. 
Our  high  schools  graduated  28  persons.  Twelve  members  of  the 
senior  classes  were  rejected. 

Thirty-five  local  institutes  and  educational  meetings  were  con- 
ducted in  the  county  during  the  term.  Our  county  institute  was  a 
brilliant  success.  In  this  we  acknowledge  the  helpful  support  of 
Supt.  Barclay  and  many  others.  Loyal  teachers  make  a  successful 
institute.  Very  excellent  work  was  done  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Dr. 
G.  P.  Bible,  Profs.  J.  A.  Myers  and  F.  F.  Holsopple.  The  author 
of  the  Preston  Papers  was  with  us  two  days.  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder 
did  skillful  work  as  music  director  while  Miss  Robb  won  laurels  at 
the  piano.  The  Juniata  Glee  Club  and  Miss  Black  enthused  the 
audience  in  anthem  and  readings. 

The  directors  held  the  most  successful  convention  in  the  history 
of  the  county  on  January  8th,  9th.  A  larger  i>ercentage  of  directors 
was  present  than  at  any  previous  convention.  Dr.  C.  H.  Albert 
in  his  usual  forceful  manner  addressed  the  convention  twice.  He 
and  the  "Juvenile  P.  0.  S.  of  A.  Bugle  Corps''  drew  a  packed  house. 
The  Glee  Club  had  no  little  part  in  this  attraction.  Space  does  not 
permit  me  to  name  the  directors  who  participated  in  the  discussions. 

With  each  succeeding  year  the  directors  of  the  county  manifest 
a  greater  interest  in  all  affairs  educational.  Not  only  is  this  shown 
in  the  conventions,  but  it  is  seen  in  the  districts  of  the  county. 
AYe  are  glad  to  report  the  establishment  of  a  township  high  school 
at  McAlevy's  Fort  during  the  year.  Future  happy  generations  will 
congratulate  the  board  long  after  the  members  rest  from  their 
labors  when  all  see  the  wisdom  of  this  step. 

Our  teachers  were  never  more  earnest  as  a  whole  than  at  present. 
Ninety-nine  gentlemen  and  127  ladies  directed  the  work  of  our 
schools.  Two  men  of  these  hold  college  diplomas,  twelve  have 
graduated  from  our  State  Normal  schools  and  a  large  percentage  of 
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the  reuiaiudcr,  100  persons,  Lave  studied  at  Juniata  CoUej^e  in  the 
Teachers'  Course.  Of  those  teaching  hist  winter  twenty-five  held 
permanent  certificates  and  twenty-seven  had  professional  certifi- 
cates.    The  average  age  of  the  teachers  was  twenty-seven  years. 

More  than  500  p\ipils  of  the  county  have  received  the  P.  O.  S. 
of  A.  certificates  of  merit  because  they  were  present  for  every  ses- 
sion of  the  entire  term. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— J.  T.  Stewart. 


Another  school  year  has  passed  and  we  are  again  required  to 
briefly  review  the  work  done  in  the  schools  of  Indiana  county. 

Taking  everything  into  consideration,  we  have  reasons  to  be 
encouraged.  Scarcity  of  teachers  and  the  vaccination  law  were 
the  great  hindrances  in  our  advancement. 

In  the  districts  where  the  directors  aided  the  teachers  in  enforc- 
ing the  law  we  did  not  have  much  trouble,  but  in  the  few  districts 
where  the  teachers  were  not  encouraged  by  the  directors,  it  was 
hard  for  the  teachers  to  enforce  the  law. 

In  two  or  three  districts  the  vaccination  law  was  not  enforced 
until  the  fourth  month  of  school.  At  this  time  of  the  year  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  enforce  the  law.  We  regret,  very  much,  that 
our  Governor  vetoed  the  "Watson  Bill." 

During  the  year  the  following  school  buildings  Avere  erected:  A 
four-room  building  at  Josephine'  and  one-room  building  at  Burrell 
township;  a  four-room  building  at  Clymer,  in  Cherryhill  township; 
a.  two-room  building  in  Creekside  borough,  and  two  one-room  build- 
ings in  West  Wheatfield  township;  one  two-room  building  and  one 
one-room  building. 

Eighty  of  our  teachers  were  beginners,  214  held  provisional  cer- 
tificates, 34  professional  certificates,  49  permanent  certificates,  and 
48  Normal  diplomas. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  young,  but  we  are  very  well  pleased 
with  them  and  the  work  they  have  accomplished,  and  in  many  other 
instances  under  trying  circumstances  they  had  remarkable  suc- 
cess. Most  of  our  teachers  have  been  reared  in  the  very  best  home* 
of  our  county.  We  think  that  the  teacher's  home  training  is  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

The  annual  Institute  was  held  in  Indiana,  December  24th  to  28th. 
It  was  a  very  successful  meeting.  We  try  to  make  the  Institute 
mean  something  to  the  teachers  and  to  the  many  friends  of  educa- 
tion who  attend.  The  very  best  available  talent  is  employed  for 
both  dav  and  night  sessions. 


62  PUBLrIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Clark  University;  Dr. 
Jonathan  Rigdon,  Danville,  Ind.;  Prof.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Philadelphia, 
Pa.;  Prof.  H.  E.  Cogswell,  Musical  Director,  Indiana  State  Normal 
and  Miss  Grace  L.  Petty,  Reader,  Boston,  Mass.  The  evening  at- 
tractions were  Dr.  Morgan  Wood,  Dr.  Roland  Dwight  Grant,  Cap- 
tain Jack  Crawford,  Cincinnati  Ladies'  Cremona  Orchestra,  and  the 
Mendelsohn  Concert  Company. 

The  fifteenth  annual  session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was 
held  in  the  Court  House,  Indiana,  Pa.,  on  Thursday  and  Friday, 
December  27th  and  28th,  1906.  The  attendance  was  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  association,  and  special  interest  was  main- 
tained at  each  session.  Not  only  directors,  but  many  others  who 
are  friends  of  education,  were  in  attendance.  The  association  was 
adressed  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  and  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden. 

The  usual  interest  was  manifested  in  local  institutes  which  were 
held  in  the  majority  of  the  districts.  The  local  institutes  were 
very  well  attended  and  topics  fully  discussed  by  the  teachers,  di- 
rectors and  citizens.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  be  present  at  a  num- 
ber of  the  local  institutes  and  take  part  in  the  discussions.  The 
assistance  given  by  a  number  of  ministers  throughout  the  county 
helped  to  make  these  institutes  a  success. 

During  the  year  461  applicants  were  examined  for  teaching  and 
of  this  number  293  were  licensed  to  teach.  The  examination  for 
graduation  in  the  public  schools  was  held  in  most  of  the  districts 
the  first  Saturday  of  April.  Ninety-five  pupils  passed  the  ex'amina- 
tion  and  were  awarded  diplomas. 

The  teachers  were  required  to  read  the  important  writings  of 
two  American  and  one  English  author,  and  study  "Hamilton's 
Recitation."  The  majority  of  the  teachers  read  one  or  two  educa- 
tional papers,  but  a  few  were  satisfied  with  self  and  consequently 
were  not  in  the  line  of  advancement. 

With  few  exceptions  all  the  schools  were  visited  during  the  year. 
The  average  time  spent  was  one  hour.  With  beginners  and  those 
needing  help  a  longer  time  was  spent  in  help  to  arrange  the  pro- 
gram and  giving  instruction  in  methods  of  teaching  and  school  dis- 
cipline. 

The  visits  of  the  County  Superintendent  are  very  helpful  to  the 
teachers  who  are  anxious  for  suggestions  and  are  willing  to  carry 
them  out.  The  manifestation  of  the  proper  spirit  by  the  teacher  is  a 
potent  factor  for  good  in  the  school.  In  fact,  we  all  owe  much  of 
our  success  in  life  to  the  spirit  we  have  manifested  in  our  work. 

In  closing  this  brief  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  for  kind  and  courteous  treatment,  the  teachers, 
the  directors,  the  press  and  patrons  who  have  so  willingly  assisted 
me  in  promoting  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 


No.  5.  JUNIATA  COUNTY.  63 


JEFFERSON  COUNTY— Keed  B.  Teitrick. 


The  character  of  the  work  done  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  dur- 
ing the  past  year  shows  advances  on  the  progress  of  other  years 
and  closes  one  of  the  most  fruitful  terms  in  our  history.  Among 
our  people  there  has  been  no  uncertain  tone  nor  lack  of  sympathy 
with  the  effort  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  schools. 

The  county  institute  was  in  all  respects  a  decided  success.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  George  E. 
Vincent,  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Dr.  Maurice  Pen- 
field  Fikes,  Prof.  Jerry  March  and  Mr.  Charles  A.  Dobson,  soloist. 
The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  a  debate  between  Hon. 
Charles  H.  Grosvenor  and  Hon.  Champ  Clark,  lectures  by  Mr.  Ralph 
Parlette  and  Dr.  S.  Parkes  Cadman,  and  a  concert  by  The  Dunbars. 

Educational  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
before  the  opening  of  the  term.  Successful  local  institutes  were 
held  in  many  districts  throughout  the  county  during  the  year.  Some 
townships  held  monthly  institutes  with  splendid  results.  Thurs- 
day, January  24,  was  observed  as  Patrons'  Day;  Friday,  February 
22,  set  apart  as  Flag  Day.  The  observance  of  these  days  was 
recommended  in  order  that  a  stronger  school  sentiment  and  deeper 
interest  might  be  fostered  and  that  parents  might  come  into  closer 
touch  with  the  work  of  the  teachers.  The  interest  a  community 
takes  in  popular  education  will  in  time  bring  to  it  intelligence, 
freedom  and  prosperity.  The  general  advancement  of  any  great 
public  enterprise  rests  with  the  people.  This  is  especially  true  of 
the  public  schools.  Patrons'  Day  has  been  observed  annually  since 
1898. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Directors'  At^sociation  was  held  in  Rey- 
noldsville,  October  18  and  19th.  A  good  percentage  of  directors 
was  present.  Interesting  and  helpful  addresses  were  made  by  Hon. 
O.  T.  Corson  and  Dr.  J.  George  Becht. 

The  general  condition  of  the  school  buildings  in  the  county  is  very 
satisfactory.  Well  appointed  school  rooms  desirably  located  con- 
tribute much  toward  the  success  of  schools.  Punxsutawney  bor- 
ough is  erecting  a  fine  high  school  building  at  a  cost  of  |65,000. 
Pinecreek  township  erected  a  good  two-story  brick  building.  Many 
houses  were  repaired  and  painted.  Many  school  rooms  have  been 
made  attractive  by  the  use  of  wholesome  pictures  and  mottoes. 
Organs  have  been  placed  in  a  large  number  of  schools. 
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The  course  of  stiidj',  term  report  and  system  of  graduation  have 
been  of  great  value  in  arousing  interest  and  securing  thorough,  ac- 
curate work.  One. hundred  and  twentj^  iiupils  completed  the  county 
course  of  study  this  year. 

A  strong  high  school  sentiment  prevails  and  our  high  schools  are 
doing  excellent  work  but  a  longer  school  term  would  increase  their 
efficiency. 

A  library  is  now  one  of  the  necessities  for  successful  school  work. 
A  teacher  can  do  nothing  more  valuable  in  his  school  and  in  the 
community  than  to  develop  a  love  for  good  reading.  "He  that 
ioveth  a  book  will  never  want  a  faithful  friend,  a  wholesome  coun- 
sellor, a  cheerful  companion,  an  effectual  comforter."  I  am  pleased 
to  report  that  all  our  schools  have  the  nucleus  of  a  library. 

It  is  the  work  of  the  public  school  to  train  pupils  so  as  to  make 
them  worthy  citizens  of  our  country.  It  is  ours  as  teachers  to  in- 
culcate a  desire  for  knowledge  and  truth,  cultivate  a  taste  for  pure 
literature,  and  incite  a  love  for  genuine  manhood  and  noble  woman- 
hood. We  must  connect  the  schools  with  the  home  at  one  end  and 
with  practical  life  at  the  other.  We  must  teach  so  that  our  pupils 
will  be  mentally  bright  but  we  must  especially  aim  to  make  them 
morally  strong.  May  we  constantly  strive  to  discharge  every  duty 
and  be  ready  to  stand  responsible  for  the  sacred  work  that  we  have 
chosen  to  do. 

In  resigning  my  position  as  County  Superintendent  to  assume  the 
duties  of  Deputy  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  I  desire 
to  express  my  sincere  thanks  and  great  appreciation  of  the  uniform 
courtesy,  co-operation  and  good  will  shown  me  during  the  eleven 
years  that  I  have  served  in  this 'capacity.  I  have  been  loyally  sup- 
ported by  directors,  earnestly  assisted  by  teachers,  kindly  received 
by  pupils,  and  royally  treated  by  citizens,  while  the  press,  the  clergy 
and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  have  been  a  power  in 
seconding  my  efforts. 

I  will  ever  cherish  the  good  will  and  kind  regard  shown  me  and 
bespeak  for  my  successor,  Prof,  L.  Mayne  Jones,  the  same  cordial 
support. 
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The  rc'sull  of  the  past  year's  work  as  coiiipared  with  that  of 
foi'mei'  years  is  favorable  and  generally  satisfactory.  The  condi- 
tions for  good  school  work  were  fair  and  as  a  result  were  attended 
by  a  reasonable  degree  of  success.  Our  teachers  in  the  main  were 
honest  and  hardworking.  The  few  failures  were  not  so  much  caused 
by  indifference  as  the  want  of  skill  in  nifinagenient. 

The  examinations  were  made  more  rigid,  permitting  only  a  sufiQ- 
cieut  number  to  pass  to  fill  the  schools,  and  as  a  consequence  one- 
third  of  the  applicants  failed.  We  deplore  the  fact  that  some  of 
our  best  skilled  and  qualified  teachers  left  the  work  for  better 
salaries  in  other  fields  of  labor,  and  consequently  twenty-two  per 
cent,  of  our  teachers  were  beginners.  We  are,  however,  happy  in 
believing  this  condition  is  remedied  by  the  new  minimum  salary 
act. 

The  begiuner- teachers'  meeting,  which  is  yearly  held  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  term,  was  attended  by  one-third  of  all  the  teachers. 
It  was  an  interesting  and  profitable  meeting.  I  find  this  to  be  one 
of  the  best  means  of  imparting  instruction  in  methods  of  teaching. 
The  good  results  of  these  meetings  are  evidently  seen  in  the  visits. 

Our  annual  teachers'  institute  was  one  of  the  most  successful 
ever  held  in  the  count}'.  The  instructors  were:  Dr.  C.  C.  Miller, 
Lima,  O.;  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Lexington,  Ky.;  Prof.  W.  F.  Kennedy, 
Lewistown,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  H.  E.  Ritter,  Harrisburg.  Pa.  The  even- 
ings were  filled  by  Dr.  Miller,  Guy  Carlton  Lee,  Frank  Bristol,  and 
the  Hawthorne  Musical  Club.  The  teachers  were  all  present  but 
two.     There  was  no  weak  number  in  the  entire  program. 

More  local  institutes  were  held  than  in  the  previous  year.  The 
interest  in  these  meetings  seems  to  increase.  Frequently  the  rooms 
are  too  small  to  accommodate  the  large  crowds.  These  meetings 
are  the  best  mediums  for  securing  the  co-operation  between  the 
schools  and  the  homes  so  necessary  to  successful  school  work. 

The  Reading  Course  Committee  placed  the  following  books  on 
the  course  for  the  teachers'  reading  during  the  year:  Hamilton's, 
''The  Recitation,"  and  Brumbaugh's,  "The  Making  of  the  Teacher." 
Many  of  the  teachers  secure  the  books  and  read  them  every  year  and 
secure  a  fund  of  pedagogical  knowledge  and  increase  their  effi- 
ciency. A  few  are  content  with  a  minimum  amount  of  reading  and 
soon  cease  to  be  students. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  their    annual    meeting    during 
5—5—1907 


66  .  PQBL-IC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

week  of  institute.  A  lively  interest  was  manifest  in  the  discus- 
sions. The  subjects  of  "Buildings  and  Grounds"  and  ''Necessary 
School  Legislation"  were  discussed  by  the  members.  Dr.  Willis 
and  Dr.  Miller  also  addressed  the  convention.  The  law  provides 
for  the  paying  of  the  directors  to  attend  these  meetings  and  noth- 
ing short  of  a  very  good  excuse  should  be  offered  for  being  absent. 
Questions  of  vital  importance  to  school  interests  are  discussed  and 
the  director  who  is  anxious  to  know  and  do  the  best  finds  no  ex- 
cuse for  absence. 

The  schools  were  all  visited  twice  except  a  few  that  were  closed. 
In  the  second  visit  I  was  frequently  accompanied  by  directors, 
sometimes  by  the  full  board.  This  is  commendable.  I  find  in- 
variably the  best  system  of  work  where  supervision  by  the  board 
is  the  closest.  I  am  sorry  to  say  some  of  the  schools  are  not  visited 
by  directors  during  a  whole  term.  All  the  schools  should  be  visited 
at  least  once  a  month.  If  boards  of  directors  would  form  them- 
selves into  committees  this  could  easily  be  done  without  the  ex- 
pense of  much  time  on  the  part  of  any  one. 

A  number  of  pupils  in  the  rural  districts  completed  the  course 
of  study,  took  the  term  examination  and  were  awarded  diplomas. 
This  is  an  inducement  to  keep  pupils  in  the  schools  longer  and  in- 
spires them  to  better  effort  during  their  last  years. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended to  me  by  the  Department,  the  directors,  teachers  and  pupils, 
the  press  and  friends  of  education  to  all  of  which  I  am  grateful. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


While  no  great  or  startling  changes  have  occurred  in  our  schools 
during  the  year,  there  are  increasing  evidences  of  a  steady  growth 
among  our  teachers  toward  more  scientific  and  systematic  instruc- 
tion, a  more  intelligent  co-operation  and  support  of  teachers  by 
school  directors,  and  a  better  and  more  sympathetic  attitude  of 
patrons  toward  the  schools. 

Nearly  all  of  our  teachers  read  several  educational  periodicals, 
and  a  majority  of  them  read  one  or  more  books  on  teaching  or 
school  management  each  year.  Results  of  these  efforts  for  self- 
improvement  are  easily  seen  in  the  schools  in  more  intelligent  teach- 
ing, more  tactful  management,  and  a  milder  but  more  effective  dis- 
cipline. 

Directors  are  more  helpful  to  the  schools  than  formerly,  and,  as 
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a  rule,  support  (he  toacliers  loyally  whcnovor  any  question  of  au- 
thority arises.  In  several  districts  a  conunittee  is  appointed  each 
month  to  visit  the  schools  and  report  to  the  board  at  the  next  meet- 
ing. In  a  majority  of  our  districts  all  of  the  schools  are  visited  by 
each  director  some  time  during  the  year.  The  most  serious  error 
made  by  our  directors  is  looking  too  leniently  on  poor  attendance. 
A  wise  man  has  said  that  the  two  great  problems  that  directors 
have  to  solve  are,  tirst,  to  keep  all  the  children  in  school,  and, 
second,  to  get  good  teachers  for  them.  Directors  have  full  power 
under  the  law  to  solve  the  attendance  problem,  but  sometimes  hesi- 
tate to  use  their  authority. 

The  attitude  of  patrons  toward  the  schools  is  becoming  more  in- 
telligent and  sympathetic.  When  teachers  seek  the  co-operation 
of  parents,  they  are  usually  met  in  a  proper  spirit,  and  are  sup- 
ported in  their  efforts  to  secure  good  discipline. 

The  great  educational  event  of  the  year  was  the  county  institute, 
held  the  second  week  of  October.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  N.  C. 
Schaeffer,  Dr.  I).  J.  Waller,  Dr.  Charles  A.  McMurry,  Dr.  S.  C.  Sch- 
mucker,  and  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins.  The  leading  lines  of  work 
were  Moral  Education,  School  Discipline,  Methods  of  Instruction 
in  Geography  and  History,  Nature  Study  and  Vocal  Music.  All  the 
lectures  were  good:  Those  on  Nature  Study  were  very  interesting, 
and  many  of  our  teachers  made  practical  use  of  this,  instruction  in 
their  schools  during  the  year.  This  study  of  plants  and  animals 
and  other  natural  objects  is  the  most  vitalizing  element  in  our 
school  work,  bringing  the  children  into  actual  contact  with  the 
world  around  them,  and  stimulating  the  power  of  original  thought 
and  investigation. 

Instead  of  following  the  old  local  institute  plan,  Reading  Circles 
were  organized  by  the  principals  in  boroughs  and  by  leading 
teachers  in  rural  districts,  and  a  ''Teachers'  Reading  Course," 
adopted  at  the  county  institute,  was  made  the  basis  of  work  in  the 
reading  circles.  The  books  adopted  were  Hamilton's  "The  Recita- 
tion," McMurpy's  "Special  Method  in  Science,"  and  Lowell's  "Biglow 
Papers."  The  success  of  this  ijlan  varied  greatly  in  the  different 
districts,  according  to  the  interest  and  energy  of  the  leader  and 
the  difficulties  to  be  overcome.  In  most  of  the  boroughs  meetings 
were  held  regularly  once  or  twice  a  month  until  the  course  was 
finished;  in  sparsely  settled  rural  districts  where  teachers  were 
widely  separated,  fewer  meetings  were  held.  However,  the  plan 
seems  better  than  the  old  scatter-fire  plan  of  the  local  institute; 
for  it  provides  something  definite  for  teachers  to  do  at  their  meet- 
ings, and  they  feel  that  something  has  been  accomplished  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 
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The  annual  meeting  of  our  County  Association  of  School  Directors 
was  held  in  Scranton,  December  14,  lUO(j.  One  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six directors  were  present,  and  all  districts  in  the  county,  ex- 
cept one,  were  represented.  The  lecturers  were  Supt.  L.  E.  Mc- 
Ginnis,  of  Steelton,  and  Prof.  C.  H.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg.  Local 
speakers  were  President  Geo.  W.  Beemer,  ex-President  Wm.  L. 
Allen,  and  W.  A.  Sanford,  of  Waverly.  Officers  for  next  year  are: 
President,  J.  Nelson  Graves,  of  Scott;  Vice  Presidents,  John  E. 
Kelly,  of  Winton,  and  John  P.  Moore,  of  Jefferson;  Secretary,  James 
E.  Loftus,  of  Throop;  Treasurer,  Wm.  Klipple,  of  Ransom.  These 
officers  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  State  Association  of  School 
Directors,  and  all  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  this  organization 
held  at  Harrisburg  in  February, 

We  now  have  four  township  high  schools  in  the  county:  Namely, 
in  Madison,  South  Abington,  Fell  and  Carbondale  townships.  There 
are  also  high  schools  in  the  boroughs  of  Vandling,  Mayiield,  Jermyn, 
Blakely,  Winton,  Throop,  Dickson,  Moosic,  Waverly,  and  Dalton. 
These  high  schools  practically  cover  the  county;  for  since  the  high 
school  tuition  act  was  passed,  students  are  coming  to  the  high 
schools  from  nearly  all  the  rural  districts.  The  number  of  gradu- 
ates from  high  schools  is  increasing  each  year;  last  year  there  were 
95  graduates.  The  largest  classes  were  in  Blakely  (19),  Dalton  (12), 
Jermyn  (10),  and  Moosic  (10). 

A  common  defect  in  high  school  work  is  the  custom  of  omitting 
necessary  reviews  in  common  branches.  This  deficiency,  mentioned 
in  my  July  report,  was  made  prominent  this  year  by  the  failure  of 
several  high  school  graduates  to  i)ass  examinations  in  common 
branches  for  the  teacher's  provisional  certificate.  This  indicates 
a  serious  error  in  the  management  of  high  schools.  To  a  large  ma- 
jority of  high  school  graduates,  proficiency  in  common  branches  is 
more  useful  than  a  knowledge  of  Latin  or  higher  mathematics. 

A  fine  eight-room  building  v\;\s  cuocted  in  Throop  borough  at  a 
cost  of  about  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  The  rooms  are  large  and 
well  lighted,  furnished  with  plenty  of  slate  blackboard,  and  with 
an  approved  system  of  heating  and  ventilating.  Modern  single 
desks  and  an  abundance  of  book  bases  and  closets  make  this  high 
school  building  a  model  of  convenience. 

On  the  29th  of  March  the  South  Abington  high  school  building 
was  totally  destroyed  by  fire,  and  the  district  suffered  a  loss  of 
about  seven  thousand  dollars.  Already  incumbered  with  a  debt  of 
|7,800,  the  school  board  found  itself  in  an  embarrassing  position. 
But  with  characteristic  energy  they  attacked  these  difficulties, 
rented  rooms  here  and  there  in  the  town,  provided  the  necessary 
books  and  supplies,  and  in  one  week  opened  school  again,  and  com- 
pleted the  term  in  good  order.     As  soon  as  possible  the  people  voted 


No.  5.  LANCASTER  COUNTY.  69 

a  new  issue  of  bonds,  plans  were  adopted,  and  a  new  liigli  school 
building  was  begun.  This  is  being  pushed  rapidly  and  will  be  ready 
for  use  in  October. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— M.  J.  Brecht. 


Our  schools  were  showing  an  admirable  working  spirit  during  the 
year.  There  was  an  ample  flow  of  professional  zeal  in  evidence 
among  the  teachers  and  the  moral  support  of  the  community  was 
sympathetic  and  encouraging.  The  physical  conditions  in  point 
of  health  and  attendance  were  exceptionally  favorable  and  contri- 
buted materially  to  the  record  of  the  term.  No  serious  epidemic  ex- 
isted in  any  district  and  isolated  cases  of  sickness  seemed  to  be 
comparatively  few.  The  season  also  was  propitious  in  the  weather. 
There  were  no  heavy  mid-winter  storms  to  block  the  roads  and  no 
prolonged  periods  of  extreme  cold  weather.  These  two  facts,  the 
favoring  weather  and  the  fine  degree  of  health  enjoyed  by  the  chil- 
dren, gave  the  schools  a  higher  average  attendance  than  they  have 
had  in  years. 

On  the  other  hand  the  numerous  changes  which  had  to  be  made  in 
the  personnel  of  our  teaching  force  of  necessity  proved  an  un- 
fortunate circumstance.  From  the  very  beginning  of  the  school 
year  teachers  were  hard  to  find  and  a  few^  months  later  the  situa- 
tion became  acute  enough  to  threaten  the  temporary  closing  of 
several  schools.  This  radical  disturbance  in  school  circles  extended 
of  course  beyond  county  lines  and  finds  its  answer  or  explanation 
in  the  general  wave  of  prosperity  which  has  been  moving  over  the 
country  at  large.  The  older  and  more  active  teachers  were  invited 
to  seek  more  lucrative  positions  in  other  spheres  of  employment 
and  in  consequence  the  young  and  inexperienced  had  to  be  sought 
and  placed  in  charge  of  the  schools. 

The  trouble  did  not  abate  with  the  opening  of  the  school  term 
but  continued  at  more  or  less  regular  intervals  throughout  the 
winter.  A  resignation  or  two  was  occurring  every  few  weeks  thus 
placing  a  number  of  our  schools  under  two  teachers  for  a  longer  or 
shorter  part  of  the  session.  When  such  action  must  be  taken  it  is 
always  a  source  of  disturbance  to  the  well-regulated  life  of  a  school 
and  a  misfortune  to  pupils  and  community.  But  it  must  be  said  in 
the  face  of  the  rule  that  the  schools,  though  seriously  embarrassed 
by  these  changes,  did  very  well  in  view  of  existing  circumstances. 
The  young  teachers  brought  with  them  an  atmosphere  of  enthu- 
siasm that  appealed  forcibly  to  the  active  instincts  of  young  life  and 
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proved  a  material  factor  in  making  the  work  of  the  schoolroom 
popular  and  attractive.  Furthermore  the  general  air  of  thrift  and 
prosperity  in  the  community  abroad  also  helped  the  schools  along 
through  the  influence  which  flows  from  the  power  of  example  when 
everybody  in  the  grown-up  Avorld  is  busy  contented  and  moving  for- 
ward to  accomplish  something.  Under  such  circumstances  it  is  al- 
ways easier  to  teach  and  hence  the  young  people  who  essayed  to 
do  their  first  work  in  the  schoolroom  during  the  past  winter  met 
helpful  and  stimulating  conditions  that  enabled  them  to  render  a 
very  creditable  service  to  the  schools. 

The  community  upon  the  whole  is  taking  a  more  active  interest 
in  the  work  and  general  welfare  of  the  school.  People  are  begin- 
ning to  understand  the  naked  fact  that  schools  are  not  an  incident 
but  a  vital  factor  in  the  growth  and  development  of  the  future  in- 
dividual and  community.  The  best  legacy  the  community  can  hand 
down  to  the  child  is  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to  attend  a  good 
school.  If  the  world  to-morrow  shall  have  a  higher  type  of  man- 
hood and  men  who  possess  a  larger  visiop  of  life  then  the  most  dili- 
gent attention  must  be  given  to  the  schools  since  it  is  through  them 
chiefly  that  the  masses  must  be  reached.  This,  general  fact  is 
gradually  taking  hold  of  the  public  mind  and  seeking  to  realize  or 
express  itself  to-day  in  the  form  of  building  better  houses,  demand- 
ing a  higher  grade  of  teaching  ability  and  granting  more  liberal 
appropriations  for  the  wages  of  teachers. 

The  improvements  made  in  school  property  of  the  county  during 
the  year  emphasize  this  trend  of  the  popular  mind.  There  is  a 
rational  attempt  made  to  plan  and  order  the  premises  in  such  wise 
that  in  their  approach,  outfit  and  appointments  they  directly  tend 
to  promote  the  health,  comfort  and  activities  of  the  school.  Slowly 
though  the  progress  is  onlj^  by  inches,  the  scientific  principles  that 
govern  in  heating,  ventilating  and  seating  capacity  are  finding  a 
lodgment  in  the  public  conscience  and  are  beginning  to  make  them- 
selves felt  in  shaping  our  school  environment.  This  sympathetic 
attitude  of  the  public  opens  a  hopeful  outlook  for  the  future  of 
the  public  schools.  It  indicates  an  interest  and  intelligence 
at  the  crucial  point  of  the  whole  problem.  An  education  worthy 
of  the  name  must  first  make  provision  to  protect  and  promote  the 
health  of  the  growing  child  and  then  concern  itself  with  ways  and 
means  of  teaching  the  rudiments  of  learning.  The  best  definition 
of  education  is  always  written  in  the  keynote  of  the  child's  health 
and  in  its  practical  application  respect  must  be  given  at  all  times 
and  everywhere  to  the  same  fundamental  fact.  • 
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LAWRENCE  COUNTY— W.  Lee  Gilmore. 


From  the  fact  that  I  assumed  the  duties  of  this  office  Juue  3, 
1907,  my  report  concerniug  the  progress  of  the  Lawrence  county 
schools  during  the  past  year  must  be  brief. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  form  of  contagious  diseases  to  interfere 
with  the  work  of  the  schools,  and  as  a  result,  they  were  kept  open 
regularly  for  the  entire  term. 

There  are  five  districts  in  the  county  that  had  a  term  of  eight 
months,  and  one  that  had  a  term  of  nine.  The  teachers  seemed  to 
be  earnest  and  conscientious  in  their  work,  and  endeavored  to  give 
all  essential  things  their  attention. 

The  directors  have  shown  their  interest  in  the  work  of  the  schools 
by  the  apparatus  and  equipment  which  they  have  provided  for  them, 
and  by  their  efforts  to  obtain  the  best  teachers  possible. 

The  five  township  high  schools  of  the  county  are  doing  good  work, 
and  the  demand  for  more  such  is  increasing, 

I  attended  several  local  teachers'  institutes  throughout  the 
county,  and  the  enthusiasm  manifested  by  both  patrons  and  teachers 
was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

The  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  meeting  during  the 
month  of  February.  There  was  a  good  attendance  of  directors. 
Interesting  addresses  were  given  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Hays,  of  Grove  City, 
Pa.;  Hon.  Wm.  E.  Porter,  and  ex- Judge  A.  L,  Hazen,  of  New  Castle. 

As  has  been  customary  in  the  .past,  Lawrence  county  and  the  city 
of  New  Castle  held  a  joint  institute  during  the  second  week  in  Oc- 
tober. The  enrollment  comprised  the  entire  number  of  city  and 
county  teachers.  Much  interest  was  taken  in  the  meetings  by  resi- 
dents of  the  city  and  surrounding  country.  The  instructors  were 
Hon.  0.  T.  Corson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Paul  M.  Pearson,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.;  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy,  of  the  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal 
School,  and  Dr.  Kinnema,  of  Bowiing  Green,  Kentucky.  An  in- 
teresting lecture  was  given  by  Prof.  Pearson  on  Wednesday  even- 
ing, and  a  concert  by  the  Dunbars  on  Thursday  evening.  The  in- 
struction was  very  helpful,  and  much  valuable  assistance  given  to 
the  teachers  in  their  work  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

On  the  whole,  education  seems  to  be  constantly  advancing  in  the 
county,  and  it  is  my  desire  to  see  a  spirit  created  and  an  interest 
aroused  that  will  make  the  Lawrence  county  schools  all  that  is  ex- 
pected of  them. 
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LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Suoke. 


In  reviewing-  the  school  work  of  our  county  for  another  year,  one 
can  truthfully  say  that  the  results  have  been  highly  gratifying.  Our 
directors  have  been  active  and  earnestly  devoted  to  their  arduous 
tasks,  and  the  teachers  as  a  whole  have  done  faithful  work,  and  the 
patrons  in  most  instances  have  co-operated  with  directors  and 
teachers  to  fulfill  the  great  mission  of  our  public  schools.  There 
are  many  encouraging  evidences  of  strides  gained  during  the  j^ear, 
and  many  indications  that  our  schools  are  in  a  progressive  condi- 
tion. However,  may  it  be  hoped  that  we  are  not  satisfied  with  our 
vantage  ground.  The  best  can  always  be  improved,  and  may  there 
be  a  united  effort  on  the  part  of  all  connected  with  our  jjublic 
schools  to  improve  them  as  rapidly  as  time  and  means  will  allow 
their  improvement. 

The  county  institute  is  always  the  great  educational  event  of  the 
year  in  our  county.  No  other  factor  is  more  important  or  more 
serviceable  in  awakening  interest  in  the  work  of  our  schools.  It  is 
not  only  a  special  benefit  to  our  teachers,  but  also  arouses  the  educa- 
tional thought  of  the  entire  county  and  concentrates  it  upon  the 
work  of  the  schools.  The  instructors  were  Drs.  C.  0.  Ellis,  Jona- 
than Eigdon  and  Charles  Leslie  Omwake.  Miss  May  Cloud,  of 
Philadelphia  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  institute  was  regarded 
one  of  the  most  successful  ever  held  in  our  county.  The  instruc- 
tions were  of  the  very  highest  character.  Local  institutes  were  held 
throughout  the  entire  count}'.  In  quite  a  few  of  our  districts 
monthly  teachers'  meetings  continue  to  be  held.  The  majority 
of  teachers  deserve  commendation  for  the  active  interest  they  have 
taken  in  this  kind  of  work. 

Our  fourth  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  was  held  in 
Lebanon,  February  22d  and  23d.  The  two-day  session  was  a  new 
venture.  It  proved  successful.  The  attendance,  considering  the  ex- 
tremely cold  weather,  was  remarkably  good.  Many  of  the  directors 
attended  all  the  sessions.  The  instructors  were  David  F.  Fortney. 
Esq.,  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnis,  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Hull  and  Trof.  R.  M.  McNeal. 
Very  excellent  papers  were  read  by  the  following  directors:  Thomas 
L.  Becker,  Harry  Moyer,  Charles  K.  Witmer,  Esq.,  and  Samuel  W. 
Beckley.  Animated  discussions  followed  the  reading  of  each  paper. 
Our  directors  deserve  special  credit  for  the  deep  interest  they  mani- 
fested in  the  welfare  of  the  srhools  through  this  convention.  We 
sincerely  believe  that  there  is  no  other  factor  in  school  work  which 
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will,  in  the  futiiro,  liolp  more  to  solve  the  public  school  problems 
than  the  County  Directors'  Association. 

Three  township  high  schools  have  been  organized  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  term.  There  are  at  present  nine  such  schools  in  suc- 
cessful operation  in  our  county.  These  schools  are  giving  a  whole- 
some uplift  to  the  educational  sentiment  in  every  community  in 
which  they  are  placed,  and  are  receiving  the  heartiest  approval  and 
support  of  our  progressive  citizens. 

In  justice  to  myself,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  was  prevented  from 
school  visitations  during  nearly  three  months  on  account  of  per- 
sonal illness.  However,  1  visited  all  the  schools  once  excepting 
ten,  and  about  one-half  of  them  twice.  Wliile  I  felt  severely  the 
misfortune  of  my  illness,  the  burdens  were  lightened  by  the  kind 
sympathy  of  friends,  teachers  and  directors.  The  kindness  and  the 
generosity  of  our  people,  which  came  so  spontaneously  to  aid  in 
directing  the  school  work  for  the  year,  will  always  remain  bright 
in  the  memory  of  the  educational  duties  of  190G  and  1907. 

My  sincerest  thanks  are  due  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  many  valuable  suggestions,  to  the  press  of  the  county  for 
many  fovarable  comments,  and  to  the  directors,  teachers  and 
citizens  for  the  interest  shown  in  our  public  schools. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Rupp. 


In  many  respects  the  results  of  the  school  work  during  the  past 
year  were  very  gratifying,  though  in  a  number  of  instances  our  ex- 
pectations were  not  fully  realized.  Many  of  our  teachers  acquitted 
themselves  admirably,  and  their  schools  made  commendable  pro- 
gress. This  was  especially  true  of  those  teachers  who  have  held 
the  same  position  and  taught  the  same  school  for  a  number  of  suc- 
cessive years. 

It  was  more  clearly  demonstrated  than  ever  before  that  the  fre- 
quent change  of  teachers  is  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  con- 
tinued and  unwavering  progress.  During  the  past  year  we  had  en- 
tirely too  many  changes,  not  only  at  the  beginning  but  also  during 
the  term.  Hardly  a  week  passed  that  there  was  not  a  resignation 
in  one  or  the  other  of  the  schools  of  the  county. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  we  started  out  with  seventy-five  new 

teachers,  of  Avhom  forty-six  had  had  no  previous  experience.     This 

number  was  continually  augmented  during  the  term,  so  that  by  the 

close  we  had  about  ninety  new  ones,  which  was  about  twenty-seven 
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per  cent,  of  tlie  entire  number;  indicating  that  our  entire  teaching 
force  changes,  on  an  average,  at  least  once  every  four  years.  With 
these  conditions  existing,  it  is  very  evident  that  the  work  of  the 
superintendent  becomes  arduous  and  at  times  very  discouraging. 

At  the  time  when  the  appointments  were  made,  the  applicants  for 
schools  were  very  scarce,  and  the  directors  were  obliged  to  appoint 
applicants  who,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  would  not  have  re- 
ceived any  recognition,  but  In  order  to  fill  their  schools  for  the  open- 
ing of  the  term,  this  became  the  only  expedient  of  the  directors. 

After  the  schools  were  in  session,  resignations  began  to  come  in, 
and  the  vacancies  had  to  be  filled  in  order  to  keep  the  schools  open. 
So  scarce  did  qualified  teachers  become  towards  the  last  that  schools 
had  frequently  to  remain  closed  for  a  week  or  more  until  some  one 
could  be  found  who  was  willing  to  take  them. 

One  district  had  a  resignation  towards  the  close  of  the  term,  and 
after  advertising  for  a  week  in  the  local  papers  without  receiving 
a  single  application,  the  board  finally  consolidated  two  of  the 
graded  schools  in  their  district  and  transferred  one  of  the  teachers 
to  the  existing  vacancy. 

I  might  cite  other  instances  of  a  somewhat  similar  nature  to  show 
with  what  difficulties  we  had  to  deal;  but  with  the  advent  of  the 
new  salary  law,  better  conditions  are  in  store  for  our  schools,  and 
better  results  may  be  expected. 

During  the  present  wave  of  general  prosperity  other  vocations 
hold  out  greater  inducements  for  the  intelligent  services  which  our 
teachers  are  able  to  render  than  that  offered  by  the  teaching  pro- 
fession, and  as  a  consequence  our  best  teachers  are  lured  away  from 
the  schools.  Say  what  you  will  about  the  nobility  of  the  teacher's 
calling,  dress  it  in  the  finest  habiliments  appealing  to  sentimen- 
tality, it  yet  remains  a  fact,  that  the  remuneration  is  the  first  con- 
sideration of  a  man  or  woman  who  is  casting  about  for  something 
to  do. 

Higher  salaries  for  teaching  is  the  one  panacea  which  will  help  to 
raise  our  schools  to  the  high  plane  which  our  time  demands;  and 
the  State  Legislature  is  to  be  highly  commended  for  giving  us  an 
increase  through  the  passage  of  a  larger  appropriation  bill  and  the 
minimum  salary  act. 

All  of  our  teachers  are  already  elected  for  the  next  term,  and  the 
various  boards  experienced  A^ery  little  trouble  in  filling  their  schools 
Avith  well  qualified  teachers ;  which  shows  the  beneficial  effect  of  the 
passage  of  the  laws  referred  to,  and  we  start  in  the  new  school  year 
with  high  hopes  for  success  in  our  work. 

Our  directors  are  doing  very  commendable  work  in  the  erection 
of  new  school  houses.  Slatington  erected  a  very  handsome  eight- 
room  building;  Whitehall,  a  six-room  building,  and   Salisbury,  a 
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two-rooin  addition  to  the  South  Allentown  building.  All  of  these 
buildings  are  well  constructed  and  of  modern  design  in  every  sense 
of  the  word. 

Whitehall  has  given  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  two  new 
buildings  during  the  present  summer.  The  Packer  Hill  and  Sterner 
buildings  will  be  abandoned  and  the  schools  now  quartered  in  these 
buildings  consolidated  and  brought  to  a  central  place  in  the  village 
of  Fullerton,  where  a  ten-room  building  will  be  erected.  The  Egypt 
and  Farview  buildings  will  also  be  abandoned  and  a  new  eight-room 
building  erected  to  accommodate  the  schools  of  both  old  buildings. 
Both  of  these  houses  will  be  of  a  modern  type  of  school  architecture. 

Our  county  institute,  as  ustial,  was  a  pronounced  success.  Every 
teacher  of  the  county  was  enrolled.  Our  instructors  were  Drs.  Fess, 
Schmucker,  Winship,  Pearson  and  Rothermel.  These  names,  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  county  institute,  need  no  further  com- 
ment. 

Six  well  attended  local  institutes  were  held  and  resulted  in  good 
for  the  schools. 

The  annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember. Unfortunately,  the  weather  in  the  early  part  of  the  day 
was  extremely  disagreeable,  and  many  of  the  directors  remained 
away  in  consequence,  so  that  the  attendance  was  not  so  large  as  it 
would  otherwise  have  been.  There  were  seventy-five  directors  in  at- 
tendance out  of  a  possible  147,  but  what  was  lacking  in  number  was 
made  up  in  enthusiasm.  The  various  papers  were  very  strong,  and, 
with  the  discussions  that  followed,  cannot  result  in  anything  but  a 
benefit  to  the  schools  in  general.  Drs.  Rothermel  and  Philips  were 
present  and  gave  instructive  talks  to  the  directors. 

Two  new  township  high  schools  were  opened  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term,  one  at  Shimersville  for  Upper  Milford,  and  the  other  at 
Unionville  for  North  Whitehall.  The  success  of  these  schools,  as 
well  as  those  opened  previously,  is  very  flattering.  That  township 
high  schools  continue  to  grow  in  popularity  and  favor  is  indisput- 
able, and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  a  few  years  until  every  child  in  the 
county  will  have  the  privilege  of  securing  a  high  school  education 
without  leaving  home  even  in  the  most  remote  parts  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

Each  of  the  schools  of  Hanover  and  Lowhill  townships  was  sup- 
plied with  a  set  of  Rand  and  McNally's  outline  maps.  Various  other 
articles  of  school  apparatus  were  placed  in  the  different  schools  of 
the  county,  so  that  there  are  very  few  now  that  do  not  possess  the 
necessary  paraphernalia  for  successful  school  work. 

The  various  school  libraries  continue  to  grow,  and  thus  help  the 
teachers  very  materially  in  disseminating  knowledge  not  found  in 
text-books,  as  well  as  cultivating  a  general  love  fpr  reading. 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


In  placing  before  you  a  brief  report  of  the  educational  happen- 
ings of  Luzerne  county  for  the  school  year  just  ended,  I  do  so  with 
a  feeling  of  pleasure.  While  my  work  has  been  extremely  arduous 
the  weight  has  been  greatly  lightened  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
teachers  and  directors.  With  this  good  feeling  existing  among  the 
various  factors  in  public  education  quite  satisfactory  results  are  be- 
ing obtained  and  a  spirit  of  hopefulness  prevails  for  even  more  ef- 
fective work  in  the  future. 

It  is  my  belief  that  our  teachers  are  realizing  more  clearly  each 
succeeding  term  the  honor,  dignity  and  importance  of  their  calling. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  encourage  those  who  are  by  nature  gifted 
for  the  profession  to  remain  in  the  work,  and  to  try  to  set  aside 
those  who  see  nothing  in  it  but  bread  and  butter  and  something  to 
take  up  their  time.  In  this  I  have  succeeded  to  a  great  extent  and 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  our  teachers  will  compare  favorably  in 
efficiency  and  professional  zeal  with  those  of  the  other  large  coun- 
ties of  the  State. 

In  the  eighteen  examinations  held  throughout  the  county,  four 
hundred  fifty-nine  applicants  presented  themselves.  Of  these  three 
hundred  twenty-nine  were  successful  and  one  hundred  thirty  were 
rejected.  The  standard  is  raised  from  year  to  year  and  with  the  aid 
of  the  new  minimum  salary  law  we  hope  to  bring  about  conditions 
that  will  eclipse  even  our  fondest  expectations. 

The  thirty-ninth  annual  institute  was  held  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Au- 
ditorium during  the  week  beginning  Monday,  October  29.  The  in- 
structors were  selected  from  the  very  best  available.  There  were 
enrolled  eight  hundred  flfly-four  teachers,  many  of  whom  showed 
in  their  class  work  during  the  year  that  they  were  greatly  bene- 
fited by  the  instruction  received  at  this  meeting.  No  one  found 
fault  with  the  v.ork  of  the  week  except  the  chronic  complainer  upon 
whom  we  look  in  a  sense  of  pity  rather  than  of  condemnation,  for 
he  is  neither  mentally,  morally  nor  (surely  not)  physically  respon- 
sible. The  instructors  dui'ing  the  day  sessions  were  Dr.  Robt.  L. 
Kelley,  Richmond,  Indiana;  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Worcester,  Mass.; 
Dr.  E.  L.  Kemp.  East  Stroudsburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith, 
Mansfield,  Pa.;  Prof.  Chas.  H.  Albert  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter, 
Bloomsburg,  Pa.  The  vocal  soloist  was  Miss  Florence  Vincent,  In- 
diana, Pa.     The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  lectures  by  Dr. 
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Geo.  P.  Bible  and  Dr.  Edward  iiinlou  McDowell,  and  concerts  by 
the  Lyric  Glee  Club  and  the  Famous  Cleveland  Ladies'  Orchestra, 
assisted  by  Frederic  Irving,  bass  and  baritone  soloist. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  held  a  meet- 
ing in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  lecture  room  on  Thursday,  December  20. 
Eloquent  and  helpful  addresses  were  made  by  Dr.  R.  M.  McNeal 
of  the  Department  of  Tublic  Instruction;  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Philips,  Prin- 
cipal, West  Chester  State  Normal  School  and  Kev.  C.  E.  Correll, 
President  of  the  Conyngham  borough  school  board.  In  addition  to 
the  above  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Allen,  of  Freelaud  rendered  vocal  solos 
and  there  was  a  class  drill  in  vocal  music  by  pupils  of  the  Dorrance- 
ton  public  schools  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  Gwilym  Davies.  Only 
one  hundred  twentj-eight  directors  were  in  attendance  which  is  a 
fraction  over  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  total  number,  yet  those 
who  did  attend  were  certainly  able  to  carry  back  with  them  some- 
thing that  would  be  a  benefit  to  their  fellow  directors  and  a  boon 
to  the  schools  in  their  respective  districts. 

During  the  year  I  made  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  oificial  visits 
to  the  schools,  this  being  the  largest  number  ever  visited  in  this 
county  in  one  year.  Satisfactory  conditions  were  found  to  prevail 
in  all  but  a  very  few  places.  I  have  no  patience  with  the  teacher 
who  does  not  try  to  improve  in  her  work  from  time  to  time  and  some 
of  this  kind  will  be  missing  from  the  ranks  when  the  next  term 
opens. 

Plymouth  borough  opened  a  beautiful  new  sixteen-room  high 
school  building  last  fall.  New  buildings  were  also  erected  in  Foster 
township  and  Swoyersville  borough.  West  Pittston  is  arranging 
for  a  new  high  school  building.  Pittston  City  added  new  rooms  to 
some  of  their  buildings.  One  of  the  Ashley  school  buildings  was 
partially  destroyed  by  fire.  This  is  now  being  repaired  and  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  in  September. 

In  conclusion,  I  extend  my  thanks  to  the  Department  for  their 
helpful  advice  and  other  courtesies,  and  to  the  directors,  teachers 
and  citizens  for  their  kind  co-operation.  Also  thanking  the  public 
press  of  the  county  for  publishing  matter  pertaining  to  our  educa- 
tional welfare,  I  respectfully  submit  this,  my  eighth  annual  re- 
port. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor. 


Tlie  statistical  report  for  the  year  shows  a  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  first  year  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  and  a  cor- 
responding increase  in  the  number  holding  certificates  of  a  higher 
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grade.  La&t  year  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  teaching  force  had  no 
previous  experience.  This  year  eighteen  per  cent,  were  first  year 
teachers.  The  increase  in  wages  offered  by  the  new  minimum  salary 
law  will  tend  to  lower  the  percentage  of  beginners  during  the  next 
few  years  and  to  increase  the  term,  of  service  of  experienced 
teachers.  But  in  addition  to  this,  the  new  law  should  encourage 
greater  professional  improvement  on  the  part  of  experienced  teach- 
ers if  the  State  is  to  receive  the  full  measure  of  returns  for  its 
generous  assistance  in  the  cause  of  public  education. 

The  annual  institute,  held  at  Muncy  during  the  week  of  Decem- 
ber 10-14,  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  profitable  the  county 
has  yet  enjoyed.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Hon.  W.  W.  Stetson, 
State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Augusta,  Maine;  Hon. 
O.  T.  Corson,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Principal  State 
Normal  School,  Clarion;  Prof.  F.  W.  Bobbins,  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  Bethlehem,  and  Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Bloomsburg.  The 
work  of  the  week  was  of  a  practical  nature  and  was  highly  appre- 
ciated by  the  teachers.  Several  periods  were  profitably  devoted  to 
section  work  during  the  sessions  of  the  institute.  The  evening- 
attractions  were  Dr.  Edward  Burton  McDowell,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elias 
Day,  The  Cleveland  Ladies  Orchestra  and  Dr.  Morgan  Wood.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-five  directors  were  present  on  Directors'  Day, 
December  13.  In  the  morning  the  directors  were  addressed  by  Dr. 
J.  George  Becht  and  Supt.  S.  H.  Dean,  of  Mount  Carmel.  Dr.  O. 
T.  Corson,  and  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  addressed  the  teachers  and 
directors  in  joint  session  during  the  afternoon  session. 

The  mid-winter  meeting  of  Lycoming  County  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion held  at  Montgomery,  February  25,  was  largely  attended  by 
teachers  and  friends  of  education.  The  day  sessions  were  chiefly 
devoted  to  the  discussion  of  important  school  questions.  During 
the  afternoon  the  audience  was  favored  with  an  excellent  address 
on  "The  School  and  the  State,"  by  I.  K.  Fleming,  of  Picture  Rocks, 
president  of  the  Directors'  Association.  The  evening  lecture, 
"Happy  Thoughts  on  Homely  Themes,"  by  Dr.  W.  Quay  Roselle,  of 
Williamsport,  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  every  one  present.  A 
pleasing  feature  of  the  program  was  the  music  rendered  by  the 
teachers  and  pupils  of  the  Montgomery  schools. 

The  monthly  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Exchange  continue  to 
be  an  important  factor  in  the  educational  work  of  the  county.  Difr- 
ing  the  year  the  new  course  of  study  was  discussed  in  detail  at 
these  meetings  and  the  following  books  were  reviewed:  Method  in 
Education,  Roark,  Special  Method  in  History,  Special  Method  in 
Geography,  McMurry,  and  English  in  the  Grades,  Blaisdell.  At  the 
April  meeting  a  special  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  papers 
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of  applicants  for  common  school  diplomas  made  its  report.  Out  of 
250  applicants  130  received  diplomas.  The  report  of  the  committee 
indicated  that  considerable  improvement  is  needed  in  the  written 
work  of  pupils  and  in  the  general  arrangement  of  papers.  The  at- 
tention of  the  teachers  was  called  to  the  matter  and  it  is  believed 
that  better  results  will  be  noted  in  this  direction  by  another  year. 

Over  two  hundred  and  fifty  directors  were  present  at  the  annual 
May  meeting — the  largest  attendance  since  the  association  was  or- 
ganized. Among  the  questions  discussed  were:  "Elementary  Agri- 
culture," ''How  the  Director  May  Help  the  Teacher,"  and  the  "New 
Salary  Law,"  Directors  taking  part  on  the  program  were  J.  W. 
Levegood,  I.  R.  Fleming,  Dr.  A.  T.  Welker,  S.  H.  Gottshall,  L.  A. 
Pidcoe,  William  Mendenhall,  Dr.  L.  H.  C.  Mintzer.  The  speakers 
of  the  day  were  Dr.  0.  T.  Corson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  Supt. 
Charles  Lose,  of  Williamsport.  The  addresses  were  helpful  and  in- 
spiring and  were  highly  appreciated. 

During  the  year  twenty  educational  meetings  were  held  in  various 
parts  of  the  county  so  as  to  include  nearly  the  entire  body  of  teach- 
ers and  pupils.  These  meetings  were  interesting,  helpful  and 
largely  attended.  Much  credit  is  due  the  teachers  for  the  careful 
manner  in  which  they  arranged  the  programs  and  prepared  them- 
selves for  the  discussions.  An  eloquent  educational  address  by 
Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  of  Williamsport,  was  the  attraction  at  sev- 
eral of  the  evening  sessions. 

Our  four  township  high  schools  are  doing  excellent  service  in  ex- 
tending the  educational  advantages  of  pupils  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. Graduates  of  these  schools  compare  favorably  with  pupils 
spending  the  same  amount  of  time  in  the  borough  high  schools. 
The  State  is  deeply  in  sympathy  with  the  movement  which  affords 
better  educational  opportunities  for  the  country  and  is  very  gener- 
ous in  its  assistance.  It  is  hoped  that  every  locality  where  condi- 
tions are  favorable  may  soon  consider  the  possibilities  of  establish- 
ing a  township  high  school. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  Limestone  township  opened 
a  commodious  two-room  brick  building  at  Collomsville,  The  new 
four-room  brick  building  at  DuBoistowm,  costing  |S,000,  was  dedi- 
cated with  appropriate  exercises  in  December,  In  April  ground 
was  broken  at  Montoursville  for  a  new  thirteen-room  brick  struc- 
ture to  cost  135,000. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
teachers,  patrons  and  directors,  the  continued  courtesy  of  the  pub- 
lic press  and  the  kindly  assistance  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction. 
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McKEAN  COUNTY— Burdette  S.  Bayle. 


It  seems  to  be  the  fashion  in  writing  these  reports  to  begin  with 
the  statement  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  unprecedented 
progress;  but  it  occurs  to  me  that  if  this  goes  on  much  longer  we 
shall  have  reached  the  ideal,  and  your  humble  servant,  not  being  an 
ideal  superintendent,  will  no  longer  be  worthy  of  the  position  he  is 
trying  to  fill. 

In  comparing  one  year  with  another  few  can  say  which  is  best, 
but  should  we  go  back  for  a  period  of  years  some  definite  idea 
might  be  obtained  of  our  progress.  Twenty-five  years  ago  your 
superintendent  reported  that  only  two  townships  in  the  county 
had  any  apparatus  worth  mentioning  and  that  only  one  had  suffi- 
cient blackboards  in  its  schools.  The  majority  of  the  districts  only 
had  six  months  of  school  and  the  average  salary  for  lady  teachers 
was  less  than  |29.  An  ex-superiutendcnt  of  a  neighboring  county 
did  all  the  instructing  at  the  county  institute. 

To-day  nearly  every  district  in  the  county  boasts  a  good  equip- 
ment of  apparatus,  very  few  schools  lack  sufficient  blackboards, 
and  a  majority  of  our  townships  have  eight  months  of  school  and 
a  majority  of  our  boroughs  nine,  while  the  average  salary  of  women 
has  increased  nearly  to  45. 

Not  least  among  the  aids  to  educational  progress  is  the  county 
institute.  We  have  no  record  of  the  cost  of  the  ex-superintendent 
in  1882,  but  it  probably  did  not  exceed  |2o.  Our  institute  in  1906 
cost  just  1940.30.  Some  idea  of  our  more  recent  progress  may  be 
obtained  from  the  fact  that  our  receipts  for  evening  entertainments 
were  |290.40  against  -f  181.08  in  1905,  and  |88  in  1904. 

The  institute  instructors  were  Dr.  Ira  W.  Howerth,  Dr.  W.  W. 
Parsons,  Dr.  T.  S.  Low  den,  and  Miss  Maude  Willis.  Evening  enter- 
tainments were,  lecture  by  Dr.  Parsons,  Kellogg-Haines  Singing 
Party,  High  School  Contest,  Bostonia  Sextette,  and  lecture  by  Dr. 
Howerth.     The  date  of  the  institute  was  October  22. 

An  experiment  which  worked  out  very  satisfactorily  was  the 
charging  of  an  enrollment  fee  of  $2.50  and  allowing  each  teacher 
to  deduct  his  railroad  fare  before  inclosing  the  amount  in  the  enroll- 
ment envelope.  The  average  fee  was  only  a  few  cents  more  than 
the  usual  fee  of  |1.50,  while  the  expense  of  attending  the  insti- 
tute was  equalized  for  all  the  teachers  of  the  county.  I  have  yet 
to  hear  the  first  complaint  against  the  system. 

Our  high  school  contest  inaugurated  in  1905  has  developed  into  a 
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County  TJtorary  T^'ajj;iu'  wliicli  holds  a  sorios  of  eontosts  during]:  the 
year  with  the  one  for  deleiinining  final  honors  at  the  institute. 
Tlirough  the  kindness  of  twenty-one  of  our  leadin<^  citizens  we  have 
a  beautiful  cup  costing  one  hundred  dollars  which  is  held  by  the 
high  school  winning  first  rank.  That  these  contests  are  a  great 
incentive  to  better  work  in  English  is  beyond  (juestion. 

The  Directors'  Convention  met  Jan.  10.  AVhile  the  attendance 
was  not  large,  the  program  was  very  interesting  and  helpful, 
Supt.  W.  M.  Ptirce,  of  Kidgway,  and  Supt.  W.  L.  MacGowan,  of 
Warren,  assisted  in  the  instruction.  A  resolution  was  passed  to 
have  the  next  meeting  in  conjunction  witli  the  county  institute. 

Hamlin  township  has  started  a  high  school  at  Hazelhurst.  A 
great  many  students  in  the  county  are  taking  advantage  of  the  law 
which  allows  them  to  attend  borough  and  city  high  schools  at  the 
expense  of  their  home  districts.  Bradford  township's  tuition  bill 
for  the  year  was  over  |700. 

Every  possible  effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  proficiency  of 
our  teaching  force.  To  this  end  the  regular  examinations  for 
teachers'  certificates  w^ere  postponed  from  May  until  July.  A 
large  number  of  teachers  embraced  the  0}>portunity  for  attending 
spring  and  summer  schools,  and  as  a  result  fewer  applicants  were 
rejected  and  a  better  average  of  certificates  was  obtained.  On  the 
advice  of  the  superintendent,  several  districts  gave  their  teachers 
a  day  oft  for  visiting  other  schools.  AVithout  exception,  the  teach- 
ers used  the  privilege  to  the  best  advantage,  and  I  am  sure  it  was 
a  very  profitable  investment  for  the  boards  who  tried  it. 

The  two  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Association  were  very  success- 
ful. A  feature  of  the  meeting  at  Port  Allegany  was  the  holding 
of  one  of  the  high  school  contests  on  the  preceding  evening.  It 
served  the  double  purpose  of  increasiug  the  attendance  and  en- 
couraging the  students  in  their  contest  work.  The  Kane  meeting? 
was  equally  profitable.  About  one  hundred  fifty  teachers  attended 
the  two  meetings. 

Perhaps  no  one  thing  has  contributed  so  much  towards  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  cause  of  education  in  the  county  as  the  action 
of  our  county  commissioners  in  raising  the  valuations  on  all  prop- 
erty. AVitli  the  maximum  levy  of  twenty-six  mills  in  many  dis- 
tricts it  has  still  been  impossible  to  obtain  enough  money  for  main- 
taining good  schools.  With  this  difficulty  overcome,  and  with  the 
increased  appropriation  which  the  State  Legislature  has  so  gener- 
ously given  us,  the  outlook  for  better  schools  in  McKean  county  is 
very  bright. 

I  thank  you  all  who  have  in  any  way  contributed  to  the  success 
of  our  schools  and  the  advancement  of  our  boys  and  girls. 

^—5—1907 
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MERCER  COUNTY— F.  F.  Foltz. 


While  our  ideals  of  last  year  were  not  realized  in  the  practical 
affairs  of  our  schools,  yet  we  know  that  many  patrons,  teachers 
and  directors  alike  have  more  serious  and  consistent  ideas  of  what 
the  public  schools  should  accomi>lish  for  our  boys  and  girls,  more 
of  a  sense  of  the  responsibility  of  teaching  school  and  what  sort  of 
example  in  conduct  and  studious  habits  may  be  reasonably  expected 
of  the  teacher. 

In  preparation  for  their  work  and  in  scholarship  the  teachers  of 
Mercer  county  will  stand  high  in  comparison  with  those  of  our 
neighboring  counties.  Such  few  failures  as  we  had  were  due  to  in- 
ability to  govern.  The  local  institutes,  with  the  exception  of  six 
townships,  were  well  attended  and  showed  a  professional  spirit 
in  our  teaching  force.  The  papers  read  were  a  credit  to  the  ability 
of  the  teachers. 

A  township  high  school  was  organized  at  Transfer,  in  Pymatun- 
ing  township.  Prof.  J.  H.  Stoner,  who  is  a  graduate  of  both  a 
Normal  school  and  a  college,  was  elected  as  teacher  and  did  most  ex- 
cellent work.  The  high  school  in  Lackawannock  township,  under 
the  direction  of  Prof.  S.  A.  Mahle,  was  a  decided  success.  Special 
mention  of  good  organization,  discipline,  and  instruction  is  due  the 
borough  schools  in  Grove  City,  Sharpsville,  West  Middlesex,  and 
Jamestown,  under  the  respective  principals,  Profs.  Smathers,  Vick- 
erman,  McConnell  and  Gamble. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Mercer  the  week  of  November 
12.  In  attendance  it  was  possibly  the  largest  ever  held  in  the 
county.  Our  instructors  were  Hon.  W.  W.  Stetson,  of  Maine;  G. 
W.  DeLong,  of  Crooksville,  Ohio;  Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris,  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  Stanley  L.  Krebs,  of  Chicago,  and  Rev.  Dr. 
John  S.  Duncan,  of  Mercer.  For  evening  lecturers  and  entertainers 
we  had  Dr.  W.  T.  Sherman  Kulp,  Dr.  S.  L.  Krebs,  the  Troubadours, 
and  The  Leonora  Jackson  Recital  Company.  E^ach  half  day  was  di- 
vided into  three  periods  and  the  last  period  of  each  morning  ses- 
sion was  devoted  to  conferences  of  the  different  grade  teachers. 
Our  people  expressed  their  hearty  approval  of  this  plan. 

The  fourth  annual  convention  of  the  school  directors  of  Mercer 
county  was  held  at  Mercer,  January  22-23.  Dr.  G.  W.  Gerwig,  of 
Allegheny,  spoke  on  "A  Business  Man's  Views  of  Our  Schools." 
Supt.  D.  W.  Armstrong,  of  Venango  county,  gave  a  strong  address 
on  ''The  Rural  School  Problem."     A  very  helpful  address  was  given 
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by  W.  G.  Barker,  Esq.,  of  Mercer,  on  "A  Summary  of  the  School 
Laws  with  Which  Every  Director  Should  be  Fimiliar."  E.  S. 
Templeton,  Esq.,  of  Greenville,  in  discussinj;  ''Should  a  Director 
Lead  or  Be  Led  by  Public  Sentiment?"  after  saying  that  there  are 
many  questions  on  which  the  sentiment  of  the  people  should  be  con- 
sidered, said  that  there  are  some  eases  in  which  duty  and  law  must 
govern  a  director  regardless  of  the  wishes  of  a  community.  In  a 
discussion  of  "The  Importance  of  a  Careful  Registration  of  School 
Children,"  it  was  discovered  that  our  county  loses  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars each  year  because  of  carelessness  in  this  matter. 

Our  directors  are  iutereslod  and  progressive.  As  a  rule,  they  are 
economical  and  are  not  good  subjects  for  the  map  and  apparatus 
man.  Springfield  and  West  Salem  townships  have  taken  the  lead 
in  closing  schools  because  of  small  attendance.  Others  will  follow 
next  year.  The  cost  per  pupil  is  entirely  too  high  where  there  are 
but  from  four  to  eight  pupils  and  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  a 
teacher  to  arouse  and  maintain  the  interest  found  in  larger  schools. 

In  closing  we  wish  to  express  thanks  to  the  press,  teachers,  di- 
rectors, and  patrons  for  favors  extended  and  for  co-operation  in 
our  efforts.  To  the  Department  we  wish  to  say  that  we  appreciate 
your  willingness  and  promptness  in  giving  us  needed  advice. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— James  F.  Wills. 


The  public  school  work  done  in  our  county  during  the  school  year 
of  1906-07  is  closed.  The  good  accruing  therefrom  cannot  be  meas- 
ured, weighed,  or  valued.  The  training  of  the  immortal  mind  and 
the  growth  of  character  evade  all  tangible  means  of  computation. 
The  results  of  the  year's  work  can  only  be  approximately  reported. 

We  believe  our  schools  have  made  much  progress  during  the 
year,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  started  out  with  a  short- 
age of  teachers  which  handicapped  the  directors  in  selecting  and 
placing  their  teachers  to  the  best  advantage.  Indeed,  teachers  were 
so  scarce  that  we  w^ere  almost  compelled  to  beg  for  them.  Some 
of  the  schools  could  not  be  opened  at  the  appointed  time  because 
they  lacked  that  essential  element,  a  teacher.  These  conditions 
brought  into  our  schools  quite  a  number  of  young,  inexperienced 
teachers  which  militated  to  some  degree  against  our  highest  pro- 
gress; yet  the  majority  of  these  young  people  were  earnest,  con- 
scientious and  enthusiastic  in  their  work  and  much  good  has  re- 
sulted from  their  efforts, 
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During  the  term,  I  visited  all  the  schools  in  the  county  twice  ex- 
cepting three  which  were  closed  when  I  w^as  visiting  in  those  sec- 
tions. More  directors  accompanied  me  to  their  respective  schools 
this  year  than  last  year.  This  is  enrouraging.  We  are  glad  to  re- 
port oar  directors  visiting  the  schools.  Many  citizens  visited  the 
school  also,  especially  on  days  when  special  exercises  were  held. 

Our  schools  have  increased  in  number  during  the  year,  there  being 
eight  more  teachers.  The  increase  was  one  each  in  Menno,  Armagh, 
Lewistown,  Granville  and  Freedom  Independent  districts,  and  three 
in  Derry  district.  A  science  teacher  was  put  into  the  Lewistown 
high  school.  In  Menno  district,  a  township  high  school  was  or- 
ganized and  started  at-  Allensville,  which  makes  five  such  schools 
in  our  county.  The  teachers  in  the  other  districts  were  employed 
to  relieve  congested  conditions  in  the  schools. 

Three  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  Derry  district  and 
Granville  district  each  erected  substantial  single-room  brick  build- 
ings; both  are  bright  and  cheery  and  furnished  with  excellent  seats 
and  slate  blackboards.  The  other  new  building  was  erected  in 
Freedom  Independent  district  at  a  cost  of  about  f20,000.  The 
board  did  not  make  the  mistake  so  frequently  made  in  growing  com- 
munities, of  building  only  for  present  needs.  There  are  only  five 
schools  now.  but  a  beautiful  building  with  eight  rooms  was  erected. 
It  is  built  of  fine  pressed  brick  with  brown  stone  trimmings.  It  is 
heated  and  ventilated  by  the  American  Heating  and  Ventilating 
system,  has  the  closets  and  washrooms  in  the  cellar,  contains  eight 
large  well-lighted  rooms  on  the  first  and  second  floors,  while  the 
third  floor  is  one  large  assembly  room.  The  building  was  dedicated 
on  the  twentj^-second  of  February  with  appropriate  exercises,  in- 
cluding the  presentation  of  a  handsome  flag  to  the  school  by  the 
r.  O.  S.  of  A.,  of  Lewistown. 

Many  minor  improvements  have  been  made  in  many  of  the  dis- 
tricts along  the  line  of  repairing,  painting  and  papering. 

The  Yeagertown  schools  raised  about  one  hundred  seventy-five 
f|175)  dollars  and  invested  it  in  their  school  library.  Ryde  school, 
Wayne  township,  is  proud  of  her  new  library  started  this  year. 
Belleville  high  school  invested  about  fifty  (|50)  dollars  in  new  books. 
Additional  volumes  were  added  to  a  number  of  other  libraries  in 
the  county.  A  Crowell  Physical  Laboratory  was  put  into  the  Brown 
township  high  school. 

Certificates  of  award  for  regular  attendance  were  given  by  the 
county  superintendent  to  all  pupils  in  the  county  who  attended 
every  day  of  the  school  term  if  reported  by  the  teacher.  About 
two  hundred  sixty  (260)  certificates  were  given.  The  Fifth  school 
in  the  Sixth  ward,  Lewistown,  was  the  banner  school  in  attend- 
ance.    Twelve  jjupils  attended  the  entire  term    of    one    hundred 
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eighty  (ISO)  days.     The  Allensville  primary  was  a  close  second  hav- 
ing ten  pupils  that  attended  every  day.     Every  district  in  the  county 
was  represented  as  follows:    Armagh,  i:{;  r>ratton,  1);  Brown,  10 
Decatur,  18;   Derry,   17;  Freedom   Independent,   ]G;  Granville,  22 
Lewistown,   05;   Newton   Hamilton,  2;  McVeytown,  3;   Menno,   18 
Oliver,  18;  Union,  12;  Wayne,  8.     Some  of  our  teachers  neglected 
to  send  the  superintendent  the  names  of  their  pupils  having  a  per- 
fect record  of  attendance,  else  this  list  would  be  longer. 

The  schools  of  our  county  had  never  contributed  anything  to- 
ward the  Thaddeus  Stevens  Memorial  Fund.  The  superintendent 
appointed  February  22,  1007,  as  contribution  day.  Seventy-eight 
dollars  and  fort^^-six  cents  (|78.46)  was  given  by  the  schools  toward 
this  worthy  cause,  and  this  sum  was  forwarded  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  fund,  Mr.  Landis,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

In  October,  1006,  Mr.  W.  W.  Trout,  one  of  our  most  worthy  school 
directors  passed  away  from  the  activities  of  life.  Mr.  Trout  was  a 
member  of  the  Lewistown  school  board  for  about  fifteen  years.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  educational  work,  b;  ing  secretary  of  the  Di- 
rectors' Association  for  several  years  and  was  sent  as  representa- 
tive to  the  State  Directors'  Convention,  Harrisburg,  several  times. 
He  was  loyal  to  the  public  school  interests  and  never  lost  an  oppor- 
tunity to  proclaim  their  virtues. 

A  number  of  educational  meetings  were  held  in  various  parts 
of  the  county  during  the  year.  In  general  these  were  well  attended 
by  teachers,  patrons,  and  directors.  The  enthusiastic  teacher  feels 
that  professional  association  gives  pleasure  and  inspiration  and  is 
essential  to  his  success,  hence  he  must  attend  these  meetings. 

The  county  institute,  held  in  Lewistown,  Nov.  26-30,  was  pro- 
nounced by  many  to  be  the  best  institute  they  ever  attended.  The 
public  patronized  the  evening  sessions  better  than  last .  year  so 
our  financial  loss  was  not  so  great.  The  day  instructors  were  Prof. 
Robert  A.  Armstrong,  Dr.  George  P.  Bible,  Dr.  Jonathan  Rigdon, 
Dr.  D.  J.  Waller.  Rev.  Dorsey  N.  Miller  and  wife  had  charge  of 
the  music.  The  evening  attractions  were  a  lecture  by  Dr.  G.  P. 
Bible,  a  recital  by  Mr.  George  Kiernan,  and  entertainments  by  the 
Elma  B.  Smith  Company,  and  The  Dunbar  Company. 

The  directors'  institute  or  convention  was  held  on  the  llth-12th 
of  January  and  was  a  success.  Prof.  Charles  H.  Albert,  of  Blooms- 
burg,  was  with  us  and  gave  us  all  some  very  helpful  tliought  and 
advice  on  the  management  of  our  public  schools.  This  convention 
also  adopted  the  Illinois  Course  of  Study  as  the  uniform  course  for 
the  county  subject  to  revision  by  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by 
the  superintendent.  This  committee  was  appointed,  met,  and  acted 
so  we  expect  to  have  a  uniform  course  of  study  in  our  schools  the 
coming   term.    One   of   the   greatest   problems   before    our   public 


86  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

schools  to-day  is,  "How  to  keep  the  boys  and  girls  in  school  longer." 
We  find  in  our  visitation  that  very  few  ungraded  schools  have  pupils 
in  them  over  fifteen  years  of  age.  This  should  not  be.  Our  youth 
stop  school  too  young.  A  few  years  ago  almost  every  country 
school  had  pupils  sixteen,  eighteen  and  twenty  years  of  age.  We 
believe  a  uniform  course  of  study  will  be  helpful  in  keeping  our 
boys  and  girls  in  school  longer  as  well  as  beneficial  along  many 
other  lines. 

All  things  taken  into  consideration,  I  am  confident  that  we  have 
had  a  very  good  school  year,  and  I  wish  to  thank  the  citizens  of  the 
county  for  their  courlesy,  the  teachers  for  their  kindness,  the  di- 
rectors for  their  many  favors,  the  press  of  the  county  for  its  valued 
assistance,  and  the  Department  for  its  advice  and  support. 


MONROE   COUNTY— F.  Koehler. 


At  the  close  of  another  successful  school  year,  we  again  pro- 
pose to  submit  a  few  of  the  many  points  of  interest  that  have  taken 
place  throughout  the  county,  and  thus  encourage  teachers,  directors, 
and  patrons  of  the  public  schools,  to  manifest  even  more  zeal  and 
earnestness  in  discharging  their  duties  in  future  years  than  during 
the  past. 

The  work  and  hearty  co-operation  of  all  these  has  been  a  source 
of  inspiration  not  only  to  the  public  school  pupils,  but  likewise  to 
the  County  Superintendent  who  was  strenuously  upheld  in  every 
new  movement  he  advocated. 

One  of  the  greaiest  needs  of  our  county  is  a  Course  of  Study  for 
our  rural  schools,  in  order  that  more  systematic  work  may  be  done 
in  our  schools.  A  Course  of  Study  is  now  being  prepared  by  the 
County  Superintendent  and  a  special  committee  of  directors  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose. 

We  still  have  a  few  teachers  who  seem  to  do  ''aimless  teaching." 
Such  ones  may  rightly  be  termed  "keepers  of  school"  rather  than 
"teachers  of  school." 

While  many  other  counties  are  bewailing  the  dearth  of  teachers, 
I  am  glad  to  report  that  Monroe  county  has  a  sufficient  number  of 
teachers,  even  a  surplus.  During  the  past  few  years  a  number  of 
our  best  experienced  teachers  secured  positions  in  neighboring  coun- 
ties, at  increased  salaries  and  longer  school  terms;  this  is  one  of 
the  deplorable  conditions  that,  at  times,  seems  to  face  every  Super- 
intendent.    While  we  should  not  envy  other  counties  that  are  for- 
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tunate  enough  in  securing  such  teachers,  it  is  an  open  question  for 
school  ollicials  whether  they  can  long  afford  to  let  such  conditions 
continue,  or  whether  they  will  make  an  attempt  to  keep  their  good 
experienced  teachers  by  increasing  their  salary,  and  if  possible 
lengthening  the  school  term.  Some  of  our  rural  districts  have  al- 
ready begun  to  move  along  this  line  in  the  right  direction,  and  suc- 
cess has  in  a  large  measure  crowned  their  efforts.  Oh,  that  all  our 
districts  would  profit  by  their  example! 

'^As  the  teacher  so  the  school"  and  "There  is  no  dearth  to  the 
faithful  teacher  who  has  passed  something  of  personal  spirit  to 
children  in  the  schools,"  are  maxims  worthy  of  consideration,  when- 
ever directors  are  called  upon  to  employ  teachers.  The  $2  hat  is 
oft-times  cheaper  in  the  end  than  the  |1  hat. 

During  the  year,  all  the  schools  were  visited  once;  many  twice; 
and  some  three  times.  Many  helpful  suggestions  were  given  to 
those  w'ho  needed  them  most,  especially  to  the  inexperienced  teach- 
ers of  whom  we  had  nearly  one-fourth  of  the  entire  teaching  force. 

One  hundred  six  provisional  certificates  were  granted;  sixteen 
professional,  and  eleven  public  school  diplomas. 

The  county  institute  was  held  November  12-16,  1906,  at  Strouds- 
burg,  Pa.  The  instructors  were,  Professors  Smith  Burnham,  West 
Chester,  Pa.;  J.  J.  Bevan,  Mauch  Chunk,  Pa.;  E.  T.  Kunkle,  Brod- 
headsville,  Pa.;  Drs.  Ruric  N.  Roark,  Richmond,  Ky.;  Elwood  L. 
Kemp,  East  Stroudsburg,  Pa.;  Miss  Lillian  Johnson,  Kutztown,  Pa.; 
Prof.  O.  H.  Yetter,  Musical  Director,  Bloomsburg,  Pa. 

The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  given  by  The  Com- 
mandery  Quartette,  Miss  Maude  Willis,  Reader;  Dr.  Ruric  N.  Roark; 
The  Cleveland  Ladies'  Orchestra;  Rogers  and  Grilley,  Entertainers. 

All  the  teachers  attended  the  institute  except  three,  two  of 
whoni  were  unable  to  attend  on  account  of  ill  health.  The  institute 
was  well  attended  by  directors  and  the  general  public. 

The  instructors  and  lecturers  seemed  at  their  best;  no  one  at- 
tending could  help  but  be  inspired  with  new  zeal  and  higher  ideals; 
an  elderly  gentleman  expressed  it  thus:  ''The  whole  week  was  an 
educational  feast  for  all  who  had  the  pleasure  of  being  within 
the  fold." 

Four  local  institutes  were  held  in  different  localities  all  of  which 
w^ere  well  attended  except  one — -which  may  be  accounted  for  in  as 
much  as  a  severe  blizzard  w  as  raging  at  the  time.  Fully  500  people 
attended  these  meetings  not  counting  directors  nor  teachers.  Such 
occasions  cannot  help  but  create  wholesome  school  sentiment. 

The  fourth  annual  Directors'  Association  was  held  at  Strouds- 
burg, Pa.,  Wednesday,  January  16,  1907.  Although  the  w^eather 
was  somew^hat  inclement,  yet  fully  two-thirds  of  all  the  directors 
assembled,  and  many  topics  of  local  interest  v/ere  discussed  by  the 
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directors  and  others.  These  conventions  have  resulted  in  much 
good  in  our  county. 

Many  improvements  were  made  in  the  schools  throughout  the 
county  in  the  line  of  painting,  grading  school  properties,  enlarg- 
ing buildings,  procuring  thermometers  and  suitable  school  diction- 
aries. At  the  Delaware  Water  Gap,  a  room  was  fitted  up  with  very 
suitable  cases  in  which  were  placed  geographical  collections  pre- 
sented by  The  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum;  a  number  of 
volumes  were  added  to  the  libraries  throughout  the  county. 

Several  visits  to  the  East  Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School, 
Fairview  Academy,  Brodheadsville,  Pa.,  and  Polytechnic  Institute, 
Gilbert,  Pa.,  reveal  the  fact  that  every  year  these  institutions 
gradually  increase  in  influence,  and  are  being  liberally  patronized 
by  all  friends  of  education.  One  can  hardly  form  a  fair  opinion  of 
the  educational  sentiment  created  by  such  institutions.  May  they 
continue  to  thrive  and  thus  become  in  future  years  still  greater 
benefactors  to  mankind. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  extend  my  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  State 
Department  for  the  prompt  and  kind  assistance  offered;  to  the  press 
of  our  county  for  publishing  the  news  of  our  educational  meetings, 
and  many  other  favorable  comments;  to  the  directors  for  their  co- 
operation and  kind  words  of  encouragement;  and  to  the  teachers 
for  their  earnest  and  loyal  devotion  to  duty. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Landis. 


The  educational  interests  of  Montgomery  county  were  prosperous 
during  the  last  year.  The  General  progress  along  all  educational 
lines  was  due  to  the  fact  that  all  factors  in  the  cause  co-operated 
and  excellent  results  were  obtained.  The  general  public  seemed 
to  be  more  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  schools  than  ever 
before. 

The  school  directors  were  ever  ready  to  provide  suitable  ac- 
commodations for  the  children  committed  to  their  care.  This  was 
especially  true  in  Abington,  Upper  Dublin,  West  Pottsgrove  and 
Narberth,  where  large  new  buildings  have  been  erected  during  the 
past  year.  Abington  and  Upper  Dublin  have  each  completed  a  new 
two-story  stone  building  with  all  modern  appointments,  elegantly 
furnished.  Each  building  contains  eight  very  light  and  cheerful 
rooms  and  reflects  credit  upon  their  respective  districts.  The  Abing- 
ton building  is  located  in  the  beautiful  growing  suburban  village  of 
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CiUiisidc.  The  rpjtci'  Dublin  building-  is  near  the  eastern  border 
of  Ambler  borou^^li.  \\'est  PoLlsjurove  buildin*;'  has  four  large 
rooms,  also  well  lighted  and  heated  with  steam.  It  is  beautifully 
located  on  a  high  elevation  and  surrounded  with  a  spacious  play- 
ground. The  township  High  school  occupies  one  of  the  rooms  in 
this  building.  Narberth  borough  bas  completed  its  annex  to  us 
school  building,  and  now  has  ample  room  for  its  pupils  and  schools 
for  some  years  to  come.  The  annex  together  with  the  improvement 
to  the  old  part  of  the  building,  gives  Narberth  one  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial and  well  appointed  school  buildings  in  the  county.  It  is 
suitably  and  elegantly  furnished  throughout  and  well  adapted  for 
school  purposes.  The  attention  given  to  school  property  generally 
throughout  the  county  was  marked  by  a  thoughtful  interest  to  make 
ade(iuate  provisions  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  children. 

l*erhaps  the  gi'eatest  hindrance  to  rapid  progress  in  a  few  dis- 
tricts is  the  short  or  minimum  term.  The  directors  should  remem- 
ber that  in  considering  wages  the  teacher  looks  to  what  he  receives 
for  the  year,  rather  tlian  to  the  pay  for  the  month;  consequently, 
the  best  teachers  go  to  the  long  term  districts,  unless  local  condi- 
tions or  their  home  governs  them  in  their  clioice.  The  children  in 
the  short  term  districts  experience  a  disadvantage  by  losing  too 
much  time  of  school  training,  which  greatly  retard  their  advance- 
ment in  active  life  work.  We  still  have  eleven  short  term  districts 
of  the  minimum  time  of  seven  months,  too  many  for  Montgomery 
county. 

The  superintendent  has  made  743  visits  to  the  schools  during  the 
year.  Fourteen  regular  teachers'  examinations  were  held,  and  171 
provisional  and  14  professional  certificates  were  granted. 

Number  who  had  no  previous  experience,  4G. 
Number  who  held  jH-ovisional  certificates,  145. 
Number  who  held  professional  certificates  33. 
Number  who  held  permanent  certificates,  36. 
Number  who  graduated  at  Normal  School,  208. 
Number  who  graduated  at  College,  9. 

The  educational  meetings  of  the  year  were  largely  spirited  and 
suggestive.  The  county  institute  work  was  manifestly  broad  and 
instructive.  The  whole  teaching  corps  seemed  to  have  received  new 
vigor  and  enthusiasm,  and  was  embued  with  a  new  purpose  after  the 
institute. 

The  instructors  at  County  Institute  for  the  week  were:  Supt. 
James  M.  Coughlin,  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Ormer,  Dr.  Gertrude  Edmund, 
Dr.  M.  G.  Brumbaugh  and  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte. 

The  evening  entertainments  were:  lecture,  "Cannibals  Before  and 
After,"  by  Dr.  \Yilliam  Edgar  Geil.     Musical  Concerts:  The  Inter- 
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national  Grand  Concert  Company,  Whitney  Brothers'  Quartet, 
Piano  Recital,  by  Prof.  Forest  J.  Cressman. 

The  local  institute  meetings  were  of  a  high  order.  The  programs 
were  varied  yet  specific,  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  schools 
on  questions  of  purely  local  character.  The  local  institute  is  a 
very  popular  educational  factor  in  this  county.  Wherever  they 
were  held,  the  attendance  was  good  and  the  audiences  teemed  with 
a  spirit  of  intense  interest  that  seemed  to  quicken  the  whole  com- 
munity to  take  a  deeper  interest  in  popular  education.  Six  local 
institutes  were  held  during  the  year. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was  held 
in  the  Court  House,  Norristown,  Pa.,  on  Thursday,  November  1, 
1906.  It  was  a  largely  attended  meeting  with  136  directors  present. 
Superintendent  James  M.  Coughlin  addressed  the  meeting  in  a  very 
able  and  acceptable  manner.  The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing 
year  are  as  follows:  Pres.  S.  J.  Garner,  Hatboro;  Vice  Pres.  Dr.  J. 
H.  Seiple,  Centre  Square;  Sec.  Rev.  F.  W.  Lockwood,  Lafayette; 
Treas.  A.  R.  Place,  Esq.,  Lansdale,  Pa.  The  Semi-Annual  Meeting 
was  at  Ambler,  April  11,  1907.  This  meeting  was  very  spirited  and 
suggestive.  Franklin  S.  Edmonds,  Esq.,  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education  of  Phila.,  addressed  the  meeting  in  the  afternoon,  on  the 
"Needs  of  the  Schools."  His  talk  was  broad  and  practical  and  was 
well  received. 

Several  of  the  townships  have  been  considering  centralization  of 
their  schools.  It  is  pretty  certain  to  predict  that  this  plan  of  con- 
ducting the  schools  will  be  adopted  by  one  or  more  townships  in  the 
very  near  future.  In  a  number  of  townships  it  would  prove  advan- 
tageous to  the  districts,  both  educationally  and  financially. 


MONTOUR  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Derr. 


During  the  past  year  we  have  visited  the  schools  of  our  county 
three  times.  The  educational  sentiment  is  good.  The  teachers  are 
improving  every  opportunity  to  better  qualify  themselves  for  their 
work.  The  school  officers  and  the  majority  of  the  citizens  have 
confidence  in  our  public  school  system,  and  we  believe  all  are  try- 
ing to  make  it  reach  its  greatest  efficiency.  The  interest  along 
all  these  lines  is  giving  our  county  better  schools. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  the  High  School  building  at 
Danville  during  the  first  week  of  December. 

The  institute  was  the  best  we  have  had  for  years.     We  had  with 
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US  as  instructors  tlio  following-,  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.;  Dr.  Waller  of  Bloomsburg  Normal;  Supt.  Lose  of  Williams- 
port;  Prof.  D.  T.  Dielfenbaeher  and  our  friend,  Deputy  Supt.  Houck, 
was  with  us  and  he  always  pleases. 

The  directors  of  the  county  met  in  their  fourth  annual  convention 
at  Danville  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building. 

We  had  with  us  as  instructors,  Dr.  Schaeft'er  and  Mr.  D.  T, 
Fortney  of  Bellefonte.  A  greater  number  of  the  directors  were 
present  at  this  convention  than  at  any  previous  session,  and  thp 
benefits  of  the  convention  have  already  been  felt  in  our  schools. 

The  teachers  as  a  whole  have  done  excellent  work  during  the  year. 
They  have  been  energetic  in  maintaining  local  institutes  and  all 
organizations  that  aid  in  school  improvement.  However,  we  have 
some  who  are  careless  and  seem  to  have  reached  the  height  of  their 
ambition  in  teaching.  Many  of  these  formerly  were  successful  but 
they  have  ceased  to  be  students.  W^e  have  some  who  need  more 
general  information  and  skill  in  conducting  recitations. 

The  examinations  for  pupils  in  the  common  schools  were  held  on 
the  last  Saturday  of  March.  Forty-three  w^ere  applicants  for  the 
County  Diploma  and  forty  of  the  number  were  successful. 

Taking  all  things  into  consideration  the  educational  interests  in 
the  county  are  in  good  condition,  the  future  prospects  are  bright, 
and  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  our  educational  forces  a 
much  higher  ideal  can  be  reached. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers,  the  directors 
and  all  those  interested  in  public  school  work  for  their  interest,  help 
and  support,  also  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  assis- 
tance and  advice  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  work  of  this  office. 


NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY— Geo.  A.  Grim. 


During  the  term  of  1906,  several  of  our  schools  remained  closed, 
for  several  days  due  to  a  scarcity  of  teachers.  The  outlook  for 
1907  is  very  encouraging,  many  of  our  experienced  teachers  have 
returned  to  the  school-room. 

Our  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  well  attended,  and  close  atten- 
tion was  given  to  the  following  instructors,  who  stimulated  thought 
by  their  wase  suggestions  and  instructions.  Dean  Balliet,  Dr.  0.  T. 
Corson,  Dr.  J.  C.  Willis,  Supt.  Chas.  Lose,  Supt.  Fred.  Bobbins,  Supt. 
Frank  Koehler,  Prof.  Louis  Bevier,  Prof.  Yetter,  Musical  Director. 

The  Directors'  Association  was  the  best  attended,  in  its  history. 
The  program  was  well  presented  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Smith,  Rev.  W.  H. 
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Wotring,  Prin,  M.  A.  Richards,  Mr,  Frank  Huth,  Ptin.  A.  C. 
Rotherwel,  Prof.  Robert  McNeal.  The  discussions  were  very 
numerous  and  proved  that  a  live  convention  was  in  session.  The 
music  was  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  E.  Schneebeli,  who  did  credit 
to  himself  and  the  occasion. 

The  local  institutes  were  well  attended  b}^  all  the  live  teachers. 
The  programs  were  arranged  with  some  definite  end  in  view.  We 
had  less  oratory  and  gingerbread  than  formerly,  special  attention 
was  given  to  primary  subjects. 

We  feel  that  this  branch  of  education  has  been  neglected  too 
long. 

Many  of  our  townships  and  boroughs  have  organized  teachers' 
clubs  and  meet  frequently  and  discuss  educational  problems. 

The  principals  of  our  county  have  a  Principals'  Club  that  meets 
frequently  to  discuss  problems  of  special  interest  to  its  members. 
This  club  is  a  means  of  introducing  new  principals  to  their  co-labor- 
ers, and  puts  them  in  touch  with  the  county's  educational  standard. 

Many  of  our  schools  celebrated  Arbor  Day.  I  attended  the  exer- 
cises at  Freemansburg  where  a  suitable  program  was  rendered  and 
several  promising  trees  were  planted.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  report 
that  many  of  our  school  grounds  are  being  beautified. 

During  the  year  many  active  teachers  held  successful  entertain- 
ments, many  patrons  were  present  and  thus  came  in  closer  touch 
with  the  teacher  and  the  school  work. 

During  the  year  four  new  school  buildings  were  completed.  Pen 
Argyl's  is  one  of  the  best  school  buildings  in  this  section.  Martins 
Creek  is  the  proud  possessor  of  the  finest  three  room  building  in  our 
county. 

Many  of  our  pupils  have  been  inspired  to  complete  the  course  in 
the  public  school,  and  the  number  of  applicans  for  a  diploma  is 
rapidly  increasing. 

During  the  year  just  ended  dtalh  laid  claim  to  one,  who  gave  his 
best  years  to  the  cause  of  public  education,  ex-County  Superintend- 
ent Walker. 


NORTHUMP,ERLAND  COUNTY— Wallace  W.  Fetzer. 


The  school  year  just  closed,  we  believe,  has  been  one  of  marked 
progress  in  our  schools.     The  work  on  my  part  has  been  very  pleas- 
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ant.  I^st  year  the  teachers  seemed  disiuclined  to  express  them- 
selves coneerninjj:  their  schools,  while  this  year  I  noticed  a  marked 
change;  a  large  majority  were  anxious  to  have  suggestions  and  were 
desirous  to  do  their  best  to  provoke  educational  interest  and  senti- 
ment in  their  communities. 

We  held  eight  district  institutes,  representing  all  sections  of  our 
county.  We  were  very  much  gratified  with  the  result  in  general. 
The  teachers  who  were  in  attendance  were  very  enthusiastic  and 
ready  to  take  part  in  the  discussions,  manifesting  an  interest  in  their 
work  and  a  desire  for  professional  advancement.  A  few  of  the  old- 
timers  who  hold  permanent  certificates  and  consider  they  have  a 
life  lease  on  their  schools  do  not  show  themselves  much  interested 
in  educational  meetings  but  prove  they  are  adepts  in  framing 
excuses  for  their  absence.  Next  j'ear  w^e  anticipate  subdividing  our 
districts  that  we  may  be  able  to  reach  a  larger  number  of  the  patrons. 
We  took  with  us  to  these  meetings,  as  we  did  last  year,  instru'-tors 
who  gave  talks  replete  with  practical  suggestions. 

County  Institute  convened  at  Sunbury  during  the  w^eek  of  Decem- 
ber 17-21.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  Enoch  Perrine,  Dr.  W. 
Fowler  Bucks,  Prof.  John  G.  Scorer,  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin  and 
Supt.  S.  H.  Dean.  Supt.  W.  A.  Wilson  had  charge  of  the  music.  The 
evening  entertainers  were  the  "Dunbar  Bell  Ringers"  and  the  "Elma 
Smith  Company,"  and  the  evening  lecturers  were  Prof.  John  G. 
Scorer  and  Frank  Dixon.  The  remarks  of  the  teachers  were  very 
commendatory  of  the  instruction  given. 

The  directors  held  two  meetings,  the  first,  as  customary,  on 
Wednesday  of  institute  week.  During  the  forenoon  session  they 
were  addressed  by  Supt.  Coughlin  and  Prof.  Scorer.  In  the  after- 
noon they  met  in  the  auditorium  with  the  teachers.  The  second  and 
regular  annual  meeting  was  held  January  17.  The  morning  was 
cold  and  stormy  but  the  roll  call  showed  ninety  members  in  attend- 
ance. Many  had  come  long  distances  through  the  snow  to  reach 
the  trains.  It  was  the  liveliest  and  most  spirited  meeting  of  idrec- 
tors  I  have  ever  attended.  During  the  discussion  of  the  "Teachers' 
Retirement  Fund"  several  members  would  be  on  their  feet  at  the 
same  time  calling  to  the  Chair  for  recognition,  while  others  yielded 
their  time  to  outside  speakers  present.  Prof.  A.  B.  Wallize,  Hon. 
Frank  C.  Bowersox  and  Dr.  George  Leslie  Omwake  addressed  the 
association. 

Another  township  High  School  w-as  added  to  the  list.  Ralpho 
township  has,  for  many  years,  been  conducting  a  high  school  but 
this  is  the  first  year  in  accordance  with  the  recent  Act  of  Assembly. 
The  work  in  some  of  our  high  schools  has  been  excellent ;  in  others 
we  are  not  satisfied  with  results.  Some  of  the  courses  are  some- 
what indefinite  as  to  the  amount  of  work  to  be  accomplished.     We 
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are  striving  for  uniformity.  Directors  are  realizing  that  better 
salaries  and  longer  terms  are  necessary  to  hold  competent  talent 
in  their  principalsliips.  East  Chillisquaque  and  Herndon  increased 
the  term  to  nine  months. 

Spring  Arbor  Day  was  observed  by  many  of  the  schools  still  in 
session.  We  took  part  in  the  exercises  at  Treverton.  The  directors 
at  this  place,  who  never  lose  an  opportunity  to  improve  the  beauty 
and  enhance  the  value  of  their  school  property,  worked  in  the  storm 
and  snow  to  plant  thirty-six  new  trees  on  their  ground.  Special 
exercises  had  been  prepared  by  the  schools.  It  was  a  grand  and  in- 
spiring sight  to  see  that  little  regiment  of  five  hundred  children 
march  out  through  the  snow,  keeping  step  to  the  tap  of  the  drum 
and  circle  from  tree  to  tree  as  each  grade  named  and  dedicated  its 
tree.  Directors,  patrons  and  schools  then  assembled  in  the  opera 
house  where  addresses,  appropriate  to  the  occasion  were  made. 
Clarence  F.  Huth,  Esq.,  was  the  special  orator  of  the  day. 

On  account  of  the  storm  the  Everett  school  in  Upper  Augusta 
township  postponed  their  exercises  until  the  following  Monday, 
when  trees  were  planted  and  a  large  new  flag  was  unfurled.  A 
beautiful  flagstaff  was  erected  and  presented  by  the  director,  Mr. 
Hoover.  During  the  year  this  school  also  purchased  an  organ  and 
added  some  new  books  to  their  library. 

West  Chillisquaque  built  a  fine  four-roomed  brick  building  at 
Montandon  and  added  a  new  teacher  to  their  corps.  Mt.  Carmel 
township  placed  a  large  annex  to  their  building  at  Kulpmont.  The 
Mt.  Pleasant  building  in  Upper  Augusta  was  destroyed  by  fire  but 
the  directors  immediately  began  reconstructing  and  in  a  short  time 
school  was  again  in  session. 

Twenty  regular  examinations  were  held  besides  several  special 
examinations.  One  hundred  ninety-nine  applicants  were  examined, 
twenty-eight  of  whom  were  rejected.  Thirteen  professional  certifi- 
cates were  granted. 

Many  schools  have  established  libraries,  while  others  have  added 
new  books.    Reading  has  been  greatly  encouraged. 


PERRY  COUNTY— S.  S.  Willard. 


During  the  past  year  the  greatest  drawback  to  the  progress  and 
efficiency  of  our  schools  has  been  the  opposition  on  the  part  of  cer- 
tain parents  to  the  vaccination  law.  For  the  first  time  this  law  has 
been  in  force  in  all  the  schools  of  our  county,  and,  while  in  the 


No.  6.  PERRY  COUNTY.  95 

majority  of  them  the  attendance  has  not  been  appreciably  affected, 
nevertheless,  there  has  scarcely  been  a  country  district  in  which,  at 
one  or  more  schools,  the  attendance  has  not  been  greatly  reduced  on 
account  of  it. 

We  have  just  received  the  last  of  our  district  statistical  reports. 
and  are  now  able  to  measure  in  a  degree  the  extent  of  the  damage. 
We  have  the  following  exhibits: 

No.  of  children  of  school  age  returned  for  school  year 

ending  June  1,   1906,    5248 

No.  returned  for  school  year  ending  Juno  1,  1907, 5093 


Loss  in  children  returned,   155 


No.  of  pupils  enrolled  during  year  ending  June  1,  1906,. 5906 
No.  of  pupils  enrolled  during  year  ending  June  1,  1907,. 5334 


Loss  in  pupils  enrolled,    572 

Loss  in  children  returned,  155 

Net  loss  to  schools,  417 


The  statistics  further  show  that  in  ten  of  our  districts  there  were 
192  fewer  pupils  enrolled  than  there  were  children  of  school  age 
returned.  Hence,  we  are  compelled  to  draw  the  conclusion  that  at 
least  400  children  were  deprived  of  their  schooling  in  this  county 
during  the  past  year  on  account  of  not  being  vaccinated — enough 
to  fill  10  schools  with  40  pupils  each. 

These  are  deplorable  facts,  for  which  there  should  be  some  remedy. 
As  the  vaccination  law  remains  unchanged,  and  the  chief  burden  of 
enforcing  it  is  still  thrust  upon  the  teacher,  the  only  remedy  that 
we  can  see  is  in  the  rigid  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  law  against 
every  parent  who  willfully  and  obstinately  refuses  to  send  his  child- 
ren to  school  vaccinated. 

The  Supreme  Court  has  repeatedly  affirmed  the  constitutionality 
of  the  vaccination  law,  and  declared  that  it  must  be  enforced,  but 
they  have  also  said  that  it  must  be  enforced  in  a  reasonable  manner. 
This,  we  take  it,  means  that  in  those  rare  cases  in  which,  from  con- 
stitutional defects  or  other  causes,  it  might  prove  detrimental  to 
the  health  of  the  child  to  have  him  vaccinated,  such  child  should  be 
admitted  to  school  upon  a  physician's  certificate  to  that  effect.  In 
all  other  cases,  we  are  firmly  convinced  that  our  courts  will  event- 
ually decide  not  only  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  parent  to  send  his 
child  to  school,  but  that  he  is  bound  to  send  his  child  to  school  in 
the  manner  and  upon  the  conditions  prescribed  by  law. 
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Of  the  5334  pupils  attending  our  schools,  at  least  3500  were  vacci- 
nated at  the  beginning  of  the  past  school  jear,  and  of  this  number, 
after  diligent  inquiry,  I  have  failed  to  find  one  that  suffered  any  se- 
rious or  permanent  injury  through  vaccination. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  has  within  the  last  week  given 
public  utterance  to  the  following:  ''I  hope  that  there  will  be  legisla- 
tion increasing  the  power  of  the  National  Government  to  deal  with 
certain  matters  concerning  the  health  of  our  peojjle  everywhere," 
and  again,  ''The  spirit  of  the  Puritan  was  a  spirit  which  never  shrank 
from  regulation  of  conduct  if  such  regulation  was  necessary  for  the 
public  weal,  and  this  is  the  spirit  which  we  must  'show  today  when- 
ever it  is  necessary."  If  these  are  the  sentiments  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  reference  to  additional  lav/s  for  the  regulation 
of  the  public  health,  how  much  more  strongly  do  they  apply  to  the 
enforcement  of  existing  laws  on  the  subject. 

During  the  year,  our  school  districts  were  free  from  epidemics  of 
contagious  diseases  wath  the  exception  of  Toboyne  township,  where 
diphtheria  prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  term,  closing 
several  of  the  schools  for  weeks,  and  badly  affecting  the  attendance. 

Notwithstanding  these  discouragements,  our  schools  with  few 
exceptions  have  made  commendable  progress  during  the  year.  Our 
teachers  are  realizing  the  necessity  of  better  preparation  and  greater 
zeal  on  their  part;  our  directors  are  demanding  higher  qualifications 
and  exercising  greater  discrimination  in  the  selection  and  placing 
of  teachers,  and  are  realizing  the  necessity  of  increased  facilities 
for  proper  instruction. 

Quite  an  interest  in  academic  education  has  been  manifested 
this  spring  over  the  entire  western  section  of  our  county.  The 
New  Bloomfield  Academy  with  an  able  corps  of  six  instructors,  head- 
ed by  Prof.  L.  E.  Strohm,  has  had  125  students,  the  largest  attend- 
ance at  any  one  time  for  quite  a  number  of  years.  Summer  Normal 
Schools  with  large  attendance  have  also  been  conducted  at  Landis- 
burg,  Blain,  Loysville  and  Eschol.  We  have  also  had  our  usual 
quota  of  students  at  the  State  Normal  Schools. 

During  the  year  betterments  and  increased  equipment  have  been 
made  as  follows: 

Duncannon  and  Marysville  boroughs  each  purchased  a  fine  set  of 
philosophical  and  electrical  apparatus  at  a  cost  of  .f  (lOO.  Duncannon 
also  purchased  a  set  of  outline  maps  for  each  school  room.  New 
Bloomfield  has  introduced  steam  heat,  and  purchased  additional 
slate  black-boards  at  a  cost  of  over  |700.  Newport  and  Duncannon 
boroughs  have  each,  also,  during  the  year  contracted  for  ample 
building  sites  in  eligible  locations,  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  erect, 
in  the  near  future,  large  and  commodious  modern  school  buildings. 

The  usual  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the  year,  the 
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annual  coiintv  institute  (luiin<j;  ihv  first  week  in  December  with  an 
able  corps  of  instructors,  and  a  lar<;e  attendance  of  teachers  and 
citizens;  local  institutes  to  the  number  of  seven  in  the  various 
sections  of  the  county,  attended  by  and  participated  in  by  the 
teachers  and  citizens  of  the  scNcral  connnuiiities.  The  Directors' 
Convention  was  held  on  the  lirst  Saturday  of  February  with  110  of 
our  directors  present. 

We  regret  to  have  to  record  the  death,  this  spring-,  of  one  of  our 
ablest  and  most  intelligent  directors,  Mr.  Hugh  liell,  Secretary  of 
the  School  Board  of  Rye  township.  His  fellow  directors  honored 
his  memory  and  did  credit  to  themselves  and  their  district  by  select- 
ing as  his  successor,  both  as  member  and  secretary,  his  widow,  Mrs. 
Eflfie  L.  Bell,  formerly  a  teacher  of  tb«^  county,  and  a  most  capable 
and  energetic  woman.  Mrs.  Bell  has  the  honor  of  being  the  first 
lady  school  director  in  Perry  county. 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


In  submitting  this,  the  annual  report  of  school  conditions  in  the 
county,  we  feel  that  to  the  teachers  who  have  labored  faithfully 
and  earnestly,  and  to  the  directors  who  have  ever  stood  ready  to 
advance  the  educational  standard  in  their  respective  districts,  is 
due  in  a  large  measure  whatever  progress  has  been  made  during  the 
year. 

The  majority  of  our  teachers  have  been  enthusiastic  and  aggres- 
sive; they  have  held  socials  and  entertainments,  and  have  used  the 
proceeds  for  making  improvements  in  decorations,  for  purchasing 
bells,  flags  and  window  shades,  and  for  starting  school  libraries. 
Four  new  libraries  were  started  aggregating  170  volumes,  and  sub- 
stantial additions  were  made  to  existing  ones. 

As  may  always  be  expected  a  few  of  our  teachers  were  "misfits,' 
still  the  influence  of  these  is  not  so  pernicious  as  that  of  those  who 
have  reached  the  "dead  line"  and  hold  such  papers  that  they  cannot 
be  gotten  at  by  the  superintendent.  Of  course  these  should  not  be 
considered  by  the  directors  but,  when  teachers  are  scarce  and  these 
have  a  permanent  certificate  or  better  and  several  years  of  exper- 
ience to  their  credit,  they  have  their  weight  with  those  who  look  only 
on  the  surface  of  things.  However,  we  have  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing  that  these  have  been  narrowed  down  to  one  district  and 
that  the  time  is  not  very  far  distant  when  they  shall  be  eliminated 
altogether. 

7—5—1907 
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Of  the  seventy-two  schools  in  operation  the  past  year  fourteen 
enrolled  less  than  ten  pupils  each,  which  means  that  the  results  in 
at  least  fourteen  were  not  what  they  should  have  been  for  the 
reason  that,  where  the  classes  consists  of  but  one  pupil  each,  or 
two  at  the  most,  there  is  no  chance  for  competitive  work  and  enthu- 
siasm soon  dies  out  in  both  pupil  and  teacher. 

The  question  of  maintaining  schools  for  all  children  of  school  age 
is  becoming  a  serious  one  in  our  county  because  of  a  gradual  decrease 
in  the  population  with  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  number  of 
resident  taxables  and  pupils,  which  means  less  State  appropriation 
and  a  higher  rate  of  taxation  to  make  up  this  deficiency.  In  the 
face  of  this,  statistics  show  that  Pike  county  ranks  eleventh  in  aver- 
age rate  of  taxation  and  thirty-seventh  in  average  length  of  school 
term,  while  the  cost  per  pupil  is  the  highest  in  the  State,  $2.32  per 
month.  Statistics  will  also  show  that  the  larger  and  richer  counties, 
paying  a  smaller  tax  rate,  receive  a  larger  share  of  the  State  appro- 
priation, in  proportion  to  the  number  of  schools,  than  do  the  smaller 
counties,  that  pay  a  higher  tax  rate,  and  which  consequently  need 
State  aid  most.  Therefore,  we  claim  the  present  method  of  distrib- 
uting the  State  appropriation  is  unfair,  and  that  a  more  just  way 
would  be  to  distribute  one-half  on  the  basis  of  the  number  of  schools, 
and  one-half  on  the  basis  of  the  average  tax  rate. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Milford  during  the  week  begin- 
ning October  29.  The  instructors.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  E. 
L.  Kemp,  Dr.  J,  E.  Wallin  and  Professor  and  Mrs.  John  G.  Scorer, 
are  sufficeut  guaranty  of  the  merit  of  this  meeting. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  at  Milford,  November  2  and 
3.  State  Superintendent  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer  was  present  and 
delivered  two  valuable  addresses  and  an  evening  lecture.  Thirty- 
three  directors  were  in  attendance. 

The  usual  number  of  local  institutes  were  held  during  the  year. 
These  meetings  are  gradually  growing  in  favor  and  are  doing  much 
toward  moulding  progressive  educational  sentiment. 

Patrons'  Day  was  observed  in  the  schools  throughout  the  county 
on  November  28.  About  a  thousand  patrons  enjoyed  the  class 
drills  and  special  programs  and  the  home  and  the  school  were 
brought  into  closer  relationship. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  aid  re- 
ceived from  the  Department,  directors,  teachers,  the  public  press, 
and  others  in  advancing  the  educational  interests  of  the  county. 
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POTTER  COUNTY— Otis  A.  Kilbourn. 


Tho  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  faithful,  earnest  work  on 
the  part  of  most  of  our  teachers  and  a  corresponding  advance  in  the 
standard  of  our  schools.  Nearly  all  of  our  young  teachers  did  good 
work.  The  efforts  of  the  superintendent  have  been  directed  mainly 
toward  stimulating  and  encouraging  in  this  class  of  teachers  higher 
ideals  and  better  preparation  for  their  work.  No  certificate  was 
granted  to  an  applicant  who  had  not  made  some  definite,  special 
preparation  for  the  work  of  teaching,  and  systematic,  daily  prepara- 
tion has  been  required  of  all. 

Ten  iDublic  examinations  were  held  during  the  year  and  one  hund- 
red fifty-one  provisional  certificates  granted,  eleven  less  than  the 
previous  year.  One  hundred  thirty-seven  of  the  teachers  holding 
these  provisional  certificates  taught  in  the  county.  Many  of  these 
are  well  educated,  several  of  them  being  graduates  of  colleges  and 
seminaries  but  without  the  experience  required  for  professional 
certificates.  A  few  are  graduates  of  high  schools  and  a  large  num- 
ber have  had  one  or  two  years  at  a  State  Normal  School.  Thirty 
teachers  held  professional  certificates,  seventeen,  permanent  certifi- 
cates, and  fifty-five,  normal  diplomas. 

The  final  examinations  in  the  common  school  course  were  held 
on  April  27.  The  results  of  these  examinations  were  most  gratify- 
ing. Sixty-six  students  passed  all  of  the  subjects  and  received  the 
county  diploma.  This  is  the  largest  class  we  have  ever  had  and  the 
average  grade  of  work  done  was  much  higher  than  ever  before.  In 
most  sections  of  the  county  there  is  a  strong  sentiment  in  favor  of 
greater  thoroughness  in  these  fundamental  branches.  The  twelve 
high  schools  of  the  county  graduated  forty-one  students,  Couders- 
port  heading  the  list  with  a  class  of  nineteen. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  to  schools  during  the  year  was 
two  hundred  sixty-three,  all  the  schools  of  the  cdunty  being  visited 
once  except  three,  and  several  of  them  twice. 

The  annual  county  institute  was  held  in  Galeton,  October  22  to  26. 
The  instructors  were  State  Superintendent  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr. 
Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  of  Mansfield,  Pa. ;  Dr.  A.  B.  Bunn  Van  Ormer 
of  Norwood,  Pa.;  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of  West  Chester,  Pa.;  Di*.  E. 
H.  Ashcraft,  of  Coudersport,  Pa.,  and  Prof.  S.  W.  Mountz,  of 
Chicago.  For  the  evening  sessions  we  had  Will  Carleton,  Frank 
Dixon,  George  Kiernan,  The  Kellogg-Haines  Singing  Party  and  The 
Cleveland  Ladies  Orchestra.     The  attendance  of  teachers  was  fully 
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up  to  the  average  of  former  years  and  the  interest  manifested  by  the 
public  was  very  gratifying. 

The  County  School  Directors'  Association  held  its  annual  con- 
vention in  Galeton,  October  23  and  24.  Addresses  were  made  by 
Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaefler,  Dr.  A.  B.  Bunn  Van  Ormer  and  Dr.  S.  C. 
Schmucker.  Fiftj'-seven  directors  were  present.  The  County 
Teachers'  Association  held  a  meeting  in  Galeton  in  October  and  one 
in  Coudersport  in  February.  Eight  local  institutes  were  held 
during  the  year  in  different  sections  of  the  county.  Most  of  the 
teachers  of  the  county  attended  one  or  more  of  these  meetings. 

Dr.  Hamilton's  ''The  Recitation"  was  adopted  as  the  required  read- 
ing course  for  teachers  and  the  examinations  in  theory  of  teaching 
were  based  upon  it. 

Three  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year,  one  at 
Sunderlinville,  in  Hector  township,  one  at  West  Bingham,  in  Bing- 
ham township  and  one  at  Keating  Summit,  in  Keating  township. 
These  are  all  two-room  buildings.  The  one  at  Sunderlinville  is  a 
particularly  fine  building.  One  room  is  occupied  by  the  Hector 
Township  High  School,  established  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
The  townships  of  Genesee  and  Portage  have  also  established  high 
schools.  We  now  have  six  of  these  schools  in  the  county  and  all  are 
doing  good  work. 

The  opposition  to  the  enforcement  of  the  vaccination  law  has 
again  been  the  one  great  drawback  to  the  work  of  our  schools.  It 
is  estimated  that  nearly  three  hundred  children  were  out  of  school 
in  this  county  during  the  past  year  on  account  of  the  neglect  or 
refusal  of  their  parents  to  have  them  vaccinated.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted  that  some  way  has  not  been  found  to  deal  with  the  vacci- 
nation problem  without  thus  crii)pling  the  schools. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Livingston  Seltzer. 


We  believe  that  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year, 
although  our  schools,  in  many  respects,  are  not  what  they  should 
be;  yet  it  is  encouraging  to  know  that  they  are  improving.  There 
is  a  growth  of  general  interest  in  our  county  which  cannot  be  mis- 
taken for  anything  else  than  a  desire  to  secure  better  results  from 
the  public  schools.  The  Educational  Association,  of  which  the 
veteran  and  efficient  Superintendent  Ditchburn  of  Tamaqua  is  presi- 
dent, has  been  a  great  help  in  arousing  interest  in  practical  school- 
room work.     Its  monthly  meetings  last  year  sometimes  numbered 
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over  a  hundred  teachers.  The  local  institutes  held  at  Hegins, 
Donaldson  and  Pinedale  also  helped  to  awaken  school  sentiment. 
At  these,  instruction  was  given  by  the  writer  and  by  local  teachers. 
At  the  evening  sessions  very  instructive  and  inspiring  lectures  were 
delivered  by  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel,  Rev.  E.  H.  Romig  and  William 
Wilhelm,  Esq. 

The  annual  County  Institute,  which  was  held  in  Shenandoah, 
October  22-2C,  was  the  hrrgost  ever  held  in  our  county.  Our  instruc- 
tors were  Dr.  X.  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  A.  C.  Rother- 
mel, Dr.  A.  E.  Winship,  Dr.  C.  C.  Boyer,  Supt.  J.  M.  Coughlin,  Miss 
Louise  Connolly,  Prof.  J.  G.  Scorer,  and  Prof.  George  C.  Young, 
musical  director.  The  plan  of  having  the  institute  divided  into 
sections  worked  well.  This  is  almost  an  absolute  necessity  in  a 
county  like  ours,  numbering:  nearly  nine  hundred  teachers.  Another 
new  feature  connected  with  the  institute  was  the  employment  of  a 
stenographer  to  report  the  lectures.  We  had  printed  and  distrib- 
uted among  the  teachers  and  directors  1500  copies  of  these  reports. 

New  houses  were  built  in  Fraekville,  Norwegian  and  Cass.  Several 
townships  and  boroughs  are  greatly  in  need  of  additional  room  to 
accommodate  all  the  children.  The  grounds  belonging  to  many  of 
the  school  houses  are  entirely  too  small.  Too  little  attention  is 
given  to  the  spaciousness  and  beautifying  of  school  houses  and  their 
surroundings.  The  mind  and  the  heart  both  are  affected  and  greatly 
influenced  by  external  objects.  Yet,  how  few  are  the  grounds  that 
are  properly  ornamented  with  shade  trees,  shrubbery  and  flowers, 
which  are  so  essential  to  the  pupils'  comfort  and  advancement  in 
the  culture  of  their  moral  and  {esthetic  natures. 

The  greatest  hindrance  to  the  permanent  improvement  of  the 
schools  anywhere  is  the  constant  change  of  teachers.  The  average 
number  of  years  that  our  teachers  remain  in  the  profession, 
is  about  five.  This  means  that  about  twenty  per  cent,  of  our 
teachers  each  year  are  beginners.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  is 
confined  mostly  to  the  farming  districts.  Here  you  find,  as  a  rule, 
the  ungraded  schools.  The  best  teachers  for  these  schools  are  such 
as  were  reared  on  the  farm,  and  who  understand  the  conditions 
and  the  needs  of  the  country  schools.  The  most  noted  failures  that 
came  under  mj  observation  were  in  country  schools  taught  by  inex- 
perienced teachers,  who  had  graduated  from  town  high  schools,  and 
one  who  even  had  graduated  from  college.  Judging  from  reports 
already  received  from  secretaries,  I  am  convinced  that  we  will  have 
a  greater  number  of  experienced  teachers  in  the  rural  districts  next 
year.  This  is  due  to  the  new  minimum  salary  law.  That  this 
movement  was  born  and  cradled  in  our  county  of  Schuylkill  is  a 
source  of  justifiable  pride  with  us. 

In  concluding  my  report  I  indulge  the  sincerest  hope  that  we  may 
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be  enabled  to  direct  the  teaching  forces  of  our  county  in  such  a  way 
that  the  best  and  highest  may  be  realized  in  the  children  who  are 
under  our  instruction;  that  the  highest  ethical  standard  may  be 
sustained,  and  the  making  of  their  character  a  matter  of  first  consid- 
eration. Mental  equipment  without  moral  fitness  will  make  a  dan- 
gerous citizen.  A  system  of  education  that  ignores  the  fundamental 
question  of  character  is  seriously  defectivp. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— Geo.  W.  Walborn. 


At  the  time  of  my  election  to  the  head  of  the  schools  of  the  county 
I  determined  to  put  forth  my  best  efforts  to  the  end  that  before  my 
term  of  service  should  come  to  a  close,  I  might  be  able  to  report 
that  every  school  in  Snyder  county  was  doing  good  work.  To  secure 
this  end  I  have  constantly  tried  to  enlist  the  co-operation  of  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons,  but  we  have  not  yet  reached  our  ideal.  We 
are  rid  of  those  teachers  who  had  long  since  lost  all  professional 
zeal,  and  who  were  working  for  salary  only.  Every  year  brings 
new  recruits  among  which  are  some  who  have  little,  if  any,  profes- 
sional preparation. 

Reviewing  the  work  of  the  year  just  closed,  I  am  glad  to  report 
that  there  were  fewer  poor  schools  than  during  any  term  since  I 
am  in  office.  Ever  as  the  salary  of  teachers  is  increased  the  chances 
for  failure  ought  to  become  fewer.  Professional  preparation  and 
zeal  should  always  keep  pace  with  the  increase  of  wages,  and  this 
I  am  glad  to  report  has  been  so  during  the  past  few  years  in  our 
county. 

Directors  and  patrons  too  are  taking  more  interest  in  the  public 
schools  than  they  did  in  former  years. 

The  directors  of  West  Beaver  township  have  erected  a  substantial 
two-story  frame  building,  in  which  there  are  four  commodious 
school  rooms.  The  building  is  supplied  with  water,  and  is  heated 
with  hot  air. 

Our  County  Institute  was  held  in  Middleburg  during  the  week  of 
November  19,  all  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  present.  A  strong 
corps  of  instructors  and  entertainers  were  employed  and  the  insti- 
tute was  a  success  in  every  particular  except  financially. 

It  is  a  pity  that  we  do  not  have  a  larger  hall  in  which  to  hold  our 
institutes,  so  that  we  might  accommodate  a  greater  number  of 
people  and  avoid  some  of  the  drain  on  the  purse  of  the  County  Super- 
intendeut, 


No.  5.  SOMERSET  COUNTY,  103 

The  Directors  of  the  county  met  in  convention  in  the  Opera  House 
in  Selins  Grove,  January  15  and  16.  Sixty-five  directors  were  present 
and  genuine  interest  was  manifested  during  each  one  of  the  sessions. 
During  this  convention  we  were  ably  assisted  by  the  following:  Dr. 
Jonathan  Dimm,  Ex-President  of  Susquehanna  University,  Dr.  J.  I. 
Woodruff,  Prof.  Fisher,  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin,  of  Wilkes-Barre. 

Joint  Teachers'  Institutes  were  held  during  the  term  at  Richfield, 
Beaver  Springs,  Freeburg,  Freemont,  Selins  Grove,  Port  Trevorton 
and  Middleburg.  These  institutes  are  usually  well  attended  and  are 
productive  of  much  good. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction, 
the  press  of  the  county  and  the  people  in  general  for  the  numerous 
courtesies  extended  me  during  the  year. 


SOMERSET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 


In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  past  year  we  are  pleased  to  report 
substantial  progress.  We  believe,  except  in  a  few  localities,  that 
the  advancement  of  the  educational  interests,  so  far  as  the  common 
schools  are  concerned,  has  met  the  demand  of  public  expectation. 

It  is  difficult  to  make  an  estimate  of  just  what  improvement  has 
been  made  in  an  educational  way  in  even  a  single  county.  But  when 
we  realize  that  the  term  was  lengthened,  new  and  better  buildings 
were  erected,  the  total  enrollment  and  the  average  daily  attendance 
were  increased,  the  salaries  of  teachers  were  raised  and  more  educa- 
tional meetings  were  held  with  a  better  attendance  and  a  greater 
interest  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  public,  as  well  as,  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers  we  are  convinced  that  commendable  progress  has 
been  made  along  almost  all  lines  of  school  work. 

On  our  mining  districts  where  we  have  had  most  hindrances  in 
the  path  of  progress,  by  way  of  enforcing  the  compulsory  attendance 
law,  observation  shows  that  the  parents,  as  a  rule,  are  becoming 
more  enthusiastic  in  the  support  of  public  schools  and  popular 
education.  As  a  result  we  have  had  fewer  evasions  of  the  law  and 
less  truancy.  In  some  districts  children  had  been  withdrawn  from 
the  public  schools  and  placed  in  sectarian  schools.  It  is  gratifying 
to  note  that  a  great  many  of  these  have  returned.  The  regular 
attendance  and  close  application  to  work  of  those  pupils  who  return- 
ed is  evidence  in  support  of  the  fact  that  the  public  schools  stand 
out  prominently  as  the  strongest  factor  in  the  training  of  intelligent 
citizenship.    The  officials  of  some  of  the  coal  companies  deserve 
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commendation  for  their  kind  assistance  in  collecting  the  school  funds 
which,  without  their  aid,  would  be  exceedingly  diificult  and  would 
result  in  injury  to  the  cause  of  education. 

The  standard  of  requirement  for  provisional  and  professional 
certificates  was  raised  and  as  a  result  many  of  the  applicants  came 
better  prepared  in  general  and  professional  reading,  as  well  as,  in 
the  immediate  subjects  taught  in  the  common  schools.  Eighteen 
examinations  for  teachers  were  held  at  different  places  in  the  county. 
Five  hundred  and  forty  applicants  were  examined.  Of  this  number 
three  hundred  and  sixty-five  received  provisional  certificates,  eight 
professional  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  were  rejected.  Among 
those  rejected  were  a  number  who  had  taught  previously  but  no 
advancement  was  noticeable  and  they  failed  to  meet  the  new  stand- 
ard. In  the  annual  examinations  we  tried  to  grant  certificates  with 
a  view  to  placing  the  best  and  most  experienced  applicants  in  the 
schools. 

The  examinations  for  pupils  in  the  common  schools  were  held 
April  first,  at  twenty-four  different  points  in  the  county,  by  commit- 
tees consisting  of  two  directors  and  three  teachers.  Uniform  ques- 
tions to  be  submitted  were  sent  to  the  committees  by  the  county 
superintendent.  After  the  examinations  the  manuscripts  were 
returned  to  the  superintendent.  One  hundred  and  fifty  applicants 
presented  themselves  for  examination.  Seventy  of  these  made  the 
required  percentage  entitling  them  to  diplomas. 

Nine  new  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  They  are  neat 
frame  structures.  A  number  of  old  houses  were  repaired  and 
painted.  While  some  of  the  boards  procure  proper  plans  for  the 
erection  of  buildings,  a  limited  observation  will  convince  anyone  that 
in  many  sections  of  the  county  very  little  attention  is  paid  to  this 
most  important  subject  and  houses  are  built  with  heating  and  venti- 
lating as  points  of  minor  consideration.  Many  otherwise  handsome 
and  commodious  buildings  are  so  constructed  that  the  vitiated 
atmosphere  of  the  school  room  is  continually  present.  This  is  one 
of  the  greatest  hindrances  to  work,  as  well  as,  a  constant  source 
of  disease.  Too  frequently  the  health  of  pupils  is  injured  by  being 
housed  in  buildings  of  such  faulty  construction  as  to  provide  poor 
light,  no  system  of  ventilation,  and  unsuitable  furniture  for  school 
use.  A  number  of  school  houses  in  the  rural  districts  are  too 
small  to  accommodate  the  children  and  many  school  grounds  are 
not  fenced. 

In  some  townships  meetings  were  held  in  different  parts  of  the 
districts  for  the  purpose  of  creating  township  high  school  sentiment. 
These  gatherings  succeeded  in  arousing  a  spirit  of  enthusiasm  that 
has  caused  a  greater  interest  in  popular  education,  not  only  in  the 
districts  where  held  but  also  in  the  neighboring  ones.     The  recent 
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Ic^iislalioii  wliicli  (mmiiik-Is  t()\vnslii{i.s  without  a  liij^h  school  to  jmy 
the  tiiiiioii  of  their  own  pupils  who  attend  hiji;h  schools  in  adjoining 
districts  is  of  j-reat  aid  in  the  establishment  of  township  hij^li 
schools. 

The  county  institute,  tiie  foremost  educational  event  of  the  year, 
was  largely  attended  and  was  productive  of  good  results.  The 
instructors  were  Hon.  0.  T.  Corson,  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Dr.  Charles 
p]dwin  Lee,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Albert  and  Prof.  Hamlin  p].  Cogswell. 
The  evening  lectures  and  concerts  were  delivered  by  Dr.  Russell  H. 
Conwell,  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Green,  Capt.  Jack  Crawford  and  The  Elma 
B.  Smith  Conct^rt  Company. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Session  of  the  Directors'  County  Associa- 
tion met  in  the  temporary  court  house  at  Somerset,  Pa.  The  sessions 
were  very  interesting  and  much  helpful  instruction  was  given  by  Dr. 
George  W.  Gerwig,  Secretary  of  the  Allegheny  School  Board.  In 
almost  every  district  represented  evidences  can  be  seen  of  improve- 
ments that  had  their  origin  in  the  association  meetings. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  many  of  tlie  districts.  These  meet- 
ings in  almost  all  of  the  districts  were  well  attended  by  teachers, 
directors  and  citizens.  They  proved  to  be  a  helpful  factor  in  the 
educational  work  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  the 
Department  of  Public-  Instruction  in  giving  advice,  of  the  county 
press  in  j)ublishing  matter  of  an  educational  nature,  of  the  directors, 
teachers  and  people  in  extending  their  support  and  hospitality  when- 
ever the  opportunity  offered. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— J.  E.  Reese  Killgore. 


We  are  pleased  to  report  a  year  of  successful  work  in  the  schools 
of  Sullivan  county.  Improvement  has  been  made  along  all  lines  in 
spite  of  most  adverse  financial  conditions.  Eight  of  the  thirteen 
school  districts  levied  the  maximum  tax  rate,  tw^o  of  these  did  not 
then  receive  enough  money  to  continue  their  schools  seven  months, 
while  the  districts  of  the  county  are  laboring  under  a  burden  of 
indebtedness  exceeding  |20,000.  This  is  in  part  due  to  an  unequal 
assessment  of  properties  for  taxation  purposes.  We  are  glad  to 
report,  however,  that  a  progressive  board  of  County  Commissioners 
is  laboring  to  remedy  this  evil.  The  owncn's  of  our  most  valuable 
resources  are  inclined  to  fight  this  readjustment  of  values  but  we 
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can  not  believe  that  they  will  prevent  a  just  and  equitable  assess- 
ment. With  the  increased  State  appropriation  and  a  fair  assess- 
ment of  taxable  properties  the  problem  presented  by  inadequate 
funds  will  be  eliminated  and  our  county  must  rank  among  the  fore- 
most of  the  State  in  efficiency  of  its  schools. 

The  course  of  study  adopted  two  years  ago  is  yielding  most  grati- 
fying returns.  The  work  having  been  systematized  the  question  of 
close  supervision  is  made  less  difficult;  pupils  are  encouraged  to 
complete  the  course  and  are  ultimately  found  in  the  high  school; 
as  a  record  is  kept  of  the  advancement  and  classification  of  every 
pupil  in  the  county  the  frequent  change  of  teachers  does  not  result 
as  disasterously  as  formerly;  the  definite  nature  of  the  work  as 
outlined  enables  the  new  teacher  to  continue  the  work  without 
repetition  or  delay;  as  parents  note  the  steady  advancement  of  their 
children  through  the  grades  they  become  more  and  more  inclined  to 
co-operate  with  teachers.  It  means  a  great  deal  of  hard  work  but 
the  results  more  than  compensate  for  the  effort  expended. 

The  usual  number  of  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the 
year.  Attendance  and  interest  were  well  maintained.  Some  of 
our  teachers  do  not  appreciate  the  amount  of  help  to  be  derived 
from  these  teachers'  "experience"  meetings.  Some  of  our  boards 
are  requiring  their  teachers  to  attend  these  meetings. 

Seventy-six  common  school  diplomas  were  granted  to  students 
who  completed  the  course  of  study  and  are  now  ready  to  enter  the 
high  school.  Five  township  high  schools  have  been  established, 
and,  since  State  aid  has  been  extended  to  boroughs,  we  will  next 
year  have  ten  high  schools  entitled  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  high 
school  appropriation.  With  strong,  energetic  men  in  charge  of  high 
schools  in  every  section  of  the  county,  educational  interests  must 
advance.  Eural  deficiencies  have  been  neglected  too  long.  Resi- 
dence should  never  determine  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  such 
an  institution  as  the  public  schools.  Recent  legislation  has  done 
much  to  equalize  opportunities  so  far  as  schools  are  concerned  and 
we  desire  to  congratulate  the  State  Department  as  well  as  the  State 
Legislature  upon  the  strength  of  its  efforts  along  educational  lines. 

The  Annual  County  Institute  was  held  in  Dushore  during  the 
week  beginning  December  31,  1906.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  C.  C. 
Ellis,  Hon.  Henry  R.  Pattengill,  Supt.  W.  W.  Evans,  and  Prof.  J. 
W.  Yoder.  Drs.  Ellis  and  Pattengill  each  delivered  an  evening 
lecture  while  "The  Imperials"  and  "The  Smith-Alkire  Company"  fur- 
nished the  evening  entertainments.  One  pleasing  feature  was  the 
enrolling  and  attendance  of  a  number  of  prospective  teachers.  The 
only  absences  among  those  actively  engaged  in  teaching  were  occas- 
ioned by  sickness.  All  united  in  the  opinion  that  the  institute  was 
the  best  we  have  ever  held. 
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The  directors  held  the  annual  meeting?  of  their  association  at 
Laporte,  Wednesday,  April  24.  Forty-six  of  the  seveny-eight  direc- 
tors responded  to  roll  call  despite  unfavorable  weather  conditions. 
The  followinf?  organization  was  affected:  President,  Ex-Supt.  F.  W. 
Meylert;  Vice  Presidents,  Tlons.  R.  C.  R.  Kschinka  and  J.  A.  Myers; 
Secretary,  W.  P.  Shoemaker,  Esq.;  Treasurer,  A.  II.  Buschhausen; 
Delegate  to  the  State  Association,  Hons.  M.  E.  Herrmann  and  J.  A. 
Myers,  Harry  Minnier,  G.  T.  Deegan,  and  Michael  Flynn. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  Profs.  Black  and  Gallagher,  Rev. 
Dumvill,  E.  J.  Mullen,  Esq.,  and  Isaac  Fleming,  President  of  the 
Lycoming  County  Directors'  Association.  Messrs.  Kschinka,  Hoffa 
and  Magargle,  delegates  to  the  State  Association,  delivered  interest- 
ing reports.  Everybody  entered  into  the  discussions.  This  was 
distinctively  and  entirely  a  Directors'  meeting,  in  which  the  directors 
themselves  discussed  matters  pertaining  to  the  schools — such  a 
meeting  in  fact  as  must  result  in  good. 

In  short,  the  year  has  been  a  successful  one.  We  know  that  good 
work  was  done  in  nearly  every  school  in  Sullivan  county.  With  a 
bright  outlook  for  another  even  more  successful  year  in  prospect,  we 
must  enter  upon  our  work  encouraged.  With  an  abundant  faith  in 
the  possibilities  of  the  public  schools  we  return  to  our  work  feeling 
honored  indeed  to  be  numbered  among  the  most  humble  of  the 
workers  in  a  glorious  cause. 

We  desire,  in  conclusion,  to  again  thank  the  State  Department 
for  many  courtesies  and  frequent  advice;  the  press,  for  its  generous 
support;  the  teachers,  for  their  faithful  work;  the  directors,  for 
co-operation  and  assistance  in  every  moment  of  need;  the  people, 
for  their  patience  and  support. 


SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Geo.   A.   Stearns. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  favorable  conditions 
so  far  as  weather  and  epidemics  have  a  bearing  upon  school  work. 

While  the  results  in  the  aggregate  may  not  show  exceptional 
growth,  in  a  few  localities  there  has  been  a  decided  awakening 
along  educational  lines. 

Auburn  and  Rush  districts  each  erected  a  fine  four  room  building, 
and  established  high  schools  of  the  second  and  third  grades  respect- 
ively. Both  schools  were  well  patronized,  and  met  with  very  grati- 
fying reeults. 
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Middletown  district  erected  a  neat  and  couveuient  two  room  build- 
ing, and  consolidated  therein  four  small  schools. 

Brooklyn  toAvnship  enlarged  her  high  school  building,  and  install- 
ed an  excellent  heating  and  ventilating  system. 

On  October  lo,  Hallstead  borough  was  very  unfortunate  in  the 
loss  by  fire  of  her  handsome  new  brick  building  with  the  wooden 
annex,  thus  losing  six  rooms  and  all  books  and  furniture.  The  insur- 
ance was  sufficient  to  pay  only  the  indebtedness  and  to  purchase 
new  furniture  and  supplies. 

A  special  election  resulted  in  bonding  the  town  for  the  purpose 
of  erecting  a  new  brick  building  with  eight  rooms,  at  an  expense  of 
112,000.     This  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  about  Sept.  1. 

This  year  seven  districts  closed  their  schools  at  the  end  of  six 
months  because  of  the  limit  of  taxation.  The  valuation  of  the  entire 
county  has  been  raised  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  which  will, 
undoubtedly,  give  sutticient  funds  to  continue  all  schools  the  requir- 
ed time  hereafter. 

Six  less  small  schools  were  opened  this  year,  and  indications  are 
that  more  will  be  closed  the  coming  season. 

This  places  quite  a  hardship  upon  those  who  are  not  within  a  reas- 
onable distance  of  another  school.  The  abandoned  school  house,  the 
dilapidated  and  vacant  farm  buildings  that  one  sees  in  some  com- 
munities, all  point  to  the  industrial  and  social  change  that  is  affect- 
ing even  our  agricultural  districts.  Realistic  pictures  of  "Deserted 
Village"  present  themselves  to  a  superintendent  as  he  makes  liis 
rounds  of  the  country,  and  he  finds  himself  confronted  with  the 
greatest  of  his  school  problems,  "What  shall  be  done  with  these  few 
children  that  they  may  receive  the  liberal  education  to  which  they 
are  entitled?" 

Consolidation  seems  to  be  the  only  alternative,  but  most  communi- 
ties are  slow  to  see  that  the  advantages  usually  outweigh  the  incon- 
veniencies  that  such  a  plan  necessitates.  One  is  usually  confronted 
with  the  statement  that  small  children  can  not  ride  the  distance  that 
consolidation  requires.  To  test  this  statement,  I  made  comparisons 
of  the  attendance  percentages  in  our  few  consolidated  districts 
with  the  following  results: 

Before  consolidation.       After  consolidation. 
Herrick,  (6  schools).  79  per  cent.         82  per  cent. 

Brooklyn,  (5  schools).  89^  per  cent.         96  per  cent. 

Auburn,  (.5  schools).  81  per  cent.  94  per  cent. 

In  gome  of  these  districts,  children  ride  four  and  one  half  miles. 
In  these  districts,  too,  it  is  evident  that  many  pupils  remain  in 
school  two  or  three  years  longer  than  they  otherwise  would. 
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Oui*  township  high  schools — now  six  in  nunibei— are  doing  fairly 
good  work,  bnt  I  bclievo  they  need  more  direct  supervision  from  the 
State  than  they  now  receive.  Courses  of  study  and  standards  of 
ethcieucy  vary  and  change  according  to  th(^  ideas  of  principals,  who 
are  changing  jiositions  loo  freciuently  for  Ihe  good  of  the  schools.  I 
believe  the  condilious  demand  some  uniformity  of  requirements 
from  the  State,  and  (liat  teachers  should  adjust  themselves  to  these 
requirements  rather  than  have  the  school  continually  adjusting  itself 
to  the  innovations  which  new  and  often  inexperienced  teachers 
are  quite  apt  to  introduce. 

The  borough  high  schools  at  Susquehanna  and  at  Montrose  did 
exceptionally  good  work  last  year,  as  did  also  most  of  the  graded 
schools. 

The  rural  schools  have  met  with  about  the  usual  success,  though 
a  few  were  quite  serious  failures  through  lack  of  discipline,  and 
some  teachers  showed  a  lack  of  real  teaching  ability.  One-sixth  of 
our  teachers  were  without  previous  experience,  and  only  one-fourth 
of  the  rural  schools  were  in  charge  of  the  same  teacher  as  last  year. 
These  teachers  and  schools  need  much  closer  supervision  than  it  is. 
possible  for  a  superintendent  to  give  them  when  they  are  scattered 
over  such  large  areas.  A  single  visit  will  aid  him  materially  in 
estimating  the  efficienc}'  of  a  teacher;  but  the  practicability  of  offer- 
ing suggestions  covering  several  weeks  in  advance,  is  usually  a 
questionable  matter.  The  law  requiring  monthly  visits  by  the 
directors  evidently  intends  making  them  the  principal  supervising 
board;  but  in  most  cases,  the  members  of  school  boards  are  men  of 
business  ability  rather  than  of  professional  skill,  and  are  not  quali- 
fied to  give  the  necessary  suggestions  along  really  professional  lines. 

Our  rural  schools,  like  our  high  schools,  need  closer  supervision 
and  a  more  definite  standard  of  work.  The  high  school  tuition  act 
has  had  a  tendency  to  make  the  requirements  for  finishing  the  rural 
course  much  more  definite,  as  parents  are  demanding  that  the  rural 
schools  prepare  for  high  school  entrance.  This  law  is  also  having 
a  unifying  etlect  upon  the  high  schools,  at  least  so  far  as  entrance 
requirements  are  concerned.  Last  March  the  graded  and  high  school 
principals  met  with  rae,  and  a  uniform  examitiation  list  was  pre- 
pared. This  examination  was  given  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
on  the  same  day  and  under  the  supervision  of  a  principal.  Fifty- 
two  attended  these  examinations  on  the  recommendation  of  their 
teachers,  but  only  half  this  number  were  recommended  for  high 
school  work.  This  plan  was  a  slight  change  from  that  of  previous 
years,  and  better  results  are  anticipated  in  the  future,  especially 
along  the  line  of  English  grammar. 

All  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  except  one,  which  was 
temporarily  closed  when  I  was  in  its  vicinity. 
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Nine  teachers'  meetings  were  lield  in  various  parts  of  the  county 
after  my  visitations  in  these  localities,  and  the  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion held  its  regular  fall  and  winter  sessions.  The  latter  one,  at 
Great  Bend,  was  pronounced  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county. 

A  profitable  school  of  review  was  conducted  at  Montrose  under 
the  management  of  Professors  E.  W.  Sipple  and  M.  W.  Denuison, 
and  Miss  Clara  Winans.  Supt.  Hamilton's  book,  ''The  Eecitation," 
was  used  throughout  the  county  for  professional  reading. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  at  Montrose  the  week  of  Oct.  15, 
and  was  well  attended  by  teachers  and  by  the  citizens  of  the  town. 
Efficient  instruction  was  given  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden, 
Prof.  A,  A.  Killian,  of  this  county,  and  Miss  Maud  Willis. 

The  Directors'  Convention  met  on  Friday  of  institute  week.  The 
day  was  very  stormy,  but  ninety-nine  members  were  present  and  an 
interesting  program  was  carried  out. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  am  mindful  of  the  many  courtesies  shown 
me  and  the  valuable  assistance  given  by  the  public  and  press,  and 
by  all  interested  in  school  work  from  the  Department  at  Harrisburg 
to  the  children  in  the  schools. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— W.  R.  Lonsstreet. 


The  work  of  the  year  just  closed  has  been  Avith  few  exceptions 
most  gratifying.  Our  teachers  have  worked  Avith  their  usual  zeal 
in  their  school  rooms,  their  professional  spirit  has  never  been 
stronger,  and  school  officers  have  been  faithful  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties.  Eighteen  educational  meetings  have  been  held,  and 
with  one  exception  well  attended. 

The  thirty-ninth  annual  session  of  the  Tioga  County  Teachers' 
Institute  was  held  at  Wellsboro,  October  29  to  November  2,  The 
instructors  were  Drs.  Ira  Howerth,  of  Chicago  University,  Jonathan 
Rigdon,  Worcester,  Mass.,  Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  Williamsport,  Pa., 
Prof.  S.  Mountz,  Chicago,  Miss  Lena  M.  Dickinson,  Mansfield  State 
Normal  School,  and  Louise  Van  Valkenburg,  Wellsboro,  Pa. 

The  evening  lectures  and  entertainments  were  as  follows:  Monday, 
Panama  in  Picture  and  in  Prose,  Dr.  Edward  Burton  McDowell; 
Tuesday,  S.  W.  Gillan,  Humorist;  Wednesday,  Kellogg-Haines  Sing- 
ing Party;  Thursday,  The  Angel's  Lily,  Dr.  Russell  H.  Conwell.  The 
opinion  seemed  unanimous  that  we  never  had  a  better  institute. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  in  the  Court  House  House  Wednes- 
day P.  M.  and  Thursday  of  Institute  week,  and  had  a  fair  attendance 
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oi  Uiiectors.  Not  so  large  as  it  should  have  been,  however,  espec- 
ially since  the  Ix^gislature  has  made  such  ample  provision  for  their 
exp(_'nscs  while  in  aUeudance.  Were  such  a  thing  possible,  we 
would  say  that  the  interest  of  those  present  more  than  made  up  for 
the  lack  in  attendance.  Addresses  were  made  by  Hon.  Emerson 
Collins,  Willianisport,  Major  George  VV.  Merrick,  Judge  David  Com- 
eron,  H.  F.  March,  Esq.,  Wellsboro,  M.  M.  Smith,  Gaines,  Rev. 
John  O'Toole,  Wellsboro,  and  Mrs.  M.  N.  Edwards,  Westfield.  The 
ollicers  of  this  association  are  Hon.  Charles  Tubbs,  President,  and 
B.  E.  Edwards,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

Two  County  Teachers'  Associations  and  fourteen  local  institutes 
were  held,  and  the  County  Superintendent  was  able  to  attend  all 
of  these  meetings  but  two  of  the  local  institutes.  The  work  at  these 
meetings  was  largely  done  by  the  teachers  of  the  county  and  the 
respective  districts  and,  with  one  exception,  it  was  very  satisfac- 
tory. Many  new  libraries  have  been  put  in  our  rural  schools,  and 
many  material  additions  have  been  made  to  those  already  establish- 
ed. I  would  be  glad  to  mention  every  teacher  who  has  been  active 
in  this  work  during  the  past  year,  but  time  permits  me  to  mention 
the  name  of  only  one  whose  efforts  I  believe  deserve  special  men- 
tion, Mr.  Edward  Kinsley,  teacher  of  the  Segur  school.  Ward  town- 
ship, has,  during  the  past  two  years  raised  nearly  |50,  which  was 
expended  for  a  library  and  an  organ.  Considering  so  small  a  com- 
munity, it  was  an  unusual  effort. 

At  tli^^  close  of  the  year  I  gave  five  hundred  Certificates  of  Award 
for  perfect  attendance — a  fact  which  speaks  for  itself.  Certificates 
were  also  given  for  three  four,  and  five  years  perfect  attendance, 
all  of  which  is  the  very  best  evidence  of  the  interest  the  boys  and 
girls  of  Tioga  county  take  in  their  school  work. 

The  work  of  many  rural  schools  has  been  seriously  handicapped 
bj'  the  enforcement  of  the  Vaccination  Law.  The  attendance  in 
several  districts  was  so  reduced  that  the  schools  were  almost  closed. 
I  have  reason  to  regret  exceedingly  that  our  rural  districts  can  not 
be  relieved  from  the  stringent  requirements  of  the  present  Vaccina- 
tion Law.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  far  less  need  for  such  a  law 
in  these  districts  than  in  the  thickly  settled  communities,  boroughs, 
cities,  etc. 

The  Arnot  High  S<'hool,  Bloss  township,  will  advance  to  a  High 
School  of  the  second  class  the  coming  year.  Morris  township  will 
establish  a  High  School  of  the  third  class.  Other  townships  will 
follow  soon.  I  am  confident  that  I  shall  be  able  to  name  in  my  next 
annual  report  at  least  3  or  4  other  townships  as  having  established 
High  Schools.  And,  considering  the  growing  sentiment  among  our 
people — a  sentiment  that  I  have  in  every  way  encouraged — I  am 
equally  confident  that  the  time  is  coming,  and  is  not  far  hence,  when 
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nearly  every  district  Avill  liave  its  Higli  Seliool.  The  High  School 
has  been  appropriately  termed  the  "People's  College."  Let  us  have 
many  of  them — they  cannot  come  too  soon  for  the  good  of  our  boys 
and  girls.  They  mean  more  than  increased  approi>riation  for  our 
several  districts;  they  mean  a  more  liberal  education  for  the  man}', 
and  a  higher  educational  standard  for  the  county. 

During  the  year,  I  have  examined  315  applicants  for  certificates, 
made  352  visits  to  schools,  attended  18  educational  meetings,  includ- 
ing the  Teachers'  Annual  Institute,  and  the  County  Superintendents' 
Annual  Convention,  Hairisburg,  Pa.,  attending  the  closing  exercises 
of  seVeral  High  Schools,  served  as  a  member  of  State  Board  of 
Examiners  at  a  State  Normal  School,  attended  to  a  large  and  increas- 
ing official  correspondence,  and  performed  many  duties  that  might 
be  expected  from  a  County  Superintendent  in  so  large  a  county. 

I  cannot  close  without  acknowledging  the  loyalty  of  the  teachers, 
the  faithfulness  and  support  of  the  directors,  and  the  helpfulness 
and  kindness  of  many  patrons  and  citizens. 


UNION  COUNTY— D.  P.  Stapleton. 


It  is  gratifying  to  record  a  year  of  progress  in  the  schools  of  Union 
county.  Great  interest  has  been  shown  by  teachers,  directors  and 
patrons  in  advancing  the  cause  of  education  and  in  giving  the  best 
advantages  to  the  boys  and  girls.  In  some  districts  a  great  deal  of 
attention  has  been  given  to  beautifying  of  the  school  house  and 
school  grounds.  Such  districts  show  great  interest  in  the  masses 
of  children,  show  refinement  in  a  community,  a  desire  to  retain 
their  children  for  home  education,  and  a  desirable  community  in 
which  to  live. 

Every  district  in  the  county  is  organized  and  holds  regular  teach- 
ers' meetings  for  professional  studv.  Where  these  organizations 
have  proper  leadership  incalculable  benefit  accrues  to  the  schools, 
teachers  and  community.  Usually  one  or  more  teachers'  institutes 
of  general  character,  are  held  in  each  district  during  the  term. 

There  were  no  failures,  by  teachers,  in  the  schools  of  the  county 
during  the  j^ear;  yet  not  all  Avere  strong. 

The  course  of  study  for  the  county  was  more  generally  followed 
and  completed  this  year  than  heretofore.  Public  exercises  for  giad- 
uation  were  held  in  many  districts.  The  common  school  course  was 
completed  by  27  pupils.  White  Deer  and  Kelly  townships  ludd 
public   graduating   exercises.     Hartley   and   Lewis   township   High 
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Scliools  i;ra(liia(od  1!)  ladies  and  ^c'litlciiK'n,  lioldin^-  jMddic  exer- 
cises. These  towiisliip  High  Scliools  are  doiiij^  excelleul  work,  but 
arc  lacking  in  completeness.  The  term  of  seven  months  is  too 
short  in  which  to  complete  the  heavy  course.  The  Legislature 
should  limit  such  schools  to  not  less  than  eight  or  nine  mouth 
term. 

Milllinburg,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  H.  K.  Gilbert,  and  Lewis- 
burg,  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  C.  F.  Dewire,  graduated  respect- 
ively 13  and  15  ladies  and  gentlemen.  Seventy-four  pupils  gradu- 
uated  this  year  from  the  several  public  school  courses  of  the 
county. 

A  noted  memorial  school  meeting  was  held  in  Limestone  town- 
ship October  16,  to  commemoiate  the  Indian  massacre,  which 
occurred  in  this  valley  in  175o.  The  surrounding  schools  i)artici- 
I)ated.  Eight  hundred  or  more  people  were  present.  Dr.  H.  C. 
Dimm,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Glover,  and  County  Superintendent  were  the 
speakers  of  the  occasion. 

The  fifty-first  County  Institute  was  held  with  the  usual  enthu- 
siasm and  success.  Among  the  instructors  Avere  Dr.  W.  W.  Deat- 
rick,  Hon.  B.  F.  Willis,  Dr.  H.  F.  Colestock,  Prof.  W.  M.  Witmer, 
Prof.  W.  G.  Owens,  Dr.  G.  G.  Groff,  Mrs.  F.  B.  Brubaker  and  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  D.  N.  Miller.  Excellent  addresses  were  delivered  by  lead- 
ing teachers  of  the  county.  The  evening  lectures  of  Dr.  W.  W. 
Deatrick,  and  Hon.  B.  F.  Willis  were  excellent.  The  concerts  were 
first  class  and  were  well  attended.  The  good  work  of  the  County 
Institute  was  seen  in  the  successful  management  of  the  schools 
during  the  year. 

Two-tliirds  of  the  directors  of  the  county  attended  the  Directors' 
Connt}'  Convention.  The  meeting  was  enthusiastic  and  rei>resent- 
tive  in  educational  lines.  The  following  topics  were  discussed: 
'*Tlie  Duties  and  Powers  of  Directors,"  Hon.  A.  W.  Johnson.  "  Wlmt 
Constitutes  Good  School  Investments?"  Director  A.  D.  Miller.  '^The 
Consolidation  of  Small  Schools,"  Directors  E.  E.  Smith  and  W.  E. 
Eberhart.  '^'How  Can  the  Directors  Help  the  Teacher?"  Directors 
Emannel,  Hoffman  and  J.  D.  Winters.  Superintendent  L.  E. 
McGinnis  also  addressed  the  convention,  morning  and  afternoon. 

Nineteen  examinations  were  held  and  ninety-three  certificates 
granted.  Three  hundred  visits  were  made  to  the  schools  and  twen- 
ty-three educational  meetings  attended.  A  large  number  of  direc- 
tors accompanied  the  superintendent  in  his  visits  in  the  schools. 

The  Union  County  Teachers'  Association  held  regular  and  enthus- 
iastic meetings  at  MiPfiinburg  and  New  Berlin.     Very  great  benefit 
has  been  derived  from  this  organization  which  is  composed  of  the 
teachers  of  tlie  count}^ 
8— 5—1907 
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The  several  educational  institutions  of  the  county  have  been  pros- 
pering. Bucknell  University,  with  her  many  departments,  and  the 
Ladies'  Seminary  have  all  enjoyed  unusual  prosperity.  Another 
four  story  building  has  been  erected  on  the  University  grounds, 
known  as  East  College.  Union  Seminary,  at  New  Berlin,  has  been 
enjoying  prosperous  conditions  and  added  much  to  the  educational 
work  of  the  county  by  conducting  a  large  normal  class. 

The  year  has  been  a  most  prosperous  one  made  so  by  the  interest 
in  education  manifest  by  the  people  and  the  co-operation  of  all 
educational  forces. 


VENANaO  COUNTY— Dallas  W.  Armstrong. 


The  schools  of  this  county  in  general  have  made  reasonable  prog- 
ress during  the  past  year.  There  have  been  no  radical  changes  made 
or  attempted,  for  in  the  administration  of  the  public  schools  evolu- 
tion is  doubtlessly  better  than  revolution.  We  have  aimed  to 
secure  better  co-operation  from  the  different  school  factors,  to 
induce  a  stricter  enforcing  of  all  the  laws  affecting  the  common 
public  school,  endeavored  to  increase  the  efficiency  in  the  work  of 
our  various  school  officers  by  having  each  of  them  attribute  more 
importance  to  his  particular  part. 

Clinton,  Irwin  and  President  townships  each  built  one  new  one- 
roomed  building  this  year.  Siverly  added  to  its  building  an  annex 
containing  two  recitation  rooms,  and  an  auditorium  with  a  seating 
capacity  of  five  hundred.  In  many  of  our  districts  there  was  much 
attention  given  to  the  grading  of  the  school  gronnds,  and  the  beauti- 
fying of  the  schoolsproperties  in  general. 

There  were  2.38  schools  open  in  the  county  for  the  year.  For 
these  were  employed  67  male  teachers,  and  171  female  teachers; 
only  34  had  no  previous  experience  in  teaching,  and  88  had  had  more 
than  five  years';  38  had  graduated  from  a  State  normal  school,  and 
110  had  attended  a  State  normal  school  but  had  not  graduated;  8 
had  graduated  from  a  college,  and  25  had  attended  a  college  but 
had  not  graduated;  57  were  educated  in  the  common  schools  only; 
152  held  provisional  certificates;  11  held  professional  certificates; 
37  held  permanent  certificates;  38  held  normal  school  diplomas. 

At  the  first  of  the  year  we  furnished  blanks  to  the  teachers  asking 
for  the  name,  age,  address,  grade,  and  the  parent  or  guardian's  name 
of  every  pupil  in  their  respective  schools.  This  information  was 
obtained  with  a  great  deal  of  effort,  but  it  has  aided  us  very  mater- 
ially in  many  ways  in  the  administration  of  the  schools.     We  also 
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fui'iiisbi'd  blanks  to  our  teachers  for  a  summarzed  monthly  report 
of  their  work.  The  teachers  made  thesi*  reports  in  duplicate  form 
and  sent  them  to  the  secretary  of  their  respective  school  boards. 
The  secretary  tiled  one  of  these  reports  for  the  board's  use  and 
mailed  the  other  copy  to  this  office.  This  has  proven  very  valuable 
to  ns  in  securing  closer  supervision  of  the  schools. 

There  were  196  pupils  passed  the  examination  for  "eighth  grade" 
diplomas  this  year.     70  were  graduated  from  the  high  schools. 

February  22nd  was  observed  as  "Patron's  Day"  for  our  county. 
This  is  proving  a  helpful  agency  in  increasing  the  interest  of  the 
parent  in  the  school.  Upwards  of  2000  patrons  were  in  the  schools 
of  the  county  on  this  day. 

The  committee  on  professional  reading  selected  the  following 
named  books:  Common  Sense  Didactics  by  Sabin,  The  Making  of  a 
Teacher  by  Brumbaugh,  and  The  Recitation  by  Hamilton.  Each 
teacher  was  urged  to  study  at  least  one  of  these  books,  and  advised 
to  read  all  of  them. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  State,  there  were  two  Farmers'  Insti- 
tutes held  in  the  county  this  year.  Each  had  a  special  educational 
program  in  which  teachers,  pupils,  and  school  officers  took  an  active 
part.     This  work  is  producing  good  results  upon  our  schools. 

There  were  17  local  institutes  held  during  the  year.  There  were 
only  a  few  teachers  that  failed  to  attend  their  own  local  institute. 
The  teachers  and  directors  each  received  a  personal  notice  of  their 
own  meeting.  On  an  average  at  these  meetings,  we  had  22  teachers 
and  5  school  directors.  With  one  or  two  exceptions  these  meetings 
were  well  attended  by  the  citizens  of  the  community  in  which  they 
were  held. 

Each  year  our  Directors'  Convention  is  becoming  a  greater  help 
to  the  schools.  It  was  held  this  year  on  December  G.  The  attend- 
ance was  large.  The  program  was  interesting  and  instructive 
throughout,  but  space  will  not  permit  its  being  given  here  in  full. 
Tlie  entire  proceedings  were  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  mailed 
to  every  teacher  and  every  director,  and  many  of  the  citizens  of  the 
county. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  in  Franklin,  December  17-21.  It 
was  a  success.  The  instruction  given  was  practical.  Almost  every 
teacher  in  the  county  was  enrolled  for  the  whole  week.  Both  the 
teachers  and  the  many  citizens  attending  gave  excellent  attention. 
Our  best  teachers  were  unanimous  in  their  enthusiasm  for  the  insti- 
tute, and  in  their  praise  of  it.  The  day  instructors  were  as  follows: 
Dr.  Robert  L.  Kelly,  Richmond,  Ind.,  Dr.  Francis  M.  Ingler,  Muncie, 
Ind.,  Dr.  Frank  W.  Hays,  Grove  City,  Pa.,  Prin.  John  F.  Bigler, 
Edinboro,  Pa.,  Supt.  Charles  E.  Lord,  Franklin,  Pa.,  Prof.  Hamlin 
E.  Cogswell,  Indiana,  Pa.     The  evening  entertainments  were  given 
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by  Dr.  A.  A.  Willits,  Montaville  Flowers,  l)v.  John  Merritte  Driver, 
E.  Maro  &  Co. 

Ill  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  thank  the  teachers,  and  directors 
and  the  many  friends  of  education  in  this  county  for  their  help  and 
support  during  this  year;  also  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  its  help  and  advice  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  duties  of  this 
office. 


WAKREN  COUNTY— Orlo  J.  Gunning. 


We  have  the  honor  to  report  that  Warren  county  is  keeping  pace 
with  the  educational  movement  of  the  times.  Our  school  directors 
are  alive  to  the  wants  of  the  schools,  yards  are  beautified,  slate  is 
taking  the  place  of  old  boards  when  repairs  are  needed,  single  seats 
are  replacing  defaced  double  ones,  new  and  improved  apparatus  is 
supplied,  up-to-date  houses  are  being  built,  and  in  other  ways  the 
outlook  is  very  encouraging. 

During  the  year  six  school  houses  have  been  built.  Of  these  Ave 
wish  to  mention  particularly  the  fine  building  of  four  rooms  at 
Lander.     This  up-to-date  structure  will  cost  about  |10,000. 

The  new  building  at  Pittsfleld  of  four  rooms,  will  also  cost  about 
$10,000,  and  is  a  fine  modern  structure. 

Sheffield  will  also  add  to  its  school  capacity  a  new  modern  struc- 
ture of  four  rooms. 

Nineteen  teachers'  examinations  were  held  during  the  year,  at 
which  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven  applicants  were  examined. 

Number  of  provisional  certificates  issued,   211 

Number  of  professional  certificates  issued, 5 

Number  of  applicants  rejected, 41 

Of  the  310  teachers  employed,  .50  were  wiihout  previous  experi- 
ence, s 

Number  who  taught  on  provisional  certificates 14r) 

Number  who  held  professional  certificates .38 

Number  who  held  permanent  certificates, 4-1 

Number  who  held  Normal  diplomas,   66 

Number  who  are  graduates  of  college 13 

Eleven  'township  high  schools  were  in  operation.  The  State  aid 
thus  added  to  the  usual  appropriation,  if  100  per  cent,  is  realized, 
will  be  four  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

Thirteen  educational  gatherings  were  attended  by  the  Superin- 
tendent. Seven  of  these  were  successful  local  institutes.  The 
County  Teachers'  Institute  convened  on  December  14.     Ninety-five 


No.  5.  •  WARREN  COUNTY.  117 

\)in'  ociit.  of  the  teachers  of  (lie  county  were  present.  The  instructors 
and  entertainers  of  the  week  were:  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  of 
Maustield  State  Normal;  Dr.  Chas.  II.  Albert,  of  Bloomsburg  State 
Normal;  Supt.  W.  L.  MacGowan,  of  Warren  llij;h  School;  Prof.  John 
Price,  of  State  College;  Hon.  Geo.  K.  Wendling,  Washington,  D.  C; 
Katherine  Kidgwaj^  Compan}^,  Washington;  Chicago  Lady  Enter- 
tainers; I'rof.  A.  J.  Mooney  had  charge  of  the  music.  The  institute 
was  a  very  helpful  gathering.  Of  the  311  schools  in  the  county, 
245  were  visited. 

During  the  school  year  550  copies  of  a  20  page  school  journal 
were  issued  monthly  to  teachers  and  directors.  We  feel  certain 
that  the  good  accomplished  by  this  journal  is  a  sufficient  apology 
for  the  time  spent  in  its  preparation. 

The  Indian  School  at  the  Cornplanter  Indian  lauds  has  had  a  suc- 
cessful year  under  the  care  of  Miss  Florence  Whitnmu,  a  teacher 
of  ability  and  experience.  These  people  show  to  a  marked  extent, 
the  results  of  the  interest  of  the  State  in  their  education. 

The  county  examination  was  up  to  its  usual  high  standard.  Of 
the  490  applicants,  seventy-five  received  diplomas. 

Warren  county  has  not  witnessed  any  great  educational  growth 
during  the  last  year,  yet  we  are  more  than  holding  our  own.  Seven- 
teen high  schools  have  been  in  successful  operation  during  the  last 
year.  The  curriculum  of  these  schools  covers  from  two  to  four 
years  beyond  the  common  branches.  Manual  training  and  the  do- 
mestic arts  are  taught  in  several  of  our  schools,  notably  those  of 
Warren,  Tidioute  and  Youngsville. 

The  work  being  done  in  manual  training  and  the  domestic  arts, 
has  been  made  possible  through  the  generosity  of  noble  characters, 
who  have  not  only  equipped  the  class  rooms  where  these  sub- 
jects are  taught,  but  in  some  instances  have  built  and  donated  to 
the  cause  of  education,  the  buildings  wherein  they  are  located. 

These  helps  thus  received  are  of  much  value,  not  only  as  helps, 
but  as  indicating  approval  of  the  work  being  done  in  educational 
lines. 

In  this  connection  w^e  beg  to  suggest  that  though  these  helps  are 
so  gladly  welcomed,  yet  the  successful  maintenance  of  structures  de- 
voted to  certain  lines — in  order  to  get  results  commensurate  with 
the  object  in  view,  imposes  some  burdens  upon  small  communities, 
lu'nce  persons  contemplating  building,  or  bequests  for  that  purpose, 
would  accomplish  good  to  mankind  by  building  modestly  and  mak- 
ing a  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the  structure,  through  the 
years  to  come. 

In  concluding  this  our  eighth  annual  report,  we  wish  to  thank 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the  press,  the  school  directors 
and  all  others  who  have  aided  us  for  their  courtesy  and  help. 
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WASHINGTON  COUNTY— Frank  R.  Hall. 


We  have  accompanied  the  school  work  through  another  year, 
1906  and  1907.  We  found  much  that  pleased.  While  many  served 
well,  there  were  a  few  teachers  that  failed,  not  because  they  did 
not  have  the  ability,  there  was  too  much  work  in  it  for  them,  they 
were  lazy.  The  year  started  as  usual,  with  the  organization  of 
school  boards;  the  fixing  of  taxes  and  wages,  the  election  of  teach- 
ers, the  opening  of  schools  and  the  winter's  work. 

We  looked  in  upon  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  teachers  and 
became  cognizant  of  what  was  doing.  In  summing  up  the  year, 
the  work  surpassed  previous  years.  Taking  the  teacher  bodj  as 
a  whole  there  was  a  spirit  of  emulation  that  brought  out  the  better 
side  of  the  schools,  giving  a  completeness  to  the  work  that  was 
delightful  to  follow. 

Instead  of  going  into  details,  we  prefer  a  short  history  of  the 
growth  of  the  schools  since  the  superintendency  of  the  schools  be- 
gan in  1854. 

As  a  people  we  know  comparatively  little  of  the  schools  and  their 
growth  in  Washington  county.  In  fact,  there  is  but  little  history 
on  record  previous  to  1870.  Beginning  with  1854,  the  first  year  of 
the  superintendency,  and  till  after  the  year  named,  but  few  of  the 
State  Superintendent's  annual  reports  are  on  file  in  the  county 
superintendent's  office.  They  contained  much  information  that 
would  at  present  be  of  value,  but  the  volumes  are  lost. 

The  office  of  county  superintendent  was  created  by  an  act  of  the 
State  Legislature,  May,  1854.  J.  L.  Gow  was  the  first  elected  in  this 
county.  In  coming  into  his  office  he  found  directors  derelict  to 
duty,  "school  houses  ill-adapted  to  their  purpose,"  many  incom- 
petent teachers,  in  general  poor  text-books,  and  a  universal  apathy 
on  the  part  of  parents  for  the  schools.  He  found  the  teachers  em- 
ployed in  an  effort  to  manage  schools  with  but  little  if  any  classifi- 
cation. Their  time  was  given  to  "keeping  order,  listening  to  com- 
plaints, settling  quarrels,  doing  the  necessary  licking,  making  and 
mending  quill  pens,  and  showing  how  to  do  sums."  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Gow's  term,  the  schools  presented  a  different  aspect.  New  life 
had  been  infused;  directors  were  aroused  to  a  realization  of  their 
duties;  buildings  were  improved,  better  furniture,  maps,  and  dic- 
tionaries found  their  way  to  many  schools;  patrons  visited  and 
here  and  there  teachers  closed  with  an  exhibition  by  the  children 
to  the  delight  of  many.     Two  hundred  and  sixty  schools  were  in 
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operation  with  270  teachers;  wages  averaging  $22.75  per  month. 
Tupils  enrolled,  13,510;  received  from  the  State,  $3,808.70;  received 
from  tax  collections,  $43,367.79. 

Some  twenty  years  later,  A.  J.  Bulliington  was  at  the  head  of  the 
schools.  They  had  grown  in  number,  and  advanced  in  proficiency. 
The  superintendent  reported  all  the  rural  districts  except  two  had 
at  least  one  good  house.  All  the  new  buildings  with  many  of  the 
old  ones  had  the  new  patent  desks  and  seats.  Rooms  were  being 
furnished  with  maps,  blackboards,  charts,  and  drawings,  chromos, 
engravings,  and  flowers,  showing  taste  on  the  part  of  many  teach- 
ers. Mr.  ButKiington  makes  mention  especially  of  Buffalo,  Smith, 
Cross  Creek,  West  Alexander,  Bentleyville,  Mouongahela  and  Wash- 
ington, as  making  marked  success.  The  schools  were  growing  in 
public  favor.  In  1876  the  government  was  celebrating  the  One 
Hundredth  Anniversary  of  its  Independence.  Our  public  schools 
were  then  forty-two  years  old,  and  the  work  thy  had  done  occupied 
a  prominent  place  in  the  exhibits  of  the  State.  In  the  last  twenty 
years  the  schools  had  grown  13  per  cent.,  numbering  293,  with  a 
school  population  of  12,908,  costing  by  State  appropriation  $10,708, 
and  by  taxes  $97,515;  wages  averaging  $39.38,  term  5.79  months. 
The  schools  were  far  apart,  but  well  attended,  the  larger  part  of  the 
pupils  composed  of  "big  boys  and  girls."  The  majority  of  the  teach- 
ers were  men,  and  as  men  they  gave  the  work  of  teaching  a  hardy 
sternness  that  made  it  as  tenacious  as  the  young  people  were  strong 
and  robust.  The  schools  had  become  the  people's  college.  They 
were  closely  attended.  Pupils  continued  until  they  reached  their 
majority,  and  then  went  forth  to  plunge  into  the  realities  that  make 
for  life  a  success  or  failure. 

Twenty  years  later  Byron  E.  Tombaugh  finished  his  second  term 
as  supeifntendent  of  the  schools.  His  six  years  were  productive  of 
much  good.  Since  1876  the  schools  had  multiplied.  Then  there 
were  293  schools,  in  1896  there  were  456  schools,  a  growth  in  twenty 
years  of  55^  per  cent,  with  a  school  population  of  18,522,  with  an 
expenditure  of  $350,342.47.  Of  this  the  State  appropriated  $83,- 
044.75. 

In  the  last  years  new  interests  possessed  the  schools.  The  young 
people  were  given  the  privilege  of  graduating  in  the  common 
branches.  Many  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  and  stayed  till 
they  secured  a  diploma.  District  institutes  were  established  which 
infused  new  life  into  the  work,  making  these  meetings  popular  and 
w'ell  attended.  The  county  institute  was  made  more  attractive. 
While  it  continued  somewhat  conventional,  new  men  and  new  at- 
tiactions  were  introduced  adding  much  to  its  utility  and  benefit 
to  the  teachers.  Much  had  been  done  that  awakened  new  inter- 
ests and  enhanced  the  school  value  during  the  past  twenty  years. 
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And  yet,  withal,  .they  were  suffering-  the  depression  of  the  times. 
In  18UG  the  outlook  was  not  the  most  encouraging.  The  schools, 
like  the  business  world,  were  needing  a  call  to  activity.  It  happily 
came,  and  when  awakened  they  moA'ed  for\vard  v/ith  military  pre- 
cision. Directors  were  eager  for  suggestions  and  instruction; 
teachers  were  ready  to  respond  at  every  call,  and  the  children  came 
forward  like  spring  time  to  drink  in  the  newness  of  life.  The  school 
growth  of  the  last  ten  years  is  phenomenal.  From  1876  to  1896 
there  was  an  increase  of  163  schools.  From  1890  to  1906,  ten  years, 
there  was  an  increase  of  215  schools,  making  a  total  of  671.  The 
expenses  of  the  year  ending  June  1,  1906,  were  |686,881.91.  Of  this 
amount  the  State  appropriated  |91,259.73.  The  schools  had  a  popu- 
lation of  24,457. 

Near  the  beginning  of  the  last  decade  school  officials  were  in- 
clined to  awaken  a  greater  interest  by  remodeling,  building,  and 
equipping  anew  school  buildings,  thereby  facilitating  the  work  of 
teaching.  West  Alexander,  West  Middletown,  Claysville,  Burgetts- 
town,  McDonald,  Monongahela,  Koscoe,  Beallsville,  East  Washing- 
ton, South  Canonsburg,  Canousburg,  took  the  lead  in  structures, 
beautiful  in  art,  and  furnished  with  all  the  modern  improvemets 
that  go  to  make  an  up-to-date  schooihouse.  Later,  Donora,  Char- 
leroi,  Washington,  West  Washington  erected  and  furnished  build- 
ings that  cost  from  sixty  to  ninety  thousand  dollars  each.  Of  the 
rural  districts  the  buildings  are  almost  entirely  first  class.  Many 
of  them  are  new  and  modern  in  every  particular.  Frame  buildings 
have  gone  up  that  are  a  comfort  and  credit  in  East  and  West  Beth- 
lehem, Amwell,  Allen,  Bcntleyville,  Smith,  Buffalo,  Canton,  Cecil, 
Chartiers,  Centerville,  Peters,  East  Pike  Kun,  Robinson,  Fallowfield, 
North  Strabane,  Carroll  and  Nottingham.  These  buildings  have 
slate  boards  and  the  single  seats,  maps,  globes,  charts,  blinds,  cur- 
tains, papered  walls,  and  pictures,  giving  the  rooms  where  the 
future  citizen  is  developed  a  home-like  feeliug  and  appearance. 

A  number  of  innovations  introduced  added  much  in  stimulating 
united  efi'ort  in  the  promotion  and  needed  usefulness  of  the  schools. 
Faculty  day  centralized  the  efforts  of  directors  and  teachers  in  one 
purpose,  viz.:  better  teaching.  AVhere  recognized,  these  meetings 
proved  of  greater  profit  than  local  institutes.  They  were  educa- 
tional round  tables,  invigorating,  and  closing  with  resolutions  for 
better  work.  Educational  rallies  were  encouraged.  Talent  from 
abroad  was  invited  in  to  assist,  and  whole  commujiities  came  to 
hear  what  was  to  be  said  in  the  interest  of  the  little  people. 

The  county  institute  assumed  a  new  role.  The  best  talent  money 
could  secure;  the  formation  of  section  work;  the  introduction  of 
special  music;  the  teachers'  hour  of  the  morning,  and  the  evening 
attractions,  all  added  to  its  popularity,  and  induced  not  only  teach- 
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ei's  to  attend  almost  eiiuiassc,  but  patrons  and  directors  to  come 
from  all  parts  of  the  county  to  enjoy  the  enter tainmeuts  and  in- 
struction. 

The  I'riucipals'  liound  Table  organized  1898;  Parents'  Day  estab- 
lished 18UG;  classifying  the  small  boroughs  and  rural  districts  into 
groups,  and  placing  each  group  in  the  care  of  a  member  of  the  lluuud 
Table  as  chairman  in  11JU4;  the  classilication  of  principals  and  teach- 
ers to  systematically  visit  schools,  lUUtJ;  the  visiting  each  year  some 
live  hundred  of  the  schools  by  the  county  superintendent;  then, 
in  addition,  beginning  in  1897  with  Cross  Creek  and  establishing  in 
the  county  nine  rural  high  schools,  all  tending  to  keep  every  one 
busy  in  (hiuking,  planning,  and  working  for  the  advancement  of  edu- 
cation, and  the  upbuilding  of  our  schools.  All  this  had  telling  ef- 
fect. The  last  year  on  Parents'  Day,  (two)  the  schools  had  7,G0G 
visitors.  There  were  many  more  but  a  number  of  teachers  failed  to 
report.  Other  than  Parents'  Da}^,  over  11,UU0  visited  the  schools 
throughout  the  county.  Of  the  rural  high  schools,  all  but  one  are 
prosperous.  College  men  are  at  the  head  of  them,  giving  them  dig- 
nit}',  strength  and  force  of  character.  Their  graduates  rank  well 
in  colleges,  find  good  business  places,  and  others  far  above  the 
average  of  3'oung  people  intellectually  settle  down  and  make  good 
citizens  in  rural  life.  The  rural  high  school  is  an  opportunity  that 
comes  to  many,  but  sad  to  say,  too  many  reject  it.  At  present  there 
are  nine  of  these  schools  in  operation,  viz:  Prosperity,  Cross  Creek, 
Hickory,  Cecil,  Peters,  North  Strabane,  Robinson  and  Independence. 
The  work  takes  a  high  rank,  and  is  the  means  of  pushing  to  the  front 
the  advocates  of  better  rural  schools  in  every  community.  The 
course  of  study  needs  to  be  so  changed  that  more  agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial work  will  be  accomplished.  The  agricultural  communities 
support  them,  and  the  instruction  should  be  practicable  to  their  pur- 
pose. Two  of  these  schools  have  a  four  years'  course  and  seven 
of  them  a  three  years'  course.  With  one  exception  they  each  have  a 
term  of  eight  months.  Twenty-four  will  graduate  this  year.  For 
the  senior  class  in  19U8,  there  are  some  forty  enrolled.  Centerville, 
after  considerable  tardiness,  established  a  high  school  for  her  young 
people.  It  has  been  much  needed,  and,  by  the  class  of  young  people 
that  have  taken  the  initiative,  it  is  much  appreciated.  A  magnifi- 
cent building  for  the  school  was  erected  overlooking  the  town  and 
giving  a  view  of  the  country  many  miles  around.  Its  locality  will 
make  school  life  a  joy  and  give  inspiration  to  the  work.  It  is  an 
accomplishment  of  which  the  jieopie  are  quite  proud.  No  depart- 
ment of  the  work  seems  to  count  for  so  much  this  last  year  as  the 
township  principals.  There  w^ere  seven  took  up  the  work  of  super- 
vising the  rural  schools  this  year.     The  attempt  was  a  success  in 
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proportion  to  the  effort  given  it.  The  venture  was  a  success.  We 
will  have  more  next  year. 

At  the  head  of  each  of  our  borough  schools  is  a  principal  who 
shows  by  his  work  he  is  master  of  the  situation.  The  schools  are 
carefully  graded.  Many  of  the  teachers  are  specialists,  giving 
thereby  extra  strength  to  their  departments.  The  high  schools 
have  a  three  or  four  years'  course  and  are  conducted  on  the  faculty 
system,  the  teachers  being  specialists.  These  schools  are  well  equip- 
ped and  do  strong  work. 

One  year  ago  Washington  was  separated  from  the  county  and 
Prof.  William  Krichbaum,  principal  of  the  schools,  was  elected 
superintendent.  He  is  an  earnest,  energetic  schoolman,  and  the 
city  can  count  upon  her  schools  rapidly  growing  in  excellence. 

Beading,  physical  culture,  and  writing  are  taught  by  specialists 
in  some  of  our  schools.  Our  educational  centers  have  largely  be- 
come places  of  industry.  They  are  filled  with  little  people  full  of 
life,  energetic,  and  ambitious,  desirous  of  excelling.  They  are  suc- 
cessful because  of  the  energy  and  good  work  of  the  teachers  and 
principals,  and  the  co-operation  of  patrons  and  directors.  Schools 
never  rise  above  our  efforts,  but  will  continue  to  rise  so  long  as  we 
are  industrious.  Our  schools  must  move  on.  We  are  lingering 
some  in  the  back  ground.  Conditions  change,  society  changes. 
Formerly  the  home  was  the  center  of  industry.  The  child  attended 
school  to  study  his  books  of  which  there  were  but  few.  He  read 
them  at  school  and  studied  the  simple  occupations  at  home  and  in 
many  cases  settled  there  for  life. 

Conditions  have  changed.  Society  has  changed.  The  home  is  no 
longer  the  center  of  industry,  it  is  now  a  literary  institution. 
Papers,  magazines  and  books  have  taken  the  place  of  the  home  in- 
dustries. The  world  is  offering  places  for  human  energy  and  in- 
dustry. Man  is  eager  to  fill  these  places.  It  means  a  new  school, 
new  thoughts,  and  adaptability  to  meet  the  new  conditions  of  the 
always  changing  social  and  industrial  life.  Teaching  children  how 
to  think  and  adapt  themselves  to  conditions  which  they  will  meet 
is  'the  future  work  of  the  school.  To  read  and  "cipher"  is  no  longer 
an  issue.  Memorizing  statements  is  no  longer  power.  Much  of  the 
work  that  passes  in  our  schools  to-day  is  not  learning.  Alertness, 
capability,  flexibility,  adaptibility  which  comes  of  prompt  thinking,' 
thinking,  thinking,  making  cunning  the  hand  in  swift  execution, 
that  is  the  work  of  the  schools  of  to-day  and  to-morrow.  Directors 
will  have  much  to  do  in  shaping  this  work.  If  in  the  future  as  in 
the  past,  they  continue  to  place  a  high  standard  upon  teaching,  and 
demand  of  the  schools  results"  that  will  meet  the  present  industrial 
conditions  of  life.  They  will  get  the  teachers  that  can  do  the  work. 
Our  schools  are  what  those  in  power  are  satisfied  to  have.     If  they 
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are  to  make  boys  and  girls  capable  of  adapting  themselves  speedily 
to  conditions  anywhere,  it  can  be  done.  The  sentiment  in  this 
county  was  never  so  strong  for  advancement.  The  patrons  as  a 
whole,  the  directors  as  a  body,  teachers,  principals,  and  the  public 
press  are  all  asking  for  the  schools  a  higher  standard  in  the  teach- 
ers, and  an  advance  in  wages,  a  longer  term,  and  closer  local  super- 
vision. The  State  feels  the  thrill  of  advancing^  zeal,  and  adds  to 
her  magnificent  appropriation,  thus  advancing  many  of  the  seekers 
after  positions  stop  with  the  schools,  and  finding  it  lucrative  enough, 
enter  the  field  of  teaching  as  a  life  work.  Success  for  the  schools  as 
we  see  them  now  is  encouraging. 

All  things  are  tending  toward  the  public  schools  becoming  the 
universal  work-shop  to  prepare  the  little  folks  intellectually,  socially, 
morally  and  industriously  for  worthy  citizenship. 

In  181)G,  G2  years  after  the  law  established  the  public  schools,  the 
following  statistics  were  reported  to  the  State  Superintendent: 

A  summary  of  the  schools  in  1896: 

Whole  number  of  schools,   456 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 463 

Number  of  borough  high  schools  established, 5 

Length  of  school  term  (months), 7.23 

School  population,  1896,    18,522 

Schools  visited  by  superintendent,  1896,  202 

Educational  meetings  attended  by  superintendent,  1896,  10 

Average  male  salary  per  month,   |44  29 

Average  female  salary  per  month, 36  59 

Received  from  taxes,  etc.,  1896, 369,245  04 

Received  by  State  appropriation, 83,044  75 

In  length  of  term,  Washington  county  ranked  in  the 

State,    34 

Wages  for  male  teachers,  the  county  ranked  in  the 

State,     21 

Wages  for  female  teachers,  the  county  ranked  in  the 

State,    14 

Number  of  directors  in  the  county,  1896, ;  362 

Number  of  directors  that  attended  county  institute, 

1896, 100 

Estimated  value  of  school  property,  1896, $428,050  00 

A  summary  of  the  schools  ten  years  later,  viz:   from  1896  to  1906: 

Whole  number  of  schools,  671 

Whole  number  of  teachers, •              694 

Number  of  borough  high  schools  established, 12 

Number  of  rural  high  schools  established, 9 
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School  population,  1906, 24,457 

Schools  visited  by  supcriutendciit,  11100,  510 

Educatioual    meetings    attended    by    superintendents, 

1906,     21 

Average  salary  of  males  per  month,  |60  96 

Average  salary  of  females  per  month, 47  17 

Length  of  school  term,  months,   7 .  79 

Received  from  taxes,  etc.,  1906,   593,622  18 

Received  by  State  appropriation, 91,259  73 

In  length   of  term,  Washington  county   ranks   in   the 

State,   27 

Wages  for  male  teachers  the  county  ranhs  in  the  State,  10 
Wages  for  female  teachers  the  county  ranks  in   the 

State,    .' * 2 

Number  of  directors  in  the  county,  1906, 411 

Number  of   directors   that   attended   county   institute, 

1906,     163 

Estimated  value  of  school  property,  19(}6,   1,610,314 

County  superintendents: 
John  L.  Gow,  1854-1857. 
Isaac  H.  Longdon,  1857-1861. 
A.  J.  Bufiiington,  1861-1866. 
J.  C.  Gilchrist,  1866-1869. 
William  G.  Fee,  1869-1875. 

A.  J.  Buffiington,  1875-1878. 
J.  B.  K.  McCollum,  1878-1881. 
E.  W.  Mouck,  1881-1882. 
Geo.  A.  Spindler,  1882-1890. 

B.  E.  Tombaugh,   1890-1896. 
Frank  R.  Hall,  1896  to  the  present. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— David  L.  Hower. 


Much  of  the  work  of  the  public  schools  in  the  county  has  been 
very  gratifying.  The  attendance  of  pupils,  the  interest  of  directors, 
and  the  efficient  work  of  the  teachers  have  never  been  better.  Only 
a  few  young  teachers  failed,  and  some  of  the  indifferent  teachers 
were  refused  certificates.  Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  securing  enough  teachers,  and  a  number  of  certificates  were  neces- 
sarily issued  to  poorly  qualified  teacliers.  Indications  are  that  the 
new  minimum  salary  law  will  obviate  this  difficulty.  Several  dis- 
tricts have  improved  their  buildings,  and  much  more  work  should 
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be  done  alonj»'  this  line,  for  there  are  more  than  fifty  biiildinj^s  in 
the  county  tliat  are  not  fit  for  public  school  purposes.  Many  more 
school  jjirounds  need  to  be  made  more  beautiful  and  should  have 
better  sanitary  conditions.  Teachers,  pupils,  directors  and  patrons 
should  work  tojj;ether  to  provide  more  invitin}.j;  school  rooms,  for  a 
number  are  still  without  any  jjictures  or  decorations  of  any  kind 
with  the  exception  of  diriy  and  dilapidated  plaster.  Pupils  enjoy 
working-  where  the  environments  are  conducive  to  happiness  and 
good  cheer. 

In  nearly  all  rural  school  districts  the  consolidation  of  small 
schools  is  an  educational  necessit3\ 

Many  boys  and  girls  of  our  rural  schools  leave  early  in  the  spring 
on  the  slightest  pretext.  The  only  exceptions  are  where  pupils 
come  from  homes  where  the  parents  are  interested  in  the  highest 
welfare  of  their  children,  and  tlie  schools  that  are  blessed  with 
teachers  who  are  enthusiastic,  fill  the  pupils  with  inspiration,  and 
make  them  feel  that  they  can  not  afford  to  miss  an  hour  of  school. 
Give  us  more  such  teachers! 

The  institute  was  held  November  12-lG,  and  all  pronounced  it  a 
very  successful  meeting.  The  instructors  were  Preston  W.  Search, 
Francis  H.  Green  and  John  T.  Watkins.  The  music  was  a  special 
feature  of  the  institute.  The  evening  entertainments  were  given 
by  Strickland  W.  Gillilan,  Henry  E.  Rose,  The  Lyric  Glee  Club,  and 
The  Cleveland  Ladies'  Orchestra. 

The  eleventh  session  of  the  Directors'  xVssociation  was  held  No- 
vember 16th  and  17th.  Professors  Search,  Green  and  Creasy  gave 
strong  addresses.  The  attendance  was  below  the  average  on  ac- 
count of  a  very  heavy  snow  storm,  but  the  meeting  was  helpful  and 
enthusiastic  and  the  general  discussions  were  spirited. 

Two  meetings  of  the  county  teach(  rs'  association  were  held,  one 
at  Ariel  and  the  other  at  Damascus.  The  attendance  at  both  meet- 
ings was  large  and  the  ])apers  and  discussions  were  of  a  high  order. 
A  number  of  district  institutes  were  held  throughout  the  county 
and  much  good  was  derived  from  the  teachers'  conferences  in  most 
of  the  toAvnshi]>s.  Primary  reading  was  the  chief  topic  discussed  at 
these  meetings  and  we  hope  for  much  better  results  along  this  im- 
portant line  of  teaching. 

By  far  the  best  Avork  is  being  done  by  our  high  schools.  In 
nearly  all  the  borough  and  township  high  schools  the  classes  have 
increased  in  size  and  power.  Strong  w^ork  was  done  in  the  high 
schools  of  Honesdale,  Hawiey,  Clinton,  Preston,  Lake,  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Dreher  and  Damascus. 

May  28,  Honesdale  decided,  by  a  vote  of  more  than  six  to  one,  to 
increase  its  indebtedness  145,000  to  build  a  new  school  house. 
Fifteen  examinations  were  given  during  the  year,  245  applicants 
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were  examined,  of  which  seventy-four  per  cent,  were  given  certifi- 
cates. 

All  but  a  few  schools  were  visited,  and  a  number  were  visited  two 
or  three  times.  The  records  show  that  a  total  of  301  visits  were 
made,  and  the  Superintendent  attended  23  educational  meetings. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  teachers,  patrons,  directors, 
the  public  press  and  all  others  interested  in  the  growth  of  our  pub- 
lic schools  for  the  encouraging  support  and  kind  favors  shown  me 
during  the  year. 


WESTMORELAND   COUNTY— Robert  C.   Shaw. 


In  submitting  this,  my  second  annual  report  of  the  Westmoreland 
county  schools,  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  our  schools 
have  made  splendid  progress  during  the  year  just  closed.  Indivi- 
dual effort  on  the  part  of  the  director,  teacher  or  superintendent 
cannot  be  measured  in  figures  or  enumerated  in  statistical  reports 
and  the  work  done  by  the  pupils  may  sometimes  be  unnoticed  by 
those  outside  the  school  room,  yet  we  feel  these  have  left  their  im- 
press on  the  schools  of  our  county.  Many  times  throughout  the 
year  our  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  an  educational 
awakening  is  evident  throughout  the  county.  Co-operation  has 
characterized  our  work  and  as  a  result  it  has  been  extremely 
pleasant. 

While  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  the  bad  weather  made  the 
work  of  visitation  difficult  yet  as  this  report  will  show  they  did, 
in  no  way,  prevent  it. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  create  an  interest  in  the  improvement 
of  school  buildings  and  school  grounds.  While  there  is  still  much 
to  be  done  in  this  direction  yet  much  has  been  accomplished,  es- 
pecially in  the  country  districts.  This  work  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  teacher.  School  directors  may  improve  school  property  but 
with  an  indifferent  teacher  in  charge  it  will  soon  be  destroyed.  We 
hope  that  the  time  will  come,  soon,  when  the  spirit  of  beautifying 
public  property  will  not  be  limited  to  the  large  cities. 

New  school  buildings  have  been  erected  in  Ligonier  township, 
Hempfield  township,  Rostraver  township,  South  Greensburg  borough 
and  Youngwood  borough. 

The  South  Greensburg  building  is  87x585  feet,  and  contains  six 
class  rooms,  principal's  office,  a  directors'  meeting  room,  and  also 
an  auditorium  which  can  be  made  into  two  school  rooms  by  run- 
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ning  a  partition  through  the  center.     The  building  is  of  red  brick. 
Total  cost  of  building,  furniture,  heating,  etc.,  |24,539.00. 

The  Youngwood  school  building  is  built  of  buft'  brick;  dimensions 
78x58  feet.  It  contains  eight  recitation  rooms,  principal's  and  di- 
rectprs'  room,  library  room,  and  in  addition  two  play  rooms.  The 
cost  of  the  building  complete  is  |24,000.00. 

The  Ligonier  and  Rostraver  township  buildings  are  one-story 
frame  buildings.  Hemplield  erected  two  buildings — the  one  a  one- 
room  brick  building  and  the  other  a  four-room  brick  building  at  a 
cost  of  $7,900.00. 

The  township  high  schools  are  all  doing  first  class  work.  Alle- 
gheny township  has  started  a  high  school — making  three  township 
high  schools  in  the  county. 

We  notice  a  marked  improvement  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  in 
regard  to  fitting  themselves  for  teaching.  A  very  large  number 
of  them  have  sought  instruction  in  the  various  teachers'  train- 
ing schools  established  for  this  purpose.  The  superintendent  has 
done  his  best  to  create  a  desire  of  this  kind.  The  schools  patronized 
most  generally  were  Chautauqua,  N.  Y.,  Ebensburg,  Pa.,  and  Chi- 
cago University.  The  result  of  this  training  was  good.  There  was 
a  very  noticeable  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  work  done  by 
these  teachers. 

We  have  in  our  county,  exclusive  of  Greensburg,  Jeannette  and 
Monessen  boroughs,  eight  hundred  fifty-two  (852)  teachers.  Of 
these  four  hundred  thirty-six  (436)  hold  provisional  certificates; 
ninety-two  (92)  hold  professional  certificates;  one  hundred  thirty- 
four  (134)  hold  permanent  certificates;  one  hundred  fifty-six  (156) 
hold  Normal  diplomas,  and  thirty-four  (34)  are  college  graduates. 

All  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  asked  to  read  the  following 
professional  literature:  White's  Pedagogy;  Sabin's  Common  Sense 
Didactics;  Hamilton's  Recitation.  Those  taking  the  examination 
for  permanent  and  professional  certificates  were  examined  in  the 
above  books;  also  Kemp's  History  of  Education. 

From  a  standpoint  of  interest,  enthusiasm  and  instruction,  our 
county  institute   could   hardly  be   excelled.     It   was   certainly   an 
"educational  rally."     We  were  all  very  highly  pleased  with  it  and 
also  greatly  helped.     It  could  not  be  otherwise  when  we  have  such 
men  as  the  following:   Dr.  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  Philadelphia,  Pa.; 
Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Harrisburg,  Pa.;  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Leba- 
non, Pa.;  Dr.  A.  J.  Kinneman,  Lexington,  Ky.;  Dr.  H.  R.  Palmer, 
New  York;  Dr.  A.  A.  Willits,  Spring  Lake,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  H.  D.  Lind 
say,  Pittsburg,  Pa.;  Miss  Nannie  Mackerell,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
The  evening  entertainments  consisted  of  the  following: 
Monday — Montaville  Flowers,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Tuesday — Ernest  Gamble  Concert  Company. 
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Wednesday — Dr.  Morgan  Wood,  Cleveland,  O. 

Thursday — Dr.  Marlin  G.  Brnmbangli,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Friday — Broelcway  Concert  Company,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  during  the  week  of  the  insti- 
tute, 20th  and  21st  December.  The  meeting  doubtless  was^  the 
largest  and  the  most  interesting  ever  held  in  the  county.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  regular  program  many  questions  were  discussed.  These 
discussions  were  very  helpful  to  the  members  present.  The  pro- 
gram was  as  follows: 

Paper — "School  Sanitation,"  Dr.  T.  H.  Lamon. 

Address — "The  Selection  of  Teachers,"  R.  W.  Himelick. 

Discussion  of  Subject — H.  S.  Zimmerman,  J.  I.  Reamer,  H.  T. 
Hays,  Dr.  J.  W.  T.  Houston,  Arthur  Gardner,  Rev.  E.  H.  Dickinson, 
W.  J.  Muffley,  David  Ulam,  Dr.  S.  S.  Aspey. 

Paper — "The  Grading  of  the  Township  Schools,"  R.  W.  Fair. 

Discus'sion  of  Subject— J.  F.  Whitesell,  R.  T.  Stewart,  Dr.  E.  H. 
Graham,  Samuel  T.  Archibald,  J.  P.  Hellene,  J.  G.  Luther. 

Address — Hon.  Henry  Houck. 

Opening  of  Question  Box. 

Paper— "A  Director's  Duty  to  the  Schools,"  Prof.  T.  B.  Shank. 

Discussion  of  Subject — J.  C.  Clements,  D.  C.  Gourley,  G.  R.  Kuhns, 
George  W.  Cover,  Rev.  A.  A.  Bell,  Isaac  Sherrick. 

Paper — "How  Shall  We  Improve  the  Borough  High  Schools?" 
Prof.  Edgar  Reed. 

Discussion — D.  M.  Gipson,  J.  B.  Gallagher,  J.  W.  Taylor,  Rev.  J. 
Bauman,  F.  C.  Riddle,  Robert  Skempt,  F.  A.  Dugan. 

Twenty-seven  (27)  public  examinations  for  provisional  certificates 
were  held.  Seven  hundred  eighteen  (718)  applicants  were  examined. 
Of  these  five  hundred  seventy-six  (570)  received  certificates,  and  one 
hundred  forty-two  (142)  were  rejected.  Forty-two  (42.)  applicants 
were  examined  for  professional  certificates.  Thirty-five  (35)  re- 
ceived certificates  and  seven  (7)  were  rejected. 

Twelve  (12)  examinations  were  held  for  those  completing  the 
county  course  of  study. 

Two  hundred  twenty-five  (225)  applicants  were  examined.  Of 
these  one  hundred  thirty-three  (133)  received  diplomas. 

Almost  all  of  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  by  the 
Superintendent — eight  hundred  eight  (808)  visits  being  made  by  him. 
In  three  of  the  large  townships  he  found  it  impossible  to  reach  all 
the  schools — Hempfield,  Derry  and  Unity. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  directors  of  the  county  for 
their  assistance  in  carrying  on  the  important  work;  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  for  their  promptness  in  answer  to  inquiries, 
and  the  press  of  the  county  for  their  fairness  in  reporting  the  work 
of  the  schools. 
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WYOMING  COUNTY— Frank    II.  .laivis. 


On  I'c'vit'win.u-  llie  work  of  tlio  past  year,  we  are  thankful  to  find 
some' evidence  of  progress.  INIore  of  our  teachers  are  attending 
school  this  year  than  to  our  knowledge  have,  heretofore. 

This  sign  of  advancement  is  indeed  gratifying.  One  of  the  great- 
est needs  of  our  schools  is  to  have  teachers  with  more  professional 
trai!»ing.  We  believe  that  in  the  not  far  distant  future,  every  young 
man  and  woman,  who  expect  to  engage  in  teaching,  will  be  re- 
quired, by  law,  to  take  some  special  training  before  engaging  in 
this  work.  The  remuneration  for  this  work  now  justifies  in  mak- 
ing this  special  preparation.  With  the  increase  of  salaries  we  may 
hope  to  retain  our  experienced  teachers  and  thus  in  the  course  of 
time,  secure  a  stronger  corps  of  teachers. 

We  have  an  adopted  course  of  professional  reading  and  we  are 
holding  our  teachers  responsible  for  the  careful  study  of  at  least 
a  part  of  the  course.  The  course  includes  standard  Avorks  on  peda- 
gogy and  general  literature.  As  a  result  of  this  course,  we  see 
greater  professional  zeal. 

We  conducted  ten  regular  teachers'  examinations  and  later  six 
special  examinations.  The  latter  were  nearly  all  held  to  secure 
teachers  to  fill  vacancies.  As  a  result  of  our  regular  examinations, 
120  provisional  certificates  and  twelve  professional  certificates  were 
granted,  and  twenty  persons  were  rejected.  For  renewal  of  pro- 
fessional certificates  eleven  persons  were  examined  all  of  whom 
were  successful. 

Twelve  persons  took  the  examination  for  permanent  certificates, 
viz:  Agnes  Rhoades,  Emma  Hufford,  Retta  B.  Darrow,  Florence 
W.  Carpenter,  Oetta  Farr,  Jane  C.  Harvey,  Tracy  R.  Gregory,  James 
Bedford,  Harry  Bedford,  Mabel  Clayton,  Mae  Kiethline,  Margaret 
Miner  and  Clara  Cooke,  all  of  whom  now  hold  permanent  certifi- 
cates. 

In  connection  with  our  county  course  of  study,  six  central  ex- 
aminations v.'ere  held  on  March  2.3.  Fifty-two  pupils  having  been 
recommended  therefor,  were  examined  by  the  committee  of 
teachers  conducting  the  examinations.  Tvs'enty-four  passed  and 
were  recommended  to  take  final  examinations  conducted  by  the 
County  Superintendent,  April  20,  at  the  county  seat.  Nineteen 
reported  for  final,  eighteen  of  whom  passed,  and  received  county 
diplomas. 

9—5—1907 
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In  1905,  we  made  129  perfect  attendance  awards;  in  1906,  143, 
and  in  1907,  we  issued  201  perfect  attendance  certificates  to  persons 
who  had  been  neither  tardy  to  nor  absent  from  school  during  the 
entire  term. 

Parents  should  be  careful  to  secure  habits  of  punctuality,  re- 
quiring OA'ery  thing  to  be  done  at  the  right  time,  as  well  as  in  the 
right  wa}'.  See  to  it  that  their  children  are  sent  punctually  as  well 
as  regularly  to  school.  So  far  as  practicable  keep  your  children 
tidy  and  clean.  Rags  and  a  dirty  face  have  a  terribly  demoralizing 
influence,  slovenly  moral  and  social  habits,  greviously  retard  intel- 
lectual improvement.  Keep  the  conscience  of  children  tender. 
Teach  them  not  only  to  fear  to  do  evil,  but  to  hate  to  do  it.  Make 
their  love  of  truth  deep,  strong  and  abiding.  Furnish  them  with 
high  and  worthy  motives  for  endeavor.  In  no  other  way  will  pa- 
rental co-operation  prove  half  so  effectual  in  the  advancement  of 
education  as  in  these  thus  indicated. 

It  is  vain  to  reply  that  most  parents  are  not  qualified  for  all  this. 
It  is  not  true.  There  is  no  father,  however  humble  his  capacities, 
or  however  limited  his  attainments,  but  can  require  and  insist  upon 
prompt  and  implicit  obedience.  There  is  no  mother,  however 
burdened  with  household  cares,  but  can  teach  her  daughter  the  folly 
as  well  as  the  wickedness  of  uttering  an  untruth.  Parents,  how- 
ever, straightened,  can  form  in  their  children  such  habits  of  obedi- 
ence, of  diligence,  M  probity,  of  cleanliness,  of  sobriety,  as  shall 
thoroughly  equip  them  for  the  battle  of  life,  making  conquest  easy 
and  triumph  complete. 

Friday,  December  6,  was  observed  by  nearly  all  the  schools  of  the 
county  as  "Visitors'  Day."  The  observance  of  "Visitors'  Day"  call 
resulted  in  1,284  visits  from  friends  of  education,  and,  the  influence 
it  had  upon  the  communities  was  for  good. 

A  two-room  school  building,  costing  about  |1,500  was  built  at 
Falls.  An  organ,  with  piano  case,  was  put  in  school  house  at 
Ricketts.  New  desks  were  installed  in  Tunkhannock  High  School, 
Several  school  houses  were  repainted.  New  out  houses  were  built, 
window  shades  purchased  and  several  other  improvements  were 
made  by  boards  of  the  different  districts. 

Some  teachers  held  box  socials  raising  from  |10  to  |20  with 
which  they  purchased  books  both  for  old  and  new  libraries.  Lacey- 
ville  borough  aided  by  their  energetic  principal,  provided  the  best 
class  room  and  show  cases  at  a  cost  of  about  |2o0,  for  their  geogra- 
phical collection  from  The  Philadelphia  Museum,  to  be  found  in  the 
county,  Meshoppen,  Nicholson,  Noxen,  Stull,  Fields,  Brook,  and 
other  schools  have,  through  the  influence  of  our  representative  Hon. 
Moses  Shields,  received  Class-Eoom  Museums. 

In  the  different  libraries  of  the  county  there  is  a  total  of  4,221 
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volumes.  On  the  different  school  grounds,  there  are  623  trees. 
There  were  211  hrst  year  pupils  in  the  schools. 

Much  interest  was  taken  in  the  music  of  Nicholson  borough  and 
of  Meshopi^en  borough  schools,  Miss  Nellie  Mack  was  employed  as 
special  supervisor  of  music  in  Nicholson,  and  Trof.  F.  B.  Hornet,  of 
VVyalusing,  at  Meshoppen. 

Although  it  was  a  new  departure,  before  the  schools  closed  pupils 
and  public  realized,-  more  than  before,  the  worth  of  music  in  the 
schools.  Pupils  entering  into  the  music  with  the  same  interest 
they  do  in  their  other  studies,  wili  always  have  something  pleasing 
for  which  to  be  thankful.  Parents  can  lend  a  helping  hand  by 
strongly  backing  the  directors  and  by  encouraging  the  boys  and 
girls  in  this  commendable  work. 

Some  districts  complied  with  the  high  school  act  of  March  16, 
1905,  by  paying  the  bills  submitted  for  tuition  and  other  districts 
refused.  A  disagreement  among  the  lawyers  on  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  act,  puzzles  some  boards  as  to  their  duty.  Two  cases 
are  booked  for  trial  in  our  next  term  of  county  court.  We  hardly 
think  the  amended  act  will  be  questioned. 

We  placed  ourself  on  record  last  year  as  to  the  value  of  a  high 
school  education.  Those  who  are  so  liberally  aided  by  bequests 
and  endowments  for  the  higher  institutions  of  our  country  may  be 
counted  by  the  hundred,  while  boys  and  girls  who  long  for,  but  can- 
not secure  a  high  school  course,  are  numbered  by  the  thousand. 

Very  few  of  the  townships  have  a  higher  grade  than  the  gram- 
mar school,  and  parents  of  pupils  are  obliged  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  transportation  to  adjacent  high  schools  or  else  consider  their 
education  as  finished.  The  latter  is  the  rule;  the  former  the  ex- 
ception. And  yet  under  the  laws  of  our  Commonwealth  a  partial 
solution  of  the  question  is  provided.  That  is,  centralization  of 
schools  and  transportation  of  pupils. 

Just  here  is  where  the  opportunity  for  the  man  of  great  wealth 
to  aid  the  masses  comes  in.  It  is  the  initial  cost  of  erecting  suitable 
buildings  and  proper  furnishing  that  prevents  many  rural  district 
school  boards  from  adopting  centralization,  which  includes  high 
school  facilities. 

If  some  of  the  philanthropic  men  could  be  induced  to  defray  the 
cost  of  buildings  and  equipments  the  townships  could  not  only 
greatly  improve  teaching  in  lower  grades,  but  could  maintain  a 
high  school  without  extra  taxation.  Indeed,  wherever  centraliza- 
tion of  township  schools  has  been  given  a  fair  trial,  the  expense, 
including  transportation  of  pupils  has  been  slightly  decreased. 

The  gift  of  a  few  thousand  dollars  to  each  of  these  school  dis- 
tricts would  make  it  possible  for  hundreds  of  boys  and  girls,  sons 
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and  daughters  of  our  farmers  and  mechanics  to  have  an  even  chance 
with  tlio  youth  of  the  cities  and  large  towns. 

While  bo  many  millions  are  being  given  to  establish  and  im- 
prove universities  and  colleges,  for  the  beuelit  of  the  few,  cannot 
a  few  thousand  be  contributed  to  start  high  schools  for  the  help  of 
many? 

The  man  of  means  who  aids  in  the  education  of  the  masses  will 
have  thousands  to  "rise  up  and  call  him  blessed." 

If  (he  public  are  indilferent  to  our  public  schools,  it  is  because 
more  absorbing  topics  engage  th(iir  attention,  while  the  educational 
interests  are  not  urgently  and  persistently  presented  to  their  view. 

Eloquence,  however,  the  most;  winning,  and  logic  the  most  con- 
vincing, alike  fall  dead  upon  the  ears  of  those  who  see  nothing  in 
our  most  excellent  system  of  public  schools  but  an  increase  of  the 
rates  of  taxation! 

The  fortieth  annual  session  of  the  County  Teachers'  Institute 
was  held  in  Tunkhannock,  December  10th  to  14th.  The  meeting 
was  by  far  the  greatest  educational  one  of  the  year.  The  evening 
lectures  were  not  above  the  average,  but  the  day  sessions  could 
hardly  have  been  more  helpful.  We  had  planned  to  make  it  one 
of  the  best  ever  held  in  the  county,  and  judging  from  the  kind  and 
encouraging  words,  our  hopes  were  fully  realized,  although  Bishop 

C.  C.  McCabe  and  Dr.  Charles  Eastman  failed  to  make  good  for 
evening  lectures.  The  former  having  had  a  stroke  of  apoplexy  while 
on  his  way  from  Ncav  York  City  to  Tunkhannock  and  the  latter 
missing  railroad  connections. 

The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  Dr. 

D.  J.  Waller,  Prof.  J.  G.  Scorer  and  Hon.  F.  C.  Bowersox.  Vocal 
Soloist,  Miss  Grace  Rallock;  Cornetist,  Prof.  A.  S.  Hibard;  Oon- 
duetor  of  Music,  Prof.  F,  B.  Homet. 

The  evening  course  elicited  much  interest.  Lectures  were  given 
by  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris  and  Prof.  J.  G.  Scorer,  and 
pleasing  entertainments  Avere  given  by  the  Morphet  and  Smith  Com- 
pany, Dr.  Charles  Denison  Kellogg  ("The  Bird  Man"),  Cora  Morris 
Griffin  (The  Virginian)  and  The  American  Jubilee  Singers. 

The  thirteenth  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Associa- 
tion was  held  in  Piatts'  Opera  House,  Tunkhannock,  Wednesda}^, 
December  12.  Ninety-two  directors  were  present  and  all  school  dis- 
tricts of  the  count:y,  except  three,  Avere  represented.  Dr.  Walter 
Kress  gave  the  directors  an  able  address  of  welcome.  N.  A.  Doty, 
of  Mehoopany,  presided  with  dignity  and  executive  ability.  The 
papers  and  discussions  were  full  of  thought  and  helpful  suggestions. 
Dr.  David  J.  Waller  gave  one  lecture  on  "Necessary  Expenditure 
and  Profitable  Investments;"  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  one  on  "Don't  Forget 
the  Best,"  and  Dr.  W.  N.  Ferris,  one  on  "Suggested  Legislation." 
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The  foUowiiij;  (lucstions  wcrc^  discussed:  "iluw  Diroctuis  L'raclice 
False  Ecuiioiiiy;"  "How  Can  We  Iiupi-ove  the  Country  Sehools;" 
"Township  Hi.i;h  Scliools;"'  "Needed  Changes  in  tlie  High  "School 
Act  of  March  IG,  llH)r)."  A  full  and  interesting  report  of  delegate 
to  State  School  Directors'  Association  was  made  by  A.  (1.  Overfield, 
of  Black  Walnut.  T.  I^wis  Sturdevaut,  of  Meshoppen  was  elected 
s(?cretary. 

The  angel  of  death,  entered  Ihe  school  directors  ranks  claiming 
John  W.  ^A'rigley,  of  Lemon  township.  Brother  Wrigley  was  a 
straight  forward  citizen.  He  was  especially  characterized  by  all 
who  knew  him  well  as  having  to  a  marked  degree,  the  disposition 
to  act  in  all  school  matters  in  strict  conformity  to  the  courage  of 
his  convictions.  He  never  carried  water  on  both  shoulders  at  the 
same  time.  His  funeral  was  largely  attended;  his  remains  were 
laid  away  to  rest  in  the  cemetery  at  Factoryville.  His  magnanimous 
traits  for  good  will  long  be  remembered.  He  has  gone  to  meet  his 
reward  from  his  God.     But  a  little  while  and  we  too  must  follow. 

The  year  closed,  marks  another  mile  stone  in  the  history  of  educa- 
tion in  this  county.  Thus  as  geneiations  in  theii-  course  decay, 
so  come  and  go  the  cycles  of  time.  We  hope  to  succeed  in  perpe- 
tuating the  acknowledged  high  standard  in  the  educational  work 
of  Wyoming  county  thereby  confornjing  to,  and  helping  along,  our 
State's  fine  system  of  ]>ub]ic  schools.  We  can  do  this  only  ^^'ith  the 
liel])  of  the  jmst  forces  which  we  liavL'  had.  In  this  connection  and 
in  conclusion,  I  most  aj)preciatively  acknowledge  aid  from  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  teachers,  patrons,  pupils  and  di- 
rectors. 


YORK  COUNTY— Charles  W.  Stine. 


It  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  directors  have  manifested 
toward  me  the  best  fiicndship,  and  have  generally  sei^med  willing 
to  co-operate  with  me  in  measures  calculated  to  improve  the  schools. 

They  deserve  great  credit  for  what  they  have  done,  and  are  still 
doing,  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  schools. 

We  are  slowly  but  surely  getting  vid  of  our  non-progressive 
teachers. 

Salaries  were  materially  increased  during  the  year,  and  by  this 
means  the  very  best  teachers  were  retained.  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of  the  majority  of  our  teachers. 

They  read  educational  papers,  are  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  in  the  school  room,  are  earnest  workers  at  the  district 
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and  annual  institutes,  and  ever  ready  to  aid  in  any  undertaking  that 
gives  promise  of  good  to  the  schools. 

Examinations  were  held  during  the  year.  I  adopted  a  combina- 
tion of  the  oral  and  written  methods,  believing  such  to  be  the  means 
of  economizing  time,  and  more  accurately  measuring  the  qualifica- 
tions of  teachers. 

The  directors  generally  met  in  an  official  capacity  to  judge  the  fit- 
ness of  candidates. 

A  good  number  of  citizens  attended  man}'  of  the  examinations, 
which  added  much  to  the  interest. 

The  rural  schools  have  by  no  means  kept  pace  with  those  in  the 
towns  in  advancement. 

One  of  the  disadvantages  of  country  life  is  the  lack  of  the  best 
school  facilities. 

The  rural  school  problem  has  been  a  difficult  one  for  educators  to 
solve,  but  the  consolidation  idea  seems  to  present  the  solution. 

The  chief  advantages  to  be  gained  by  consolidation  are  first,  bet- 
ter teachers;  second,  a  reduction  of  the  cost  of  education  per  capita; 
third,  a  better  classification  of  pupils,  which  is  of  advantage  to  both 
the  teachers  and  pupils;  fourth,  easier  supervision  on  the  part  of 
the  county  superintendent,  as  the  numbers  of  schools  in  a  county 
is  vastly  decreased;  fifth,  larger  enrollment,  larger  daily  attend- 
ance, and  far  greater  punctuality,  as  all  children  are  brought  in  by 
the  transportation  wagons;  sixth,  larger  classes,  more  competition, 
and  greater  interest  and  enthusiasm  among  pupils;  seventh,  better 
school  buildings,  well  ventilated  and  heated,  and  far  better  equip- 
ment; eighth,  a  short  high  school  course. 

It  will  aid  in  stopping  the  rush  from  the  farms  to  the  cities,  for 
theret  will  no  longer  be  the  incentive. to  move  to  town  to  secure 
ample  educational  facilities — and  when  the  boy  and  girl  once  gets 
a  taste  of  city  life  the  farm  often  becomes  distasteful  to  them. 

And  as  a  common  district  school  adds  to  the  value  of  every  farm 
within  the  scope  of  its  influence,  so  the  consolidated  school  will  add 
a  still  greater  amount  to  the  value  of  every  farm  within  a  much 
larger  radius. 

There  were  15  local  institutes  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county 
during  the  year. 

The  exercises  consisted  principally  of  class  drills  in  the  common 
branches,  and  discussions  upon  important  questions,  relating  di- 
rectly to  the  interest  of  the  common  schools.  They  were  well  at- 
tended by  citizens  and  directors.  Most  of  the  teachers  labored 
earnestly  and  faithfully  to  make  them  profitable  and  practical,  for 
which  they  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 

District  institutes  were  held  monthly  in  nearly  every  district  in 
the  county. 
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These  meetings  were  successful  in  awakening  an  interest  among 
the  people  and  were  well  received. 

The  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  November  26,  27,  28,  29, 
30,  1906. 

The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeller,  Dr.  S.  D, 
Fess,  Autioch  College,  Ohio;  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green,  West  Chester, 
Pa.;  Dr.  George  P.  Bible,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Miss  Bertha  C.  Palmer, 
York,  Pa.;  Dr.  E.  O.  Lyte,  Millersville,  Pa.;  Dr.  G.  M.  D.  Eckels, 
Shippeusburg,  Pa;  Prof.  E.  B.  Bailey,  Logansville,  Pa. 

The  program  for  the  evening  sessions  comprised  a  lecture  by  Dr. 
S.  D.  Fess,  on  Monday;  The  Hawthorne  Musical  Club,  on  Tuesday; 
The  William  Owen  Shakespearean  Company,  on  Wednesday;  The 
Flojds-Magicians,  on  Thursday;  The  Musical  Five,  on  Friday. 

The  enrollment  numbered  676. 

The  entertainments  and  lectures  were  of  the  highest  order. 

The  Directors'  Association  met  in  January.  Two  hundred  and 
forty-nine  were  present. 

There  have  been  five  school  houses  built  during  the  year.  These 
are  good  houses,  substantially  built,  with  good  light  and  good  fur- 
niture. 

Visits. — It  has  been  my  object  to  visit  all  the  schools,  and  some 
were  visited  two  and  three  times,  according  to  circumstances.  I 
made  in  all  606  visits  to  schools. 

I  observed  some  improvement  in  the  methods  of  instruction  and 
also  in  the  management  and  government  of  the  schools. 

I  was  frequently  accompanied  by  directors,  which  added  much  in- 
terest to  the  visitations. 

It  has  been  my  desire,  in  visiting  the  schools,  to  ascertain  the 
classifications  and  government  of  the  same;  and  when  necessary,  to 
offer  suggestions  for  their  improvement,  and  by  passing  among  the 
scholars,  seeing  their  advancement,  manner  of  working,  testing 
their  knowledge,  making  a  short  address  in  every  school,  commend- 
ing what  was  to  be  admired,  stating  where  there  might  be  an  im- 
provement, and  seldom  speaking  disparagingly. 

Directors  and  citizens  could  do  much  for  the  advancement  of  the 
schools  by  frequent  visitations. 

They  would  cheer  the  pupils  on  to  new  achievements  in  their 
march  of  progress. 

Considerable  attention  was  paid  to  the  important  out-buildings, 
and  a  respectable  number  of  new  ones  erected,  yet  there  are  quite 
a  number  of  these  buildings  needed  in  the  county,  and  many  more 
need  considerably  more  care  and  attention.  I  have  labored  to  ef- 
fect it,  but  have  only  succeeded  partially. 

I  take  pleasure  in  expressing  my  heart-felt  thanks  to  directors 
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and  eitizeus,  for  the  mauy  kindnesses  received  at  their  hands,  while 
attempting  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  oftice. 

Our  thanlvs  are  here  tendered  to  the  editors  of  the  different  county 
papers,  for  the  interest  manifested  in  the  cause  of  education,  and 
tlie  gratuitious  publication  of  all  items  of  general  i^iterest  to  the 
people  of  the  county;  to  the  Department  for  counsel  and  assistance. 

I  close  this  report,  hoping  that  the  coming  year  may  be  produc- 
tive of  more  striking  manifestations  of  improvement  than  the  one 
just  closed. 
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REPORTS 


City  and  Borougli  Superiiitciidents. 


ALLEGHENY— John  Morrow. 


The  Allegheny  schools  closed  a  successful  year's  work.  The  high 
waters  interferred  to  some  extent  with  the  schools  near  the  Alle- 
gheny and  Ohio  rivers.  The  main  building  of  the  Fifth  ward  school 
was  totally  destroyed  by  fire.  These  disturbances,  however,  were 
onl}'  temporar3^  We  gained  several  kindergartens  during  the  year 
and  have  added  several  manual  training  schools  to  our  list.  There 
are  now  in  operation  twenty-two  kindergartens  with  forty-four 
teachers.  The  average  enrollment  for  the  year  in  the  kindergartens 
was  1,142.  In  the  industrial  department  we  have  the  work  in  the 
high  school  and  in  eleven  of  the  fifteen  wards,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  thirty  special  teachers,  thirteen  males  and  seventeen  fe- 
males. The  new  buildings  in  the  Twelfth  ward,  one  on  East  street 
and  one  on  Henderson  Hill,  are  finished  and  are  a  credit  to  the 
people  of  the  ward. 

The  Tenth  ward  board  has  in  progress  a  new  building  which  will 
contain  all  the  modern  improvements,  manual  training  and  kinder- 
garten departments,  with  a  swimming  pool  attached. 

Our  school  buildings  throughout  the  city  are  modern  in  every  re- 
spect and  up  to  any  in  the  country. 


ALLENTOWN— Francis  D.  Raub. 


I  hereby  submit  report  of  the  schools  of  this  city  for  the  school 
year  ending  June  30,  1907: 

The  year  just  passed  was  spent,  in  part,  by  the  board  wrestling 
Vv'ith  the  proposition  of  property  accommodating  the  school  popula- 
tion of  the  city.    During  the  past  year  four  rooms  were  added  to  the 
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Franklin  building,  making  it  a  twelve  room  building,  thus  tempor- 
arily accommodating  the  pupils  of  that  section.  The  annex  to  this 
building  was  not  completed  until  some  months  after  September,  and 
half  day  sessions  were  held  thus  affording  school  privileges  to  all. 

A  room  was  rented  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  city,  and  at 
this  time  an  annex  is  under  construction  in  this  section,  but  at  the 
same  time  this  addition  will  not  be  completed  until  January  of  next 
year  and  the  pupils  until  then  must  be  accommodated  in  the  best 
manner  possible. 

The  board  passed  a  resolution,  that  the  number  of  pupils  in  any 
one  room  shall  be  limited  to  forty,  but  until  sufficient  number  of 
rooms  are  provided  it  Avill  be  impossible  to  comply  therewith.  The 
old  portions  of  the  city  have  sufficient  accommodations  and  to  spare, 
but  (he  newer  portions  require  constant  attention. 

We  issued  employipent  certificates  up  to  June  first,  when  we  were 
informed  the  matter  was  again  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  magis- 
trates. Considerable  time  and  patience  was  spent  in  attending  to 
this  work,  but  at  the  same  time  the  school  department  of  a  munici- 
pality is  in  possession  of  data  which  is  properly  required  to  issue 
such  certificates,  and  under  ordinary  conditions  is  in  a  position  to 
-  intelligently  certify  to  the  same.  If  in  future,  legislation  could  be 
enacted  that  would  permit  pupils  to  be  employed  during  vacation, 
it  would  be  to  the  advantage  and  welfare  of  such. 

A  four  year's  High  School  course  was  adopted  and  established, 
thus  adding  an  additional  year  to  the  course  and  retaining  the  eight 
grades  below  the  High  School.  A  new  building  for  the  High  School 
is  essential  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  project  under  consideration, 
and  having  this  end  in  view  may  take  definite  shape  in  the  near 
future. 

The  salary  question  has  been  under  consideration,  and  an  increase 
will  be  given  to  all  the  coming  year,  but  particularly  to  the  teachers 
of  the  higher  grades,  who  have  not  received  the  salary  paid  in  the 
grades,  in  cities  the  size  of  ours. 

By  request,  evening  schools  were  established  in  two  different  parts 
of  the  city;  an  ungraded  school  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  city, 
and  a  commercial  school  in  the  High  School  building.  Many  pupils 
in  these  schools,  appreciate  the  privilege  afforded  them  still  a  greater 
number  view  the  matter"  indifferently,  and  receive  very  little  bene- 
fit. The  class  of  pupils  attending  these  schools  differs  materially 
from  the  day  pupils,  since  in  their  case,  being  employed  during  the 
day,  and  being  physically  tired,  a  greater  effort  to  apply  themselves 
to  school  work  is  required. 

And  now  in  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for 
courtesies  extended  in  the  past. 
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ALTOONA— H.  J.  Wightman. 


1  am  glad  to  report  the  school  year  just  closed  a  most  successful 
one  in  educational  progress  in  Altoona.  One  of  the  most  important 
events  has  been  the  adoption  of  a  salary  schedule  based  upon  merit 
for  all  grade  teachers.  This  takes  into  consideration  the  growth  of 
teachers  as  well  as  the  training  for  teaching  and  experience;  but 
it  makes  actual  results  the  prominent  point.  Both  superintendent 
and  principal  give  independent  ratings  of  teachers,  from  the  aver- 
age of  which  their  rank  is  determined.  The  rank,  experience,  and 
education  determine  whether  salary  shall  be  maximum,  medium, 
or  minimum.  The  schedule  makes  an  advance  of  about  10  per  cent. 
in  salaries. 

The  year  has  seen  the  completion  and  dedication  of  a  new  High 
School  building.  The  dedication  exercises  were  held  on  March  22d 
with  the  following  program: 

7.30  to  8,  Music  by  High  School  Orchestra. 
Music — Damascus  (Triumphal  March) — Costa,  High  School  Chorus. 

Invocation, Rev.  Dr.  J.  E.  Irvine. 

Financial  Statement, H.  R.  Earlenbaugh, 

President  Board  of  Education. 

Brief  History  of  the  High  School,  Prin.  G.  D.  Robb. 

Solo — Selected, Miss  Katherine  Ramey. 

The  Trend  of  High  Schools,  Supt.  H.  J.  Wightman. 

Address,   Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 

State  Supt.  Public  Instruction. 

Solo — Selected   Mr.  Walter  McEldowney. 

Inspection  of  Building. 

The  equipment  of  the  shops  and  industrial  department  furnished 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Co.,  is  generally  looked  upon  as  being 
as  nearly  ideal  as  can  be  secured.  Every  machine  represents  the 
most  approved  principles  of  construction  known  today. 

One  year  of  work  of  the  Central  Grammar  School,  where  all  Sth 
year  pupils  from  the  whole  city  have  been  assembled,  has  closed 
with  such  results  as  to  show  the  plan  admirably  suited  to, a  city 
under  our  conditions.  A  much  smaller  number  of  pupils  have  left 
school  from  the  Sth  grade  than  in  former  years  and  about  seventy- 
five  more  pupils  enter  High  School  than  last  year.  There  pupils 
under  the  departmental  work  supervised  by  the  heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  High  School  are  better  prepared  for  High  School  work 
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than  were  pupils  formerly.  A  little  more  than  one  hundred  more 
pupils  have  been  eorolled  for  the  Central  Grammar  than  during  the 
past  year,  which  alone  speaks  for  the  public  appreciation  of  its  work. 

I  have  realized  for  some  time  that  the  city  had  many  children  of 
school  age  not  reported  by  the  assessors.  During  the  year,  8698 
different  pupils  have  been  in  attendance  in  the  public  schools,  1886 
have  attended  the  parochial  schools,  over  550  labor  certificates  have 
been  issued.  This  gives  a  total  of  11129.  The  assessors  reported 
8071.  The  Board  of  Education  has  just  completed  a  census  of  the 
school  children  of  the  city  which  shows  4538  boys,  4814  girls,  total 
9352.  This  census  was  taken  chiefly  by  the  principals  of  the  Ward 
schools  who  knew  their  districts  and  Avhose  house  to  house  visits 
have  been  decidedly  beneficial  to  the  schools  in  many  ways. 

The  breaking  of  the  Institute  into  sections  has  enabled  us  to 
secure  during  the  year,  several  prominent  speakers  who  could  not 
have  been  obtained  under  the  former  plan.  Next  year,  we  continue 
the  broken  session.  We  also  continue  the  plan  of  having  two  days 
of  round  table  discussions  at  the  opening  of  school  when  many 
teachers  take  part  and  all  come  to  better  understand  the  actual 
work  and  problems  in  our  city. 

During  the  year,  the  new  course  of  study  was  printed  in  definite 
form,  after  having  been  put  to  an  experimental  test  for  one  year. 
The  teachers  were  organized  into  Committees.  Each  committee 
studied  thoroughly  one  line  of  work  and  made  reports  which  were 
of  great  value  in  making  the  final  draft  of  the  course.  The  Mechan- 
ics' Library  aided  greatly  by  purchasing  a  large  number  of  books 
for  the  use  of  the  teachers,  and  by  fitting  up  a  room  in  the  Library 
for  the  especial  use  of  the  teachers.  The  Library  has  also  aided 
the  schools  by  putting  into  the  hands  of  the  Superintendent  125  free 
tickets  for  school  use.  This  has  enabled  the  schools  to  have  in  hand 
constantly  in  the  schools  for  reference  250  volumes  which  could  be 
exchanged  as  often  as  desired. 

The  ungraded  classes  established  for  moral  delinquents,  defectives 
and  children,  too  old  for  the  grades  who  were  unable  to  speak 
English,  have  been  so  successful  as  to  be  continued.  These  pupils 
will  next  year  be  assembled  in  buildings  where  there  are  Manual 
Training  centers  and  be  put  under  the  single  long  session. 

At  the  February  election,  the  people  voted  a  bond  issue  of  |210,000 
for  new  buildings  and  the  purchase  of  ground. 
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ARCHBALD— Wni.  A.  Kelly. 


Tlie  sliool  yea  I'  of  lOOG-07  was  a  most  svu-cossfnl  one  in  our  schools. 
Tcacliers  assigned  to  duty  in  the  new  High  tSehool  tried  to  outdo 
all  former  efforts  in  professional  work.  Teachers  of  the  four  other 
buildings  of  the  district  did  very  creditable  work,  making  it  a  real 
pleasure  to  those  interested  in  education. 

During  the  year  the  School  Board  purchased  one  teacher's  desk, 
six  school  room  chairs  and  one  doz<?n  chairs  for  the  office  in  the 
high  school  building  which  is  also  used  as  a,  Directors'  room. 

Prof.  John  Moran  has  charge  of  the  High  School  and  under  his 
able  direction  it  is  fast  coming  to  the  front  as  one  of  the  leading 
High  Schools  of  the  County.  A  Teachers'  Professional  Class  was 
conducted  by  the  Superintendent  every  Saturday  A.  M.  from  Jan- 
uary to  the  close  of  the  term.  The  results  were  very  satisfactory. 
Eight  applied  for  Provisional  Certificates  and  one  was  rejected. 


ASHLAND— Wm.  C.  Estler. 


Ashland  was  incorporated  as  a  borough  in  the  year  1857.  The 
first  Board  meeting  was  held  in  the  office  of  Conner  &  Patterson  of 
that  year.  We  closed  our  .schools  with  exercises  befitting  the  cele- 
bration of  our  50th  anniversary. 

The  thirtieth  commencement  was  held  in  the  Opera  House,  Wed- 
nesday evening,  June  5th.  There  were  seventeen  in  the  class,  eight 
boys  and  nine  girls.  The  part  of  the  program  that  appealed 
strongly  to  the  audience  was  the  history  of  all  the  graduates  up  to 
and  including  the  class  of  1894.  The  length  of  the  program  prevent- 
ed giving  the  history  of  the  other  classes.  Suffice  it  to  say,  we  are 
extremely  proud  of  our  High  school  graduates. 

Mining  of  coal  has  seriously  affected  the  first  building  erected  for 
school  purposes  after  becoming  a  borough.  It  is  possible  that  the 
building  will  be  condemned  this  summer. 

The  month  of  April  bi-oiight  sorrow  into  two  homes.  A  bright 
girl  pupil  of  the  High  School  shortly  after  leaving  the  building  after 
4  o'clock  on  a  Tuesday,  was  run  down  by  a  passenger  train  on  the 
Reading  road  and  so  badlv  mangled  that  she  was  buried  without  her 
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mother  seeing  her.  A  fine  boy  pupil  of  the  ''A"  class  of  the  Gram- 
mar School  in  some  unaccountable  way  was  shot  to  death  in  his 
bed  room  a  couple  of  hours  after  reaching  home  from  the  afternoon 
session  of  school. 

The  directors  took  the  usual  interest  in  the  schools  by  visiting  reg- 
ularly during  the  past  term. 


BANGOE  BOROUGH— J.  W.  Gruver. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  progress,  although  the 
work  was  somewhat  retarded  on  account  of  the  new  building,  men- 
tioned in  our  last  report,  not  being  completed.  This  caused  the 
necessity  of  placing  two  teachers  ii^to  one  room  and  another  teacher 
into  the  basement  of  one  of  our  churches. 

Our  schools  opened  August  27,  for  a  term  of  nine  months,  and 
closed  May  29.  Our  graduating  class  numbered  eighteen — seven 
boys  and  eleven  girls.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,024. 
Twenty-three  teachers  were  employed.  The  percentage  of  attend- 
ance was  92  per  cent.,  which  was  lowered  during  the  year  by  the 
prevalence  of  children's  diseases.  Fifty-nine  pupils  were  promoted 
to  the  High  School  from  the  Grammar  grades — the  standard  of  pro- 
motion being  a  general  average  of  75  per  cent. 

The  new  building,  consisting  of  four  rooms,  located  in  the  Fourth 
Ward,  has  been  completed  and  will  be  ready  to  be  occupied  at  the 
opening  of  our  schools  on  September  3.  This  building  has  all  the 
latest  improvements,  and  its  sanitary  arrangements  are  the  latest 
and  best,  making  it  the  finest  building  in  our  borough. 

Our  board  of  directors,  consisting  of  twelve  men,  all  alive  to  their 
duties,  are  striving  to  do  their  part  in  raising  the  standard  of  our 
schools.  They  believe  in  plenty  of  school  room  and  not  too  many 
pupils  to  each  teacher.  With  the  support  of  this  progressive  board, 
the  course  of  study  in  our  High  School  is  to  be  extended  to  four 
years,  that  the  boys  and  girls  may  enter  college,  fully  prepared,  from 
the  High  School,  and  others  enter  the  offices  of  our  business  men, 
prepared  for  work  along  that  line. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this,  more  room  was  needed,  and  it  was 
planned  to  remodel  our  High  School  building  by  annexing  four  new 
rooms,  which  with  the  eight  rooms  already  occupied,  will  give  us  .a 
twelve  room  building.  This  building  will  be  used  exclusively  for 
the  High  School  and  Grammar  Grades.  The  addition  is  to  consist 
of  a  suitable  room  for  a  physical  laboratory  that  science  work  may 
be  done  in  a  modern  way.     A  complete  commercial  course  is  also 
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to  be  established  and  placed  in  one  of  the  rooms.  Steps  have  also 
been  taken  for  improvements  to  all  the  other  school  buildings,  for 
which  the  contract  has  already  been  let. 

Our  teachers  in  general  have  shown  their  willingness  to  engage 
in  any  study  that  might  give  them  better  training  in  the  art  of 
teaching  and  in  strengthening  the  character  of  their  pupils.  For 
this  purpose,  they  met  two  times  monthly  for  study  aud  improve- 
ment, using  McMurry's  "The  Method  of  the  Recitation." 

We  also  had  a  series  of  University  extension  lectures  by  Prof. 
Linglebach  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  which  proved  very 
interesting  and  we  hope  profitable. 

Preparations  had  been  made  to  observe  Spring  Arbor  Day  pub- 
licly by  planting  several  trees  on  the  High  School  lawn,  where  the 
pupils  of  all  the  schools  were  to  assemble  and  take  part  in  the  prog- 
ram. But,  on  account  of  a  snow  storm  prevailing,  the  day  was 
observed  with  suitable  programs  in  all  the  rooms. 

The  Compulsory  Attendance  and  Vaccination  Laws  have  caused  us 
some  trouble  during  the  year.  Many  of  our  best  people  are  opposed 
to  the  Compulsory  Vaccination  Law,  while  many  parents  place 
dollars  and  cents  above  educational  advantages  and  try  to  get  their 
children  out  of  school  and  place  them  into  the  mills,  even  before 
they  have  reached  the  required  age,  by  false  statements  as  to  the 
nges  of  their  children.  We  have  been  trying  to  inculcate  into  the 
minds  of  our  people  a  desire  for  a  better  education  for  their  child- 
ren, and  we  hope  that  the  seed  sown  may  bring  forth  much  fruit. 


BEAVER  FALLS— Edward  Maguire. 


For  the  fifth  time  it  becomes  my  duty  and  pleasure  to  submit  to 
you  a  report  of  the  condition  of  our  schools.  In  this  I  wish  to 
include  everything  which  is  necessary  to  put  clearly  before  you  what 
has  been  done  during  the  past  year  and  the  status  of  school  matters 
at  the  present  time. 

The  matter  of  attendance  naturally  claims  attention  first.  The 
inclement  and  changeable  weather  of  the  wiater  and  the  cold  spring 
have  had  their  usual  effect  in  keeping  down  attendance.  Typhoid 
fever,  throat  troubles,  and  measles  have  been  quite  prevalent,  and 
have  kept  some  pupils  out  for  long  periods.  Other  diseases  have 
contributed  their  share  in  a  lesser  decree. 

But  the  greatest  hindrance  to  good  attendance  has  been  the  status 
of  the  Child  Labor  Law  and  the  uncertain  and  peculiar  attitude  of 
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the  Department  of  Factory  Inspection.  In  substance,  we  have  been 
told  (a)  that  a  decision  of  the  courts  made  any  certificate  unneces- 
sary, (b)  that  an  affidavit  alone  was  sufficient,  (c)  that  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  employer  it  would  be  better  to  require  certificates.  Cer- 
tificate blanks  were  prepared  and  sent  to  school  officers,  and  later 
circular  letters,  peculiarly  worded,  a-s  follows:  "The  right  of  this 
department  to  prepare  employment  certificates  and  the  right  of 
teachers  and  school  superintendents  to  issue  employment  certifi- 
cates was  not  debated."  "This  certificate  is  a  real  benefit  to  the 
children  and  is  a  protection  to  all  employers  of  children  who  might 
otherwise  be  imposed  upon."  "The  department  will  not  insist  upon 
teachers  or  superintendents  issuing  employment  certificates  nor  will 
it  compel  employers  of  children  to  obtain  certificates."  So  far  as  I 
am  aware,  no  official  of  the  Department  of  Factory  Inspection  has 
disturbed  any  child  in  Beaver  Falls^  working  under  any  circum- 
stances or  at  any  age.  Whether  conditions  will  be  better  next  year 
is  still  uncertain. 

The  total  enrollment  this  year  is  somewhat  less  than  last  year, 
due  to  the  lack  of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  school  authorities  to 
reach  all  who  should  be  enrolled.  On  the  other  hand  the  enroll- 
ment for  the  different  months  is  well  up  to  the  average  of  the  past 
five  years,  and  the  percentage  of  attendance  has  been  equalled  only 
twice  in  the  history  of  our  schools. 

The  year  has  been,  from  an  educational  standpoint,  a  satisfactory 
one.  Most  pupils  are  in  school  for  work  and  apply  themselves 
steadily  throughout  the  year.  They  liave  no  trouble  in  attaining 
promotion,  provided,  of  cour.se,  th;it  nothing  prevents  regular 
attendance. 

In  the  matter  of  grading,  the  point  has  been  reached  where  a 
ninth  year  is  unnecessary.  This  is  not  a  new  proposition.  The 
change  was  begun  five  years  ago,  and  gradually  the  lower  grades 
have  gained  until  this  year,  in  the  branches  essential  to  high  school 
Xjreparation,  the  pupils  of  the  eighth  grade,  division  A,  passed  the 
same  examinations  as  grade  nine,  and  were  promoted  to  the  high 
school.  This  means  of  course  that  the  future  eighth  grade  is  sub- 
stantially equivalent  to  the  former  ninth  grade  and  the  present 
seventh  grade  to  ihe  former  eighth.  The  teachers  of  these  grades 
will  be  put  upon  a  corresponding  footing, that  is  to  say,  seventh  and 
eiglitli  grade  teachers  will  receive  the  salaries  formerly  paid  eighth 
and  ninth  grade  teachers.  This  saving  of  a  year  in  the  preparatory 
period  of  the  life  of  pupils  is  already  encouraging  more  of  them  to 
complete  the  course  of  study  and  to  become  better  fitted  for  life's 
work. 

The  demand  for  kindergarten  work  is  growing  upon  us.  Useful 
for  all  children,  the  preparatory  training  which  it  gives  is  particu- 


No.  5.  BEAVER   FALLS.  145 

liU'ly  vnhiablc  to  cliildrcii  of  forci}.!,!!  iiarcnla^c  and  others  wliose 
home  traiiiiiij;"  is  not  of  the  best. 

It  is  a  j^enuinc  j)leasui'e  (o  nic  to  report  tliat  our  leaehers  aro 
bofoininy;  stronj^i'i-  and  more  successful  oveiy  yi'ai-.  Tliis  year  we 
have  fewer  weak  places  than  before.  On  every  hand  the  disposition 
seems  to  be  that  the  teacher  holds  her  place  in  the  schools  because 
she  endeavors  to  do  her  best  for  the  children,  for  whom  the  schools 
exist.  Ill  other  words,  efticiency  is  cominj^-  to  be  the  ground  upon 
which  most  teachers  ask  for  re-electiou.  This  is  and  ouj^ht  to  be 
the  only  ground  for  the  retention  or  election  of  any  teacher.  Faith- 
ful and  efficient  service  can  only  be  determined  by  careful  and  intel- 
ligent observation  of  work,  Avhile  it  is  being  done,  and  knowledge  of 
results.  Hearsay,  personal  likes  and  dislikes,  individual  complaints, 
should  not  be  determining  factors.  Teachers  of  known  efficiency 
should  not  be  in  constant  jeopardy  as  to  their  positions,  but  should 
be  elected  for  the  longest  terms  the  law  allow^s  and  retained  as  long 
as  they  remain  efficient. 

A  favorable  sign  of  progress  is  the  quantity  of  professional  read- 
ing our  teachers  have  done  this  year.  No  one  book  was  prescribed, 
but  several  were  recommended.  Most  teachers  read  several  books, 
and  the  same  book  was  sometimes  read  by  as  many  as  a  dozen  teach- 
ers. Forty-six  different  books  were  studies.  Their  quality  is  shown 
by  naming  a  few  of  them:  McMurry,  ''The  Method  of  Recitation," 
and  "Elements  of  General  Method;"  Hamilton,  "The  Recitation;" 
James,  "Talks  to  Teachers;"  Bryant,  "How  to  Tell  Stories  to  Child- 
ren;" Sabin,  "Common  Sense  Didactics;"  Hall,  "Adolescence;" 
White,  "Art  of  Teaching"  and  "Elements  of  Pedagogy;"  Dewey, 
"The  School  and  Society;"  De  Garmo,  "Interest  in  Education;" 
Butler,  "The  Meaning  of  Education;"  Harrison,  "Study  of  Child 
Nature;"  Oppenheim,  "Development  of  the  Child."  Nearly  every 
teacher  takes  some  educational  magazine,  sixteen  different  ones 
are  taken,  and  those  taken  at  the  Carnegie  library  are  much  used. 

The  superintendent  has  made  313  inspections  of  rooms  while  in 
session,  and  many  others  for  the  inspection  of  building,  furniture, 
books,  etc.  He  has  held  93  grade  and  general  meetings  of  teachers 
and  a  great  number  of  special  consultations,  for  explanation,  assis- 
tance, and  direction.  He  has  attended  the  county  institute,  the 
meeting  of  the  State  Association  of  Superintendents,  meetings  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Schoolmasters'  Club,  and  various  local  meetings. 
This  being  purely  professional  w^ork  is  mentioned  here.  No  special 
statement  is  made  as  to  general  administrative  and  clerical  work. 

The  high  school  has  flourished  this  year.  All  that  was  predicted 
for  it  last  year  has  been  amply  verified.  The  students  have  showm 
their  ability  to  do  the  work  with  a  very  small  percentage  of  fail- 
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ures,  iu  fact,  with  no  total  failures.  This  shows  good  preparation  at 
entrance,  good  application,  and  good  teaching.  The  registration 
was  117,  most  of  w^hom  wall  remain  next  year,  only  nine  having  gone 
out  by  graduation.  Nearly  sixty  are  ready  to  enter.  It  is  easy  to 
see  that  next  year  Beaver  Falls  will  have  the  largest  high  school  in 
its  history. 

The  tendency  to  drop  out  during  the  course  has  been  greatly 
reduced.  The  various  organizations,  literary,  athletic,  and  musical, 
along  with  a  complete  high  school  course,  make  it  a  more  attractive 
place  for  young  people  than  formerly.  What  it  lacks  still  is  oppor- 
tunity to  prepare  students  along  more  lines.  Business,  the  train- 
ing of  teachers  after  graduation,  and  some  manual  training  and 
domestic  science  are  much  needed  in  our  town.  They  must  be  pro- 
vided for,  or  we  shall  fall  short  in  our  duty.  More  room  will  be 
needed  next  year  without  adding  any  new  work  and  another  teacher. 
Am'thing  that  can  be  done  will  be  a  good  investment,  as  statistics 
show  that  a  high  school  graduate  has  about  eight  times  as  many 
chances  of  success  in  life  as  one  w^ho  stops  school  earlier.  Oppor- 
tunity of  the  kind  mentioned  is  all  that  is  lacking  to  build  up  the 
school  to  its  normal  size,  2.50  to  300  students. 

We  have  special  teachers  of  music  and  drawing.  Each  special 
teacher  gives  two  lessons  a  week  in  each  room,  besides  directing  the 
work  of  the  other  three  days  and  assisting  the  regular  teachers. 
This  is  heavy  w^ork,  but  I  am  glad  to  note  that  the  greater  efficiency 
which  comes  from  the  experience  the  regular  teachers  are  gaining 
in  these  branches,  aids  materially. 

One  of  the  projects  of  the  year  was  the  erection  of  a  new  building 
for  the  high  school  and  for  the  grammar  grades.  A  proposition  to 
build  passed  the  board  unanimously.  It  was  then  decided  to  submit 
to  the  people  the  matler  'of  a  bond  issue.  This,  coming  with  a  pro- 
posal to  bond  for  sewers,  was  defeated.  A  majority  of  the  board 
then  decided  to  issue  bonds  up  to  the  limit  and  then  levy  a  special 
tax  to  pay  the  remainder.  Plans  were  secured,  and  the  bond  issue 
advertised,  when  four  taxpayers  who  have  no  particular  interest  in 
schools  secured  a  temporary  injunction,  which  injunction  was  sus- 
tained by  Judge  Holt,  after  a  preliminary  hearing. 

This  wiU  probably  check  progress  for  some  time,  but  it  can  be 
only  a  check  for  the  best  citizens  will  not  submit  always  to  a  few  to 
whom  the  public  good  is  of  no  consequence.  This  is  an  instance 
which  proves  the  necessity  of  close  state  supervision  of  schools. 
There  should  be  power  somewhere  to  condemn  buildings  long  anti- 
quated, unsanitary  and  otherwise  unfit  for  use. 

The  annual  exhibition  of  school  work  was  held  this  year  on  the 
afternoon  of  April  fifth.  Instead  of  being  brought  together  at  the 
Library  each  room  held  the  exhibits  of  its  pupils.     This  permitted 
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a  much  more  complete  exhibition  and  a  much  better  opportunity 
to  display  the  various  kinds  of  work.  Nothing  was  omitted,  that 
is,  specimens  of  all  the  work  of  all  the  pupils  were  shown.  The 
pupils  were  not  present,  and  each  teacher  devoted  her  time  to  the 
parents  and  other  visitors,  about  SUO  being  in  attendance.  They 
showed  great  interest  and  made  many  complimentary  remarks. 

In  connection  with  their  studies,  pupils  have  done  much  reading, 
the  circulation  of  the  books  in  the  room  libraries  amounting  to 
17,3G4  volumes.  No  additions  to  the  room  libraries  were  made  this 
year. 

The  flexibility  of  our  promotion  system  has  made  possible  forty- 
one  special  promotions  this  year.  Only  three  "trial  pupils"  were 
put  back. 

Nature  work  in  connection  with  geography  and  other  studies  con- 
tinues to  make  them  more  real  and  alive.  Seeds  for  home  planting 
were  again  distributed,  and  an  exhibition  of  flowers  and  vegetables 
grown  by  the  pupils  will  be  held  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  term. 

Parents  made  493  visits  this  year,  exclusive  of  visits  on  special 
occasions  when  regular  work  was  not  being  done.  There  were 
twenty-five  visits  by  directors. 


liETHLEHEM— Fred  W.  Bobbins. 


The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  pleasant  one  in  many  respects. 
Although  one-fifth  of  the  teachers  employed  were  new  to  the  district, 
and  some  of  them  without  previous  experience  in  teaching,  yet  the 
results  on  the  whole  were  very  satisfactory.  Practically,  no  conta- 
gious diseases  were  reported,  and  the  attendance  of  children  was 
excellent,  an  everage  of  93  per  cent,  for  the  term,  and  above  94  per 
cent,  for  the  last  month  of  the  year. 

Tliere  were  enrolled  in  the  schools  during  the  year  1830  children. 
Of  these  330  were  in  the  first  grade,  2C8  in  the  second,  259  in  the 
third,  224  in  the  fourth,  ICO  in  the  fifth,  175  in  the  sixth,  144  in  the 
seventh,  and  261  in  the  four  grades  of  the  High  School.  The  grad- 
uating class  numbered  44  of  whom  23  were  in  the  commercial  depart- 
ment. 

The  report  of  the  attendance  officer  shows  a  vigorous  enforcement 
of  the  compulsory  education  act.  Cases  once  reported  to  the  attend- 
ance officer  were  followed  up  by  him,  and  six  parents  were  fined  for 
Dot  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  law. 

The  necessity  for  a  new  high  school  building  has  been  apparent  to 
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(lie  directors  for  some  time.  In  the  past  six  years  the  high  school 
has  more  thau  doubled  in  numbers,  the  standard  has  been  raised, 
but,  under  present  conditions,  facilities  for  the  best  results  are  lack- 
ing. It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  necessity  for  better  high  school  ac- 
commodations will  culminate  in  the  construction  of  a  modern  high 
school  building. 

A  vertical  system  of  penmanship  has  been  in  use  in  our  schools 
for  some  years.  A  series  'of  questions  on  the  merits  and  defects  of 
the  system  was  prepared  by  the  text  book  committee  and  submitted 
to  the  leading  superintendents  of  cities  and  boroughs  of  the  country. 
An  analysis  of  the  answers  received  shows  that  a  medium  slant  sys- 
tem is  rapidly  replacing  vertical  writing.  Sixty-three  per  cent,  of 
the  schools  reporting  now  use  a  medial  slant,  although  ninety-four 
per  cent,  have  at  one  time  or  another  tried  a  vertical  system  of  pen- 
manship. The  objections  almost  universally  given  were  that  the 
vertical  s^^stem  is  too  slow,  and  that  business  men  demand  slant 
writing— objections  sufficiently  important  if  schools  are  to  meet 
the  demands  of  life.  After  carefully  considering  the  question  the 
Board  decided  to  change  to  a  medial  slant  system  of  writing. 


BRADDOCK— Grant  Norris. 


While  the  enrollment  in  our  schools  this  year  was  156  pupils  less 
than  last  year,  yet  the  average  attendance  lacked  but  15  pupils  of 
equaling  last  year's  average.  Our  veteran  attendance  officer,  Mr. 
George  C.  Taylor,  deserves  great  credit  for  his  efficient  work  in 
looking  up  and  bringing  into  school  the  childi'en  of  negligent 
parents,  and  in  prosecuting  parents  where  prosecution  was  due. 

The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  (120  pupils)  was  higher  than 
ever  before.  But  we  are  not  boasting  of  this  enrollment.  It  is 
lamentably  small  for  a  borough  of  over  20,000  population,  and  an 
enrollment  of  2257  pupils  in  the  Public  School,  and  over  800  in 
Parochial  School.  Nine  pupils  were  graduated  from  a  four  year 
course  in  the  high  school,  and  three  from  a  three  year  Commercial 
Course.  Our  average  freshman  class  during  the  past  five  years  has 
been  27  pupils,  or  a  total  of  135.  Of  these  68  were  graduated,  or 
50  per  cent,  of  all  those  who  entered. 

The  pupil  coming  into  the  high  school  experiences  quite  a  change 
in  his  school  life.  It  is  a  critical  change.  His  work  is  practically 
all  new  to  him;  he  is  not  under  the  constant  eye  and  guiding  hand 
of  a  single  teacher;  more  home  work  is  necessarily  required,  he  is 
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thi'OAN  II  iiioic  upon  his  own  ri'spDnsibility;  the  k'sicber,  or  teachers, 
cniiiiol  <i\\c  liiiii  tlic  same  ix'rsoiial  hclj)  as  was  j^iven  in  the  j^rades. 
! Hiring  tlir  (iisi  lew  months,  on  account  of  the  newness  of  the 
cliaii^c,  lie  works  well,  but  soon  becomes  acquainted,  and  takes  on 
a  new  life  faster  Ihan  his  beiter  judj^ment  wouhl  inspire.  He  may 
become  lickh'  and  wayward,  or  he  may  get  i>ermanentiy  adjusted  and 
i;)u(inue  his  work  with  credit.  The  teacher  is  wise  with  wisdom, more 
than  tiiat  of  eartli,  who  can  help  his  pupils  over  this  critical  period 
and  get  Iheir  fe(^t  firmly  planted  in  the  right  direction.  But,  it  is 
in  the  freshman  class  that  the  dropping-out  is  the  greatest.  It, 
however,  keejis  diminishing  throughout  each  succeeding  year. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  our  high  school  gave  an  open  meet- 
ing of  their  literary  society  this  year.  The  meeting  was  held  in 
Carnegie  Hall,  granted  to  them  without  cost  through  tlie  courtesy 
of  Librariau  George  H.  Lamb.  The  society  conducted  its  own  meet- 
ing, just  as  it  does  every  two  weeks  in  the  high  school  hall.  The 
meeting  seemed  to  l)e  a  great  success  and  no  doubt  will  be  continued 
next  year.  Ten  cents  admission  was  cliarged.  Quite  .a  nice  sum  of 
money  "was  realized  whi<li  the  society  voted  to  spend  for  pictures. 

We  Imd  the  Horace  K.  Turner  picture  exhibit  for  four  afternoons 
and  evenings  in  April.  Together  with  the  Turner  exhibit,  school 
work  was  on  exhibition.  The  exhibit  proved  to  be  very  satisfac- 
tory to  the  school  children,  teachers,  and  patrons.  As  a  result  of 
the  exhibit  one  hundred  sixty-three  dollars'  worth  of  pictures  are 
now  in  our  school  rooms.  We  now  have  30  good  pictures  in  our 
schools,  many  of  wliiih  cost  from  iS^lo.Ot)  to  $20. 00.  The  Turner  pic- 
tiu'O  exhibit  added  eight  new  pictures  and  they  are  apparently  good 
ones.  We  are  aiming  to  have  at  least  one  first  class  picture  in  each 
room.  We  now  have  in  our  picture  treasury  !|;129.10  to  spend  for 
pictures  next  year. 

Dr.  S.  D.  Fess,  President  of  Antioch  College,  gave  us  a  course  of 
six  lectures  during  the  months  of  January  and  February.  These 
lectures  on  American  biography  and  history  were  well  attended  by 
our  teacher.s  and  those  of  surrounding  boroughs.  Each  of  our  teach- 
ers has  petitioned  that  a  sindlar  course  be  maintained  next  year. 
During  the  year  a  systematic  study  of  Dr.  Hamilton's  ''Kecitation," 
and  Di'.  Sabin's  "Common  Sense  Didactics"  was  conducted  in  each 
building  by  the  principals. 

It  is  regrettable  that  we  do  not  have  uniform  text  books  and  a 
uniform  course  of  study  in  this  densely  i^opulated  section.  We 
receive  each  year  a  great  many  children  from  neighboring  boroughs, 
jind  lose  a  great  many  who  move  but  a  short  distance  to  find  them- 
selves in  another  borough.  If  greater  unison  could  be  maintained, 
I  believe  it  would  be  a  saving  to  the  children  and  more  satisfactory 
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to  parents  and  teachers.  Greater  Pittsburg  may  solve  this  ques- 
tion. 

We  did  not  have  a  single  case  of  smallpox  during  the  year  and 
experienced  a  minimum  number  of  cases  ot  other  contagious  dis- 
eases. The  State  Board  of  Health  deserves  great  credit  for  their 
efficient  work,  the  which  is  working  to  the  good  of  many  commu- 
nities. 

Believing  that  our  schools  are  still  maintaining  a  creditable  stand- 
ing in  the  State  and  that  our  vanguard  is  camping  today  where  the 
rear  will  camp  tomorrow,  I  very  respectfully  submit  the  above  as 
my  annual  report. 


BRADFORD— E.  E.  Miller. 


Nothing  of  unusual  interest  in  school  matters  has  occurred  within 
the  past  year. 

At  the  annual  election  of  teachers  in  June,  salaries  were  mater- 
ially increased.  All  teachers  in  grades  below  the  High  School  were 
applicants  for  re-election,  and  all  were  re-elected.  Nevertheless,  a 
number  of  vacancies  occurred  during  the  summer  vacation.  It 
seems  to  be  the  privilege  of  teachers  in  this  State  to  sign  a  contract 
for  the  ensuing  school  year,  thus  binding  the  School  Board,  but  to 
reserve  to  themselves  the  privilege  of  rescinding  the  contract  at 
any  time. 

A  few  changes  were  made  in  the  High  School  faculty;  C.  H. 
Munson  superseding  M.  D.  Morris  as  Principal. 

The  establishment,  within  the  city,  within  recent  years,  of  a  num- 
ber of  factories  employing  ''Child  Labor"  has  had  its  effect  upon 
school  attendance.  It  seems  a  travesty  upon  our  civilization,  intel- 
lectual development,  and  boasted  prosxjerity  and  wealth,  that  year 
after  year,  a  greater  number  of  children  are  taken  from  the  schools 
and  put  to  work  in  the  factories.  It  seems  somewhat  inconsistent, 
also,  that  while  our  legislators  and  labor  organizations  are  demand- 
ing and  reducing  the  hours  of  labor  for  men  to  an  8  hour  a  day 
basis,  a  10  hour  day  is  conceded  to  be  short  enough  for  children. 
There  is  a  faint  suspicion  of  .inconsistency  arise  when  one  learns  of 
a  man  going  on  a  strike  for  an  8  hour  day  at  |400  per  while  his  wife 
works  14  hours  per  day,  and  the  children  have  to  leave  school  to 
support  the  family  at  the  rate  of  $3.50  per  week  for  a  10  hour  day. 

If  there  was  more  interest  among  our  legislators  in  the  contents 
of  a  bill,  and  less  rivalry  as  to  whose  name  it  bore;  a  greater  inter- 
est in  the  executive  departments  of  our  government  to  enforce  laws. 
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and  a  less  disposition  to  ciiacl  sucli  an  suits  liicm,  Pennsylvania 
would,  perhaps,  occupy  a  more  iavorable  jtosilion  than  she  now 
occupies  a.mong  the  Stales  which  regulate  "Child  Labor"  from  a 
humane  point  of  view. 


BRISTOI^-Louise  D.  Baggs. 


During  the  year  the  work  of  the  schools  has  been  very  good.  The 
enrollment  has  been  larger  than  ever  and  the  increasing  number 
has  led  the  School  Board  to  look  forward  to  the  building  of  a  new 
school  house.  A  very  desiiable  site  has  been  secured  and  when  the 
building  is  erected,  the  result  will  be  a  first  class,  modern  school 
house. 

Special  attention  has  been  given  this  year  to  the  children  who  are 
not  strong  in  all  subjects,  that  because  of  weakness  in  certain  lines 
they  may  not  lose  interest  in  all  school  work  and  thereby  miss  the 
full  value  of  the  school  training. 

A  very  decided  gain  has  been  made  in  the  matter  of  music  in  the 
grades;  two  of  the  grades  have  secured  through  their  own  efforts, 
pianos  for  their  rooms  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  using  them.  We 
hope  soon  to  have  music  regularly  taught  in  the  schools.  Another 
item  of  interest  was  a  special  class  of  little  children  in  Physical  Cul- 
ture, conducted  by  one  of  the  grade  teachers.  The  work  was  so 
well  done  that  it  demonstrated  the  value  of  such  training  to  the 
little  children,  and  the  advantage  of  having  it  in  all  the  grades  when 
it  is  possible. 

A  new  movement  has  been  made  this  year  to  bring  the  home  and 
school  into  closer  relation.  Mother's  meetings  have  been  held  in  all 
the  grades,  which  Avere  very  interesting  and  helpful,  thouj^h  no  for- 
mal organization  has  yet  been  attempted. 

Much  interest  is  felt  in  the  High  School,  that  the  boys  and  girls 
may  receive  the'  training  that  will  fit  them  for  entering  life  with  its 
many  problems,  and  to  that  end  much  thought  and  study  is  being 
given  to  the  curriculum. 


BUTLER— John  A.  Gibson. 


The  Butler  Public  School  record  for  the  year  1906-07  has  been  one 
of  continued  substantial  groAvth  in  all  lines.  Additions  in  accommo- 
dations, equipment,  and  teaching  force  are  the  constant  demand  of 
our  expanding  community. 
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An  examination  of  the  internal  work  of  the  schools  for  the  year 
justifies  the  conclusion  that  the  ability,  industry,  and  earnestness  of 
our  teaching  force  have  maintained  instruction  on  a  high  plateau  of 
efficiency.  The  faithfulness  of  the  great  body  of  our  teachers  has 
been  rewarded  by  an  unprecedented  increase  of  salary  for  the  com- 
ing year.  This  increase  has,  fortunately,  checked  the  drafting  of 
members  of  the  corps  by  more  fortunate  neighboring  cities  and 
boroughs  paying  more  attractive  salaries. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  new  High  School  building  was  laid  on 
July  30,  1907,  the  services  being  in  charge  of  the  High  School  Alumni 
Association.  This  building  is  to  be  completed  by  January  1,  190S, 
and  will  be  one  of  the  most  commodious,  best  appointed,  and  equip- 
ped buildings  of  its  character  in  the  western  part  of  the  State.  Its 
erection  will  make  possible  a  much  desired  expansion  of  the  High 
School  curriculum  and  a  possible  addition  of  new  features  to  the 
grades  below  the  High  School. 

As  in  previous  years  the  highly  encouraging  feature  of  school 
administration  has  been  the  loyal  and  enthusiastic  support  of  their 
schools  by  the  general  public  who  have  continued  to  entrust  their 
welfare  to  a  School  Board  of  broad  views,  business  efficiency,  and 
the  highest  ideals  of  individual  and  public  integrity  and  virtue. 


CARLISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the  school 
year  ending  June  1907: 

Our  schools  opened  September  3d,  for  a  term  of  9^  months,  and 
dosed  June  17th.  Thirty-six  teachers  were  employed  and  1603 
pupils  were  enrolled  as  follov\^s:  Primary  grades  (1st  and  2d  years) 
414;  Secondary  grades  (3d  and  4th  years)  416;  Intermediate  grades 
(5th  and  6th  years)  339;  Grammar  grades  (7th  and  8th  years)  240; 
High  School,  194. 

A  modified  form  of  the  Batavia  system  of  instruction  was  used 
in  our  Intermediate  and  Grammar  gr-ades.  A  careful  trial  leads  us 
to  believe  that  there  is  much  of  merit  in  this  system. 

During  the  year,  Charles  Lamberton,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City, 
died  and  left  one-half  of  his  residuary  estate  to  be  invested  by  the 
executors  and  three  trustees,  appointed  by  the  Court,  and  the  inter- 
est to  be  added  to  the  principal  for  ten  years.  If  at  the  end  of  that 
time,  the  school  board  shall  have  a  manual  training  department  in 
connection    with    its    schools,    the    income    of    the    fund    shall    be 
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used  to  assist  in  the  support  of  (lint  work.  Ollicrwisc  llic  income 
is  to  ho  used  in  assisting-  worthy  younj;  pcoph'  in  sccnrinj;'  an  cduea- 
tion.  W'liilc  nolliiiit;-  dclinitc  as  to  the  amount  which  nuiy  he  avail- 
able can  be  determined  until  ilH>  executors  tile  their  aeconnt,  it  is 
estimated  that  ("arlisle's  share  will  he  from  §;iO(),OnO  to  $ir)0,()0(). 


CITAMIJEKSIUJRO— Samuel  Celwix. 


Our  school  year  closed  with  a  degree  of  success  that  greatly 
encouraged  us.  Failure  lias  followed  some  of  our  endeavors,  for 
which  we  are  sorrA'.  Perhaps  success  in  every  particular  would 
incite  vanit}  ;  a  few  failures  may  prove  a  blessing  in  disguise. 

Our  directors  made  a  very  generous  advance  in  the  matter  of  sal- 
aries. The  contention  that  better  work  is  sure  to  follow  better 
remuneration  was  fully  sustained.  More  earnest  efforts  were  never 
made  by  any  body  of  teachers,  and  the  increase  in  pay  was  money 
well  invested. 

Progress  is  hindered  by  the  crowded  condition  of  some  of  our 
schools.  The  directors  have  nuide  every  possible  effort  to  give  relief, 
but  the  delays  of  the  courts — or  rather  of  the  lawyers — have  serious- 
ly interfered.  Had  it  not  been  for  these  delays  our  new  building 
would  liaA'e  been  completed  a  year  ago.  Until  the  present  conges- 
tion is  overcome  we  will  be  obliged  to  contend  with  undesirable  con- 
ditions. 

The  closing  of  our  high  school  was  very  gratifying.  Twenty- 
three  pupils — fifteen  girls  and  eight  boys — ^were  graduated  after 
having  completed  a  full  four  j^ears'  course.  The  commencement 
exercises  were  held  in  Rosedale  Opera  House,  before  a  large  and 
appreciative  audience.  The  address  to  the  graduates  was  delivered 
l)y  Rev.  Dr.  M.  H.  Reaser,  President  of  Wilson  College,  the  diplomas 
being  presented  by  C.  A.  Suesserott,  Esq.,  President  of  the  board  of 
directors.  Entrance  requirements  to  some  colleges  having  been 
extended,  it  became  necessary  to  somewhat  increase  the  work  of 
the  year.  These  requirements  were  satisfactorily  met,  and  our 
young  friends  will  be  able  to  enter  college  without  conditions. 
We  are  assured  by  those  competent  to  judge  that  no  high  school  in 
the  valley  is  doing  better  work  than  our  own.  Dr.  Reaser  stated 
in  his  address  that  the  young  ladies  from  Chambersburg  high  school 
enter  Wilson  College  thoroughly  well  prepared,  and  at  once  take 
12 
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the  lead  in  their  classes — three  having  been  honor  members  a  year 
ago.     Our  boys  have  had  similar  experiences. 

The  work  in  the  grades  was  of  a  high  order.  We  have  been  care- 
ful that  all  transfers  be  made  on  merit,  and  not  on  age  or  individ- 
ual solicitation.  We  have  encountered  some  opposition,  but  this 
we  are  willing  to  meet. 

Owing  to  a  strict  enforcement  of  the  vaccination  law  there  were 
not  as  many  admissions  as  reported  a  year  go.  The  modification  of 
the  law  will  permit  the  admission  next  session  of  those  who  were 
excluded  during  the  year  just  closed,  so  that  the  enrollment  next 
term  promises  to  be  larger  than  ever. 

Our  directors  are  to  be  commended  for  the  hearty  support  they 
have  given  teachers  and  superintendent.  It  is  not  always  possible 
for  these  public  servants  to  give  that  attention  to  visitation  that 
might  be  desired,  but  a  readiness  to  co-operate  with  those  in  direct 
charge  of  the  schools  is  highly  appreciated. 

Our  finances  have  been  judiciously  handled,  and  at  no  time  were 
teachers  obliged  to  wait  an  hour  on  the  payment  of  their  salaries. 

We  look  forward  with  pleasure  to  the  work  of  the  incoming 
term. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP— Wm.  G.  Cleaver. 


The  work  of  the  Cheltenham  schools  during  the  past  year,  the 
first  of  the  incumbency  of  the  present  Superintendent,  has  been,  in 
general,  very  satisfactory.  The  policy  followed  has  been  one  of 
development  and  extension  in  general  accordance  with  the  sound 
and  progressive  principles  and  methods  in  vogue  under  the  former 
Superintendent.  During  the  next  school  year  it  is  proposed  to  carry 
forward,  with  such  modifications  as  appear  to  be  called  for  by  the 
conditions  in  the  district,  the  plans  that  have  been  outlined  and 
partially  realized. 

During  the  year  just  closed  the  new  high  school  building  at  Elkins 
Park  has  been  occupied,  and  its  superior  facilities  have  made  possi- 
ble a  marked  improvement  in  the  high  school  work.  A  class  of 
eighteen  was  graduated  on  June  21,  ten  of  whom  had  completed  the 
classical  course,  and  three  the  commercial  course.  Forty-five  have 
completed  the  elementary  course  and  been  admitted  to  the  High 
School. 

A  four-room  addition  to  one  of  the  buildings  was  completed  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  a  new  four-room  building  is  at  present  being 
planned  and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  middle  of  the  next 
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term.  Thanks  to  tlio  pi'oj;,i'e8sive  spirit  of  the  Board  in  supplying 
additional  rooms  and  hirinir  additional  teachers,  the  average  num- 
ber of  pupils  to  a  teacher  will  not  be  above  thirty-six. 

The  system  of  child  sUidy  and  observation  was  continued  for  the 
second  year.  Three  conditions  present  in  the  schools  that  we  asso- 
ciate with  this  work  are  very  little  friction  in  discipline,  no  nervous 
breakdowns  among  pupils,  and  a  very  low  percentage  of  failures  in 
promotion.  Not  a  few  cases  of  defective  sight  and  hearing,  and 
several  of  adenoid  growths  were  revealed  by  the  observations,  and 
remedied. 

During  the  year  the  work  in  drawing  was  thoroughly  organized 
and  systematic  work  in  manual  training  introduced.  The  latter 
consisted  of  paper  and  cardboard  construction  and  raffia  work  in 
grades  I-IV,  and  bench  work  in  the  first  two  years  of  the  High 
School.  The  further  extension  of  the  work  in  the  elementary 
schools  has  been  authorized  by  the  addition  to  the  course  of  Indian 
basketry,  elementary  wood  work  for  the  boys,  and  sewing  for  the 
girls.  Woodworking  shops  will  be  established  at  three  centers,  and 
first  class  equipment  will  be  installed. 

With  the  changes  and  extensions  above  indicated  and  more  time 
and  more  definite  instruction  in  the  fundamental  branches,  espec- 
ially writing  and  spelling,  an  even  more  successful  year  than  that 
now  past  is  anticipated. 


CHESTER— Thomas   S.  Cole. 


The  chief  event  of  the  past  year  has  doubtless  been  the  change  of 
superintendents.  Dr.  Yocum  resigned  October  15th  to  take  Dr. 
Brumbaugh's  place  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  His  term 
of  service  here  covered  over  six  years.  In  that  time  he  complately 
reorganized  the  primary  work,  and  introduced  valuable  features 
into  the  work  of  the  higher  grades.  He  takes  with  him  to  his  new 
position  the  personal  regard  of  the  entire  corps  of  teachers. 

A  system  of  grade  supervision  was  adopted  last  summer,  covering 
the  grades  from  the  first  to  the  sixth.  One  supervisor  was  given  the 
first  grade  only,  another  the  second  and  third,  and  a  third  the  fourth, 
fifth  and  sixth.  The  system  has  worked  well,  but  it  is  likely  to  be 
seriously  modified  for  lack  of  money.  We  shall  probably  retain  one 
^rade  supervisor  for  the  three  primary  grades,  and  return  to  our  old 
idea  of  special  supervision  for  writing  and  drawing.  Until  this  year 
we  had  employed  a  special  supervisor  of  writing  for  some  years, 
and  as  a  result  have  been  able  to  produce  excellent  penmanship. 
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The  attendance  officer  of  this  district  has  issued  over  six  hundred 
worli  certificates  this  year,  in  a  school  population  of  about  six  thous- 
and. By  arrangement  with  the  deputy  factory  inspector  for  this 
county  and  appointed  by  the  superintendent  as  his  deputy,  he  has 
been  able  to  keep  all  this  work  in  his  own  hands,  all  certificates 
being  issued  fro.m  my  office  only.  I  understand  that  some  of  my 
brother  superintendents  object  to  having  all  the  work  of  issuing 
certificates  imposed  upon  them  by  law.  We  have  not  found  the 
task  an  onerous  one  here.  On  the  other  hand,  the  simple  plan  we 
have  followed  has  enabled  the  attendance  officer  to  keep  in  the 
closest  touch  with  all  cases  of  withdrawal  from  school  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  to  work  in  industrial  establishments. 

Our  annual  institute  was  held  again  this  year  on  non-consecutive 
days.  The  only  disadvantage  of  this  to  us  seems  to  be  a  slight  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  lectures,  but  the  plan  is  highly  popular,  and 
is  likely  to  be  followed  for  many  years. 

We  have  purchased  this  year  two  fine  stereopticons — we  now  have 
three  and  over  seven  hundred  slides.  I  wish  we  had  seven  thous- 
and, instead  of  seven  hundred.  Sufficient  illustration  will  trans- 
form any  subject,  and  nothing  is  better  than  the  list  of  calls  for  a 
stereopticon  to  show  a  sui)erintendent  which  teachers  like  to  sit 
behind  a  desk  and  talk,  and  which  are  ready  to  get  up  and  do  some- 
thing. 

On  Monday,  July  1st,  the  school  children  of  Chester  assembled 
on  the  lawn  of  the  Larkin  School  to  listen  to  addresses  on  the  "City 
Beautiful."  After  the  speeches  they  marched  a  mile  or  so  to  Crozer 
Park,  where  lemonade  and  cake  were  served  to  them,  and  they  heard 
another  speech.  The  rubbish  of  the  Fourth,  three  days  later,  was 
not  perceptibly  less  than  in  former  years,  but  I  venture  to  hope  that 
some  of  the  seed  was  sown  on  good  ground,  and  will  germinate  and 
fructify  later. 


COAL  TOWNSHIP— Albert  Llovd. 


Apart  from  additional  work,  supplementary  to  our  outline  in 
humane  education,  the  course  of  studies  suffered  no  modification,  no 
enlargements.  This  however  does  not  bespeak  a  year  of  inactivity. 
For  at  no  time  in  our  history  was  there  manifested  a  greater  desire 
for  the  internal  improvement  of  our  schools.  Teachers,  director^ 
and  superintendent  labored  zealously  for  this  increased  efficiency. 
And  we  are  glad  to  note  that  at  no  time  could  we  report  a  year  of 
better  results. 
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Owiii;^  lo  (lit'  fad   llial  our  scliools  wcic  dosed  lid'orc  llic  ictnicsl 
of  the  Di'partiiK'ut  for  conhihulions  fur  llic  relief  of  (he  San  l-'iaii 
Cisco  sullVrei-s  luul  reached  us,  we  were  obliged  to  posliioiic  solidia 
tions  therefor  uiilil  last  year.     The  liberal  response  of  our  diildrcii 
to  the  call  netted  ns  fifty  dollars,  which  A\as  sent  dirccily  In  llic 
Reconstruction  Committee  in  San  Francisco. 

The  pupils,  mindful  of  their  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  veterans  also 
conti'ibuted  twenty-six  dollars,  which  was  devoted  to  iRirdiasiiig 
flowers  for  Memorial  Day. 

An  additional  feature,  in  the  future,  of  our  Patron's  Day  exercises 
will  be  the  delivery  of  an  address  by  the  principals  upon  some  prac- 
tical school  subject.  This  year,  The  Tupils  Monthly  Keifort  Card 
was  taken  as  a  theme.  The  addresses,  based  upon  an  outline  pre- 
pared by  the  superintendent,  tended  to  emphasize  four  important 
phases  of  school  work  as  indicated  by  the  card — attendance,  punc- 
tuality, deportment,  scholarship.  The  responsibility  of  the  parent 
with  reference  to  these  was  pointed  out;  the  cards  for  the  year,  with- 
out disclosing  the  names  thereon,  wan'e  exhibited  to  exemplify  vary- 
ing degrees  of  neatness;  and  while  any  attempt  at  browbeating  was 
studiously  avoided,  yet  in  a  friendly  way,  parents  were  reprimanded 
for  apparent  indifference  in  the  examination  and  signing  of  the 
cards.  The  salutary  influence  of  the  card,  as  a  monthly  reckoner,  is 
destroyed  when  a  child  is  permitted  to  sign  it  without  the  permis- 
sion of  the  parent.  These  addresses  proved  feasible  corrective  and 
had  a  wholesome  effect  upon  this  department  of  our  work.  A 
friendly  talk  based  upon  identical  interests  and  inter-relations  is 
the  most  effective  method  of  securing  co-operation. 

The  new^  buildings  referred  to  in  my  last  report  are  about  com- 
pleted and  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  when  our  schools  open  for 
the  current  term. 

Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer's  "Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think"  and 
Dr.  Samuel  Hamilton's  "The  Recitation"  will  be  the  basis  of  work  in 
our  teachers'  meetings  for  1906-07. 

As  a  result  of  the  extension  of  our  high  school  course  from  two  to 
three  years,  w^e  had  no  class  for  graduation  this  year. 


COATESVILLE— Wm.  T.  Gordon. 


In  looking  back  over  the  year  that  has  just  closed  and  summing 
up  the  results,  we  are  led  to  believe  that  it  has  been  one  of  eminent 
success  in  matters  educational.  During  the  year  our  schools  have 
increased  in  number  from  twenty-nine  to  thirty-five,  and  our  enroll- 
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ment  from  fifteen  hundred  to  almost  seventeen  hundred.  The  year 
has  also  been  marked  by  faithful  and  conscientious  work  on  the  part 
of  both  teachers  and  jjupils,  which  has  resulted  in  a  high  percentage 
of  promotions  throughout  all  of  the  different  grades.  The  increase 
in  the  number  of  schools  in  the  early  part  of  the  term  did  much 
to  relieve  the  preA'iously  overcrowded  condition  of  a  number  of  our 
rooms,  and  this  in  turn  did  much  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the 
teachers'  work  in  these  rooms.  Probably  the  most  important  event 
of  the  year  was  the  opening  of  a  school  for  colored  children  in  our 
fine  new  building  located  at  the  corner  of  Eighth  avenue  and  Mer- 
chant street.  This  not  only  relieved  the  overcrowded  condition  of 
our  primary  grades,  but  it  afforded  the  colored  children  of  our  town 
much  better  educational  opportunities  than  it  was  possible  for  them 
to  have  under  the  old  conditions.  To  the  credit  of  these  children 
and  their  parents  be  it  said  that  they  were  not  slow  to  appreciate 
and  embrace  these  opportunities,  as  was  evidenced  by  the  class  of 
work  which  they  did  during  the  remainder  of  the  term.  Much  of 
the  work  done  in  these  schools  was  equal  to  the  best  done  in  any 
of  the  other  schools  of  the  same  grades. 

Another  step  in  the  line  of  progress  was  the  revision  and  printing 
in  pamphlet  form  of  the  course  of  study  for  the  grades.  While  the 
revised  course  does  not  ditXer  greatly  from  the  old,  it  has  the  virtue 
of  being  more  definite,  more  in  detail  and  in  a  more  convenient  form. 

On  the  29th  and  30th  of  May  we  held  the  most  elaborate  and  most 
successful  exhibition  of  school  work  that  has  ever  been  held  in  con- 
nection with  our  schools.  The  specimens  of  work  then  exhibited 
were  not  prepared  especially  for  the  occasion,  but  were  selected  from 
the  regular  class  work  of  the  pupils  throughout  the  entire  term,  the 
purpose  being  to  afford  the  patrons  of  our  schools  an  opportunity 
to  see  just  the  kind  of  work  their  children  had  been  doing  while  in 
school.  During  these  two  days  the  exhibits  were  carefully  inspect- 
ed by  hundreds  of  the  citizens  of  our  town  as  well  as  by  teachers 
and  citizens  of  several  other  towns  of  our  State.  The  criticism  of 
the  visitors  was  uniformly  favorable,  while  many  pronounced  some 
of  the  work  wonderful.  Some  may  doubt  the  value  of  such  exhibi- 
tions and  argue  that  the  good  derived  therefrom  does  not  compen- 
sate for  the  expense  and  labor  necessary  to  arrange  and  mount  the 
exhibits;  but,  when  we  consider  that  they  are  a  means  of  bringing 
teachers  and  parents  into  closer  sympathy  with  each  other  and  that 
they  are  a  powerful  incentive  to  the  children  to  put  forth  their  best 
efforts  at  all  times,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that  they  are  a  good 
thing. 

In  our  High  School,  the  year  that  has  just  closed  has,  without 
doubt,  been  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  this  department. 
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No  dopartniont  of  our  school  system  has  boon  nioro  thoroughly 
strengthened  and  broadened  than  has  our  High  School.  Never 
before  have  we  had  so  large  and  efficient  a  corps  of  teachers  as  we 
have  had  during  the  past  year;  but  that  which  did  most  to  elevate 
the  standard  of  the  school,  was  the  adoption  of  four  distinct  and 
thoroughly  up-to-date  courses  of  study.  Heretofore  all  pupils  in 
the  High  School  were  obliged  to  pursue  the  same  course  of  study, 
but  now  each  has  the  privilege  of  electing  that  course  that  will  best 
prepare  him  for  his  future  training.  As  our  courses  now  stand  we 
are  able  to  prepare  boys  and  girls  to  enter  any  college  in  the  land. 

Another  step  in  the  line  of  progress  was  the  equipment  of  an  up- 
to-date  laboratory  for  the  teaching  of  the  sciences.  This  equipment 
enables  us  to  give  to  boys  and  girls  practical  training  in  Physics, 
Chemistry,  Botany,  Zoology,  etc. 

The  High  School  closed  its  thirtieth  year  with  the  commencement 
exercises  in  the  Opera  House  on  Friday  evening,  June  7th,  when 
diplomas  were  presented  to  a  class  of  eight  young  gentlemen  and 
nine  young  ladies.  The  exercises  were  of  a  higb  order  of  excellence 
and  were  listened  to  by  a  large  and  appreciative  audience. 

There  were  enrolled  in  all  of  our  schools  during  the  year  818 
males  and  877  females,  making  a  total  of  1695.  Of  these  229  were 
colored  and  1466  white.  This  is  an  increase  of  192  in  enrolment  over 
that  of  the  preceding  year.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  were 
enrolled  in  the  Parochial  School  105  males  and  110  females,  maldng 
a  total  of  215.  Adding  this  to  the  number  enrolled  in  the  Public 
Schools  makes  a  total  of  1910  children  attending  school  in  our  bor- 
ough during  the  year. 


COLTTMBIA— Daniel  Fleisher. 


We  believe  that  during  the  past  year  we  have  been  keeping  in 
line  with  true  educational  progress,  and  that,  in  a  large  measure, 
our  schools  are  meeting  the  requirements  of  our  people. 

In  June  twenty-seven  young  people  completed  the  course  in  our 
high  school.  This  was  the  largest  class  that  ever  was  graduated 
from  our  schools.  Since  it  is  possible  for  a  child  to  enter  our 
schools,  and,  after  completing  the  work  here,  to  step  right  into  the 
work  of  many  of  the  courses  of  our  colleges  and  universities  our  peo- 
ple are  loyal  to  the  schools.  The  moral  and  intellectual  influences 
of  our  higher  grades  are  such  that  parents  are  anxious  to  have  their 
children  reach  at  least  the  second  year  of  the  high  school. 

During  the  past  year  notable  progress  was  made  in  the  art  work  in 
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oiii-  schools.  Under  excellent  supervision  teachers,  children,  and 
parents  have  become  greatly  interested  in  this  highly  useful  and  im- 
portant work  of  our  schools. 

l.argely  on  account  of  local  conditions  and  environments  we  are 
meeting  with  diftlculty  in  our  efforts  to  improve  the  English  in  our 
schools.  The  limited  vocabularly  of  our  children  and  the  natural 
difficulties  of  the  subject  demand  persistent  and  skillful  effort  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers.     Our  progress  is  slow. 

In  the  essentials  of.a  child's  education  we  believe  that  our  schools 
are  laying  a  good  foundation  for  success.  Our  people,  however,  see 
the  necessity  of  enlargement  and  expansion.  Until  local  conditions 
improve  these  steps  can  not  well  be  taken. 


CONSHOHOCKEN— Elmer  B.  Ziegler. 


The  school  year  ending  June  3,  1907,  was  not  marked  by  anything 
strikingly  new  but  was  characterized  by  improvements  in  general. 

The  standard  of  scholarship  of  the  teachers  was  raised  and  as  a 
result  but  few  teachers  who  hold  provisional  certificates  are  em- 
ployed. The  Board  will  elect  Normal  or  College  graduates  when- 
f  ver  possible. 

Along  with  the  advance  in  scholastic  qiialification,  the  Board 
insisted  upon  having  the  school  rooms  clean.  The  Janitors  were 
required  to  scrub  the  floors  at  least  three  times  during  the  year,  at 
the  same  time  using  some  disinfectant. 

Our  enrollment  was  somewhat  higher  than  last  year  while  the 
attendance  was  also  better.  The  number  in  the  High  School  during 
the  last  three  years  has  been  more  than  doubled.  The  roll  almost 
reached  the  hundred  mark.  There  were  fifteen  in  the  graduating 
class,  which  was  one  of  the  largest  that  has  ever  graduated  and  the 
next  year's  class  should  reach  at  least  twenty-five. 

With  the  increase  in  number  of  pupils  there  has  been  a  steady 
growth  in  efficiency.  We  made  special  efforts  in  reading.  The 
Board  was  very  liberal  in  purchasing  readers  so  that  now  each  room 
has  from  three  to  five  sets  of  readers. 

A  Commercial  Course  was  added  to  the  regular  course  in  the 
High  School. 

The  year  has  been  the  most  satisfactory  T  have  had  since  I  have 
been  at  Conshohocken. 
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Politics  has  been  almost  cnliic'lv  cliiiiliiated,  and  teachers  are 
elected  on  merit. 

The  lioard  instead  of  (iiiibhliii^  over  little  things,  coiiduei  llieii- 
meetings  now  in  a  business  like  uiaiiiier.  and  \v()i'i<  iiiininmioiisly 
for  tlie  npbnildin^-  and  npliftiii^  of  the  schools. 


CORKY— V.  G.  Curtis. 


In  our  record  for  the  year  we  cannot  lay  claim  to  "remarkable 
progress"  nor  boast  of  unusual  results.  We  have  made  no  startling 
innovations,  instituted  no  radical  changes,  but  we  have  made  earnest 
effort  to  put  the  schools  into  line  of  educational  progress. 

Keeping  in  touch  with  the  progressive  workers  and  thinkers  in 
the  field,  w^e  have  hoped  to  profit  by  their  advice  and  experience,  to 
bring  about  an  intelligent  adaptation  of  all  school  work  to  the  prac- 
tical demands  of  the  times  and  to  the  real  needs  of  the  community. 

There  is  unquestionably  an  anxious  desire  on  the  part  of  our  citi- 
zens to  secure  the  very  best  of  educational  advantages  for  the  youth 
of  this  community,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  board  of  educa- 
tion is  equally  desirous  of  providing  every  means  at  command  for 
the  success  and  the  advancement  of  the  schools  under  its  charge. 
But  there  are  still  some  views  which  prevail  to  a  certain  extent,  and 
some  limitations  w^hich  hedge  us  in,  that  stand  in  the  way  of  prog- 
ress and  prevent  our  attaining  the  highest  standard  of  efficiency  in 
our  school  work. 

In  the  first  place  we  are  circumscribed  by  lack  of  sufficient  funds 
to  conduct  the  schools  on  a  liberal  basis.  The  assessed  valuation 
of  the  real  estate  of  the  city  is  comparatively  small,  there  being  no 
large  corporations  doing  business  here,  and  few  citizens  among  us  of 
large  means.  The  levy  of  ten  mills  on  the  dollar,  of  the  assessed 
valuation,  which  seems  to  be  regarded  as  the  limit,  is  inadequate 
for  the  needs  of  the  schools. 

The  common  school  curriculum  has  been  much  enriched  and 
greatly  enlarged  within  the  past  twenty  years.  Whether  this 
enlargement  comes  from  outside  influences,  or  whether  it  is  the 
invention  of  the  pedagogical  theorist,  matters  not.  It  is  a  jiroblera 
that  confronts  us,  and  we  have  it  to  deal  with. 

Dr.  Dewey  in  his  "Educational  Situation"  says  that  "'This  multi- 
plication of  study  is  not  a  product  of  the  schools,  but  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  contemporary  world."  Dr.  Chas.  McMurry  says,  "The 
leaven  of  great  changes  which  has  been  at  work  in  the  social  fabric 
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has  made  itself  felt  also  in  the  school  program.  Throughout  the 
schools  are  heard  the  echoes  of  the  all  powerful  ideas  that  are  modi- 
fying society." 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  great  moral,  religious  and  intellec- 
tual forces  outside  of  the  schools  have  insisted  on  the  introduction 
of  literature,  temperance  and  hygiene,  history  and  civics  into  the 
grades  of  the  public  schools.  In  the  same  way  the  industrial  and 
commercial  interests  so  powerful  in  business  life  are  responsible  for 
the  introduction  of  science  or  nature  study,  drawing  and  manual 
training.  Music  and  fine  arts  beautify  and  ennoble  life  fully  as  much 
as  arithmetic  and  grammar,  so  they  have  quietly  come  into  the 
schools  and  now  occupy  prominent  places  in  our  courses  of  study. 
Physical  education  is  demanding  more  attention  in  the  schools  and 
the  elements  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  stock  feeding  and  domestic 
science  are  required  to  be  taught  in  the  common  schools  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  of  the  new  State  of  Oklahoma. 

Whether  or  not  all  these  new  subjects  will  maintain  their  right 
to  a  permanent  place  in  the  schools  remains  to  be  demonstrated;  but 
some  of  them  have  come  to  stay,  and  a  serious  difficulty  arises  from 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  teachers  now  in  the  schools  who  teach  the 
three  R's  very  well  and  who  do  not  hesitate  to  undertake  to  give 
instruction  in  phj'siology  and  hygiene,  civics  and  literature,  yet  do 
not  feel  competent  to  teach  drawing,  music,  and  nature  study,  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  supervisor.  In  fact,  it  is  out  of  the  question  for  any 
corps  of  teachers  not  trained  along  these  lines  to  do  justice  to  these 
subjects  without  the  aid  of  a  supervisor. 

Another  serious  hindrance  to  progress  is  the  fact  that  there  are 
still  some  well  meaning  but  not  far  sighted  patrons,  a  few  non-pro- 
gressive teachers,  and  occasionally  a  narrow  minded  director  who 
tenaciously  cliDg  to  the  traditions  of  the  past,  and  cannot  see  the 
need  of  breaking  away  from  the  old  methods  so  long  in  vogue  in  the 
schools.  They  are  honest  in  their  opinions  and  conscientious  in  their 
opposition,  but  they  have  not  observed  the  causes  of  the  mighty 
changes  which  have  been  wrought  in  our  social  and  industrial  life, 
they  do  not  recognize  the  potency  of  the  outside  forces  which  have 
borne  in  upon  the  schools,'  changing  motive  and  revolutionizing 
courses  of  study.  They  do  not  realize  that  the  conditions  of  our  mod- 
ern life  are  so  radically  different  from  what  they  were  even  twenty- 
five  years  ago  that  the  oncoming  generation  must  necessarily  have 
a  different  equipment  and  a  different  training  in  order  to  be  able  to 
meet  and  to  master  the  new  responsibilities. 

They  forget  that  "New  occasions  teach  new  duties,  Time  makes 
ancient  good  uncouth"  so  despite  the  obvious  signs  of  the  times, 
and  the  unmistakable  trend  of  educational  thought,  they  insist  on 
adhering  to  the  old  subjects  and  treating  them  in  the  old  way.  Seeing 
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things,  as  thev  do,  '"in  the  light  of  other  days,"  it  is  not  surprising 
that  they  measure  the  efficiency  of  the  schools  of  today  by  standards 
long  since  out  of  date,  and  that  they  strenuously  oppose  the  intro- 
duction of  what  they  consider  out  of  the  province  of  the  common 
schools. 

But  it  is  impossible  to  stem  the  onward  movement  toward  a 
broader,  richer,  more  realistic  education.  The  growing  demand  for 
the  practical  in  education  will  eventually  bring  to  the  forefront 
those  sciences  which  determine  the  laws  of  life;  will  give  new  im- 
portance to  some  of  those  "new  fangled"  subjects,  like  drawing  and 
manual  training,  which  really  underlie  all  our  arts  and  industries; 
to  domestic  science  which  makes  for  the  betterment  of  our  homes, 
and  even  to  agriculture  and  horticulture  so  intimately  connected 
with  the  development  of  our  vast  resources,  and  will  doubtless  rele- 
gate to  the  rear,  or  eliminate  altogether  some  of  those  obsolete  sub- 
jects that  have  been  long  regarded  as  the  "whole  thing." 

The  schools  should  be  intimately  connected  with  life  and  its 
needs,  with  present  day  civilization,  with  social  endeavor  and  human 
achievement. 

And  on  this  basis  only,  and  with  this  aim  in  view,  can  we  readjust 
our  courses  of  study,  simplify  and  organize  our  fundamentals  and 
essentials  so  as  to  secure  thorough  habits  of  study,  and  such  develop- 
ment of  mind  and  will  as  will  bring  the  child  into  practical  and 
intelligent  relation  to  his  environment  and  enable  him  to  enter  into 
maturer  life  fully  equipped  for  its  duties. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  as  usual  each  month,  and  various 
subjects  relating  to  school  management  and  the  readjustment  of 
school  courses  to  meet  modern  demands  were  taken  up  and  discuss- 
ed. We  also  held  a  number  of  grade  meetings  at  which  methods  of 
teaching  and  the  relative  value  of  subjects  taught  were  considered. 

The  Public  Library-,  which  is  in  the  high  school  building,  has  been 
enlarged  by  the  purchase  of  a  number  of  well  selected  books  for 
children  and  an  earnest  effort  is  being  made  to  extend  the  use  of  the 
library  as  a  working  reference  room  among  the  pupils.  It  is  espec- 
ially desirable  that  pupils  of  the  high  school  and  grammar  schools 
should  learn  how  to  use  encyclopedias,  gazetteers  and  other  reference 
books.  One  cannot  hope  to  know  everything  in  this  age  of  univer- 
sal knowledge  and  multiplicity  of  books,  but  one  must  know  how  to 
find  out  the  things  he  needs  to  know.  An  important  part  of  the 
school  work  is  to  direct  the  reading  of  these  boys  and  girls  so  as  to 
cultivate  in  them  a  taste  for  good  reading,  a  most  valuable  acquisi- 
tion for  a  young  person  to  have.  By  the  co-operation  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  high  school  and  the  teachers  of  the  grammar  grades 
with  the  librarian,  by  a  judicious  selecting  of  topics  for  presentation 
in  rhetorical  exercises,  by  posting  bulletins  on  topics  of  timely  inter- 
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est,  and  by  a  careful  arrangement  of  books  and  magazine  articles 
the  library  may  come  into  wider  use  and  be  of  much  greater  value  to 
the  community. 

The  thirty-fourth  annual  commencement  exercises  of  the  high 
school  was  held  in  the  auditorium  on  the  evening  of  June  twelfth, 
before  a  large  and  appreciative  audience  and  was  an  occasion  of 
great  interest.  Fourteen  young  ladies  and  five  young  men  constitu- 
ted the  class  of  1907.  The  members  of  the  class  furnished  the  lit- 
erary and  musical  parts  of  the  program.  An  eloquent  and  inspir- 
ing address  was  delivered  to  the  graduates  by  Rev.  W.  P.  Murray, 
class  of  '82,  now  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Erie  District  of  the  M.  E. 
Church. 

Special  days  like  Arbor  Day  and  Memoriol  Day  have  not  been  per- 
mitted to  pass  without  an  effort  to  teach  their  significance  and  make 
a  lasting  impression  for  good.  The  members  of  Fisher  Post  No. 
70,  G.  A.  R,  visited  the  schools  on  Memorial  Day,  patriotic  prog- 
rams were  presented  by  the  different  schools  and  a  fine  address  was 
delivered  before  the  High  School  by  Major  Isaac  B.  Brown,  ex-Sec- 
retary of  Internal  Affairs. 


DANVILLE— IT.  S.  Gordv. 


The  effort  made  and  the  success  achieved  in  all  departments  of 
the  local  public  school  system  gives  the  years'  work  just  ended  a 
stamp  of  genuine  approval.  No  new  projects  were  undertaken ;  but 
the  school  board  and  the  corps  of  teachers  being  substantially  the 
same  as  last  year,  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  turn  every  energy  in  the 
direction  of  rounding  out  some  departures  made  a  year  or  so  ago. 
The  fact  that  recent  graduates  of  the  high  school,  according  to  their 
courses  of  study,  enter  Princeton,  Cornell,  Bryn  Mawr,  and  other  col- 
leges of  reputable  standing,  and  fill  acceptably  responsible  positions 
as  stenographers,  bookkeepers,  etc.,  in  the  world  of  business  is  indis- 
putable evidence  of  eflicient  work  through  the  line  of  grades,  begin- 
ning with  the  first,  as  well  as  in  the  high  school;  and  I  belive  that 
the  proposed  increase  in  salaries  is  well  merited  by  our  teachers. 

For  the  future,  it  is  proposed  that  Mechanical  DraAving  and  Man- 
ual. Training  (wood  work)  be  made  a  part  of  the  required  work  in 
the  high  school  as  soon  as  the  means  can  be  provided  for  an  up-to- 
date  equipment.     It  may  come  next  year. 

The  good  friends  of  education  in  Danville  regret  the  passing  of  the 
''old  reliable,"  Brother  Houck.  Much  of  what  we  have  been  able 
to  accomplish  has  been  possible  and  easier  through  his  encourage- 
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ment  and  kind  assistance.     We  unite  with  his  host  of  friends  in  the 

State  in  wishinj,^  him  "good  luck"  in  his  new  proposition. 


DU  BOIS—  J.  H.  Alleman. 


The  work  during  the  past  year  has  moved  steadily  forward  along 
all  essential  requirements.  The  work  in  the  grade  schools  has  been 
the  most  satisfactory  in  the  history  of  the  schools.  Some  depart- 
ments of  the  high  school  have  not  satisfied  reasonable  expectations, 
which  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  compensation  paid  to  the  teach- 
ers was  decidedly  below  the  standard,  and  in  consequence  inexper- 
ienced and  inefficient  teachers  were  employed.  No  amount  of  super- 
vision on  part  of  Superintendent  and  Principals  can  compensate  for 
inferior  teaching  ability.  "As  is  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school,"  is  as 
true  in  high  school  work  as  in  the  lower  grades.  The  high  school 
salaries  have  been  made  respectable  for  the  ensuing  term,  and  we 
have  reasons  to  believe  that  without  exception  the  teachers  are 
strong,  capable,  and  highly  satisfactory. 

Du  Bois  held  its  first  annual  teachers'  institute  during  the  term. 
It  was  conducted  on  non-consecutive  days,  and  the  results  proved 
satisfactory.  The  work  generally  was  made  more  helpful  to  imme- 
diate conditions  than  can  be  done  at  a  county  institute.  The  smaller 
audience  multiplied  our  power  for  efficiency  and  adaptability  to  the 
needs  of  our  schools,  and  the  wisdom  of  conducting  our  own  sepa- 
rate institute  has  been  verified.  Supt.  James  M.  Coughlin  of  the 
Wilkes-Barre  schools  did  excellent  work  for  teachers  and  parents, 
as  also  did  Dr.  J.  C.  Hockenberry,  department  of  Psychology  and 
Pedagogy,  California  State  Normal  School,  and  Miss  Anna  Buckbee 
of  the  same  institution.  Several  meetings  were  conducted  entirely 
by  local  talent  and  proved  very  successful. 

A  supervisor  for  the  work  in  drawing,  physical  culture  and  pen- 
manship added  greatly  to  the  success  of  the  work  in  these  subjects. 
The  special  teacher  has  shown  exceptional  skill  and  ability  and  has 
well  established  the  work  in  drawing  as  an  indispensable  element 
of  general  education.  Everybody  needs  a  well-trained  hand  and  a 
well-trained  eye.  Its  educational  value  is  inestimable  when  prop- 
erly taught.  An  exhibit  of  the  work  done  by  the  pupils  was  made 
during  the  last  w^eek  of  school  and  parents  and  other  citizens  visited 
the  various  schools  to  see  the  excellent  results.  The  work  in  music 
under  special  supervision  was  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  schools. 
The  enthusiasm  and  interest  in  the  l^igh  §?hool  in  this  subject  was 
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always  at  low  ebb;  but  the  special  teacher  this  year  far  surpassed 
expectations  in  this  Department. 

Sentiment  is  still  growing  in  favor  of  manual  training  and  do- 
mestic science  for  our  schools.  The  district  is  in  need  of  a  separate 
high  school  building,  modern  and  up-to-date,  having  sufficient  room 
for  the  high  school  and  the  advanced  grammar  grades,  and  adapted 
to  teach  manual  training,  domestic  science,  etc.  The  erection  of 
such  a  building  is  absolutely  necessary  to  centralize  our  work  and 
to  attain  the  best  possible  results.  Delay  means  loss  to  the  rising 
generation. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  term  was  2,008;  male,  967,  and  fe- 
male, 1,041.  The  average  per  cent,  of  attendance,  90.  The  number 
of  teachers  employed,  including  supervisors  and  supply  teachers, 
was  53.  The  highest  enrollment  in  the  high  school  was  194.  Male, 
81;  female,  113.  The  graduating  class  numbered  35,  the  largest  in 
the  history  of  the  high  school. 


DUNMORE— Charles  F.  Hoban. 


It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  a  very  prosperous 
year  just  closed.  Although  our  attendance  was  considerably  de- 
creased the  fore  part  of  the  year  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  whoop- 
ing cough,  measles,  and  diphtheria,  yet  the  year  all  in  all  was  bne  of 
the  best  we  have  ever  had. 

Splendid  work  was  done  on  the  part  of  the  teachers  in  all  the 
grades.  Their  enthusiasm,  vigor  and  earnestness,  deserve  special 
mention.  A  particularly  gratifying  feature  was  the  fact  that  thir- 
teen of  our  teachers  took  the  examinations  at  the  Stroudsburg 
Normal  School  for  teachers'  State  certificate,  and  all  were  success- 
ful. The  fact  that  they  had  been  preparing  for  two  years,  spend- 
ing their  Saturdays,  and  evenings  after  school  in  reviewing  the  work 
preparatory  to  the  examinations,  is  the  best  evidence  of  their  ambi- 
tion to  improve  their  scholarship  and  better  prepare  themselves  for 
the  work  of  teaching. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  borough,  a  separate  insti- 
tute was  held.  It  proved  to  be  a  very  popular  move,  and  resulted 
in  a  greater  degree  of  profit  to  the  teachers.  We  were  able  to  have 
It  at  a  time  most  convenient  to  our  needs;  we  were  able  to  secure 
instructors  along  the  lines  of  our  greatest  needs;  it  brought  our 
people  in  closer  relation  with  the  educational  men  and  women  who 
did  the  institute  work;  it  gave  our  high  school  students  an  oppor- 
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tunity  to  attend  the  meetin<i:s  aud  imbibe  the  inspiration,  and  it 
was  an  interested  and  well  behaved  bod}^  We  had  a  particularly 
stronjjj  corj)s  of  lecturers  in  Hon.  Henry  Houck,  Prof.  F.  H.  Green, 
Trof.  W.  S.  Monroe,  Dr.  W.  A.  Keedy,  and  Mrs.  Bessie  Clements. 

The  compulsory  education  law  was  strictly  enforced  throughout 
tlie  year.  Forty-six  arrests  were  made  of  parents  who  neglected 
to  send  their  children  to  school  regularly. 

The  annual  oratorical  contest  which  has  been  a  great  feature  for 
the  past  four  years,  was  one  of  the  finest  ever  held.  Additional  in- 
terest was  given  it,  because  of  the  fact  that  four  enterprising  citizens 
of  the  town  donated  prizes  of  ten  dollars  each,  to  be  awarded  to  the 
winners.  So  eager  have  other  citizens  become,  and  so  great  their 
interest,  that  four  prizes  of  the  same  amount  have  been  donated, 
and  it  was  found  necessary  to  refuse  two  prizes  of  ten  dollars  from 
enthusiastic  citizens  who  did  not  know  that  we  had  sufficient  prizes 
provided  for  the  coming  year. 

The  year  was  closed  with  a  mammoth  field  day  in  which  all  the 
pupils  of  the  town  were  brought  together  at  a  near-by  park  for 
their  athletic  contests.  In  the  afternoon  they  were  the  guests  of 
the  management  of  Luna  Park.  This  was  one  of  the  finest  events 
I  have  ever  witnessed  in  connection  with  a  public  school.  It  was 
an  edifying  sight  to  see  the  great  army  of  school  children  together 
with  their  parents  celebrating  the  close  of  their  year's  work.  It 
was  a  happy,  delighted  gathering  which  did  its  share  toward  cement- 
ing the  bond  that  should  exist  between  parents,  children  and 
teachers. 


EASTON— Wm.  W.  Cottingham. 


Whilst  nothing  of  a  congratulatory  nature  can  be  offered  as  a 
special  characteristic  of  the  educational  work  of  this  year,  there 
is  sufficient  however  to  beget  the  gratifying  assurance  that  this 
year's  achievements  display  results  that  are  fully  up  to  the  stand- 
ard of  excellence  hitherto  reached  by  the  schools  of  this  district. 
In  any  system  of  well  graded  schools  the  work  of  both  teachers  and 
pupils  must  perforce  be  productive  of  good  fruitage  when  im- 
pelled by  a  wholesome  and  self-reliant  activity  under  the  guidance 
of  judicious  and  helpful  supervision. 
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As  in  former  years  the  leading  incentive  to  surpass  the  work  of 
the  previous  year,  was  e^qually  operative  this  year  in  every  depart- 
ment of  school  work,  and  as  a  consequence  the  status  of  the  schools 
fully  evidences  the  fact  that  this  year  has  been  one  of  earnest  en- 
deavor on  the  part  of  the  teaching  force  to  stimulate  activity  of 
thought  and  effort  in  the  direction  of  securing  healthful  growth  not 
only  as  affecting  the  intellectual  powers,  but  as  conducing  to  an 
elevation  of  moral  and  physical  conditions  as  well.  Mere  intel- 
lectual development  without  a  corresponding  moral  growth  should 
have  no  place  in  the  schools  of  the  present  day.  In  any  scheme 
of  education  the  one  aim  should  be  the  perfect  development  of  all 
the  powers  of  the  individual  as  an  essential  eTjuipment  for  the  in- 
telligent and  faithful  discharge  of  all  the  duties  and  responsibilities 
of  life,  and  to  this  end  many  decided  and  effective  efforts  have  been 
put  forth  during  the  year  that  has  just  closed,  for  its  achievement, 
ana  with  responsive  results  that  are  truly  gratifying. 

The  school  enrollment  of  this  year  exhibits  a  slight  increase  over 
that  of  the  preceding  year,  but  the  percentage  of  attendance  is 
somewhat  diminished  by  reason  of  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic  of 
whooping-cough  and  measles  during  the  early  spring  months. 

The  high  school  graduating  class  of  this  year  consisted  of  sixty- 
four  pupils — twenty-two  males  and  forty-two  females,  and  these 
were  distributed  in  the  several  departmental  courses  as  follows: 

Seventeen  in  the  classical  department. 
Nine  in  the  Latin  scientific  department. 
Sixteen  in  the  general  scientific  department. 
Twenty-two  in  the  commercial  department 

A  very  pleasing  incident  connected  with  the  exercises  of  the  late 
^high  school  commencement  was  the  awarding  of  free  college  scholar- 
ships and  a  commercial  prize  to  the  following  students  of  the  gradu- 
ating class  who  had  distinguished  themselves  by  high  ^tainments  in 
scholastic  work: 

Mr.  John  C.  Merrill  having  ranked  the  highest  in  grade  in  the 
male  division  of  the  classical  course,  was  awarded  the  Lafayette 
College  Scholarship. 

Miss  Rose  J.  Kahn  of  the  classical  department,  having  outranked 
the  entire  class  in  point  of  grade,  was  awarded  the  scholarship  of 
the  Woman's  College,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 

Miss  Myrtle  B.  Applebaugh  of  the  commercial  department,  hav- 
ing attained  the  highest  grade  in  that  department,  was  presented 
with  the  commercial  prize  consisting  of  a  sum  of  money  the  like 
amount  being  contributed  annually  by  a  prominent  mercantile  firm 
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of   I  lie  eily  as  an  award   of   merit   for   llic   best  work   done  in    Ihe 
coninu'i't'ial  course. 

The  Aliinnii  Association  of  the  Easton  lligh  School  having  a  La- 
fayette College  Scholarship  at  its  disposal  every  year,  after  due 
deliberation  as  to  merit,  scholarly  attainment,  and  manliness,  be- 
stowed the  honor  of  i(s  award  upon  Mr.  Guy  E.  Lavers,  a  graduate 
of  the  classical  department. 

The  chief  agencies  operative  in  this  district  for  stimulating  the 
growth  of  teachers  along  professional  lines  or  lines  of  general  cul- 
ture are  the  following: 

The  Teachers'  Local  Institute  composed  of  the  entire  corps  of 
teachers  of  the  district,  which  meets  at  stated  periods  during  the 
entire  school  term,  and  is  devoted  to  the  consideration  and  dis- 
cussion of  subjects  of  special  interest  to  the  teaching  profession. 

The  weekly  grade  meetings  composed  respectively  of  teachers  of 
the  same  grade  of  school,  who  in  addition  to  the  study  or  review 
of  some  standard  work  on  pedagogy,  devote  some  time  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  methods  and  the  comparison  of  results  so  as  to  maintain 
the  greatest  possible  unity  in  the  dail.y  w'ork  of  the  respective 
grades. 

A  Normal  class  composed  exclusively  of  high  school  graduates 
who  are  desirous  of  entering  upon  a  course  of  study  preparatory  to 
entering  the  teach(  r's  profession.  The  prescribed  course  of  study 
for  this  class  includes  pedagogics,  school  management  and  school 
discipline,  supplemented  at  times  by  school  room  practice  acquired 
by  substitute  work  in  the  lower  school  grades. 

The  utilization  of  the  public  library  as  a  means  of  encouraging 
and  supplying  the  needs  of  courses  of  reading  along  lines  of  profes- 
sional w^ork  and  general  culture. 

A  series  of  lectures  given  during  the  year  by  a  representative 
of  the  Uuiversity  Extension  Course  Bureau  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Teachers'  Local  Institute.  These  lectures  were  well  received 
and  duly  appreciated,  and  proved  of  sterling  value  to  thoughtful 
teachers. 

In  closing  this  report  it  is  just  and  i)roper  to  add,  that  the  Board 
of  Control,  the  leading  and  most  influential  factor  in  the  educational 
Avork  of  the  district,  should  receive  at  least  some  expression  of 
appreciation  in  recognition  of  the  unrequited  time  and  service  given 
by  it  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties  and  obligations  incident 
to  local  school  legislation.  The  Board  is  to  be  commended  for  its 
alacrity  in  meeting  and  discreetly  disposing  of  every  issue  arising 
in  the  school  administration  of  the  district,  and  for  its  prompt  ac- 
quiescence and  support  of  every  measure  conducing  to  a  betterment 
of  the  schools. 
13 
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ERIE— ]J.  C.  Missimor 


Our  public  school  enrollment  for  the  year  was  8,254,  and  was  dis- 
tributed as  follows: 

High  school,     77G 

Grades,    6,948 

Kindergarten,    78 

Ungraded  school,  63 

Mechanical  drawing  school,    64 

Night  schools,   347 

Total  enrollment  (deducting  22  tAvice 

enrolled),   8,254 

Parochial  school  enrollment  for  the  year, . .  .  3,650 


Total  for  the  city  in  all  schools,  ....  11,904 

This  is  a  decrease  of  32  over  ihe  previous  year  for  the  public 
schools  and  192  for  the  parochial  schools.  Last  year  showed  an 
increase  in  public  school  enrollment  of  253  over  1905.  No  year  has 
shown  such  evidence  of  striking  growth  in  the  population  of  the  city 
as  the  school  year  just  closed.  The  school  enrollment  should  have 
been  three  hundred  greater.  The  reason  is  apparent.  The  child 
labor  craze  is  upon  us.  During  the  past  two  years  752  employmeni 
certificates  w^ere  issued  to  children  between  14  and  16  years  of  age, 
about  evenly  divided  between  the  two  years.  Three  hundred  and 
eighty-nine — 239  boys  and  150  girls — were  certificated  to  work  in  the 
various  mills,  factories,  shops  and  stores  of  the  city,  the  present 
year.  Two  hundred  children  are  also  working  under  the  old  law, 
under  which  a  simple  affidavit  as  to  age  was  sufficient.  There  are 
also  some  working  without  certificates  who  disappear  from  the 
shops  when  the  Factory  Inspector  is  around  and  reappear  when  he 
leaves  town. 

The  truant  officer  estimates  that  one  thousand  children  between 
fourteen  and  sixteen  years  are  thus  engaged  in  child  labor,  one- 
half  of  whom  ought  to  be  in  school.  The  chaotic  situation  produced 
by  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  that  the  act  of  May  2,  1905, 
is  inoperative  practically  leaves  this  whole  question  of  child  labor 
in  Pennsylvania  without  regulation  or  restriction. 

No  new  features  of  school  work  have  been  added  to  our  system 


No.  5.                                                            FRANKLIN.  171 

(luring-  tlu'  vein-.     The  eight  blanches  rcciuirtMl  by  biw,  nnd  music, 

drawing,  domestic  science,  manual   training,    and    (leruKin  in    all 
grades  still  constitute  our  range  of  school  work. 


FKANKLIN— Charles  E.  Lurd. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  was,  in  general,  more  satisfactory  than 
that  of  the  year  before.  One  reason  for  this  was  the  more  regular 
attendance  of  the  pupils,  Avhich  was  brought  about  by  the  employ- 
ment of  a  callable  attendance  oflicer  who  devoted  his  entire  time  to 
lotiking  after  truants  and  those  inclined  to  be  habitually  tardy. 

Two  new  rooms,  equipped  with  adjustable  furniture,  were  added 
to  one  of  the  ward  buildings  during  the  summer,  thus  relieving  the 
overcrowded  conditions  that  previously  existed  in  that  school. 

An  ungraded  school  was  opened  in  the  central  building  and  placed 
in  charge  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Ladds,  a  teachei*  of  long  and  successful  ex- 
perience. Thirty-nine  boys  and  seven  girls  were  assigned  to  this 
room  during  the  year  but  the  largest  number  enrolled  at  any  one 
time  was  32.  About  one-half  of  these  were  16  or  more  years  old. 
Most  of  them  were  backward  in  school  work.  Some  had  been  diflS- 
cult  to  discipline.  Some  had  been  persistent  truants.  Some  had 
come  in  during  the  term  from  other  districts  and  did  not  fit  well 
in  the  regular  rooms.  Some  were  boys  who  worked  in  the  shops 
and  factories  most  of  the  time  but  wished  to  get  two  or  three 
months  schooling  during  the  winter.  Some  who  were  behind  their 
classes  in  one  or  tsvo  subjects  were  given  special  attention  in  those 
subjects  and,  when  it  was  thought  advisable  to  do  so,  were  re- 
stored to  their  former  grades.  Two  were  promoted  to  the  high 
school  at  the  close  of  the  year.  In  short,  the  work  done  was  even 
more  satisfactory  than  was  anticipated  when  the  school  was  opened. 
Provision  has  already  been  made  for  continuing  it  next  year. 

In  all  grades  above  the  third,  a  study  period  of  45  minutes  was 
used  in  both  forenoon  and  afternoon  sessions.  During  this  period 
of  quiet  study,  help  was  given  by  the  teacher  to  pupils  who  were 
backward  in  their  studies  and  really  needed  assistance.  The  results 
were  excellent:  Better  teaching  was  done;  the  lessons  were  more 
thoroughlj'  prepared;  the  pupils  that  needed  the  most  assistance 
received  it. 

At  the  close  of  the  term  23  girls  and  6  boys  were  graduated.  This 
w^as  the  largest  class  ever  graduated  from  the  Franklin  High  School. 
The  commencement  address  was  delivered  by  Rev.  Lucius  G.  Bug- 
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bee,  Meadville,  Pa.  The  present  of  the  graduating  class  to  the  high 
school  was  a  east  of  part  of  the  frieze  representing  Alexander's 
triumphal  entry  into  Babylon.  It  is  24  feet  by  20  inches  in  size  and 
is  to  be  placed  on  the  wall  of  the  study  hall. 

On  class  day,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Coffin  of  this  city  presented  to 
each  member  of  the  graduating  class  four  handsomely  bound 
volumes,  the  subjects  of  which  were:  ''Pippa  Passes,"  by  Browning; 
'•Silas  Marner,"  by  Geo.  Eliot;  "The  Eve  of  vSt.  Agnes,"  by  Keats; 
"The  Vicar  of  Wakefield,"  by  Goldsmith. 

A  fine  collection  of  minerals,  some  two  thousand  in  number,  each 
specimen  carefully  mounted  and  labeled,  was  presented  to  the  high 
school  in  February,  1907,  by  Mr.  Lewis  Gleason,  of  Franklin.  Suit- 
able cases  for  the  proper  display  and  preservation  of  this  collection 
have  been  provided  by  the  school  board.  • 

The  prospects  for  the  next  school  year  are  excellent.  Extensive 
repairs  are  being  made  on  the  school  buildings.  First  class  ad- 
justable furniture  is  being  placed  in  some  of  the  rooms.  New  and 
superior  text  books  have  been  ordered,  together  with  a  generous 
supply  of  high  grade  supplementary  reading  matter.  Large  addi- 
tions are  being  made  to  the  high  school  library.  Stenography  and 
typewriting  are  to  be  added  to  the  elective  studies  in  the  high 
school.  Domestic  science  and  manual  training  are  to  be  taught  to 
the  girls  and  boys  in  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  A  clerk  has 
been  provided  for  the  superintendent  so  that  he  may  devote  more 
time  than  formerly  to  supervising  the  school  room  work. 


GREENSBURG— Thos.  S.  March. 


The  past  has  been  a  very  important  year  in  the  history  of  our 
schools.  The  four  boroughs,  Greensburg,  East  Greensburg,  South- 
east Greensburg  and  Ludwick  were  united  in  the  one  borough  of 
Greensburg.  It  became  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  and  the  di- 
rectors to  unify  these  four  systems.  This  meant  a  great  deal  of 
work  and  a  large  expenditure  of  money.  Books,  supplies,  apparatus 
and  furniture  were  made  uniform;  one  building  was  entirely  reno- 
vated and  an  addition  built  to  it;  in  eight  rooms  double  seats  were 
replaced  by  single  ones;  one  curriculum  was  put  in  effect  through- 
out the  borough;  the  length  of  the  term  was  made  the  same  and 
the  rate  of  salary  was  made  uniform;  a  new  building  was  started 
in  one  of  the  new  wards;  all  of  these  improvements  made  it  neces- 
sary to  raise  the  millage  from  7^  to  15. 
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The  number  of  directors  was  increased  from  15  to  26  and  the 
number  of  teachers  from  37  to  56.  A  secretary  to  the  superinten- 
dent was  elected  who  was  fitted  to  act  as  substitute  in  case  of  emer- 
gency. This  proved  to  be  a  wise  plan,  for  when  one  of  the  teachers 
in  one  of  the  more  important  positions  was  compelled  to  resign  on 
account  of  sickness  there  was  a  thoroughly  capable  person  imme- 
diately at  hand  to  take  up  her  work.  While  not  engaged  in  teach- 
ing she  proved  to  be  of  great  value  to  the  superintendent  in  his 
clerical  work.  This  plan  worked  so  well  that  the  directors  have  de- 
termined to  continue  it  for  the  coming  year. 

Instead  of  one  grammar  school  with  five  teachers  of  the  year  be- 
fore we  had  two  schools  Avith  a  total  of  eight  teachers.  Each  of 
these  had  her  department.  The  principals  taught  arithmetic  and 
received  respectively  |90  and  |100  per  month.  The  others  were  paid 
|70  per  month.  The  salaries  of  eighteen  teachers  were  increased 
this  year.  During  the  last  two  years  more  than  |1,100  has  been 
added  to  the  pay  roll  of  teachers  in  what  were  the  four  boroughs. 
This  is  an  increase  of  over  40  per  cent.  I  doubt  if  there  is  any  town 
in  the  State  that  can  record  a  greater  percentage  of  increase.  The 
pay  roll  is  now  |37,500  for  the  superintendent  and  56  teachers. 
This  makes  an  average  of  about  |658  per  teacher.  In  addition  to 
the  increase  in  teachers'  salaries  the  wages  of  the  janitors  have  been 
increased  substantially. 

During  the  year  three  important  gifts  were  made  to  the  equip- 
ment of  the  schools.  Through  Senator  Woods  we  obtained  one  of 
the  collections  from  the  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museums  for  our 
new  grammar  school.  This  was  put  into  the  geography  room.  The 
Underwood  trustees  equipped  a  physical  laboratory  for  the  high 
school  and  also  gave  us  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  purchasing  of 
pictures  for  the  walls  of  the  high  school  building.  The  pictures 
were  chosen  with  several  ideas  in  view;  some  for  their  connection 
with  the  subjects  taught  in  the  school  and  others  for  their  artistic 
merit.  Of  the  former  there  are  such  things  as  portraits  of  historical 
and  literary  personages  and  places.  Of  the  later  there  are  copies 
of  representative  works  of  the  old  masters.  Spain,  Italy,  Holland, 
Germany,  France,  England  and  America  are  represented. 

We  had  invited  the  State  Educational  Association  to  be  our 
guests  next  year.  In  March  we  were  informed  that  they  would  be 
with  us  this  year.  Since  then  we  have  been  busy  in  formulating 
plans  for  their  entertainment.  A  concert  was  given  by  the  2,300 
children  of  the  town  to  raise  funds  for  this  purpose.  This  brought 
all  the  districts  of  the  new  borough  together  for  the  first  time  and 
tended  to  make  the  children  of  the  new  wards  feel  that  they  were 
indeed  a  part  of  the  greater  borough.     The  singing  of  the  lower 
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grades  was  in  charge  of  Miss  Emma  Baer,  and  of  the  nigh  School,  of 
Mr.  R.  G.  Shorthouse. 

^^'e  have  just  finished  our  commencement  exercises.  There  were 
twenty-nine  graduates  in  all,  ten  of  them  being  boys.  This  is  the 
largest  class  ever  graduated  from  our  school.  Dr.  W.  H.  Crawford, 
President  of  Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  preached  the  Bacca- 
laureate Sermon.  On  Tuesday  afternoon  the  class  gave  a  very  in- 
teresting performance  in  their  Class  Day  exercises.  On  Wednesday 
evening  the  regular  Commencement  exercises  were  held.  One  of 
the  features  of  the  various  exercises  was  the  singing  of  the  student 
body,  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Shorthouse. 

The  outlook  for  the  new  year  seems  very  auspicious.  The  board 
met  and  organized  by  unanimously  electing  W.  F.  Wegley,  Esq., 
president,  and  H.  H.  Fisher,  Esq.,  secretary.  For  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  schools  they  unanimously  re-elected  every  old 
teacher  recommended  by  the  superintendent  and  unanimously  adopt- 
ed a  number  of  suggestions  made  by  him. 


HANOVER^J.  C.  Carey. 


The  past  j^ear  has  been  a  year  of  advancement.  We  have  endeav- 
ored to  hold  fast  to  what  we  had  gained  and  also  to  push  forward 
with  new  plans  to  secure  greater  privileges  and  advantages. 

In  our  regular  studies  much  stress  was  placed  upon  the  subjects 
of  Language,  Grammar  and  Arithmetic.  As  a  result  of  our  efforts, 
a  much  higher  standard  in  these  branches  was  set  and  maintained. 
Writing  was  continued  with  the  impetus  secured  from  the  special 
teacher  of  last  year. 

Our  better  facilities  and  equipment  in  the  High  School  was  appre- 
ciated, as  was  shown  by  increased  interest  and  effort  on  the  part  of 
parents  and  pupils.  Because  of  our  recent  change  from  a  three 
to  a  four  years'  course,  we  had  no  graduating  class  and  no  com- 
mencement exercises,  but  we  hope  next  year  to  graduate  a  class 
who  may,  if  thej-  wish,  enter  any  college  of  the  state  or  accept  and 
hold  good  positions  in  the  commercial  field. 

Music  for  all  pupils  was  introduced  under  the  direction  of  an 
energetic  and  enthusiastic  supervisor.  Pupils  took  up  the  work 
with  eagerness  and  enjoyment  and  music  has  already  proved  an 
unqualified  success.  Near  the  close  of  the  year  a  Tom  Thumb  Wed- 
ding, given  exclusively  by  first  grade  pupils,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Supervisor  of  Music  and  the  First  Grade  Teachers,  to  three  good- 
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sized  housos,  netted  siiflleient  funds  to  purcliaso  four  f^ood  second- 
liaiid  piauos  for  the  schools — one  for  each  buildinj;. 

During  the  year  a  new  marking  system,  based  on  daily  recitations, 
influenced  slightly  by  written  reviews  every  six  weeks,  was  adopted 
and  carried  out.  As  results,  we  had  much  better  attendance,  a 
higher  grade  of  work,  and  much  more  accomplished. 

The  unsatisfactory  conditions  of  the  child  labor  laws  interfered 
with  the  work  of  the  attendance  officer,  who  did  the  best  possible 
under  the  circumstances*.  Our  experience  is  that  the  best  results 
can  be  obtained  when  the  issuing  of  employment  certificates  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  school  authorities. 

With  several  important  and  needed  changes  in  our  teaching  force, 
the  added  zeal  of  teachers  due  to  the  new  salary  law,  and  harmoni- 
ous and  united  action  of  the  Board,  we  look  forward  to  another  year 
of  progress  and  growth. 


HARRISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


The  employment  of  District  Supervisors  by  our  Board  and  the  in- 
stallation of  the  one  grade  plan  and  individual  teaching  in  the 
schools  have  resulted  in  the  following  improved  conditions: 

1.  Two  hundred  seventy-six  pupils  have  been  promoted  by  special 
examination  during  the  year,  as  against  thirty-nine  last  year,  an  in- 
crease of  over  600  per  cent. 

2.  Greater  efficiency  in  teaching  has  resulted  through  the  help- 
fulness extended  in  this  closer  supervision,  and  greater  stress  has 
been  laid  upon  the  importance  of  patient  and  helpful  work  with  the 
individual  pupil. 

3.  Frequent  tests  have  been  conducted  during  the  year  with  a 
view  to  indicating  the  exact  condition  of  the  various  schools  in- 
dividually and  relatively,  and  the  results  of  these  tests  have  had  a 
stimulating  effect  upon  teaching. 

4.  Special  weaknesses  have  been  detected,  corrected  and  improved 
with  greater  dispatch  than  formerly,  and  the  teaching  has  been 
made  more  uniform  in  the  different  grades. 

5.  Valuable  and  more  exact  information,  statistical  and  otherwise, 
has  been  gathered  for  the  Board,  and  this  has  been  at  the  disposal  of 
the  different  committees  from  month  to  month. 

6.  The  superintendent  has  been  able  to  give  his  special  attention 
to  those  schools  in  greatest  need  of  assistance  and  to  those  matters 
specially  important,  thereby  greatly  economizing  his  time. 

7.  Examinations  will  be  conducted  with  the  loss  of  far  less  time 
on  the  part  of  pupils  and  teachers,  with  less  confusion  and  excite- 
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ment,  and  with  greater  degree  of  justice  than  formerly,  the  last 
mentioned  result  being  due  to  the  fact  that  fewer  judges  or  exam- 
iners will  pass  upon  the  merit  of  the  work.  Heretofore,  in  the  prim- 
ary grades,  many  teachers  w^ere  selected  as  examiners — teachers  of 
widely  different  judgment  and  standards  of  excellence — whereas,  by 
the  new  plan,  the  supervisors  xviW  examine  all  primary  classes. 

A  change  in  the  time  of  our  annual  examinations  from  April  to 
the  close  of  the  school  in  June  has  resulted  in  producing  during  the 
Spring  months  greater  regularity  in  work  and  attendance,  less  rest- 
lessness on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and,  consequently,  greater  effi- 
ciency than  in  former  years.  Our  school  year  now  corresponds  to 
that  of  other  cities,  this  being  a  great  convenience  to  pupils  leaving 
Harrisburg  to  take  up  their  residence  elsewhere  and  to  those  coming 
to  this  city  to  reside. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association  of  this 
city  a  number  of  our  schools  will  be  favored  during  the  coming  year 
with  the  systematic  visitation  of  competent  nurses.  The  immediate 
purpose  of  the  work  will  be  to  assist  the  teacher  in  observing  such 
symptoms  in  children  as  forewarn  or  accompany  contagious  dis- 
eases; to  call  attention  to  pupils  who  seem  to  suffer  from  eye  strain, 
obstructed  breathing  passages,  defective  hearing,  caries  of  teeth, 
etc.;  and  to  care  for  such  small  and  discomforting  things  as  cuts, 
bruises,  si^rains,  etc.  The  ultimate  purpose,  however,  of  the  associa- 
tion is  to  pave  the  wa}-,  if  possible,  for  medical  inspection  in  our 
schools. 

The  bill  recently  passed  by  the  legislature  regulating  the  admis- 
sion of  beginners  into  public  schools  to  certain  fixed  periods  during 
the  year  wifl  be  of  much  assistance  to  Harrisburg  and  to  other 
districts  hampered  by  the  admission  of  pupils  at  irregular  intervals. 
Heretofore  our  graded  schools  have  been  graded  for  beginners  only 
in  name.  The  admission  of  beginners  whenever  they  apply  for  ad- 
mission certainly  is  a  hindrance  to  the  most  effective  work  on  the 
part  of  both  teachers  and  pupils.  We  expect  immediately  to  take 
advantage  of  the  new  law. 

Preliminary  steps  have  been  taken  toward  the  erection  of  a  new 
eight  room  building  in  the  eastern  section  of  the  city.  This  action 
has  been  made  necessary  by  the  congested  condition  of  the  schools 
in  this  section,  due  to  the  natural  growth  of  the  city. 

During  the  year  a  night  school  for  the  colored  was  organized  and 
placed  in  charge  of  one  of  our  most  experienced  colored  teachers. 
The  attendance,  the  interest  manifested  by  the  pupils,  and  the 
general  progress  made  have  been  encouraging. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  State  Superintendent  and  his  deputies  and 
assistants  for  their  co-operation  and  for  the  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended by  the  Department  during  the  year. 
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llAZLETON— 1).  A.  Harmon. 


Several  events  transpired  during  the  school  year  of  1906-1907  to 
encourage  the  friends  of  public  education. 

The  Board  of  Controllers  worked  in  perfect  accord  in  promoting 
wise  and  generous  legislation.  The  length  of  the  school  term  was 
increased  from  nine  to  ten  months. 

The  Hazleton  Public  Library  Association  was  incorporated  and 
subscriptions  of  nearly  six  thousand  dollars  towards  the  purchase 
of  books  have  already  been  paid  in  and  we  expect  to  reach  the  ten 
thousand  dollar  mark  for  that  purpose. 

The  School  Board  laid  a  tax  levy  of  one-half  mill  to  support  the 
Library,  and  Mr.  John  Markle  of  Jeddo,  Pa.,  is  aboi^  to  erect  a 
forty  thousand  dollar  building  for  library  purposes.  This  gift  is 
in  honor  of  his  father,  George  B.  Markle,  Sr.,  who  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  residents  of  this  city  and  a  successful  coal  operator. 

The  enrollment  in  all  of  the  upper  grades,  including  the  High 
School,  was  much  the  largest  in  our  history.  We  attribute  the  in- 
crease, in  part,  to  the  Batavia  System  of  Class-Individual  Instruc- 
tion. 

The  per  cent,  of  promotions  to  enrollment  was  eighty-three  (83.) 

The  entire  corps  of  teachers  of  1906-1907  was  re-elected  for  1907- 
1908. 

I  might  appear  unappreciative  and  ungrateful  were  I  to  omit  re- 
porting that  upon  three  occasions  during  the  term  I  was  reminded 
of  my  twenty-five  years  of  service  in  the  schools  of  Hazleton  by 
touching  addresses  and  handsome  gifts,  the  donors  being  the  City 
School  Board,  the  City  Teachers  and  the  High  School  Alumni.  To 
all  of  these  friends,  to  the  Press  of  the  city  and  to  very  many  of  the 
citizens,  I  owe  a  debt  of  gratitude  that  I  shall  try  to  pay  by  faith- 
ful and  efficient  service  in  the  interests,  educational  and  moral,  of 
our  community. 


HAZLE  TOWNSHIP,  LHZERNE  COUNTY— Joseph  B.  Gabrio. 


At  no  time  in  the  history  of  the  schools  of  Hazle  township,  could 
the  pupils  and  their  parents,  and,  the  taxpayers  generally,  review 
the  work  done  and  look  to  the  future  with  such  a  degree  of  satis- 
faction as  now. 

12—5—1907 
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The  enrollment  was  the  largest  since  the  formation  of  the  district 
—a  total  of  3,393  pupils. 

The  increase  in  the  population  and  of  the  children  of  school  age 
in  the  district  has  necessitated  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
teachers. 

In  five  of  the  schools  in  the  district,  the  enrollment  and  the  aver- 
age attendance  far  exceed  the  capacity  of  the  rooms.  This  condi- 
tion made  double  sessions  necessary. 

By  reason  of  a  custom  which  many  years  ago  crept  into  the  office 
of  the  county  commissioners,  sitting  as  a  board  of  revision,  the  as- 
sessed valuation  of  all  property  in  the  township  was  divided  by 
"four."  The  only  explanation  given  to  justify  such  action  was:  "It 
is  for  the  purpose  of  equalization." 

This  condition  limited  the  means  of  the  school  district  so  that  it 
was  impossible  to  expand  in  direct  ratio  with  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation. 

The  result  obtained  under  these  circumstances  are  very  credit- 
able however. 

At  this  present  triennial  assessment,  the  county  commissioners 
have  abandoned  the  unwarranted  practice  of  dividing  the  assessor's 
valuation  for  the,  so-called,  purpose  of  "equalization." 

As  a  result,  the  Hazle  township  school  district  will,  for  the  first 
time  in  many  years,  have  sufficient  money,  raised  by  taxation  as  pro- 
vided by  law,  to  give  the  pupils  in  the  district  the  improved  facili- 
ties and  advantages  which  the  advance  and  the  progress  of  the  times 
demand. 

Steps  have  already  been  taken  to  provide  for  two  new  school  build- 
ings and  additions  to  two  buildings  in  order  to  accommodate  the 
pupils  in  the  crowded  localities. 

The  best  evidence  that  the  condition  of  the  Hazle  township  school 
district  is  appreciatctrl  by  the  taxpayers,  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  re- 
sults and  the  rate  per  month  per  pupil,  were  pointed  out  by  large 
taxpayers  in  the  county  for  other  districts  to  follow. 

The  High  School  graduated  a  class  of  fifteen. 

The  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  Hazle  Hall,  Hazleton, 
Pa.,  on  the  evening  of  June  4,  and  were  pronounced,  by  universal 
sentiment,  the  most  successful  ever  held  in  the  district.  Hon. 
George  Howell,  of  Scranton.  Pa.,  was  the  speaker  of  the  evening, 
and  his  address  as  well  as  his  advice  was  well  received. 

It  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  report  the  return  of  Prof.  M.  W. 
Garrette,  who  just  graduated  with  honors  from  Yale  University,  to 
take  charge  of  the  High  School  next  year. 

His  return  is  hailed  with  much  delight  by  the  teachers  and  pat- 
rons, and  for  the  ensuing  year  there  is  nothing  but  "great  expecta- 
tions." 
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It  is  worthy    (o   note   iho.   support    lluit   the   public  pi'css  of  this 
locality  has  j^ivcii  (he  schools.     The  powci'  of  this  induenco  is  felt. 


HOMESTEAD— Jamos  M.  Nonis. 


The  past  school  year  has  been  a  very  successful  oue,  attended  with 
no  unusual  changes  in  our  work  or  methods. 

Our  High  School,  under  the  very  efficient  management  of  Mrs.  L. 
P.  Williams,  has  attained  a  very  high  standard,  and  our  graduates 
who  have  entered  the  Higher  Institutions  of  learning  have  been 
complimented  upon  their  thorough  preparation. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  our  pupils  avail  themselves  of  the 
opportunity  of  securing  a  high  school  training.  We  have  enrolled 
170  pupils  during  the  year,  and  of  this  number  48  belonged  to  the 
Commercial  Department.  This  Commercial  Course  requires  but 
two  years,  while  the  regular  course  takes  four.  This  course  lias 
I>roved  very  popular  as  the  demand  is  great  for  stenographers,  book- 
keepers, and  typewriters,  in  a  great  industrial  center  like  this. 

Our  Manual  Training  School  is  one  of  the  salient  features  of  our 
school  system.  Last  May  we  celebrated  our  Fourth  Annual  Found- 
er's Day,  commemorating  the  day  upon  which  C.  M.  Schwab  donated 
the  building  and  equipment  to  our  school  board. 

Upon  this  occasion  our  people  were  addressed  by  Judge  Joseph 
Buffington,  of  the  United  States  Superior  Court,  Dr.  John  A.  Bras- 
hear,  and  Mayor  George  W^.  Guthrie  of  Pittsburg. 

Mr.  Schwab  has  been  kind  enough  to  say  he  will  make  any  needed 
improvements  or  enlargements  and  our  Board  of  Education  hopes 
to  very  greatly  enlarge  the  scope  of  the  work  now  done  in  the 
Manual  Training  School. 

Teachers'  Reading  Classes  have  been  organized  and  are  doijig 
splendid  work  along  this  line.  The  Carnegie  Free  library  is  doing 
valuable  work  in  aiding  the  teachers  in  pro"\dding  supplementary 
reading  to  our  pupils.  The  I'brary  is  making  special  efforts  to  ac- 
commodate our  schools  with  abundance  of  reference  books. 

During  the  year  the  salaries  of  all  our  teachers  have  been  in- 
creased, and  we  are  now  about  on  a  par  with  the  salaries  paid  in 
Pittsburg. 

Our  Sanitary  Committee  has  done  its  vrork  so  well  that  we  have 
had  very  little  sickness  of  an  epidemic  nature. 
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HUNTINGDON— E.   R.  Barclay. 


Our  schools  have  had  a  prosperous  year.  In  nearly  every  line  we 
have  done  effective  work.  The  majority  of  our  teachers  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  energy,  faithfulness,  and  in  some  cases,  sacri- 
fice, and  whatever  of  success  we  have  achieved  during  the  year  is 
due  largely  to  their  untiring  efforts. 

But  three  of  our  teachers  held  provisional  certificates;  eighteen 
of  them  were  Normal  School  graduates  and  five  of  them  had  a  par- 
tial or  complete  course  in  college  training.  All  of  them  had  more 
than  two  years  experience  at  teaching. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Superintendent  outlined  a  course 
of  professional  reading  and  study  for  the  teachers  which  was  fol- 
lowed out  at  our  monthly  teachers  meetings  and  at  the  grade 
meetings.  In  this  work  our  teachers  were  earnest  and  we  accom- 
plished good  results. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,260,  of  which  922  were 
below  the  grammar  grades;  200  were  in  the  grammar  grades;  and 
138  were  in  the  High  School,  this  being  11  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
enrollment.  On  the  evening  of  May  31st,  twelve  girls  and  ten  boys 
were  given  their  well  earned  diplomas  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
and  appreciative  audience. 

Our  Patrons'  Day  brought  out  several  hundred  of  our  patrons 
and  cemented  the  union  between  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons. 

'We  can  not  boast  of  improvement  in  the  methods  of  enforcing 
the  compulsory  attendance  law.  The  popularity  of  this  law  in 
Huntingdon  is  below  par,  yet  we  did  what  we  could  under  the  cir- 
cumstances to  carry  out  its  provisions. 


JEANETTE— Theo.  B.  Shank. 


Our  schools  were  open  the  prescribed  period,  with  about  the  same 
enrollment  as  last  year.  It  was  the  first  year  that  the  Superin- 
tendent had  selected  the  teachers,  and  everybody  was  on  the  alert 
for  weaknesses.  But  the  teachers  did  good  work  and  the  patrons 
seemed  to  be  content.  This  time,  there  was  no  trouble  to  elect 
teachers  proposed  entirely  by  the  Superintendent,  who  made  it  a 


No.  5.  JOHNSTOWN.  ^  181 

poiut  not  to  recommend  anyone  whose  work  he  had  not  seen.  Sev- 
eral of  our  schools  are  very  much  crowded,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
to  re-district  the  town  or  open  several  more  rooms.  Music  will  be 
continued,  and  drawing  is  contemplated.  We  had  twenty-seven 
graduates  in  our  High  School  last  June.  This  seems  to  be  a  good 
showing  for  the  population  of  our  town.  There  are  at  least  twenty- 
fjve  young  men  and  women  from  Jeanete  in  college  and  the  town 
should  be  justly  proud  of  her  advancement  in  educational  work. 
Thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  their  kindness  during  the  year. 


JOHNSTOWN— James  N.  Muir. 


In  accordance  with  the  established  custom  of  the  board  of  con- 
trollers I  herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  of  the  public 
schools  of  Johnstown  city  for  the  school  year  of  1906-1907  and  the 
17th  annual  report  since  the  consolidation  of  the  city.  In  making 
this  report  on  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  I  purpose  to  deal 
only  with  the  matters  of  general  importance  and  omit  such  topics 
as  have  been  sufticiently  brought  out  in  the  monthly  reports. 

The  total  enrollment  in  all  the  schools  during  the  term  was  6,712. 
Of  this  number  404  were  enrolled  in  the  High  School.  Six  thou- 
sand, one  hundred  and  thirtj^-six  pupils  were  reported  for  the  second 
school  month,  which  was  the  greatest  monthly  enrollment  for  the 
term.  Of  this  number  392  were  enrolled  in  the  High  School.  There 
was  a  gradual  falling  off  in  attendance  from  the  second  month  to 
the  end  of  the  school  term,  with  but  5,749  pupils  enrolled  during  the 
ninth  school  month.  Of  this  number  320  were  enrolled  in  the  High 
School,  119  boys  and  201  girls.  Forty-six  seniors  received  diplomas 
or  graduation  and  147  pupils  received  certificates  of  promotion  and 
are  entitled  to  enter  High  School  in  the  fall.  There  were  367  pupils 
perfect  in  attendance  in  the  elementary  schools  and  21  in  the  High 
School  during  the  school  term.  We  may  expect  at  least  425  pupils 
in  the  High  School  next  fall. 

Five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-nine  pupils  were  on  the 
rolls  at  the  close  of  the  school  year.  Of  this  number  there  were 
320  in  the  High  School  and  5,429  in  the  elementary  schools,  554  com- 
pleted a  half  year's  work  and  831  failed  to  make  their  promotion. 
Of  this  number  220  are  retained  in  the  first  primary  grade.  Nearly 
all  of  this  number  were  admitted  after  mid-year.  In  this  grade  the 
pupils  entered  at  irregular  intervals  during  the  year  and  have  not 
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covered  sufficient  work  to  be  considered,  thus  leaving-  a  total  in  the 
remaining  elementary  grades  of  but  G21  pupils  who  really  failed  to 
make  their  promotion. 

An  interesting  sociological  problem  connected  with  the  school 
population  of  our  city  is  the  character  of  the  different  kinds  of 
elements  that  compose  the  present  and  future  citizenship  of  Johns- 
town. Two-thirds  of  the  number  of  children  attending  the  city 
schools  were  boru  in  Johnstown  city.  More  explicitly,  4,029  children 
were  born  in  Johnstown  city  and  1,157  were  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
outside  of  Johnstown.  This  fact  indicates  from  the  data  we  now 
have  that  our  future  population  of  Johnstown  city  with  its  large 
foreign  population  is  chiefly  increased  from  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Of  the  remaining  number  of  our  school  population,  278 
pupils  were  born  in  other  states  than  Pennsylvania,  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  furnished  27;  Germany  and  Austria,  112;  Norway,  Swe- 
den and  Denmark,  4;  Russia,  28;  Italy,  40;  other  countries,  68;  total, 
5,749,  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  ninth  school  month. 

These  items  do  not  point  out  the  exact  sources  from  which  the 
population  of  Johnstown  city  is  derived,  as  there  are  many  children 
born  in  America  of  foreign  parentage  attending  the  public  schools 
who  come  from  homes  where  the  English  language  is  not  spoken. 

The  hindrances  to  do  good  school  work  are  still  numerous  and  will 
bear  frequent  repetition.  To  make  wage-earners  of  their  children, 
constantly  to  hold  before  them  money-making  as  the  worthy  object 
and  to  fill  the  children's  minds  with  a  desire  to  get  it  at  once,  seem 
to  be  the  main  thoughts  of  many  parents  and  take  from  our  schools 
many  desirable  pupils. 

Another  hindrance  to  do  good  work  is  due  to  the  insufficient  light- 
ing of  our  school  buildings.  Several  times  during  the  year  the  i)rin- 
cipals  telephoned  to  the  office  stating  that  it  was  too  dark  in  their 
buildings  for  the  children  to  do  good  work.  Friday,  March  8,  all 
schools  except  Somerset  street  and  High  school  were  dismissed  for 
the  morning  session.  The  teachers'  wages  alone  for  this  session 
were  approximately  $200,  to  say  nothing  of  the  injury  done  the 
pupils  by  holding  them  to  their  work  on  dark  days  when  the  rooms 
are  insufficiently  lighted. 

During  the  year  there  were  185  pupils  in  our  schools  known  to 
have  defective  eyesight  not  properly  remedied  and  129  pupils  known 
to  have  defective  hearing.  In  addition  to  this  we  have  a  goodly 
number  of  pupils  who  should  have  special  attention.  Those  who  are 
defective  in  speech,  such  as  the  stammerer  and  stutterer,  present  a 
difficult  jjroblem  in  education.  This  defect  is  both  mental  and  physi- 
cal and  many  of  the  defective  traits  can  be  remedied  by  educational 
methods. 
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11  is  proper  to  bear  in  miiul  tluiL  tbi.s  year  has  been  one  of  si>eeific 
as  well  as  general  progress.  The  system  has  undergone  a  gradual 
bnt  decisive  change.  Tlie  grades  are  now  arranged  that  the  normal 
chiUi  will  be  able  to  complete  the  work  in  eight  years.  The  gifted 
may  be  able  to  do  it  in  seven  years.  It  may  take  others  nine  or  ten 
years,  and  no  pupil  will  interfere  or  liinder  the  progress  of  his 
fellow-pupil. 

The  year  has  been  especially  noted  for  punctuality  as  well  as 
excellent  attendance.  The  average  attendance  for  the  first  eight 
months  was  94  per  cent.  The  average  attendance  for  the  entire 
term  was  93  per  cent. 

The  following  figures  show  a  comparison  of  the  conduct  and  dis- 
cipline for  the  terms  of  1905-OG  and  190G-()7,  with  a  remarkable  in- 
crease in  punctuality  for  the  term  just  closed: 

1905-06  1906-07 

Registration  in  High  School,   358  404 

Cases  of  tardiness,  2,135  923 

Cases  of  suspension,   15  31 

Registration  in  elementary  schools, 6,412  6,308 

Cases  of  tardiness, 4,863  1,908 

Cases  of  corporal  punishment, 827  732 

While  these  figures  stand  for  a  wonderful  decrease  in  the  number 
of  cases  of  tardiness,  they  pale  into  insignificance  compared  with  the 
discipline  to  all  concerned.  The  great  gain  has  been  in  creating  a 
proper  public  sentiment  against  tardiness  and  the  right  attitude 
towards  punctuality  both  on  the  part  of  the  parent  and  the  child. 

The  institute  was  held  in  the  High  School  auditorium  November 
5th-9th,  inclusive.  The  instructors  Avere  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  of  Pennsylvania,  Dr.  W.  W. 
Stetson,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Augusta,  Maine;  Dr. 
Thomas  M.  Balliet.  Dean  of  New  York  University  of  Pedagogy;  Prof. 
Felix  E.  Schelling,  Chair  of  English,  University  of  Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia;  Mr.  Walter  Scott  Perrj,  Director  of  Department  of 
Fine  and  Applied  Arts,  Pratt  Institute,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Mr.  Hamlin 
E.  Cogswell,  Musical  Master,  Indiana  State  Normal  School;  Miss 
Evelyn  Bower  Beardsley,  Mus.  B.,  Violin,  Piano  and  Einsemble,  In- 
diana State  Normal  School;  Miss  Edna  Allen  Cogswell,  Pianist  and 
Contralto,  Indiana  State  Normal  School.  It  was  an  excellent  in- 
stitute. 

The  observations  made  on  the  year's  work  were  made  watli  special 
reference  to  the  thoroughness  in  which  the  x>rescribed  work  was 
done.  The  amount  of  intelligence  entering  into  the  instruction 
given,  the  preparation  and  definiteness  of  the  tasks  assigned  and  the 
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real  grasp  of  educational  purposes,  the  visible  results  of  all  these 
are  indicated  by  the  large  percentage  of  promotions  that  were  made. 
Manual  training,  vocal  music  and  drawing  hold  a  prominent  place 
in  the  course  of  study  and  are  appreciated  by  the  parents  and  by 
pupils  in  ways  indicating  knowledge  for  their  utility  and  culture. 
The  city  schools  are  in  a  progressive  and  wholesome  condition  from 
the  kindergarten  to  the  last  year  in  the  High  School. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of 
the  board  of  education  and  the  various  committees  for  their  earnest- 
ness in  all  the  work  of  the  schools,  the  readiness  of  the  press  to  take 
up  the  cause  of  the  schools  and  the  sympathy  and  courtesy  of  the 
patrons.  These  have  made  the  work  successful  and  pleasant  and 
we  can  look  back  over  the  year  with  gratefulness  and  may  we  look 
forward  to  the  coming  year  with  hopefulness  that  it  may  exceed  in 
efficiency  the  work  of  the  year  just  closed. 

I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  board  for  their 
confidence  and  support  to  the  teachers  and  to  the  supervisors  and 
principals  for  their  earnest  co-operation  and  devotion  to  their  school 
duties. 


LANCASTER— R.  K.  Buehrle, 


The  most  momentous  event  of  the  year  was  the  dissolution  of 
our  bi-partisan  Board  of  School  Directors  as  a  consequence  of  the 
repeal  of  the  special  act  of  18.50,  under  which  the  educational  af- 
fairs of  our  city  have  hitherto  been  conducted.  Henceforth  the 
members  of  our  school  board  will  be  chosen  at  the  general  election 
for  city  officers  as  provided  by  general  school  laws.  This  will,  of 
course,  place  the  entire  responsibility  for  the  management  of  the 
schools,  as  well  as  the  finances,  including  taxation,  on  the  party  in 
power.  Educational  public  opinion  is  favorable  to  small  boards, 
and  the  change  has  resulted  in  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  school 
directors  from  thirty-six  to  twenty-seven. 

Among  the  progressive  movements  were  a  general  increase  in 
the  salaries  of  teachers  and  the  election  of  a  professor  to  have 
charge  of  the  Commercial  Departments  of  the  high  schools. 

This  year  has  seen  the  beginning  of  scientific  instruction  in  vocal 
music.  It  is  no  longer  mere  chorus-singing,  however  excellent  that 
had  been,  especially  in  the  high  schools,  but  instruction  in  the  ele- 
ments of  music  under  the  direction  of  a  well-qualified  supervisor, 
and  some  of  the  primary  classes  already  show  very  promising  re- 
sults. 
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The  noxt  great  forward  step,  already  far  loo  long  postponed,  is 
the  employment  of  a  supervisor  of  drawing,  especially  for  the  grades 
below  the  high  schools,  which  it  is  fondly  hoped  will  be  taken  in 
accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on  Course 
of  Instruction. 

Closely  allied  to  this  is  manual  training  rendered  doubly  necessary 
by  the  altered  conditions  of  modern  life  which  very  greatly  atfect 
the  educational  life  of  the  children.  This  too,  will  be  introduced  in 
the  near  future. 

The  grading  of  our  schools  contemplates  two  years  for  the  prim- 
ary, two  for  the  intermediate,  two  for  the  secondary,  two  for  the 
grammar,  and  four  for  the  high  schools.  This  arrangement  has 
the  merit  of  few^  changes  of  teachers  for  each  pupil,  conduces  to 
closer  acquaintanceship  of  teacher  with  pupil  and  hence  facilitates 
progress.  It  also  minimizes  the  monotony  likely  to  arise  where  all 
the  pupils  are  of  the  same  grade,  provides  study  periods  for  one 
class  while  the  other  recites,  and  gives  the  classes  an  opportunity 
of  learning  from  each  other's  recitations. 

The  great  merits  claimed  for  the  ^'Batavia  System"  of  individual 
instruction  having  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  our  Board  of 
School  Directors,  and  the  teachers  having  presented  a  petition  that 
the  city  superintendent  be  commissioned  to  examine  into  the  same 
and  report  to  the  Board,  a  resolution  was  adopted  that  this  be  done, 
and  he  accordingly  devoted  a  week  to  this  undertaking.  The  ex- 
amination revealed  the  fact  that  as  great  a  diversity  in  age  prevailed 
among  the  pupils  of  the  same  grade  in  Batavia  as  in  Lancaster;  that 
whatever  merit  is  claimed  for  individual  instruction  is  not  due  to  it 
alone  but  in  a  large  measure  to  other  causes  and  conditions,  more 
favorable  than  those  found  elsewhere,  chief  among  which  is  the 
relatively  large  teaching  force  in  i>roportion  to  the  number  of  pupils. 
It  must  be  conceded  how^ever  that  Supt.  Kennedy  has  greatly  con- 
tributed to  educational  progress  by  insisting  that  it  is  the  teacher's 
duty  to  aid  the  pupil  in  the  study  and  preparation  of  his  lessons. 
In  this  lies  the  greatest  merit  of  the  "Batavia  System"  of  individual 
instruction. 

Good  schools  are  a  growth — a  kind  of  organism  of  which  the 
teachers  are  the  life  and  spirit.  Results  indicate  that  our  teachers 
are  with  very  rare  exceptions  well-qualified  and  faithful.  Neverthe- 
less, if  some  of  the  conditions  under  which  they  labor  received  better 
attention,  more  satisfactory  results  w^ould  be  achieved.  Just  now, 
it  is  especially  the  boys'  high  school  that  should  have  better  accom- 
modations, but  these  too  will,  no  doubt,  be  provided  in  the  near 
future. 

The  experience  of  the  past  two  years  has  clearly  demonstrated 
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the  wisdom  of  placing  the  granting  of  Employment  Certifleates  in 
charge  of  the  school  department.  It  is  unfortunate  for  the  children 
that  it  has  been  taken  away,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  persons 
less  closely  associated  with  them  and  their  parents. 

With  thanks  to  the  Department  for  the  many  favors  extended  to 
me,  not  the  least  of  which  has  been  the  permission  to  have  my  re- 
ports appear  in  the  forms  of  simplified  spelling,  I  now  bring  my 
fortieth  report  to  the  Department  to  a  close. 


LANSFORD— E.  E.  Kuntz. 


The  school  year  just  passed  is  one  of  the  most  successful  years 
in  the  school  history  of  Lansford.  We  had  an  enrollment  of  over 
1,200,  and  the  attendance  for  the  year  was  very  good.  For  two 
reasons  our  attendance  throughout  the  year  was  very  good,  reach- 
ing an  average  of  93  per  cent,  for  the  year.  The  two  reasons  as- 
signed are:  first,  the  interest  that  is  being  taken  by  the  public  in 
our  school  work;  second,  the  enforcement  of  the  Compulsory  Attend- 
ance Law.  We  began  early  to  make  the  offenders  suffer  the  penalty 
for  neglect  in  sending  their  children  to  school.  We  had  the  usual 
epidemics  of  measles,  mumps,  etc.,  which  accounts  for  the  attend- 
ance not  being  above  93  per  cent. 

Our  success  was  due  to  its  proper  extent  by  the  excellent  support 
of  a  good  school  board.  Our  board  is  wholly  in  sympathy  with  the 
work*  of  the  superintendent  and  teachers,  and  helps  to  make  the 
work  easier  and  successful  by  furnishing  the  best  of  materials  with 
which  to  work.  In  support  of  the  business  relating  to  school  man- 
agement and  all  school  work,  the  board  is  a  unit — a  condition 
greatly  to  be  desired. 

At  a  recent  meeting  of  the  board,  a  wise  resolution  was  passed  to 
put  the  primary  grades  on  half-day  sessions.  When  one  realizes 
how  restless  children  are  at  home  and  on  the  streets,  it  is  easy  to 
understand  the  strain  they  are  under  to  be  still  and  attentive  for 
five  or  six  hours  a.  day  in  the  school  room,  and  easy  to  see  the 
wisdom  of  the  movement.  The  health  of  the  child  is  the  first  con- 
sideration, and  half-day  sessions  are  good  means  of  maintaining  the 
sound  body  and  giving  sufficient  mind  culture  as  against  develop- 
ing the  mind  at  the  expense  of  the  body  with  whole-day  sessions. 

We  fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  increased  appropriation 
and  increased  minimum  salaries,  and  feel  that  we  will  be  benefitted 
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in  the  futui-c  by  j^cUiiig  sti-oii<j;('i'  lalciii  in  (lie  school  room  than 
under  the  former  oihUt  of  U'gisUitiou  on  school  alfairs. 

Our  buildings  are  bein<;-  improved  at  a  cost  of  over  |r),()()(),  improve- 
ments that  were  much  needed. 

The  standard  of  our  different  grades  was  raised  during  the  year. 
We  have  maintained  the  principle  of  compelling  the  pupils  to  come 
up  to  the  standard,  and  not  bringing  the  standard  down  to  meet  the 
desires  of  the  pupils.  This  was  largely  brought  about  by  cutting 
down  the  percentage  of  mid-year  promotions  to  a  minimum  by  rais- 
ing the  standard  for  promotions  at  mid  year.  Our  percentage  of 
promotions  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  about  1)2  per  eeftt. 

During  the  yeav  our  high  school  literary  society  gave  an  entertain- 
ment from  which  they  realized  fllO  towards  buying  a  new  piano  for 
the  school.  We  made  additions  to  our  library  during  the  year,  and 
was  well  patronized  by  the  pupils. 

Of  the  eight  candidates  for  graduation,  six  were  successful.  Of 
these  at  least  four  will  go  to  higher  Institutions  of  learning.  We 
have  reasons  to  feel  proud  of  the  number  of  young  people  who  con- 
tinue their  education  after  finishing  here;  also,  of  those  who  prepare 
themselves  at  home  for  teaching. 

As  a  whole  our  teachers  are  to  be  commended  for  the  good  work 
of  the  year.  We  expect  to  raise  the  standard  of  proficiency  of  our 
teacher-body  by  having  each  teacher  use  a  plan  book  to  work  out 
her  plans  beforehand.  This  will  benefit  the  pupil  in  tliat  the 
teacher  will  have  a  definite  line  of  w^ork  with  which  to  keep  up 
constant  and  systematic  review^s,  as  we  all  know  the  importance  of 
frequent  reviews. 

We,  therefore,  take  this  means  to  express  our  appreciation  for  the 
excellent  work  on  the  i)art  of  the  teachers;  for  the  hearty  support 
of  our  board  of  directors;  also,  for  the  readiness  and  promptness  of 
the  State  Department  in  answering  all  requests  for  information. 


LEBANON— E.  T.  Adams. 


On  the  12tli  of  June  we  closed  a  very  successful  school  year.  A 
class  of  thirty-five  was  graduated  from  the  nigh  School,  and  a 
class  of  about  one  hundred  will  enter  the  High  School  next  fall. 
The  total  enrollment  in  the  High  School  was  2.30,  almost  100  more 
than  we  had  seven  years  ago,  although  the  total  enrollment  of 
children  in  the  city  has  increased  very  little  during  that  time.  The 
increase  in  attendance  in  the  upper  grammar  grades  is  proportion- 
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ately  as  great  as  that  in  the  High  School.  This  fact  shows  that  there 
is  an  increased  interest  in  the  schools.  Pupils  are  attending  longer 
and  parents  are  taking  a  greater  interest  than  in  former  years.  I 
might  add  that  within  the  seven  years  almost  a  year's  work  has 
been  added  to  the  High  School,  so  that  now  a  boy  or  girl  can  pre- 
pare to  enter  most  any  college. 

The  Compulsory  School  Law  was  quite  rigidly  enforced,  but  yet 
it  does  seem  that  some  people  find  means  to  evade  most  any  law, 
however  stringent  the  law  may  be  and  however  well  the  authorities 
may  try  to  enforce  it.  In  our  case,  the  last  resort  is  sickness.  In 
several  instances,  boys  who  did  not  wish  to  go  to  school  would  tell 
their  mothers  that  they  had  headache,  and,  as  a  result,  would  be 
allowed  to  stay  in  bed  about  half  the  forenoon.  In  other  instances, 
Avhen  parents  were  called  to  account  for  not  sending  their  children 
to  school,  they  merely  said  they  were  not  able  to  attend  school,  and 
when  asked  for  a  doctor's  certificate  they  were  usually  able  to  get 
one. 

Two  years  ago  we  tried  the  plan  of  having  two  special  substitutes. 
That  plan  was  continued  with  success  this  year,  and  now  we  can 
hardly  see  how  we  could  get  along  without  substitute  teachers  who 
are  ready  and  prepared  at  all  times  to  go  into  a  grade  and  handle 
a  school  as  well  as  the  regular  teacher.  We  have  selected  two  of  the 
best  teachers  of  our  corps  for  this  work,  and  while  they  find  the  work 
very  difficult,  they  are  certainly  of  great  assistance  to  the  teachers 
and  the  schools  in  general,  because  they  leave  the  school  to  the 
teacher,  who  returns  after  a  few  days'  absence,  in  as  good  a  con- 
dition as  when  she  left;  while  in  former  years  when  we  placed  an 
inexperienced  teacher  in  a  school  as  a  substitute,  the  school  would 
be  frequently  disorganized  by  the  time  (he  regular  teacher  re- 
turned. 

Our  special  school  is  still  in  operation,  and  as  yet  has  a  very 
salutary  effect  on  all  the  schools  of  the  city.  While  there  are  many 
features  about  the  school  that  we  dislike,  yet  we  feel  that  the 
children  sent  to  it  are  just  as  well  cared  for  as  they  would  have 
been  in  the  regular  schools,  and  the  schools  from  which  they  came 
are  certainly  much  better  because  of  their  absence. 

During  last  summer  and  this  winter  we  remodeled  one  of  our 
old  four-roomed  buildings,  and  remodeled  and  added  four  rooms  to 
another  four-roomed  building.  With  these  two  buildings  remodeled 
and  beautified,  we  have  not  a  poor  building  in  the  city,  and  have 
but  one  building  that  has  outside  closets. 

We  are  just  now  introducing  Manual  Training  and  Domestic 
Science  in  our  High  School  and  grammar  grades.  Domestic  Science 
to  include  cooking  and  sewing.     We  have  engaged  Mr.  Pelton,  of 


No.  6.  LOCK  HAVEN.  189 

Rochester,  New  York, as  teacher  of  Manual  Tiainiuj^,  and  Miss  Sarah 
Morton,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  as  teacher  of  Domestic  Science. 
Both  these  teachers  are  highly  recommended  and  well  (lualitied  for 
their  positions. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  those  who 
have  made  the  school  year  a  success,  to  the  Department  for  their 
courtesy  and  advice;  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  loyal  sup- 
port given  at  all  times;  to  the  press  for  its  hearty  cooperation  in 
all  departments  of  school  in  which  publicity  was  essential;  and 
lastly  to  the  teachers  without  whose  support  and  earnest  toil  the 
school  work  would  not  luiv(?  been  a  success. 


LOCK   HAVEN— F.    M.   Morrison. 


I  became  superintendent  three  days  before  our  schools  opened 
last  September  and  my  first  duty  was  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
existing  conditions.  A  few  errors  existed  on  account  of  the  broken 
up  condition  of  the  schools  occasioned  by  the  vaccination  law.  There 
has  been  a  steady  educational  growth  during  the  year  which  has 
been  brought  about  by  the  earnest  efforts  of  our  teachers.  We 
have  endeavored  to  minimize  the  number  of  failures  of  pupils  to 
pass  the  grades  and  feel  gratified  with  the  results  obtained.  In 
my  judgment  we  are  doing  too  much  class  recitation  and  failing  at  a 
vital  point.  The  hearing  of  recitations  all  day  long  with  no  time 
for  individual  Instruction  is  both  wearing  on  the  teacher  and  a 
cause  for  so  many  failures.  The  total  enrollment  of  our  schools 
was  1,261,  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  1,012,  and  a  per 
cent,  of  attendance  of  93.  One  hundred  fifty  were  admitted  into 
the  first  year,  50  passed  into  the  High  School,  and  19  graduated. 
Sixty-five  unvaccinated  children  are  not  in  school,  and  40  are  em- 
ployed in  the  factories.  About  200  are  attending  other  schools  in 
the  district. 

We  had  a  total  enrollment  in  our  High  School  of  162.  We  enter 
another  vear  with  a  bright  outlook. 
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LOWEK     MEKION     TOAVNSHIP,     MONTGOMERY     COUNTY— 

A.  Reist  Rutt. 


I  hereby  submit  my  second  Annual  Report  as  Superintendent  of 
the  Lower  Merion  School  District. 

The  school  year  closed  with  the  Commencement  Exercises  on  the 
22nd  of  June,  at  which  time  a  class  of  thirty-three,  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  school  v»'as  graduated.  Superintendent  James  M. 
Coughlin  made  an  address  to  a  large  and  appreciative  audience. 
The  class  contained  nine  young  men  and  twenty-four  young  ladies. 
Two  of  the  young  men,  and  ten  of  the  young  ladies  were  graduated 
from  the  business  department.  At  least  four  of  the  young  men  and 
four  of  the  young  ladies  expect  to  enter  college  in  September. 

Manual  Training  was  introduced  into  the  High  School.  A  Dynamo 
and  Motor  were  installed  by  the  young  men,  and  twelve  tool-benches 
were  constructed.  To  the  already  well-equipped  physical  and  chemi- 
cal laboratory,  a  fine  microscope  and  spectroscope  were  added.  A 
number  of  volumes  were  added  to  the  Library  of  the  High  School. 

Monthly  Teachers'  Meetings  were  held,  at  which  subjects  per- 
taining to  the  work  of  the  school  were  discussed. 

At  the  opening  of  the  school  year  in  September,  a  considerable 
amount  of  supplementary  reading  was  added  to  the  several  grades 
from  the  first  to  the  eighth.  In  addition  to  the  supplementary 
reading  a  small  library  was  added  to  each  room.  This  addition  was 
made  with  the  hope  of  inducing  the  pupils  to  read,  and  to  become 
familiar  with  staridard  literature  outside  of  the  immediate  require- 
ments of  the  course.  The  object  was  to  develop  a  taste  for,  and 
the  habit  of  reading.  The  results  of  the  first  year  seem  to  justify 
the  still  further  continuation  of  this  plan.  The  development  of  the 
taste  for  reading  does  not  belong  to  any  one  grade  in  particular, 
nor  is  the  habit  formed  in  a  short  time.  It  is  the  duty  of  every 
teacher  in  every  grade  throughout  the  whole  Public  School  Curricu- 
lum to  lead  the  pupils  into  the  paths  of  good  literature.  With  this 
end  in  view,  the  plan  was  adopted  of  placing  within  reach  of  every 
pupil  some  books  which  he  can  read  if  he  will. 

On  Wednesday,  December  5th,  190G,  three  members  of  the  Moseley 
Committee  of  Teachers  from  Great  Britain  visited  Bryn  Mawr  and 
Ardmore  Public  Schools.  They  inspected  the  buildings  and  care- 
fully examined  the  work  of  pupils  and  teachers.  They  were  in- 
tensely interested  in  what  they  saw. 
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That  thoy  wcro  unqnalifiodly  i)loasc'(l  with  what  they  saw,  is  in- 
dica(ed  by  the  following  statements  made  by  them:  ''Your  discipline 
is  exeellent,  yet  it  is  not  repressive.  Your  teachers  and  pupils  are 
interested  and  enthusiastic  in  their  work.  The  pupils  have  excel- 
lent expression  in  reading  and  the  oral  work  is  very  good.  How 
do  you  secure  it?  Wt;  can't  do  it  so  well.  Your  floors  are  clean — 
no  scraps  of  paper  scattered  about.  Everywhere  there  is  an  ex- 
cellent atmosphere  of  work." 

In  the  Ardmore  Building  they  saw  a  class  in  reading  in  the  first, 
second  and  third  grades;  a  written  exercise  in  the  fourth  grade;  a 
language  lesson  in  the  fifth  grade;  a  memory  exercise  in  the  sixth 
grade;  a  lesson  in  United  States  History  in  the  seventh  grade;  and  a 
written  exercise  in  the  eighth  grade. 

Their  expressions  of  appreciation  were  highly  complimentary  to 
the  several  teachers  whose  work  they  inspected  and  their  visit  a 
compliment  to  Lower  Merion  Public  Schools. 


McKEESrOKT— Joseph  B.  Richey. 


The  principals  and  most  of  the  teachers  have  taken  special  in- 
terest in  studying  the  books  which  were  selected  by  the  Seperintend- 
ent.  Subjects  pertaining  to  school  methods,  school  management, 
school  hygiene,  discipline  and  moral  education  were  discussed. 
"Common  Sense  Didactics,"  by  Sabin,  and  the  "Recitation,"  by  Ham- 
ilton, formed  the  basis  of  our  study. 

Grade  meetings  Avere  held  by  the  Superintendent  and  Supervisors 
during  the  week  preceding  the  opening  of  the  schools.  These  meet- 
ings were  very  well  attended.  Only  a  few  teachers  were  absent. 
A  few  of  our  teachers  take  little  or  no  interest  in  the  work  which 
has  been  outlined  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  instruction. 
These  teachers  should  be  climated  from  the  school  system.  The 
teacher  who  is  not  interested  in  improving  herself  for  the  work 
of  the  school  room  is  of  very  little  use  to  the  School  District. 

In  1903  the  salary  of  the  Supervisor  of  Writing  was  f  1,200;  in 

1904,  11,200;  in  1905,  |1,200;  in  1906,  |1,200;  in  1907,  |1,300. 

In  1903  the  salary  of  the  Supervisors  of  Music  was  |1,000;  in  1904 
fl.OOO;  in  1905,  $1,000;  in  1906,  |1,000;  in  1907,  |1,050. 

In  1903  the  salary  of  the  Supervisor  of  Physical  Culture  was  |900; 
in  1904,  1900;  in  1905,  $900;  in  1906,  |900;  in  1907,  $1,000. 

In  1903  the  salary  of  the  Supervisor  of  Drawing  was  $1,000;  in 

1905,  $1,000;  in  1906,  $1,000;  in  1907,  $1,050. 
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During  the  year  the  schools  observed  Thanksgiving,  Christmas, 
Washington's  Birthday,  Lincoln's  Birthday,  and  Exhibition  Day. 
The  exercises  were  very  successful  and  several  thousand  i)arents 
visited  the  schools,  and  all  expressed  themselves  as  highly  pleased 
with  the  work  of  the  children.  The  children,  principals  and  super- 
visors worked  hard  to  make  these  specials  days  a  success  and  they 
succeeded. 

The  following  schedule  of  teachers'  salaries  was  adopted  for  the 
term  1907-1808: 

1.  All  teachers  who  are  graduates  of  the  Training  Department  of 
the  McKeesport  High  School  and  who  hold  Provisional  Certificates 
shall  receive  |40  per  month  for  the  first  year  and  |4:5  per  month  for 
the  second  year  and  thereafter.  Those  holding  Professional  Cer- 
tificates shall  receive  $50  per  month  for  the  first  year  and  .|55  per 
month  for  the  second  year  and  thereafter. 

2.  All  teachers  holding  State  Normal  Certificates  shall  receive  |40 
per  month  for  the  first  year  and  |45  per  month  for  the  second  year; 
those  holding  State  Normal  Diplomas  shall  receive  |50  per  month  for 
\he  first  year  and  |55  per  month  for  the  second  year  and  thereafter, 
lor  the  second,  third  and  fourth  grades. 

3.  All  college  graduates  shall  be  paid  the  same  as  graduates  of 
Training-  Department  of  the  McKeesport  High  School 

4.  All  other  teachers  holding  Provisional  Certificates  shall  re- 
ceive |40  ler  month;  those  holding  Professional  Certificates  shall  re- 
ceive |o0  per  month  for  the  first  year  and  .f.55  per  month  for  the 
second  year  and  thereafter. 

5.  All  teachers  holding  Permanent  Certificates  shall  receive  $55 
per  month  for  the  second,  third  and  fourth  grades. 

6.  All  teachers  holding  Permanent  Certificates  or  State  Normal 
Diplomas  and  have  had  three  yeai's  experience  in  teaching  shall  re- 
ceive |G0  per  month  for  the  first,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grades. 

7.  All  teachers  who  hold  Permanent  Certificates  or  State  Normal 
Diplomas  and  M^ho  have  had  four  years'  experience  in  teaching  shall 
receive  |G5  per  month  for  the  first,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth 
grades. 

8.  All  teachers  who  hold  Permanent  Certificates  or  State  Normal 
Diplomas  and  who  have  had  five  years'  experience  in  teaching  shall 
receive  $70  per  month  for  the  first  and  seventh  grades. 

9.  All  teachers  who  hold  Permanent  Certificates  or  State  Normal 
Diplomas  and  who  have  had  five  years'  experience  in  teaching  shall 
receive  $75  per  month  for  the  eighth  grade. 

10.  All  teachers  who  teach  in  rooms  containing  fourth  and  fifth 
grades  shall  receive  the  salary  for  the  fifth  grade. 
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U.  All  teachers  who  teach  in  rooms  coutaiuiug  sixth  and  seventh 
j^iades  shall  receive  the  sahiry  for  the  seventh  grade. 

12.  All  teachers  who  teach  in  rooms  containing;  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  shall  receive  the  salary  for  the  eighth  grade. 

13.  All  teachers  who  teach  in  rooms  containing  the  first  and 
second  grades  shall  receive  the  salary  for  the  first  grade. 

In  1903-4  one  principal  received  |750,  one  |850,  two  $1150,  three  |1,- 
200,  three  |l,25t),  and  one  (High  School)  |1,450. 

In  1904-5  one  principal  received  |S00,  two  §1,000,  one  $1,100,  three 
11,200,  one  |1,250,  one  $1,350,  one  $1,500,  one  (High  School)  $1,500. 

In  1905-6  five  principals  received  |1,200,  two  $l,30t),  one  $1,350, 
one  $1,550  and  one  (High  School)  $1,000. 

In  1907-08  six  principals  will  receive  1,200  two  $1,300,  one  $1,450, 
one  $1,700,  and  one  (High  School)  $2,000. 

The  school  enrollment  of  the  city  has  been  increasing  about  500 
pupils  each  year.  In  view  of  this  fact  the  Board  of  Education  began 
the  erection  of  five  twelve-room  buildings.  During  the  holiday 
vacation  we  occupied  ten  rooms  of  the  Christy  Park  Building.  In 
February,  1907,  we  occupied  eleven  rooms  of  the  Cherry  Lane  build- 
ing. In  September  we  will  occupy  eleven  rooms  of  the  Versailles 
Avenue  Building,  and  five  rooms  of  the  Fawcett  Building.  The 
people  of  this  city  have  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  new  build- 
ings. They  are  well  lighted,  heated  and  ventilated  and  have  been 
built  and  furnished  at  a  very  low  cost. 

The  Institute  1906-7  was  held  in  the  High  School  Auditorium, 
November  26th-30th,  inclusive.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Ruric  N. 
Koark,  Principal  of  Normal  School,  Eichmond,  Ky.,  Author  of  ''Psy- 
chology in  Education"  and  "Method  in  Education;"  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmuc- 
ker,  Lecturer,  Author  and  Naturalist,  ^Vest  Chester,  Pa.,  State 
Normal  School;  Dr.  C.  B.  Gilbert,  formerly  Superintendent  of 
Schools  of  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  Rochester,  N.  Y., 
author  of  ''Stepping  Stones  to  Literature"  and  ''Schools  and  It's 
Society";  Edward  Amherst  Ott,  President  of  Ott  School  of  Expres- 
sion, Chicago,  111.  The  Watheno  Concert  Company  gave  a  delight- 
ful entertainment. 

The  Institute  of  the  past  year  was  the  best,  in  every  respect, 
that  we  have  had.  The  mission  of  the  Institute  is  to  give  inspira- 
tion to  all  connected  with  the  administration  of  the  schools.  We 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  some  of  the  most  noted  school 
men  in  this  country  and  our  ideas  in  regard  to  our  duties  to  the 
children  and  the  public  have  been  clearified  and  broadened.  The 
evening  entertainments  were  given  free  to  the  public  and  were  well 
attended.     Often  the  large  Auditorium  was  not  large  enough  to  seat 
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all  those  wlio  wished  to  hear  the  great  problems  of  Education  dis- 
cussed by  great  men. 

An  examination  of  the  statistics  published  by  the  United  States 
Commissioner  of  Education  will  show  that  our  faith  in  education  has 
grown  with  our  growth  and  was  never  stronger  than  it  is  today. 
During  the  years  1870-1900  schools  of  all  grades,  both  public  and 
private  (or  endowed),  increased  in  numbers  enormously  and  the  ex- 
penditures for  schools  now  annually  reach  sums  that  seem  almost 
increditable.  In  the  public  schools  not  only  is  the  total  expendi- 
ture per  pupil  increasing  ($15.5.5  in  1869-1870;  |20.21  in  1899-1900); 
but  what  is  more  significant,  the  increase  per  capita  of  the  popula- 
tion is  increasing  also  (|1.64  in  1869-1870;  |2.84  in  1899-1900),  and 
this  in  spite  of  the  enormous  influx  of  population  that  now  pays 
taxes. 

The  average  cost  per  pupil  throughout  the  United  States  for  the 
school  year  of  1899-1900  was  |20.21  or  $2.81  per  month.  The  aver- 
age cost  of  each  pupil  in  McKeesport  schools  for  the  school  year  of 
1905-6  was  $18.27  or  $2.03  per  month;  and  for  the  school  year  1906-7 
was  $17.82  or  $1.98  per  month. 

In  1905-6  the  taxpayers  of  McKeesport  paid  $1.94  less  per  pupil 
for  the  maintenance  of  public  education  than  was  paid  on  the  aver- 
age throughout  the  United  States;  and  in  1906-7  the  cost  per  pupil  in 
McKeesport  was  45c  less  than  in  1905-6. 

Kow  when  we  consider  that  many  school  districts  in  United 
States  have  only  six  or  seven  months  of  school  a  year  and  in  many 
of  the  country  districts  the  wages  paid  to  teachers  are  very  low, 
the  taxpayers  of  McKeesport  have  reason  to  congratulate  them- 
selves that  the  Board  of  Education  has  been  able  to  furnish  good 
schools  for  nine  months  each  year  at  a  cost  less  than  the  average 
throughout  the  United  States. 

Money  spent  for  erecting  school  buildings  is  not  considered  when 
estimating  the  cost  of  instruction.  Money  invested  in  school  build- 
ings is  considered  an  asset  of  the  municipality  and  increases  the 
general  wealth  of  the  community  just  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
invested.  While  large  sums  have  been  invested  in  school  buildings 
by  the  school  district  of  this  city,  during  the  past  two  years,  yet 
the  amount  spent  for  the  maintenance  of  the  schools  (for  supplies, 
fuel,  janitors'  wages,  teachers'  salaries,  etc.),  has  been  less  per 
pupil  than  the  average  throughout  the  whole  country.  Less  money 
per  pupil  was  spent  in  McKeesport  for  actual  school  purposes  in 
1906-7  than  in  1905-6. 

"Let  us  remember  that  what  we  do  for  education  is  not  a  burden; 
it  is  rather  an  opportunity.  The  money  we  give  is  neither  charity 
nor  the  payment  of  a  debt;  it  is  an  investment  to  guarantee  the 
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IH'ilu'Uiily  of  man  and  of  markets;  of  Iiisloi y  and  of  literature;  of 
our  own  aehievcmenis  already  made  and  I  hose  of  our  children  yet 
to  be  nuide;  in  a  word,  the  money  invested  in  education  is  an  ox- 
pressiou  of  both  faith  and  desire  that  progressive  civilization  shall 
not  perish  from  the  face  of  the  earth." 


MAHANOY  CITY— W.  N.  Ehrhart. 


We  have  arrived  at  the  close  of  another  school  year,  and  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  submitting-  a  brief  report.  The  year  was  on  the 
whole  a  pleasant  one,  and  our  work  whether  viewed  extensively  or 
intensively  did  not  dilfer  materially  from  that  of  the  previous  year. 
The  usual  interest  was  manifested  on  all  sides,  and  the  usual 
difficulties  incident  to  school  work  had  to  be  met  and  overcome. 
All  the  teachers  of  the  previous  year  were  applicants  for  their 
positions,  and  were  received  without  a  dissenting-  voice.  The 
schools  were  attended  by  2,586  different  pupils,  of  whom  about 
1,900  were  in  the  primary  grades,  550  were  in  the  grammar  grades 
and  the  remainder  in  the  high  school.  These  numbers  show  a  slight 
falling  off  compared  with  the  previous  year.  A  new  grammar  school 
was  opened  at  the  beginning  of  the  school  term. 

An  attendance  officer  was  employed  the  greater  jiart  of  the  term, 
through  his  efforts  many  a  truant  was  brought  into  school.  He 
reported  eight  prosecutions  of  parents  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  compulsory  attendance  laws,  and  in  every  case  the 
desired  result  was  reached.  No  official  connected  with  our  schools 
gets  more  vigorous  support  than  the  attendance  officer. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  school  term  all  the  teachers,  including 
the  substitutes,  purchased  Dr.  Hamilton's  excellent  work,  ''The 
Kecitation,"  We  read  and  discussed  it  with  great  profit  in  our 
teachers'  meetings.  This  book  must  ever  prove  a  great  help  to  the 
teacher  who  reads  and  studies  it.  If  he  happens  to  be  in  the  rut 
of  a  dull  routine,  he  is  likely  to  be  made  aware  of  the  fact  at  least. 
If  he  fancies  that  the  recitation  is  a  mere  form  of  assigning  and 
hearing  lessons,  a  casual  glance  at  the  work  will  show  him  his  error. 
But  even  if  he  is  progressive,  if  he  is  convinced  that  the  recitation 
is  the  pivot  on  which  the  complex  process  of  school  work  turns,  he 
will  find  in  this  most  valuable  work  an  inspiration,  a  waking  up, 
such  as  he  may  never  before  have  experienced. 

Schools  closed  June  5.  One  hundred  and  ten  pupils  completed  the 
course  prescribed  for  the  grammar  grade,  and  seventeen  graduated 
fi'om  the  high  school.  Of  these  nine  took  the  commercial  course 
and  eight  the  general  course. 
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MAHANOY    TOWNSHIP,    SCHUYLKILL    COUNTY— Daniel    F. 

Guinan. 


Two  additional  primary  teachers  were  elected  the  first  month  of 
the  term,  increasing  the  number  of  teachers  in  our  district  from 
thirty-eight  to  forty. 

These  primary  teachers  were  for  rooms  which  had  on  roll  sixty 
or  more  pupils  for  one  teacher. 

While  it  gives  the  disadvantage  of  two  teachers  in  the  one  room, 
yet  it  enables  the  teachers  to  increase  the  amount  of  work  and 
number  of  recitations  for  the  pupils  in  these  schools.  We  have 
now  six  rooms  in  each  of  which  two  teachers  conduct  their  schools. 
In  all  the  other  schools  each  teacher  has  a  separate  room. 

With  approximately  the  same  number  of  pupils  on  roll,  in  the 
district,  during  the  last  five  years  the  number  of  teachers  has  been 
increased  from  thirty-five  to  forty. 

A  one-room  addition  is  just  completed  to  the  Park  Place  school 
building  and  will  be  occupied  next  term. 

The  erection  of  this  room  will  permit  a  better  grading  of  the  pupils 
there  and  provide  one  room  for  each  teacher  in  the  building.  The 
room  contains  new  furniture  and  school  apparatus. 

A  class  of  twelve,  one  boy  and  eleven  girls,  graduated  from  the 
High  School. 

The  annual  competitive  examination  for  entrance  to  the  High 
School  was  held  the  last  week  of  the  term,  and  twenty  pupils  of  the 
different  grammar  schools  were  given  promotion  certificates  to  this 
school. 

While  commencements  are  popular  and  pleasing  to  graduates  and 
parents,  yet  it  is  evident  that  much  valuable  time  is  spent  during 
the  school  term  in  preparing  for  commencement — time  that  could 
be  more  profitably  used  in  mastering  the  studios  of  the  final  year. 

Pupils  appear  to  be  more  interested  in  their  studies  and  make 
better  use  of  the  time  during  the  first  and  second  years  than  during 
the  last  year  of  high  school  work.  In  a  teachers'  examination  con- 
ducted by  Supt.  Shipman  seven  of  our  graduates  failed  to  draw  a 
provisional  certificate.  The  number  of  applicants  for  teachers  cer- 
tificates was  in  excess  of  the  seating  capacity  of  the  building  in 
which  examination  was  held  and  it  was  necessary  to  divide  and 
separate  the  class  in  two  rooms,  one  for  the  teachers  and  one  for 
the  new  applicants.  To  expedite  the  work,  I  chose  two  difl:erent 
rooms,  instead  of  two  different  dates  to  accommodate  the  two  divis- 
ions of  applicants. 


No.  B.  MEADVILLE.  1»7 

Language  work  was  giveu  more  attention  in  the  primary  schools 
than  formerly.  Fourth  year  pupils  receive  daily  instruction  and 
practice  in  written  language. 

The  Jackson  school  building  was  painted  on  the  outside  before 
the  opening  of  the  term  and  the  new  paint' added  to  its  attractive- 
ness. 


MEADVILLE^U.  G.  Smith. 


"Substantial  work  was  accomplished  along  all  lines  in  all  depart- 
ments of  our  schools  during  the  past  year. 

The  enrollment  and  attendance  compared  with  the  previous  year 
is  as  follows:  Enrollment  1,942,  a  decrease  of  9;  average  attendance, 
1,635,  an  increase  of  97;  per  cent,  of  attendance,  95,  an  increase  of 
1.5  per  cent.;  number  admitted  to  primary  schools  for  first  time,  178, 
an  increase  of  40;  number  admitted  to  first  year  in  high  school,  165, 
an  increase  of  41;  enrollment  in  the  high  school,  391,  an  increase  of 
56. 

The  fact  that  w'hile  there  was  a  decrease  of  9  in  the  total 
enrollment  in  all  the  schools  of  the  district,  there  was  an  increase 
of  56  in  the  enrollment  of  the  high  school  makes  it  evident  that 
there  is  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  the  young  people  of  the  com- 
munity for  a  higher  education.  The  increase  in  attendance  in  the 
high  school  made  it  necessary  to  employ  an  extra  teacher  at  the  mid- 
dle of  the  year,  and  comfortable  seating  space  was  overtaxed.  Pro- 
motions at  the  close  of  the  term  indicate  the  necessity  for  providing 
a  place  for  one  room  of  the  high  school  in  one  of  the  district  build- 
ings for  the  ensuing  term. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


The  year  just  passed  has  not  been  marked  by  any  special  innova- 
tions in  our  school  system.  The  work  of  the  teachers  and  pupils 
has  been  kept  up  to  the  usual  standard  of  eflficiency.  Our  total 
enrollment  of  1,110  pupils  was  below  the  average  for  the  past  ten 
years.  The  establishment  of  factories  employing  child  labor  has 
taken  a  large  number  of  pupils  from  our  schools.  The  advent  of 
the  skating  rink,  nickelodeons,  bijous,  etc.,  is  making  special  de- 
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raands  on  the  finances  of  tlie  homes,  tliat  the  fifty  cents  per  day 
earned  by  a  child  is  preferable  to  the  mental  training  received  if 
the  child  should  remain  in  school  a  few  years  longer. 

Our  high  school  has  been  doing  very  commendable  work  for  sev- 
eral years,  the  students  receiving  considerable  impetus  to  continue 
their  education  in  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Six  of  the  eight 
boys  graduated  from  our  high  school  in  1906  will  be  in  college  during 
1907-08.  Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  class  of  1907  will  engage  in  teaching 
for  a  3'ear  and  then  continue  their  work  in  college. 

In  connection  with  our  high  school  the  students  conduct  a  literary 
society  which  meets  bi-weekly  throughout  the  school  term.  During 
the  course  of  four  years  the  students  receive  valuable  literary  train- 
ing, and  a  larger  percentage  of  the  boys  become  good  public  speak- 
ers. 

The  School  Board  wisely  invested  about  |300  in  physical  appara- 
tus, which  makes  laboratory  work  in  connection  with  physics  a  val- 
uable addition  to  our  high  school  course. 

Eight  teachers'  meetings  were  held  during  the  year.  Men  promi- 
nent in  school  affairs  addressed  these  meetings  on  subjects  of  par- 
ticular interest  to  teachers.  The  papers  prepared  and  read  by  the 
teachers  were  of  high  order  and  were  very  helpful.  Monthly  grade 
meetings  were  also  held. 

A  number  of  ladies  interested  in  school  children  organized  a 
"Mothers'  Congress  Circle"  and  held  monthly  meetings  in  the  high 
school  room.  The  organization  is  identified  with  the  National 
Congress  of  Mothers  and  will  send  a  delegate  to  the  national  meet- 
ing in  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  With  a  membership  of  about  40  mothers 
the  Circle  received  such  impetus  that  no  doubt  its  influence  on  edu- 
cational affairs  in  our  community  will  be  marked. 

The  year  closed  with  the  annual  commencement  exercises,  the 
address  to  the  class  being  made  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer. 

Having  a  progressive  school  board,  faithful  teachers,  an  interested 
public,  prospects  for  a  large  enrollment  of  pupils,  we  approach  the 
new  year  with  ever}'  prospect  for  a  successful  term  of  school. 


MILTON— W.  A.  Wilson. 


We  began  the  year  by  establishing  a  new  eighth  grade  and  at  the 
end  of  the  year  held  the  first  annual  graduating  exercises  from  the 
eighth  grade  to  the  high  school;  graduating  eighty-two  pupils  as 
against  fifty-six  pupils  the  year  before  with  one  eighth  grade. 
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Lalin,  which  had  previously  been  required  in  the  ei^^hth  <;nid('  and 
in  the  first  two  years  of  the  high  school  course,  was  taken  from  the 
eighth  grade  entirely  and  made  optional  throughout  (he  high  school 
course. 

A  new  eourse  of  study  was  adopted  in  the  high  school.  It  is  flex- 
ible and  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the  community.  French  was  added 
and  a  four  years'  business  course  in  bookkeeping,  stenography  and 
typewriting  were  also  added.  Tliis  made  necessary  (he  appointment 
of  a  new  teacher  for  the  department  of  mathematics  and  the  pur- 
chase of  more  desks  because  the  high  school  attendance  increased 
just  25  per  cent.  We  expect  the  increase  in  the  coming  year  will  be 
at  least  33  and  one-third  per  cent,  over  the  attendance  of  the  year 
just  closed.  We  have  a  strong,  loyal,  harmonious  high  school  fac- 
ulty. Added  interest  in  the  high  school  has  been  secured  by  install- 
ing in  the  high  school  a  commercial  college  collection  and  in  each  of 
the  4  ward  schools  a  high  school  commercial  collection  which  were 
furnished  by  the  Philadelphia  Museums  and  obtained  through  the 
practical  assistance  of  our  State  Senator,  Fred  A.  Godcharles.  We 
also  added  |400  worth  of  new  apparatus  to  the  physics  department 
of  the  high  school.  There  were  graduated  from  the  high  school  this 
year  a  class  of  tAventy-five,  ten  girls  and  fifteen  boys.  Eleven  of 
these  boys  and  girls  expect  to  enter  college  next  fall. 

The  pupils  of  each  room  in  the  city  purchased  a  flag  and  staff  and 
now  each  room  is  decorated  with  a  flag. 

The  enrollment  during  the  past  year  has  been  the  largest  in  the 
history  of  the  borough  schools.  The  ])ercentage  of  promotions  has 
also  been  the  highest  during  the  history  of  the  borough  schools. 
Altogether  the  year  has  been  a  most  successful  one. 

There  is  a  strong  public  sentiment  for  better  schools.  The  Alumni 
Association  of  the  High  School  is  a  strong,  enthusiastic  band  of 
workers  for  the  schools  of  the  towni.  Plans  are  being  made  by  the 
association  for  practical  work  for  the  schools  during  the  coming 
year.  We  expect  soon  to  hold  an  election  to  obtain  consent  to  bond 
the  borough  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  new  high  school  build- 
ing. 

I  thank  the  Department  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  me 
during  the  past  year. 


MTNERSVILLE— H.  H.  Spayd. 


We  have  succeeded  well  in  enforcing  the  compulsory  attendance 
law  as  is  shown  by  the  high  percentage  of  attendance  attained  by 
our  schools  during  the  year.     The  habit  of  attending  school  regu- 
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larly  in  the  lower  grades  has  carried  many  a  pupil  through  the  gram- 
mar and  high  schools  after  the  age  of  compulsory  attendance  had 
been  reached.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the  progress  of  the 
pupils  in  their  studies  is  always  in  proportion  to  the  attendance,  and 
yet  one  of  the  essentials  in  teaching  is  the  attendance  of  the  pupils. 

We  have  made  an  earnest  effort  in  the  high  school,  and  some  of 
the  other  schools,  to  cater  to  the  social  instinct  of  the  pupils.  To 
this  end  we  held  a  number  of  socials,  and  literary  and  musical  enter- 
tainments in  the  high  school  room.  The  small  admission  we  charged 
has  produced  a  fund  that  is  used  in  buying  books,  pictures,  clocks 
and  such  other  helps  for  the  adornment  of  the  school  rooms  that 
the  school  board  would  ordinarily  hesitate  to  buy. 

The  high  school  has  its  own  orchestra  which  rendered  the  music 
in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  for  the  commencement.  Man}^  patrons 
claimed  the  music  was  fully  equal  to  that  furnished  by  the  paid 
orchestras  at  former  commencements.  This  orchestra  in  the  high 
school  has  given  quite  an  impetus  to  musical  study  throughout  the 
town.  At  about  the  same  time  that  this  orchestra  was  started  a 
band  composed  of  school  boys  ranging  from  9  to  15  years  of  age  was 
organized  in  town  and  is  now  composed  of  3C  members. 

Our  aim  in  all  this  is  to  keep  the  children  from  the  streets,  and 
the  older  boys  from  questionable  places  of  resort.  This  is  in  line 
with  the  efforts  made  in  some  of  the  larger  cities  to  make  the  school 
house  the  center  of  the  social  life  of  the  communit3\  We  need  all 
the  help  along  this  line  that  we  can  possibly  get  in  order  that  we 
may  civilize  and  Americanize  the  large  number  of  ''foreigners"  who 
are  pouring  into  the  coal  region.  The  so-called  "^Continental  Sab- 
bath" is  fast  coming  into  our  section,  and  this  is  only  one  of  the 
invasions  that  is  gaining  a  foothold. 

In  line  with  this  but  for  perhaps  a  slightly  different  purpose,  we 
lay  great  stress  upon  the  observance  of  Thanksgiving,  Washington's 
Birthday  and  Memorial  Day.  We  prepare  elaborate  programs  for 
the  day  before  these  holidays  and  invite  the  parents  to  the  exer-- 
cises.  Love  of  country  may  grow  spontaneously,  but  it  is  best  not 
to  take  any  chances  when  you  have  to  deal  with  such  a  cosmopolitan 
population  as  we  have.  It  may  be  well  to  state  that  the  children 
enter  very  enthusiastically  into  these  exercises  and  I  believe  with  a 
good  degree  of  understanding. 

This  year  our  commencement  fell  on  ''Flag  Day"  and  we  took 
occasion  to  call  attention  to  this  day  by  displjfsing  the  flag  on  our 
programs  and  in  the  decorating  of  the  high  school  auditorium  in 
which  the  exercises  were  held. 

We  made  progress  along  all  the  lines  of  school  work,  but  not  as 
much  as  we  had  hoped  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  not  as  much 
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as  wo  think  coiild  be  made  if  we  as  teachers  knew  more  fully  how 
to  teach — if  we  understood  more  fully  how  to  awaken  the  dormant 
faculties  of  the  child  mind. 


MONESSEN— Kobert  W.  Himelick. 


In  our  report  to  you  a  year  ago,  we  attempted  to  show  something 
as  to  what  had  been  accomplished  in  the  Monessen  Public  Schools 
since  their  orgauinzation.  This  work  was  of  a  specific  nature.  It 
applied  to  local  conditions  only.  In  the  present  report  we  wish  to 
consider  the  question  of  education  from  a  broader  point  of  view. 
We  cannot  live  unto  ourselves.  We  are  a  part  and  parcel  of  human 
kind,  with  obligations  reaching  far  beyond  the  confines  of  our  own 
city.  You  must  educate  your  children  to  assume  the  duties  that 
the  world  demands.  We  not  only  have  children  from  every  quarter 
of  the  globe,  but  we  are  sending  them  to  the  remotest  ends  of  the 
earth.  This  being  true  we  must  decide  that  our  problem  is  one  that 
is  common  to  all;  that  our  instruction  must  be  in  harmony  with  the 
universal  problem,  tinged  only  with  the  local  necessities. 

With  this  end  in  view  we  feel  that  we  are  justified  in  bringing  to 
your  notice  problems  of  vital  interest  to  the  school  in  general.  In 
doing  this  we  feel  that  we  must  of  necessity  touch  upon  the  things 
that  are  most  vital  to  our  schools  here. 

The  introduction  of  Manual  Training  and  Constructive  Work  has 
done  much  and  will  do  more  to  give  the  child  command  of  himself. 
It  is  taking  up  a  thing  that  has  been  discarded  by  the  home,  and 
giving  to  the  child  the  best  possible  substitute. 

The  work  in  the  School  Garden  has  created  an  interest  that  is 
far  reaching  in  its  results.  The  home  has  been  touched,  civic  pride 
has  been  elevated,  and  the  child  has  been  introduced  to  the  source 
from  which  his  physical  wants  are  gratified.  He  has  caught 
glimpses  of  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  been  brought  in  closer  com- 
munion with  his  God.  His  standards  of  life  have  been  elevated 
and  he  has  ascended  the  'Mount  of  Transfiguration'  a  little  way. 

Our  teachers  have  a  deeper  interest  in  the  schools  than  ever 
before.  This  is  due  largely  to  the  tenure  of  office.  They  are  not 
only  interested  from  the  educational  point  of  view,  but  from 
friendships  that  have  been  formed  during  their  stay  here.  The  fact 
that  35  out  of  the  37  have  signified  their  intention  of  staying  with 
you  another  year,  has  in  it  a  lesson  that  is  well  to  consider. 

15  : 
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While  the  statistical  part  of  a  report  is  not  always  the  most 
interesting,  yet  I  wish  to  submit  below  a  few  of  the  more  vital  ones : 

Number  of  Teachers, 37 

Number   of   School   Rooms,    38 

Teachers  holding  Provisional  Certificates, 4 

Teachers  holding  Professional  Certificates,   3 

Teachers  holding  Permanent  Certificates,    3 

Teachers  holding  State  Normal  Certificates,  22 

Teachers  holding  College  Certificates,   6 

Visits  mad^  by  Superintendent 989 

Enrollment— Boys,  718;  Girls,  737;  Total,   1,455 

Average  daily  attendance,    1,004 

Per  cent,  of  attendance 93 

Cost  of  Pupil  per  month ,|1.95 

Enrolled  in  evening  school, 116 

Graduates  from  High  School,   4 

Graduates  from  Grammar  School,   39 

On  behalf  of  the  children  I  wish  to  thank  the  School  Board  for 
the  interest  which  they  have  manifested  in  the  schools.  If  they  do 
not  express  their  appreciation  in  words,  they  will  express  it  in 
actions  w^hich  speak  louder  than  words.  You  have  just  reason  to 
feel  proud  of  your  past  record. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  past  standard  will  not  only  be  main- 
tained, but  better  and  greater  things  shall  be  done. 


MOUNT  CARMEL— S.  H.  Dean. 


It  is  a  serious  question  if  compulsory  education  has  done  more 
harm  than  good.  Does  it  not  offer  too  great  inducements  for  lying 
and  cultivate  ingenuity  in  trying  to  outwit  the  Attendance  Officer? 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  has  been  clearly  proven  in  our  town  that 
every  case  of  truancy  had  a  cause.  The  same  money  spent  in  try- 
ing to  overcome  these  causes  would  bring  far  greater  results.  Proper 
food,  proper  clothing,  proper  medical  attention,  and  proper  teachers 
are  things  that  remove  every  case  of  truancy.  This  is  true  as  far 
as  the  child  is  concerned  who  is  permitted  by  his  parents  to  go  to 
school.  But  the  problem  is  how  to  prevent  rather  than  how  to 
remedy  troubles.  Tell  me  how  to  educate  the  parents  to  train  up 
their  children  as  they  should  and  tell  me  how  to  give  parents  good 
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powers  of  discipline  and  I  will  tell  you  Uial  there  will  be  no  need 
for  compulsory  education. 

Leading  is  better  than  driving,  feeding  is  better  than  starvation, 
pleasure  is  better  than  pain,  good  crops  are  better  than  sandy  plains. 

Again  it  is  an  insult  to  a  parent  to  ask  him  why  his  child  is  not  in 
school  when  he  is  just  as  anxious  as  can  be  to  keep  liim  in  school, 
l^ife  is  real  and  earnest  and  it  is  often  the  duty  as  well  as  the  privi- 
lege of  a  child  to  stay  at  home  and  help  the  mother  who  is  crushed 
by  burdens  and  care  and  sickness.  It  puts  mental  fiber  into  a  child 
to  do  and  to  bear  burdens  that  are  reasonable.  The  law  makers  at 
Harrisburg  have  not  been  the  wisest  in  saying  a  child  shall  not  work 
until  he  is  fourteen  in  vacations.  Those  are  the  ages  that  are  the 
time  for  idle  hands  to  lay  the  fo^undations  for  not  wishing  to  work. 
Evil  seeds  are  then  sown  and  in  town  life  the  child  does  not  have 
something  to  do  and  good  habits  of  work  are  not  formed.  This  is 
the  reason  that  the  country-  child  surpasses  the  city  child.  If  a 
child  is  busy  you  do  not  have  to  say  all  the  time,  ''No,  no,  no."  You 
take  it  as  a  matter  of  course  that  he  will  do  his  work  and  he  does 
the  same.  How  often  parents  come  to  me  and  ask  what  I  would  do 
with  such  and  such  a  case.  The  trouble  is  that  the  children  have 
been  allowed  to  run  the  streets  and  have  not  been  busy. 

During  the  past  year  our  teachers  have  had  two  points  in  view. 
To  get  the  children  so  that  they  can  perform  the  four  fundamental 
oi^erations  quickly  and  accurately  and  so  that  they  can  write  a  sim- 
ple business  letter  correctly.  To  teach  to  think,  to  be  accurate,  and 
to  be  reliable  seem  to  me  to  be  the  chief  end  of  a  teacher. 


NANTICOKE— John  Wm.  Griffith. 


The  school  term  which  closed  on  the  31st  of  May  was  uninter- 
rupted by  epidemics  or  serious  diseases,  the  bane  of  our  schools 
and  community  the  two  preceding  years,  and  in  consequence  the 
work  of  the  year  was  very  satisfactor3\ 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  was  decided  to  change  from  the 
vertical  system  of  writing,  which  had  been  in  use  in  tlie  borough  for 
over  twelve  years,  to  the  muscular  movement  as  developed  by  A.  N. 
Palmer  in  his  ''Method  of  Business  Writing."  Realizing  that  the 
first  essentials  in  the  art  of  writing,  like  all  other  arts,  are  skill  and 
efficiency  in  those  who  impart  instruction,  the  teachers  met  once  a 
week  to  practice  the  new  method.  It  is  no  easy  task  for  a  person 
who  has  formed  his  handwriting  to  change  it;  but  our  teachers 
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worked  with  an  enthusiasm  that  brought  about  commendable 
results.  We  do  not  desire  to  convey  the  impression  that  all  our 
teachers  are  skilled  penmen:  the  great  majority  of  them  fall  far 
short  of  gracefulness  in  this  important  art.  We  can  say,  however, 
that  the  character  of  their  work  in  this  branch,  and  as  a  natural 
result  the  character  of  the  work  of  the  pupils,  showed  marked  prog- 
ress in  the  three  utilitarian  essentials  of  writing,  legibility,  rapid- 
ity and  ease  in  execution.  The  change  from  the  old  sj'stem  was 
made  because  long  observation  convinced  us  that  while  vertical 
writing  yields  legibility  and  accuracy  of  form  it  becomes  mere  back- 
hand scribbling  when  speed  is  attempted. 

More  than  ever  before  an  endeavor  was  made  to  inculcate  in  the 
pupils  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  grade  a  love  for  literature. 
The  memorizing  of  choice  selections  of  prose  and  poetry  should  be  a 
part  of  the  general  training  in  the  English  language.  This  exercise 
gives  a  child  something  more  than  knowledge,  something  more  than 
mere  reading  can  give,  a  spiritual  power  which  will  be  a  source  of 
pleasure  in  the  years  to  come.  If  ''evil  companions  corrupt  good 
manners,"  it  is  equally  true  that  lofty  sentiment  beget  purity  and 
goodness  of  character. 

In  our  judgment  too  little  attention  is  bestowed  on  this  important 
branch  in  the  mental,  moral,  and  spiritual  equipment  of  the  child. 
'Toetry  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  means  of  education  of  the  moral 
sentiment  as  well  as  of  the  intelligence.  It  is  the  source  of  the 
best  culture.  Let  a  man  truly  possess  himself  of  any  of  the  works 
of  the  great  poets,  and  no  matter  whatever  else  he  may  fail  to  know, 
he  is  not  without  education.  To  learn  by  heart  the  best  poems  is 
one  of  the  best  parts  of  the  school  education  of  the  child,  but  it  must 
be  learned  by  heart,  not  merely  by  rote  as  a  task  but  by  heart  as  a 
pleasure." — C.  E.  Norton. 

The  institute  was  held  as  in  the  previous  year  on  five  separate 
days.  The  sessions  were  inspiring  and  their  effect  was  felt  in  the 
practical  work  of  the  classroom. 

The  instructors  and  their  subjects  follow: 

Dr.  Robert  L.  Kelly,  Attention  and  Habit.  The  Native  Endow- 
ment of  the  child. 

Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  How  Children  Think  and  Learn  to  Think.  Com- 
mon sense  in  Discipline. 

Dr.  W.  W.  Stetson,  The  Community  and  the  School.  The  Natural 
Order  of  Development.     The  Literary  Training  of  the  Teacher. 

Dr.  A.  O.  Rothermel,  Will  and  Will  Training.  Imitation  in  Edu- 
cation. 

Dr.  G.  M.  Phillips,  The  Teacher  Out  of  School.  Schools  and 
Schoolmasters  Abroad. 
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Supt.  L.  E.  Mcdinness,  The  IIow  in  I^'a(^in^^  ^lotivos  and  Meth- 
ods in  Discipline. 

Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  Work  and  Play  in  Education.  The  School 
Curriculum. 

Dr.  D.  J.  ^^'aller,  Jr.,  Higher  Ideals.     Latent  Tower. 


NEW  BRIGHTON— Clyde  C.  Green. 


This  being  my  first  annual  report  as  superintendent  of  the  New 
Brighton  schools  I  am  unable  to  compare  the  work  of  the  year  just 
closed  with  that  of  former  years,  but  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report 
a  year  of  successful  effort  in  behalf  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  our 
community.  I  have  never  known  a  more  faithful  body  of  teachers 
nor  a  board  of  education  more  zealous  in  their  endeavor  to  make 
the  schools  what  they  ought  to  be. 

Harmony  has  prevailed  among  teachers,  directors  and  all  con- 
nected with  the  management  of  the  schools.  This,  to  my  mind,  is 
one  of  the  essentials  of  successful  work. 

While  we  have  many  reasons  to  be  gratified,  we  do  not  claim  that 
all  existing  conditions  are  satisfactory.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  board  of  education  are  not  sufficient 
to  pay  higher  salaries.  Thirty-eight  per  cent,  of  our  teachers  will 
be  effected  by  the  recent  minimum  salary  law. 

In  order  to  provide  more  room  for  our  pupils  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  taxation  one  and  one-half  mills.  The  congested 
condition  in  some  of  the  rooms  will  be  relieved  in  a  few  weeks  by 
the  completion  of  an  addition  to  one  of  our  buildings. 

The  high  school  has  been  completely  re-organized  in  respect  to 
curriculum  and  the  teaching  force.  Instead  of  the  old  single  course 
of  electives  three  distinct  courses  have  been  adopted.  It  is  encour- 
aging to  report  that  a  large  percentage  of  last  year's  graduates 
expect  to  enter  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

A  system  of  physical  culture  introducted  during  the  past  year  was 
fruitful  of  good  results.  Teachers  and  pupils  found  it  pleasant  and 
profitable. 

Teachers'  institutes  were  held  on  the  last  Saturday  of  each  month. 
While  this  required  some  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  they 
seemed  to  enter  heartily  into  the  spirit  of  these  meetings.  The 
papers  read  at  these  meetings  did  not  deal  with  methods  of  instruc- 
tion but  with  the  higher  considerations  of  the  teacher's  work. 
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Eighth  grade  meetings  for  the  discussiou  of  the  course  of  studj- 
and  the  methods  of  instruction  were  held  each  month  in  the  super- 
intendent's office. 


NEW  CASTLE— T.  A.  Kimes. 


We  closed  a  very  uneventful,  yet  profitable,  term  of  school  on 
Mgy  31st,  1907.  The  School  Controllers  furnished  the  inducement 
to  do  good  work  by  raising  the  teachers'  wages,  and  teachers  respond 
by  doing  efficient  and  conscientious  work. 

The  election  of  a  special  teacher  who  was  not  to  be  given  a  regu- 
lar school,  but  who  was  to  look  after  delinquents  and  pupils  who 
were  plodding  in  different  subjects;  while  exi>erimental,  was  suc- 
cessful to  the  extent  that  the  position  was  continued  and  still  more 
efficient  work  is  anticipated  for  next  year. 

With  the  annex  to  the  Mahoning  school  completed  and  occupied, 
we  are  well  equipped  so  far  as  ward  schools  are  concerned. 

The  crowded  condition  of  our  High  School  has  put  on  foot  a  move- 
ment for  a  new  building  which  we  trust  will  terminate  in  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  and  up-to-date  High  School  building  within  the  next 
two  years.  A  committee,  appointed  by  the  board,  has  just  return- 
ed from  a  tour  of  inspection;  during  \.hich  a  number  of  modern  high 
schools  were  visited.  This  action  ha?  resulted  in  much  enthusiasm 
and  in  the  building  we  hope  to  erect,  it  will  be  our  aim  to  include 
the  good  features  of  all  visited. 

Let  me  add,  as  a  general  statement,  that  the  progressive  spirit  of 
our  controllers  is  only  surpassed  by  the  earnest  work  of  the  teach- 
ers; and  while  school  room  results  are  not  tangible,  the  spirit  of 
harmony  existing  among  all  interested  in  the  school  system,  is  the 
best  evidence  of  good  work  accomplished. 

To  the  patrons  for  moral  support;  the  controllers  for  advice  and 
legal  support  and  to  teachers  and  principals  for  their  words  of 
encouragement  and  willingness  to  carry  out  our  suggestions  our 
thanks  are  due.  I  trust  that  another  year  may  find  us  doing  still 
more  efficient  work. 
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^'EWi'UKT  TOWNSIIir,  LUZERNE  COUNTY— H.  U.  Nybart. 


Tlie  schools  of  Newport  township  closed  ou  the  14th  day  of  June, 
1907. 

The  graduating-  exorcises  were  held  in  the  Wanamie  M.  E.  Church. 
The  change  in  the  place  of  holding  these  exercises  was  made  because 
of  the  general  dissatisfaction  with  the  accommodations  in  the  high 
school  room.  Everybody  was  pleased  with  the  change.  The  grad- 
uating class  was  composed  of  fourteen  young  ladies  and  eight  young 
men. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  each  month  during  the  school  year. 
''The  Recitation"  by  Supt.  Hamilton  was  used  as  a  text-book  for 
professional  study. 

Three  hundred  boys  and  young  men  enrolled  in  the  eight  evening 
schools.  Many  of  these  boys  and  young  men  did  very  creditable 
work,  but  we  are  sorry  to  report  that  there  is  a  lack  of  appreciation 
on  the  part  of  many  parents  as  well  as  boys.  It  does  seem  that  if 
our  people  properly  appreciated  the  opportunities  for  getting  an 
education  as  ottered  in  the  evening  schools  of  this  district  every 
room  would  be  filled  to  its  capacity. 

On  the  evening  of  April  11th,  the  high  school  gave  their  first 
annual  musicale.  The  program  was  arranged  in  two  parts.  The 
first  part  was  composed  of  vocal  and  instrumental  solos  and  duets. 
The  second  part  of  a  cantata  entitled  "The  Lady  of  Shalott,"  by 
Bendall.  Prof.  D.  S.  Anthony,  the  musical  director,  deserves  a 
great  deal  of  credit  for  the  efforts  he  has  made  and  the  success  he 
has  achieved  in  cultivating  a  taste  for  good  music  and  thus  raising 
the  standard  of  music  not  only  in  the  high  school  but  in  the  whole 
community. 

During  the  closing  week  of  the  school  year  a  special  invitation 
was  given  to  our  people  to  visit  the  drawing  exhibits  in  the  different 
buildings  in  the  district.  A  large  number  responded  and  expressed 
themselves  as  being  well  pleased  with  the  work.  We  hope  to  make 
these  visiting  days  more  popular  than  they  have  been  in  the  past. 


NORRISTOWN— A.  S.  Martin. 


June  1907  marked  the  close  of  a  school  year  which  Avas  considered 
successful.  Several  steps  indicative  of  progress  were  taken  by  the 
school  board.     The  Oak  Street  School  building  will  be  replaced  by 
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a  new  building  which  will  be  known  as  the  J'oseph  K.  Gotwals  build- 
ing. It  will  be  erected  at  a  cost  of  |80,000  and  will  embody  the  best 
ideas  of  modern  school  architecture. 

Through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Rush  B.  Smith,  the  president  of  the 
school  board,  it  was  decided  to  spend  annually  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  in  school  room  decoration  and  to  receive  on  approval 
donations  of  pictures  and  statuary  for  the  same  purpose.  In  sym- 
pathy with  this  movement,  Mr.  John  Overholtzer,  an  interested 
citizen,  donated  to  the  High  School  a  number  of  fine  pictures  and 
statues.     Several  other  citizens,  also,  made  liberal  donations. 

Instead  of  making  the  grade  the  basis  of  salary,  it  is  proposed  to 
make  efficiency  the  basis.  The  teacher  will  receive  the  highest  sal- 
ary where  she  does  the  best  work  whether  in  the  third  year  grade, 
or  the  first  year  grade  or  the  eighth  year  grade.  A  good  system  of 
schools  will  provide  a  good  teacher  in  each  grade. 

In  the  operation  of  the  schools  several  movements  were  made  in 
the  hope  of  improvement.  The  use  of  slates  was  discontinued.  A 
larger  place  was  accorded  reading  in  the  grades  below  the  High 
School.  In  each  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  year  grades  four  Eng- 
lish Classics  were  read.  In  the  near  future  the  pupils  who  will 
finish  the  Course  of  Study  below  the  High  School  will  have  studied 
eight  classics  representing  eight  prominent  authors.  Instead  of 
keeping  the  beginners  the  full  time  at  school,  one  half  attend  before 
recess  in  the  forenoon  and  in  the  afternoon;  the  other  half  attend 
after  recess  on  both  sessions— This  inrures  small  classes,  attention, 
interest  and  corresponding  progress.  The  progress  under  this  sys- 
tem compares  favorably  to  that  un;ler  the  traditional  system. 
Whenever  possible  only  one  grade  is  assigned  to  a  teacher.  This 
method  enables  the  teacher  to  teach  the  pupils  how  to  study  and  to 
assist  them  individually^  Having  two  promotions  a  year,  the  teacher 
is  transferred  to  the  next  grade  with  the  pupils  so  that  she  has 
charge  of  her  pupils  at  least  one  year. 

Several  teachers  were  added  to  the  High  School.  The  Commer- 
cial Course  was  enlarged  and  will  offer  better  advantages  to  the 
students. 

The  chief  Educational  events  were  the  local  institutes,  the  laying 
of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Joseph  K.  Gotwals  Public  School  build- 
ing and  the  commencement  at  which  a  class  of  fifty-six  graduated. 
Prof.  A.  D.  Eisenhower  presided  at  the  commencement  and  Dr. 
Cheeseman  A.  Herrick  made  the  principal  address. 

We  cheerfully  acknowledge  the  excellent  work  of  the  teachers 
and  the  interest  of  the  school  board  for  the  welfare  of  the  schools. 
We  also  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  the  information  and  instruction  furnished. 
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OIL  CITY— C.  A.  IJabcock. 


Our  schools  have  had  a  remarkably  successful  year.  Not  only  has 
the  work  been  thorough  in  every  grade  and  class,  but  it  has  been 
much  more  uniformly  thorough  than  in  any  year  of  our  history. 

Our  pupils  are  well  behaved,  and  happy  in  their  school  life;  and  it 
would  have  been  difllicult  at  any  time  during  the  year  to  find  any 
pupils  among  the  2,600  in  the  city  schools  who  were  a  hindrance  to 
their  teachers,  who  were  in  fact  engaged  in  anything  except  attend- 
ing to  their  school  duties.  This  condition  is  due  almost  entirely  to 
the  methods  pursued  in  managing  the  class  work.  By  our  plan  of 
individual  instruction  with  class  unit  work  every  child  gets  all  the 
help  he  needs  to  enable  him  to  understand  the  subject  before  he  is 
expected  to  master  it,  and  every  member  of  the  class  does  the  work  of 
the  whole  class.  Another  result  of  this  method  is  seen  in  the  uni- 
form numbers  in  the  grades.  Every  grade  below  the  high  school 
from  the  first  to  the  eighth  inclusive  has  practically  the  same  num- 
ber of  pupils  in  it,  and  the  first  year  of  the  high  school  has  eighty- 
five  per  cent,  as  many  as  the  eighth  grade. 

The  number  in  the  high  school  was  419  out  of  an  entire  enroll- 
ment 2,542  in  all  schools,  about  one-half  as  many  in  the  last  four 
years  of  the  courses  as  there  are  in  the  first  four  years  or  in  the 
second  four  years. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  some  changes  were  made  in  the  course 
of  study.  Ancient  history  was  transferred  from  the  eighth  grade 
to  first  year  high  school,  and  United  States  History  was  continued 
in  the  eighth  grade.  In  the  high  school  the  course  of  German  was 
extended  from  two  and  one-half  years  to  three  years,  bookkeeping 
was  made  a  full  year's  study  instead  of  a  half  year's,  in  the  second 
year  stenography  and  typewriting  were  added,  the  number  of  reci- 
tations in  English  was  increased  to  five  per  week  in  the  first  year 
and  to  three  per  week  in  the  last  three  years.  These  additions 
together  with  the  courses  in  domestic  science  and  domestic  art, 
manual  training  antcl  music  are  all  that  the  superintendent  asked  for 
six  years  ago,  with  the  exception  of  Kindergartens.  When  these 
last  have  been  added,  the  best  extension  of  the  course  will  be  prac- 
tical gardening. 

A  student  can  now  prepare  in  our  high  school  for  any  college  in 
the  country,  or  get  a  good  practical  training  for  business  or  profes- 
sional life.' 

Our  teachers'  institute  was  valuable  to  the  teachers  as  we  secured 
fine  lecturers  who  presented  timely  topics. 
14—5—1907 
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OLD  FORGE— F.  R.  Coyne. 


The  attendance  during  the  past  year  has  taxed  the  capacities  of 
all  our  buildings  which  are  (5)  in  number,  new,  modern  and  finely 
equipped. 

In  addition  to  these  the  Board  is  now  erecting  a  (4)  room  build- 
ing with  toilet  rooms  on  each  floor,  electric  lights,  bells  and  tele- 
phones, I  think  that  we  have  the  best  school  houses  of  any  District 
in  Pennsylvania  of  its  size. 

Two  of  the  (5)  buildings  now  in  operation  are  graded  schools,  of 
the  (22)  teachers  now  employed  not  one  holds  a  professional  certi- 
ficate and  (16)  of  them  are  Normal  Graduates,  In  my  examination 
for  the  year  I  have  rejected  (4)  applicants  and  granted  (2)  provis- 
ional certificates  to  outside  teachers. 

I  made  during  the  year  (180)  official  visits.  'Most  of  our  children 
are  of  foreign  parentage,  (18)  different  nationalities  being  represent- 
ed in  our  Borough.  We  find  the  foreign  children  to  be  well  man- 
nered and  eager  for  an  English  education. 

The  Polish  citizens  especially  give  evidence  of  being  eager  to 
become  Americanized.  They  are  good  patrons  and  supporters  to 
our  school  system,  while  at  the  same  time  they  support  Parochial 
schools  of  their  own,  and  keep- their  children  in  attendance  until 
they  pass  into  the  4th  grade  of  their  own  language;  they  are  then 
ready  to  enter  the  3rd  grade  in  the  Public  Schools. 

The  Italian  citizens  do  not  support  the  Parochial  Schools  and  are 
eager  to  speak  and  read  the  English  language. 

The  many  mills  and  factories  being  operated  in  and  around  our 
borough  are  taking  a  great  number  of  our  girls  out  of  school  before 
finishing  the  English  course  and  the  labor  laws  are  openly  violated 
in  this  respect,  but  the  School  Board  is  using  its  best  efforts  to  con- 
trol this  condition  of  affairs  and  is  keeping  its  Supt.  and  Truant 
Officer  quite  busy. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cummlngs. 


A  fairly  successful  term  of  the  public  schools  of  this. place  was 
brought  to  a  close  on  June  14th.  The  total  enrollment  during  the 
term  was  1,102,  and  the  average  attendance  806.  Compared  with 
the  previous  term,  this  is  a  decrease  of  46  in  the  enrollment  and  an 


No.  5. 


OLYPHANT.  211 


incronse  of  ?>:\  in  ihv  averag*'  attendance.     Tlie  average  enrollment 
per  teacher  was  50,  and  the  average  daily  attendance  about  40. 

The  decrease  in  our  enrollment  is  owing,  in  part  at  least,  to  the 
laxity  of  the  employers  of  child  labor  in  obeying  the  law  of  May 
15)05  since  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  declaring  that  portion 
of  the  act  requiring  an  educational  qualification  as  a  requisite  for 
legal  employment,  unconstitutional.  This  decision  took  the  issuing 
of  employment  certificates  out  of  the  hands  of  the  school  authori- 
ties and  restored  it  to  the  justices  of  the  peace,  with  the  result  that 
many  boys  are  at  present  employed  in  the  mineis  and  breakers  who 
have  not  attained  the  legal  age. 

Owing  to  the  discrepancy  in  the  age  limit  between  the  child  labor 
law  and  the  law  governing  compulsory  attendance,  the  school 
authorities  w^ere  powerless  in  the  matter,  as  they  could  enforce 
attendance  on  the  part  of  the  child  only  to  the  age  of  thirteen  years. 
This  discrepancy,  I  am  pleased  to  notice,  has  been  remedied  by  an 
amendment  to  the  compulsory  attendance  law,  raising  the  age  of 
attendance  from  thirteen  to  fourteen  years,  thus  making  it  harmon- 
ize with  the  child  labor  law%  and  making  it  possible  for  those  having 
in  charge  the  enforcement  of  both  laws  to  act  in  harmony,  which 
was  impossible  under  former  conditions. 

This  district,  in  common  with  many  others  in  the  coal  region,  la 
increasing  in  population  more  rapidly  than  in  assessed  valuation, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  expense  of  running  our  schools  has  been 
increasing  more  rapidly  than  our  resources.  During  the  past  ten 
years  we  hav(^  bcci]  cblip.{'d  In  lv.:](\  nnl  furnish  ten  additional 
schools,  an  increase  of  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent.,  while  our 
assessed  A^aluation  has  not  increased  more  than  twenty  per  cent, 
during  the  same  time.  In  order  to  build  and  furnish  these  addi- 
tionaU  schools  and  pay  teachers  fair  living  wages,  we  have  been 
obliged  to  tax  ourselves  to  the  full  extent  of  the  law,  twenty-six 
mills  on  the  dollar.  It  can  be  "readily  understood  then,  with  what 
eager  expectation  we  looked  forward  to  the  promised  increase  in 
the  i=5tate  appropriation  as  a  relief  to  our  burden  of  taxation.  From 
present  indications,  however,  our  anticipations  are  likely  to  end  in 
disappointment.  The  act  increasing  the  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  as  modified  by  the  minimum 
salary  law,  might  properly  be  labeled:  "An  Act  to  Reward  those 
School  Districts  that  in  the  past  have  been  paying  little  or  no  School 
Tax,  but  have  been  running  their  Schools  on  the  State  Appropria- 
tion, and  paying  their  Teachers  the  Lowest  Salary  allowed  by  law."' 
By  levying  the  highest  tax  allowed  by  law\  w^e  have  raised  by  local 
taxation  nearly  four  times  what  w^e  receive  from  the  State.  By 
consulting  the  last  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, I  find  many  districts  that  levy  less  than  two  mills  on  the  dol- 
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lar,  that  raise  less  by  local  taxation  than  they  receive  from  the 
State,  and  yot  they  are  entitled  to  receive  four  times  as  much  from 
the  increase  in  the  State  Apjiropriation  as  we  are.  I  do  not  wish 
to  find  fault  with  this  act  in  advance,  but  if  its  workings  prove  to  be 
as  unfair  as  they  appear  to  be  at  present,  I  believe  that  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  larger  towns  and  cities,  it  ought  to  be  amended  at  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

Eight  students,  all  girls,  finished  the  high  school  course  and  were 
awarded  diplomas.  The  commencement  exercises  were  held  at  the 
Opera  House  on  the  evening  of  June  20th,  and  were  largely  attended. 
The  address  to  the  graduates  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Kemp  of  the  East 
Stroudsburg  State  Normal  School.  Our  high  school  course  at  pres- 
ent comprises  but  two  years'  work  beyond  the  common  branches.  1 
would  like  very  much  to  extend  our  high  school  course  to  three 
years,  but  inasmuch  as  we  find  it  to  be  a  difficult  matter  to  hold 
pupils  sufficiently  long  to  finish  the.shorter  course,  I  fear  the  longer 
one  would  not  be  a  success. 

But  one  examination  of  teachers  was  held  during  the  year.  Four- 
teen candidates  were  exiimined  for  provisional  certificates,  of  whom 
twelve  were  successful. 


PHOENIXVTLLE— Robert  E.  Laramy. 


The  school  year  began  with  a  teaching  force  of  34,  almost  one- 
third  of  T^'hom  were  newly  elected.  Nearly  all,  however,  were  per- 
sons of  experience  and  the  work  from  the  standpoint  of  instruction 
and  discipline  has  been  good,  with  marked  improvement  in  certain 
of  the  grades  and  in  the  high  school.  In  two  buildings  we  had 
special  methods.  In  one  a  small  room  was  fitted  up  and  a  special 
teacher  received  those  pupils  from  the  second  and  third  grades  who 
were  especially  sIoav  or  physicially  handicapped.  This  served  to  as- 
sist materially  some  of  these  children  and  in  all  cases  to  make  us 
better  acquainted  with  their  condition  and  needs. 

In  another  building  one  room  was  omitted  from  the  scheme  of 
grades  and  made  a  mixed  or  ungraded  school — a  sort  of  clearing 
house  for  the  children  not  advanced  to  the  work  of  their  age  and 
the  grades  for  which  they  might  readily  be  fitted.  Both  these  fea- 
tures met  with  hearty  approval  and  will  be  continued.  In  the  eighth 
grade  we  tried  the  department  system  with  considerable  success. 
The  work  will  continue  on  that  plan  and  the  results  suggest  a  trial 
in  other  grades. 
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Diiiiii<^-  the  yeai'"0'SliL'irs  Dyuaiuic  Factors  in  Education'' was  stud- 
ied by  tlie  teachers  in  a  chis«  incctini^-  weekly.  Agreement  as  to  the 
helpfulness  and  practical  value  of  the  study  was  unanimous.  This 
study  was  supplemented  by  a  series  of  lectures  in  the  town  given  by 
Earl  Barnes  under  the  auspices  of  the  University  Extension  Society. 
In  arranging  for  the  course  which  was  a  marked  success,  the  schools 
took  the  initiative  and  the  teachers  had  the  benefit  of  a  separate 
weekly  conference  with  Prof.  Barnes  along  educational  lines. 

In  music  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Josephine  Duke  the  child- 
ren were  brought  into  a  surer  control  of  themselves  musically  and 
the  whole  work  was  placed  on  a  sounder  basis.  An  innovation  for 
the  to^n  was  a  song  recital  by  the  grade  children  which  was  quite 
pleasing  to  parents  and  the  community.  The  board  has  employed 
for  next  year  a  supervisor  in  drawing  by  w  hich  move  we  are  expect- 
ing to  make  a  start  along  lines  of  manual  training.  The  board 
which  has  a  record  of  370  visits  on  the  part  of  its  twelve  members 
approved  the  work  of  the  teachers  by  raising  the  salaries  of  half  of 
them  apart  from  an  increase  on  the  part  of  two  made  necessary  by 
the  new  law. 

The  town  has  many  factories  and  is  largely  industrial.  It  greatly 
needs  attention  to  the  large  numbers  who  leave  school  early  in  life 
and  to  its  foreign  population.  For  these  a  night  school  w-as  started 
and  had  an  enrollment  of  about  fifty,  of  whom  more  than  one-half 
were  Hungarians.  The  work  was  under  difficulties  incident  to  the 
beginning  of  such  a  school  and  had  no  great  results  but  proved  the 
need  for  such  service  and  paved  the  way  for  a  broader  plan  in 
another  season. 

In  the  way  of  buildings  a  number  of  improvements  have  been  made. 
In  our  largest  building  a  flush  closet  System  was  installed  and  in 
three  buildings  the  entire  cellars  were  given  a  cement  floor.  This 
enabled  the  high  school  to  fit  up  a  basement  laboratory  which  is  a 
decided  addition  to  teaching  equipment.  The  new  desks  purchased 
this  year  are  all  of  the  adjustable  pattern  and  some  of  this  kind 
were  purchased  also  for  those  in  which  there  were  children  too 
large  for  the  desks  of  the  grade. 

The  Savings  Bank  System  continues;  an  other  successful  art  exhi- 
bit has  brought  to  many  of  the  rooms  splendid  pictures  for  decora- 
tions; attention  to  increase  and  iriiprove  the  supplementary  reading 
has  helped  to  arouse  greater  interest  among  pupils  and  the  more 
important  lines  of  study  have  of  course  received  their  proper  atten- 
tion. We  had  a  graduating  class  of  twenty-seven  which  held  a 
very  interesting  commencement  assisted  by  the  high  school  as  a 
chorus,  a  fitting  close  to  a  year  of  progress. 
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riTTSBURG— Samuel  Andrews. 


Tlie  school  year  just  completed  has  been  a  year  of  intense  enthus- 
iasm and  marked  educational  progress. 

The  Pittsburg  Teachers'  Keading  Circle  is  responsible  in  a  great 
measure  for  the  enthusiasm  among  the  ranks  of  the  teachers,  as  the 
great  majority  of  the  teachers  not  only  read  the  books  allotted,  but 
are  ready  and  eager  to  write  a  thesis  upon  them;  there  is  also  a 
noticeable  improvement  in  the  intellectual  atmosphere  of  the  schools 
which  comes  only  when  the  teacher  herself  is  reading  and  broaden- 
ing her  own  sphere  of  education  and  culture. 

Tlie  department  of  manual  training  has  been  given  quite  an  impet- 
us during  the  past  year;  a  supervisor  was  elected  to  take  charge 
of  the  work  and  in  September  a  number  of  new  schools  will  be  open- 
ed, ready  for  work.  The  time  is  almost  at  hand  when  manual 
training,  domestic  science  and  art  will  fill  a  place  in  the  curriculum 
of  every  school  room  and  be  placed  within  the  reach  of  every  school 
child.  In  this  city,  it  is  necessary  that  every  child  should  know 
about  iron  and  steel  and  the  manner  of  using  them  which  has  made 
the  city  famous  the  world  over,  and  enough  of  this  knowledge  can- 
not be  gained  by  the  study  of  geography  no  matter  how  well  corre- 
lated with  other  studies. 

Tlie  work  done  by  the  Carnegie  Institute  which  I  have  explained 
in  detail  in  other  reports  is  still  deserving  of  the  same  high  praise. 
The  schools  are  at  liberty  to  have  the  young  ladies  of  the  Training 
School  for  Children's  Librarians  visit  them  at  stated  periods  and 
read  and  tell  stories  to  children.  This  has  had  a  wonderful  effect 
upon  both  the  teachers  and  the  children,  perhaps  more  so  upon  the 
teachers  as  they  have  learned  from  hearing  these  stories  and  also 
from  the  reading  of  Sara  Cone  Bryant's  Book,  ''How  to  Tell  Stories 
to  Children,"  the  value  of  the  story  in  the  school  room. 

The  work  of  the  kindergartens  show  a  steady  increase,  and  the 
Central  Board  of  Education  appreciating  the  efforts  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, increased  their  appropriation  to  $50,000. 

We  expect  to  inaugurate  a  new  movement  about  the  first  of  Octo- 
ber, in  regard  to  Evening  High  Schools;  Mr.  Rynearson,  Director  of 
High  Schools  will  have  charge  of  this  movement  and  will  open  even- 
ing schools  in  the  Fifth  Avenue  High  School  Building  and  in  the 
South  High  School  Building,  for  the  benefit  of  those  persona  who 
have  passed  through  the  grammar  schools  but  have  never  had  the 
advantage  of  any  high  school  training;  courses  will  be  offered  in 
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language,  litciadiic,  sviciue,  iiiiit hematics,  bookkeeping,  stenog- 
raphy, type-writing,  and  any  other  subjects  for  whicli  there  is  a 
demand;  chisscs  will  be  lormed  for  not  less  than  tifteeu  pupils. 

A  Certiilcate  may  be  obtained  by  any  pupil  who  completes  one 
year's  work 

Diplomas  will  be  issued  to  those  who  receive  the  required  number 
of  credits. 

We  are  at  work  upon  a  new  course  of  study  which  will  be  printed 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers  by  October,  and  we  hope  that  the 
progress  made  during  the  past  year  will  be  intensified  and  aug- 
mented by  the  suggestions  and  helps  in  this  new  course  of  study. 


POTTSTOWN— Wm.  W.  Rupert. 


Last  September  the  Batayia  system  was  introduced  into  twenty- 
five  of  the  Pottstown  schools.  This  step  was  taken  after  very  care- 
ful examination  and  deliberation.  The  superintendent  spent  a  full 
week  in  making  a  study  of  the  system  in  the  Batavia  schools.  He 
.saw  the  work  in  all  the  grades,  talked  with  the  teachers,  and  learned 
much  about  the  work  from  Superintendent  Kennedy  and  the  citi- 
zens of  Batavia. 

By  action  of  the  scliool  board  the  introduction  of  the  system  was 
made  permissive,  not  mandatory.  After  the  superintendent  had 
fully  explained  the  system  to  the  teachers,  they  w^ere  told  that  any 
teacher  who  felt  that  she  would  really  like  to  try  the  system  in  her 
school  would  be  given  the  opportunity  to  do  so.  If,  on  the_  other 
hand,  a  teacher  felt  that  she  did  not  understand  the  system  well 
enough  to  attempt  teaching  under  it,  or  felt  timid  about  breaking 
away  from  the  old  system,  she  should  not  for  one  moment  hesitate 
to  say  so.  If  a  teache  ■  wished  to  try  the  new  system,  the  superin- 
tendent would  help  her  to  make  it  a  success;  if  for  any  reason  she 
preferred  to  adhere  to  the  old,  the  superintendent  was  well  satis- 
fied. The  teachers  were  informed  that  the  Batavia  system  was 
about  to  be  given  a  trial.  An  experiment  in  education  was  about  to 
be  made.  This  experiment  w\as  not  to  be  a  hit-or-miss,  haphazard 
one,  but  a  scientific  one.  If  the  Batavia  system  stands  the  strain 
of  a  practical  test  in  our  schools,  we  shall  all  want  to  use  it.  If  it 
does  not,  we  can  return  to  the  old  system  at  pleasure. 

At  the  close  of  this  year,  at  a  meeting  called  for  the  purpose,  each 
teacher  who  had  been  using  the  system  was  given  an  opportunity  to 
speak  upon  its  advantages  and  its  disadvantages.     Not  one  of  the 
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twenty-five  teachers  who  had  been  teaching  under  the  new  system, 
expressed  any  desire  to  return  to  the  old.  All  were  emphatic  in 
their  advocacy  of  the  new\  The  marked  advantages  of  the  Batavia 
system  are  now  quite  well  comprehended  by  all  our  teachers,  and 
next  year  will  see  few  of  our  schools  above  the  primary  under  the 
old  system. 

The  Batavia  system  of  class-individual  instruction  aims  to  pre- 
serve the  stimulus  that  comes  from  group-instruction,  and,  at  the 
same  time  to  provide  explicith'  and  systematically  for  such  extra 
instruction  as  the  individual  pupils  need.  Some  individual  instruc- 
tion has,  of  course  always  been  found  in  the  schools;  but  the  Bata 
via  system  makes  individual  instruction  co-ordinate  in  importance 
with  class  instruction.  Under  this  system,  the  individual  instruc- 
tion, if  not  given  by  the  teacher  who  hears  the  recitations,  is  given 
by  a  teacher  who  is  just  as  able  and  competent.  It  is  not  intrusted 
to  pupil  teachers  or  monitors. 

Two  general  principles  govern  the  individual  instruction: 

(1)  The  initiative  must  always  be  taken  by  the  teacher. 

The  teacher  does  not  wait  to  be  asked  for  help.  Nor  does  she 
give  it  upon  forthcoming  lessons.  The  children  are  trained  to  be 
self-reliant  in  the  preparation  of  their  lessons.  The  recitation 
leveals  the  pupil's  need.     Individual  instruction  meets  this  need. 

(2)  The  instruction  must  be  giA'cn  by  the  development  method. 

Direct  instruction  is,  as  a  rule,  forbidden.  The  pupil  is  strength- 
ened by  helping  him  to  help  himself.  This  does  not  mean  that  there 
is  no  place  for  direct  teaching.  Class  work  affords  the  best  oppor- 
tuniiy  for  this  form  of  teaching  when  it  is  needed. 


POITSVILLE— S.  A.  Thurlow. 


Nothing  particularly  new  or  startling  has  occurred  in  our  schools 
during  the  year.  The  change  in  the  superintendency,  made  neces- 
sary by  the  death  of  Mr.  Patterson,  has  not  materially  affected  the 
character  and  efficiency  of  the  work  which  our  teachers  have  been 
trying  to  do  for  their  pupils.  It  is  undoubtedly  well  known  to  the 
Department  that  Mr.  Patterson  was  for  very  many  years  the  efficient 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  in  this  district.  A  brief  refer- 
ence to  his  life,  set  forth  in  a  series  of  resolutions  adopted  at  the 
last  Teachers'  Institute  held  in  this  county,  seem  not  out  of  place  in 
this  report  and  I  take  the  liberty  of  making  use  of  it. 
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Whereas,  Rev.  B.  F.  I'atteison,  for  nearly  forty  years  the  abh^ 
superintendent  of  the  Potlsville  School  District,  u  man  known  to 
every  teacher  in  the  county,  but  understood  and  best  appreciated 
by  those  who  knew  him  best,  has  been  removed  from  the  held  of  his 
earthly  labors,  therefore, 

Resolved:  That  he  was  a  loyal  friend,  a  kind  and  helpful  neighbor, 
an  upright,  law-abiding,  peace-loving  citizen;  a  man  who  loved  his 
home,  his  friends,  his  pupils,  his  teachers,  his  town  and  his  State. 

^^'ith  many  of  the  fads  and  frills  which  characterize  the  times,  he 
had  but  little  sympathy.  In  defence  of  w^hat  he  believed  to  be 
right  and  just  he  would  stand  as  hrm  as  a  rock  and  fall  in  the  tliick 
of  the  light  rather  than  yield  a  single  point. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1906  he  died,  loved  and  revered  by  his 
teachers,  honored  and  respected  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  now 
sleeps  in  the  Presbyterian  Cemetery  on  the  hill-side,  near  the  laurels 
overlooking  the  tow'n-he  loved  so  well. 

Resolved:  That  we  revere  his  memory,  cherish  his  virtues,  and 
emulate  his  example  for  good.  S.  A.  Thurlow,  Chairman  committee 
on  resolutions. 

Mr.  Patterson's  views  in  his  school  work  were  conservative  to  a 
marked  degree,  and  probably  some  of  the  methods  in  vogue  here 
may  need  a  little  revising  from  time  to  time,  but  the  results  obtained 
from  the  methods  employed,  even  if  the  methods  are  a  little  old,  are 
so  satisfactory  that  no  very  radical  changes  will  be  made  for  the 
present,  and  those  that  are  made  will  be  the  result  of  a  great  deal 
of  careful  consideration.  Our  motto  will  be  ''Hold  fast  to  all  that 
is  best  in  what  we  have,  and  adopt  only  that  which  is  the  best  in 
w'hat  others  have." 

During  the  year  we  have  made  considerable  advancement  in  th(,' 
matter  of  securing  better  light  and  heat  in  some  of  our  old  school 
rooms,  thus  making  thenj  mbre  cheerful  and  helpful.  All  the  heat- 
ing ijlants  that  were  old  and  unsatisfactory  have  been  replaced  by 
new  ones  of  the  latest  forms.  Light  is  admitted  into  all  our  rooms 
at  the  side,  and  new,  single  desks,  are  rapidly  taking  the  place  of 
all  the  double  desks.  We  have  the  best  forms  of  apparatus  for  the 
high  school,  and  a  very  superior  lantern  and  reflectoscope  for  the 
use  of  all  the  schools. 

Front  the  best  statistics  which  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  con- 
cerning the  sight  and  hearing  of  our  pupils,  we  have  been  led  to 
fear  that  the  failure  on  the  part  of  many  of  them  to  keep  up  with 
their  classes  is  due  largely  to  some  defect  in  these  two  senses.  IIow 
long  will  it  be  before  our  State,  which  is  doing  so  many  other  things 
for  her  schools,  wall  insist  upon  having  proper  and  thorough  medical 
inspection,  daily  if  necessary,  in  all  the  schools  of  the  Common- 
wealth, so  that  no  child  can  suffer  for  want  of  proper  care,  or  bring 
16 
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harm  to  others  who  are  properly  cared  for.  This  is  done  in  many 
States,  why  not  in  ours.  Our  State  is  too  great  and  too  grand  to 
allow  other  states  of  less  importance  to  take  the  lead  in  anything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  her  children  while  they  are  in  school. 

During  the  year,  the  school  districts  of  Pottsville  and  Yorkville 
were  consolidated  making  a  district  having  on  its  rolls  over  3300 
pupils,  and  sixty-five  teachers.  The  increase  in  the  old  district  of 
Pottsville  alone  during  vhe  year  has  been  so  great  that  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  open  an  additional  Grammar  school  and  also 
a  mixed  school  of  the  second  and  third  grades. 

The  »«!chool  year,  on  the  whole,  has  been  a  very  pleasant  and  suc- 
cessful one,  and  the  new  superintendent,  who,  for  the  past  twenty- 
live  years,  had  been  principal  of  the  High  School,  takes  great  inter- 
est in  his  new  work,  is  in  the  fullest  sympathy  with  his  pupils  and 
teachers,  and  is  very  hopeful  in  regard  to  the  future  of  the  schools 
entrusted  to  his  care. 


RADNOR  TOWNSHIP— DELAWARE  COUNTY— Geo.  H.  Wilson. 


While  showing  no  unusual  developments,  the  past  year  has  been 
marked  by  the  usual  steady  progress  in  our  schools.  Our  schools 
have  increased  both  in  efficiency  and  in  attendance  and  we  are  rap- 
idly reaching  a  point  where  new  buildings  will  be  an  absolute  neces- 
sity. This  is  especially"  true  in  the  High  School,  which,  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  is  wholly  inadequate  for  our  needs  either  in  equipment  or 
in  capacity.  The  rapid  growth  in  the  lower  schools  and  the  neces- 
sity for  an  early  increase  in  accommodations  at  that  point  in  our  sys- 
tem has  made  it  difficult  for  us  to  finance  a  new  building  for  High 
School  purposes  but  at  the  present  rate  of  increase  it  will  soon  be 
imperative  to  do  so  in  order  to  maintain  the  present  standard  of 
efficiency.  During  the  past  year  we  have  been  unfortunate  in  losing 
several  of  our  most  efficient  teachers  who  have  been  in  the  district 
for  long  terms  and  have  increased  in  value  with  each  succeeding 
year.  The  demand  from  the  large  cities,  with  their  larger  salaries, 
makes  it  difficult  for  the  smaller  districts  to  retain  their  best  teach- 
ers. The  board  of  directors  has  made  a  material  increase  in  salar- 
ies during  the  past  year,  making  the  minimum  fifty-five  dollars  per 
month  and  the  maximum  seventy  dollars  per  month  and  raising  the 
annual  increase  from  two  one-half  dollars  per  month  to  five  dollars 
per  month.  It  is  hoped  that  by  means  of  this  increase  we  may  be 
able  to  retain  teachers  who  are  drawn  to  other  places  by  reason  of 
better  salaries.     The  reference  library,    donated  by  alumni  and  citi- 
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zciis  last  Yoar,  has  becai  largely  iiurcasod  during  Hio  present  year 
by  furtlier  gilts  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the  school  and  it  is 
now  a  most  valuable  aid  to  the  school  work. 


READING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


Reading  conlinues  to  broaden  in  many  respects.  Although  the 
past  year  has  been  perhaps  not  as  i^trenuous  as  former  ones,  yet 
there  has  been  a  noted  progress.  My  physical  disability  has  not 
been  without  i(s  favorable  side,  for  it  has  shown  the  splendid  loyalty 
of  the  officers,  supervisors,  teachers,  and  members  of  the  Board  to 
the  schools  of  Reading,  In  no  respect  was  the  work  permitted  to 
flag,  but  every  emergency  was  met  and  dealt  with  in  a  manner  which 
reileets  great  credit  upon  those  who  have  helped  me  in  the  building 
up  of  our  school  sy^stem. 

The  principal  events  of  the  year  were  the  completion  and  equip- 
ment of  the  New  High  School  for  Boys;  the  opening  and  dedication 
of  this  high  school;  the  introduction  of  manual  training  not  only 
for  high  school  boys,  but  for  those  grammar  school  boys  who  will 
not  attend  high  school;  the  opening  of  gymnasium  in  the  High  School 
for  Boys;  the  establishment  of  a  scientific  and  educational  labora- 
tory; a  ban  upon  high  school  fraternities;  the  renovation  of  the  old 
Boys'  High  School  as  an  administration  building;  the  authorization 
of  the  appointment  of  the  Committee  on  Sanitation;' the  opening  of 
two_ experimental  ungraded  schools;  the  co.mpletion  of  two  four-room 
additions;  the  opening  of  an  additional  evening  grammar  school, 
and  the  simplification,  amplification,  and  enrichment  of  the  course 
of  study. 

Of  course,  this  is  not  a  complete  list  of  what  we  have  done,  but 
it  includes  many  of  the  new  features.  The  new  High  School  for 
Boy.s  was  occupied  at  the  opening  of  school  in  September.  It  is  a . 
building  of  which  Rea.diDg  can  well  be  proud.  Not  only  is  it  con- 
venient in  every  particular,  but  the  equipment  is  such  as  to  facilitate 
satisfactory  work.  The  cost  may  be  a  matter  of.  interest,  and  is 
as  follows: 

BUILDING. 

Site, -165,200  00 

Contract,    229,400  00 

Fire  Towers,  10,992  00 

Lights, 4,385  37 

Gates  and  Fences,   1,295  00 

Book-stacks,    675  00 
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Chaiiges,    2,532  05 

Architects'  Commissions,   12,321  13 

Shades,     357  75 

Miscellaneous,    1,468  56 

Total  cost  of  building,  $328,626  86 


EQUIPMENT. 

Furniture — desks,  tables,  chairs,  stools,  etc.,   |12,381  58 

Maps  and  globes, 1,008  70 

Reference  books  and  library  books, 4,247  64 

Supplies  for  different  departments  and  laboratories, 17,296  48 

Approximately  as  follows: 

Department  of  Chemistry,  |3,516  00 

Department  of  Physical  Geography  and  Geology,  .  1,133  66 

Department  of  Physics,    3,019  23 

Department  of  Biology,  1,772  50 

Department  of  Science,   200  00 

Department  of  Zoology, 125  00 

Commercial  Department,    1,852  18 

Drawing  Department,   685  70 

Manual  Training  Department, 1,272  96 

Gymnasium,    1,651  58 

Piano, 755  00 

Pictures,     561  92     . 

Sundry  Items,    777  75 

Total  cost  of  equipment, |34,934  40 

Total  cost  of  Building, 328,626  86 


Grand  total   cost,    |363,561  26 


DEDICATION  OP  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

On  Thanksgiving  Day,  1900,  the  building  was  formerly  dedicated 
before  a  representative  audience.  The  following  programme  was  ren- 
dered: 

Music,  Germania  Orchestra. 

Prayer, Rev.  Edward  T.  Horn,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Music,  Germania  Orchestra. 

Presentation  of  Key, Mr.  J.  Edward  Wanner. 

President  Board  of  Education. 

Acceptance  of  Key, Prof.  Robert  S.  Birch. 

Principal  Boys'  High   School. 
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Music Gormania  Orchestra. 

Dedicatory  Oration,    George  F.  Baer,  Esq. 

Music,  Germania  Orchestra. 

Address,  Prof.  Charles  S.  Foos. 

Superiutciidciit  of  Schools. 

Music,  Germania  Orchestra. 

Benediction,  Rev.  Clarence  E.  Rice,  D.  D. 

Inspection  of  Building. 

Manual  training  was  added  to  the  curriculum  of  the  Boys'  High 
School,  September,  1906.  The  enrollment  at  the  start  was  380  boys 
— 330  from  the  High  School  and  50  from  the  grammar  grades.  This 
includes  over  eighty  per  cent,  of  the  total  enrollment  of  the  school. 
Only  the  boys  from  the  grammar  grades  who  do  not  intend  to  enter 
High  School  are  admitted.  This  department  has  been  successful 
and  popular  far  beyond  expectation. 

The  principal  of  the  school  reports  that  the  work  has  had  a 
very  beneficial  effect  in  arousing  the  interest  of  a  number  of  listless 
boys  and  in  improving  the  discipline  of  the  school.  Every  boy  who 
is  not  going  to  work  with  his  hands  during  life  should  have  manual 
training,  as  it  gives  him  some  ideas  in  common  with  those  of  his 
working  fellows ;  and  every  boy  who  expects  to  work  with  his  hands 
should  have  manual  training  to  help  him  overcome  the  narrowing 
influences  of  our  highly  specialized  industrial  life.  In  the  first  year 
we  give  a  course  in  bench  work  in  wood,  together  with  elementary 
mechanical  drawing.  We  are  planning  for  wood  turning,  pattern 
making,  and  advanced  cabinet  making  for  second  and  third  year's 
work. 

The  gymnasium  is  a  new  departure  for  Reading.  The  faculty  re- 
port that  from  present  indications,  the  results  are  gratifying,  and 
that  teachers,  scholars  and  parents  will  not  be  sorry  that  a  part 
of  the  new  building  is  devoted  to  this  purpose.  They  believe  that 
discipline  has  been  made  easier  because  of  the  gymnasium.  The 
equipment  of  the  gymnasium  includes  the  following:  2  floor  parallel 
bars,  1  ceiling  parallel  bar,  1  climbing  rope,  10  wall  machines,  3 
rowing  machines,  1  triplicate  machine,  2  horizontal  bars,  1  pair 
swinging  rings,  1  horse,  50  pairs  dumb  bells,  20  i)airs  indian  clubs, 
0  fencing  foils  and  masks,  3  medicine  balls  and  masks,  6  floor  mats. 

An  annex  to  the  gymnasium  is  fitted  up  for  basket  ball.  The 
locker  room  contains  150  steel  lockers  and  three  shower  baths. 
Nothing  has  been  omitted  to  make  the  gymnasium  complete  in  every 
particular,  and  to  have  it  in  keeping  with  the  rest  of  the  building. 
In  my  opinion,  the  success  in  athletic  work  depends  largely  on  the 
attitude  and  spirit  of  the  faculty. 
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A  scientific  and  educational  laboratory  is  now  under  way  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  Administration  Building.  It  is  proposed  to  have 
on  exhibition  a  series  of  specimens  designed  to  show  the  history 
and  geograpliical  distribution  of  commercial  products,  together 
with  the  various  steps  necessary  in  their  preparation  for  the  mar- 
kets. We  hope  to  sIioav  the  development  in  the  course  of  manu- 
facture from  the  raw  product,  as  it  comes  into  the  market,  to  the 
finished  commodity.  We  will  show,  when  possible,  the  actual  speci- 
mens and  illustrate  the  operations  by  means  of  photographs.  It  is 
proposed,  also,  to  have  a  faunistic  collection  to  illustrate  our  local 
natural  history.  The  interest  taken  by  students  in  the  scientific 
courses,  will  be  greatly  intensified  by  the  ability  to  familiarize 
themselves  with  the  objects  of  natural  history  of  a  local  character. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  to  create  a  great  commercial  or  natural 
history  museum,  but  a  laboratory  to  be  conducted  in  connection  with 
the  High  School  for  boys  and  to  be  adjusted  to  the  work  and  needs 
of  that  institution.  AVhile  designed  for  the  use  of  the  student  body, 
yet  it  is  proposed  to  permit  the  public  to  have  access  to  the  labora- 
tory at  certain  times.  We  believe  that  this  department  will  be- 
come one  of  the  great  factors  in  our  educational  system.  Few 
people  have  ever  seen  the  raw  materials  from  which  our  commodi- 
ties are  made,  and  perhaps  fewer  know  anything  of  the  various 
steps  taken  in  their  manufacture.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  result 
in  awakening  a  renewed  interest  in  all  geographical  studies. 

In  school  work,  we  hope  to  show  not  only  the  actual  work  of 
pupils  from  primary  grades  to  high  schools,  but  the  processes  and 
methods  of  education  in  vogue  in  the  city. 

In  line  with  similar  action  in  different  sections  of  the  country, 
the  Board  of  Education  adopted  the  following  rule  in  reference 
to  high  school  fraternities: 

''the  principal  and  teachers  of  the  High  School  for  Boys  are  here- 
by instructed  to  deny  to  any  secret  or  other  school  society,  not 
having  a  charter  from  the  faculty  of  the  school,  all  public  recogni- 
tion; that  no  member  of  any  such  society  shall  be  eligible  to  an 
office  in  any  school  organization  or  on  the  staff  of  any  school 
publication,  to  represent  the  school  in  any  intellectual  or  athletic 
contest,  or  in  any  public  manner  whatever;  that  every  pupil  before 
representing  the  school  or  any  portion  of  it,  at  any  time  or  in  any 
place,  shall  certify  to  the  principal,  if  called  upon,  that  he  is  not 
a  member  or  pledged  to  membership,  or  has  not  taken  any  pre- 
liminary steps  towards  membership  in  any  society  not  approved  by 
the  faculty,  and  that  the  attention  of  parents  and  guardians  of  the 
pupils,  who  are  attending  the  high  school  be  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  Board  of  Education,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  the 
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Principal  and  teachers  of  the  High  School  unanimously  condemn  all 
secret  societies  among  the  pupils. 

"The  Principal  and  teachers  of  the  High  School  for  (Jirls  are  here 
by  instructed  to  deny  to  members  of  any  secret  or  other  school 
society,  not  having  a  charter  from  the  faculty  of  the  school,  the 
privilege  of  being  excused  from  examinations  on  a  terra  average  of 
85  per  cent.;  that  members  of  any  such  society  shall  not  be  per- 
mitted to  take  fewer  than  four  regular  class  studies  each  term; 
that  every  pupil,  before  receiving*  these  privileges,  shall  certify  to 
the  Principal,  if  called  upon,  that  she  is  not  a  member,  nor  pledged 
to  membership,^ in  any  society  not  approved  by  the  faculty,  and  that 
she  does  not  wear  the  pin  of  any  such  society. 

"That  the  above  rule  shall  go  into  effect  immediately  against  the 
members  of  any  society,  if  deemed  necessary  by  the  faculty." 

Every  friend  of  the  public  schools,  it  seems  to  me,  should  deplore 
the  advent  of  these  fraternities  in  our  common  school  system. 
Above  all  institutions  the  public  schools  are  a  product  of  a  Demo- 
cratic government,  and  every  boy  and  girl  should  stand  on  the  same 
footing.  These  societies  divide  schools  into  cliques  and  foster  an 
exclusive  and  clannish  spirit.  The  almost  unanimous  verdict  of 
school  men  is  that  they  engender  contention;  form  unnatural  friend- 
ships; promote  selfishness  and  snobbishness;  set  wrong  standards 
of  excellence,  based  not  on  merit,  but  on  fraternity  vows;  encourage 
club  life  in  boys  and  girls  in  their  teens;  foster  habits  of  extrava- 
gance; demoralize  study  and  discipline;  and  lower  the  standard  of 
the  schools. 

The  old  Boys'  High  School  has  been  turned  into  an  office  building. 
The  superintendent  and  supervisors,  the  attendance  officer,  super- 
intendent of  repairs,  the  president,  secretarj^,  and  treasurer  of  the 
Board,  the  Board  and  the  Committees  have  been  provided  with  com- 
modious quarters.  Perhaps,  what  is  still  more  interesting,  a  large, 
well-lighted  room  has  been  fitted  up  for  a  Teachers'  Library. 

A  strikingly  new  feature  has  been  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mittee on  Sanitation,  to  enforce  the  rules  regarding  contagious  and 
infectious  diseases  and  recommend  remedies  and  have  general  over- 
sight of  the  health  of  the  pupils.  The  Committee  has  power  to 
appoint  physicians  to  examine  and  investigate  contagious,  infectious, 
or  suspicious  diseases  which  may  come  under  their  notice;  and  to 
investigate  all  unsanitary  conditions  that  may  be  reported  and  is 
empowered  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to 
correct  the  evils. 

In  the  Administration  Building,  two  ungraded  schools  were 
opened  Tuesday,  April  16,  1907 — one  for  pupils  who  for  various 
reasons,  physical,  intellectual,  moral,  or  what  not,  have  failed  in 
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the  grades,  the  other  for  boj^s  whose  attendance  in  the  regular 
schools  it  was  impossible  to  secure  without  the  assistance  of  the 
Attendance  Officer. 

Before  admitting  pupils  to  either  of  these  schools,  the  parents  in 
each  case  were  first  called  upon  by  the  teachers  in  the  regular 
schools  and  informed  of  the  movement  and  extended  an  invitation  to 
visit  the  schools  and  inspect  the  work.  Many  parents  called  and 
expressed  their  willingness  and  approval  of  sending  their  children 
where  they  saw  they  were  given  more  individual  attention  than 
could  be  given  in  their  regular  schools  and  received  work  better 
adapted  to  their  imperfectly  developed  minds. 

The  method  of  treating  with  the  pupils  of  the  former  school  varies 
with  the  individual,  as  no  two  cases  are  alike.  In  the  short  time 
that  these  schools  have  been  open,  these  children  have  made  marked 
progress,  showing  more  ability  and  more  mental  power  than  was  real- 
ized or  thought  possible  by  their  parents  and  teachers.  One  or 
two  may  be  able  to  take  their  place  in  the  regular  schools  by  Sep- 
tember. 

A  visit  to  these  schools  will  convince  one  of  the  advisability 
of  separating  these  children  from  the  normal  ones  in  the  regular 
schools.  For  example,  some  of  them  are  able  to  read  in  the  third 
and  fourth  readers,  but  can  do  only  first  grade  number  work;  others 
can  do  third  and  fourth  grade  arithmetic,  but  can  read  only  in  the 
first  reader. 

Variety  of  work  for  such  children  is  essential  and  work  involving 
physical  activity  has  an  incalculable  value  in  dealing  with  vigorous 
boj-hood,  hence  these  pupils  are  given  instruction  in  manual  train- 
ing three  times  a  wx^ek  and  taken  to  the  gymnasium  in  the  High 
S(^hool  for  Boys  several  times  each  week. 

That  the  latter  school  is  a  success  is  evidenced  by  the  regular 
attendance.  Prior  to  the  opening  of  this  school  the  pupils  enrolled 
were  habitual  truants  and  kept  the  attendance  officer  busy  going 
after  them  several  times  a  week  since  the  opening  of  the  school  in 
September,  and  he  was  scarcely  able  to  keep  them  in  school  for 
three  successive  days. 

During  the  past  year  the  Board  has  completed  two  four-room 
additions  to  two  four-room  buildings.  This  is  in  line  with  the 
jjolicy  laid  down  the  past  several  years  that  buildings  be  made 
larger  and  pupils  concentrated  at  certain  centers. 

In  addition  to  a  central  evening  grammar  school,  an  evening  gram- 
mar school  was  opened  in  a  more  remote  section  of  the  city.  This  ex- 
tention  of  evening  gramar  school  systems  promises  to  be  success- 
ful.    The  evening  high  school  closed  the  most  successful  year  of» 
its  existence,  the  total  enrollment  being  over  500. 
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Uuriug  the  year  the  course  of  study  has  been  enlai-};ed  and  we 
hoi)e    siniplilied   and   enriched.     Si)ecial   attention   has    been   ^nven 
to  languajic,    civics,    local    geography,   history,   and    physical    exer- 
cises.    Outlines  in  the  several  subjects  have  been  carefully  prepared  • 
and  these  are  used  in  teaching. 

In  the  teaching  of  civics,  I  have  for  a  long  time  felt  that  the 
public  schools  were  not  doing  their  duty.  In  my  opinion,  the  public 
schools  of  the  past  have  failed  to  adapt  boys  and  girls  to  their 
environment  and  what  is  still  more  deplorable,  have  failed  to  teach 
children  to  locate  themselves  as  an  integral  part  of  government. 

In  his  earliest  years  the  child  is  under  the  government  of  his 
parents.  As  soon  as  he  is  old  enough  he  is  sent  to  school,  when 
a  new  government  enters  into  his  life  and  controls  his  actions. 
He  now  lives  under  the  government  of  the  school  as  well  as  the 
government  of  the  home. 

When  he  goes  into  the  street  and  parks  there  is  another  govern- 
ment to  restrain  him  and  regulate  his  conduct.  He  now  learns  that 
there  is  a  third  government  which  he  must  obey,  the  government  of 
the  city  or  of  the  state;  and  thus  all  through  life,  no  matter  where 
he  goes  or  where  he  may  turn,  government  always  and  everywhere 
follows  him  and  regulates  his  actions. 

In  view  of  this  axiomatic  fact,  is  it  not  well  to  fit  children  for 
this  government  so  that  either  as  rulers  or  ruled  they  may  more 
fully  play  their  respective  parts,  more  fully  learn  their  responsibil- 
ity one  to  the  other,  and  perform  most  conscientiously  their  civic 

duties? 

To  this  end,  we  have  instructed  the  teachers  in  connection  with 
language,  history,  reading,  or  any  of  the  branches  of  study,  to 
endeavor  to  have  the  pupil  locate  himself  in  his  complex  environ- 
ment. This  cannot  be  done  by  formal  nor  formidable  text-books 
on  civics. 

Neither  should  well-prepared  outlines  be  foisted  on  children.  In 
the  teaching  of  civics  the  best  must  come  from  the  patriotic  teacher. 
If  the  teacher  has  the  civic  spirit  her  pupils  will  be  ideal  citizens 
in  their  little  government,  and  she  will  pave  the  way  for  the  fuller 
governmental  citizenship.  In  conversations  she  can  lead  them  step 
by  step. 

In  teaching  civics,  as  in  teaching  any  other  subject,  the  key  to 
the  situation  is  interest.  The  teacher  must  be  a  true  citizen,  full 
of  love  for  her  subjects  as  well  as  for  humanity. 

This  method  is  simple.  The  family  is  the  first  form  of  govern- 
ment with  which  the  child  comes  in  contact.  He  should  be  taught 
to  place  himself  in  his  own  home,  learning  not  only  the  duty  of  his 
parents  to  him,  but  his  duty  to  them.  In  like  manner  in  the  school, 
15—5—1907 
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on  tlie  street,  he  should  early  have  instilled  in  him  his  duty  to 
others,  especially  respect  to  older  persons;  his  duty  to  animals,  and 
so  on. 

The  school  furnishes  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  development 
of  civic  virtue.  The  free  text-book  law  provides  lessons  upon  the 
care  of  public  property.  The  school  house,  the  school  grounds,  the 
furniture  are  public  property.  In  the  judicious  care  of  these,  the 
pupil  may  get  his  first  lessons  in  civic  pride  and  civic  virtue.  Thus, 
step  by  step,  in  familiar  conversations  by  j)ermitting  the  pupils  to 
express  themselves  the  pupil  maj  be  led  from  the  family  and  school 
to  the  city,  county,  state  and  nation. 

Perhaps  the  most  dififlcult  lesson  is  that  it  is  the  patriotic  duty 
of  the  citizen  to  pay  a  just  share  of  tax  for  the  support  of  the 
government  and  the  education  of  the  people.  John  Fiske  asserts 
that  the  first  lesson  in  civics  should  be  a  lesson  on  taxation. 

As  has  been  written  ''The  highest  liberty  is  the  best  government; 
a  government  wisely'  planned  and  faithfully  administered."  We  are 
now  enjoying  such  a  government,  but  unless  we  rise  to  an  irre- 
proachable civic  standard,  even  our  stable  government  may  be  en- 
dangered. 

Is  it  not  fitting  that  our  children  should  not  only  imbibe  the 
spirit  but  in  a  measure  know  the  letter  of  government?  In  order 
that  posterity  may  more  fully  appreciate  and  enjoy  the  benefits  of 
free  government,  the  public  schools  must  lay  the  foundation  for  an 
intelligent  patriotism. 

I  feel  that  the  x>ioneer  work  in  the  reorganization  of  the  Reading 
schools  is  completed.  We  have  made  a  beginning  along  many  im- 
portant lines.  The  work  has  been  strenuous.  I  am  happy  to  have 
had  a  part  in  it.  I  trust  that  on  the  foundations  laid  those  in- 
trusted with  the  future  conduct  of  our  schools  may  build  a  substan- 
tial structure,  a  structure  worthy  this  greatest  blessing  of  demo- 
cratic government. 


ROCHESTER^Orrin  C.  Lester. 


While  our  schools  are  in  a  state  of  development  under  a  some- 
what new  plan,  which  we  have  been  installing  during  the  past  three 
years,  yet,  we  think  the  year  just  passed  showed  a  much  more 
stable  condition  than  any  other  of  the  three.  I  attribute  the  success 
of  the  year  largely  to  the  faithfulness  and  interest  of  the  teachers, 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I  express  my  appreciation  of  their  work. 
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During  the  past  year,  the  salaries  of  all  teachers  getting  fifty 
dollars  (|5())  or  less  were  increased  live  dollars  (5)  per  month. 
A  definite  salary  was  set  for  each  grade  in  liie  Grade  Schools  and 
from  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  plan  all  teachers,  who,  be- 
cause of  lack  of  experience  or  any  other  cause,  are  not  considered 
entitled  to  the  maximum  salary,  are  started  at  a  salary,  which  the 
Board  deems  just  and  riglit.  Each  year  after  the  first  the  teacher 
is  entitled  to  a  raise  of  from  |2.50  to  |o.OO.  We  have  thus  estab- 
lished a  basis  of  arranging  salaries  each  year.  We  hope  by  con- 
tinued increase  in  teachers'  salaries  and  because  of  this  a  continued 
and  increasing  school  spirit  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  and  by  the 
help,  co-operation  and  faith  of  the  people  of  the  community,  to  con- 
tinue to  increase  the  proficiency  of  the  schools. 

Two  teachers  were  added  to  our  list  of  teachers  during  the  past 
year;  thus  giving  evidence  of  an  increase  in  enrollment.  Our 
enrollment  last  year  was  larger  than  in  any  previous  year.  One 
feature,  which  we  consider  commendable,  is  noticeable  that  the  per 
cent,  of  the  pupils  that  we  are  able  to  hold  in  the  higher  grades  and 
even  in  the  high  school  is  increasing  each  year. 

The  per  cent,  of  pupils  promoted  at  the  end  of  the  year  just 
closed  was  larger  than  in  any  other  year  since  I  have  been  connected 
with  the  Rochester  schools.  This  was  not  because  of  leniency  on 
the  part  of  the  teachers,  supervisors  or  superintendent,  but,  because, 
we  think,  of  an  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  which 
stimulated  them  to  better  work. 

^Ve  are  not  sure  that  the  Compulsory  Education  Law  was  carried 
out  to  the  letter.  We  did  our  best.  But  in  a  glass  manufacturing 
town  such  as  ours,  in  a  state  where  the  attendance  officers  are  not 
allowed  to  enter  the  factories  and  dismiss  children  who  should  not 
work,  according  to  the  law,  and  in  a  district  where  the  Deputy 
Factory  Inspector  does  not  call  to  see  or  communicate  with  the 
school  superintendent  from  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  to  the 
end,  it  is  more  or  less  difficult  to  comply  with  such  a  law.  We  have 
a  disposition  to  comply  with  all  laws  and  would  be  glad  to  assist 
the  Deputy  Inspector  in  this  work,  but  we  refuse  to  do  his  work 
unless  we  get  his  salary. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  eager  to  increase  their  efficiency  in 
the  work  demanded  of  them.  This  was  demonstrated  last  summer 
in  the  interest  taken  in  a  normal  school,  arranged  by  the  County 
Superintendent  of  Schools.  Almost  half  of  our  teachers  attended 
this  school,  and  some  of  these  same  teachers  have  returned  to  the 
same  school  this  summer. 

We  introduced  the  subject  of  drawing  into  our  schools  at  the 
beginning  of  last  year.     The  pupils  displayed  considerable  interest 
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in  this  subject.     We  believe  the  work  in  this  subject  was  quite 
profitable  to  the  pupils. 

In  closing  I  desire  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  courtesy 
shown  me  by  the  Board  of  Education.  The  members  of  the  Board 
and  of  all  committees  have  not  spared  time  or  means  where,  what 
was  suggested  by  the  Superintendent  or  any  member  of  the  Board, 
was  really  needed.  The  Board  has  taken  care  of  the  business 
of  the  school,  during  the  past  year,  very  carefully.  I  also  want 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  interest  shown  by  the  citizens  of 
the  town.  Also,  again  my  thanks  to  the  teachers,  who  have  so 
faithfully  performed  their  work. 


SCRANTON— George  W.  Phillips. 


There  were  registered  in  the  different  departments  of  our  public 
school  system  the  past  year  the  following: 
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The  true  measure  of  the  value  of  a  system  of  education  is  the 
efficiency  of  the  boy  or  girl  in  after  life  when  he  or  she  has  had 
sufficiently  long  experience  in  what  is  usually  called  practical  life. 
Then  the  mind  training  and  above  all  the  soul  training  received 
will  have  opportunity  for  demonstration. 

A  too  rigid  test,  I  believe,  is  made  of  our  children  upon  their 
leaving  school  after  a  term  of  years  of  attendance  whether  by  grad- 
uation or  otherwise.  New  environments,  new  conditions,  contact 
with  actual  problems  in  new  relations,  must  become  habitual  to 
the  individual  that  he  may  have  opportunity  sufficiently  long  to 
become  accustomed  to  them  before  can  be  demonstrated  his  real 
power.  The  mathematics  of  outside  life  cannot  be  learned  from 
the  formulas  of  the  text  books. 

On  every  side  we  hear  the  cry  that  school  work  must  be  more 
practical.  Undoubtedly  true,  yet  there  are  aspects  of  the  question 
that  have  not  been  carefully  weighed.  How  many  have  ever  given 
sufficient  thought  to  the  query  as  to  what  is  meant  by  the  term 
practical?  It  is  surprising  that  the  idea  is  so  often  advanced  that 
our  school  education  should  be  better  adapted  to  the  needs  or 
necessities  of  the  children  of  the  so-called  industrial  classes.  What 
industrial  work  or  education  in  its  early  stages  is  suitable  for  the 
children  of  the  industrial  classes  (whatever  this  may  mean  as  com- 
monly used)  that  is  not  suitable  for  children  of  all  classes?  The 
child  of  the  humblest  toiler,  whether  by  brain  or  hand,  may  later 
in  life  become  the  exponent  of  all  that  is  highest  in  our  institutions. 
How  can  the  parent  of  the  poorer  child  know  what  is  the  special 
trend  of  the  child's  mind  any  more  intelligently  than  the  parent  of 
the  child  in  better  circumstances?  We  sometimes  argue  as  though 
"hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water"  were  to  produce  each  his 
own  kind,  forgetting  that  the  contest  of  life  and  its  consequent 
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preparation  is  open  to  all  and  no  ono  can  tell  whose  sphere  will 
be  most  important.  Tlie  founrtalion  work  mnst  be  the  same  for  all 
as  the  same  conditions  confront  all.  With  the  introduction  of 
tlie  kindergarten,  wider  spread  of  the  manual  arts  leading  to  voca- 
tions for  boys  and  girls,  especially  the  former,  in  the  grade  schools, 
and  the  more  extended  work  of  the  high  school  department,  it  would 
seem  that  we  are  gradually  solving  the  social  and  industrial  pro- 
blem confronting  the  present  day  civilization. 

Trade  schools  will  be  the  outcome  of  our  already  diversified  train- 
ing and  the  complaint  that  education  is  leading  away  from  the 
industrial  features  of  life  will  in  the  near  future  no  longer  be 
heard.  The  opportunities  of  such  schools  will  be  taken  advantage 
of  by  all,  and  boys  and  girls  will  eventually  receive  that  benefit  from 
their  preliminary  training  through .  familiarity  with  all  lines  of 
development  that  less  time  will  be  needed  hereafter  in  the  search 
for  what  is  most  adapted  to  personal  inclination  or  peculiarity. 
The  city  college  is  in  process  of  evolution.  The  transition  from  the 
large  city  high  school  into  the  free  college  for  the  masses  is  close 
at  hand.  Gradually  the  idea  is  expanding  and  economically  con- 
sidered will  so  establish  itself  in  the  public  mind  that  in  every  large 
city  the  people's  college  will  sometime  be  more  than  a  mere  euphoni- 
ous figure  of  speech. 

In  this  workaday  world  we  must  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that 
life  is  more  than  food,  clothing,  or  luxurious  shelter.  There  is 
great  danger  that  satisfaction  with  the  husks  may  ensue  Instead 
of  the  intellectual  pabulum  that  will  likewise  nourish  the  soul  and 
feed  that  reserve  power  that  should  help  every  man  and  woman  to 
live  upon  resources  within  themselves  with  little  dependence  upon 
extraneous  things  except  as  means  to  a  desired  end. 

In  all  cities  the  evening  high  school  is  a  pronounced  success. 
This  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  those  who  attend  are  of  more 
mature  years,  and  having  had  experience  in  outside  affairs  are  in 
a  position  to  make  an  intelligent  selection  of  studies  adapted  to 
their  desires  or  pursuits.  The  grade  night  schools  demand  more 
serious  consideration.  May  it  not  be  that  a  readjustment  of  time 
schedules  would  help  towards  improvement?  Instead  of  four  even- 
ings a  week  as  at  present,  it  might  be  well  to  experiment  on  a  still 
fewer  number  of  evenings.  The  children  of  grade  school  age  after 
Avorking  their  full  quota  of  hours  are  scarcely  in  condition  for 
study  or  confinement  for  two  hours  at  night.  If  all  children  could 
be  kept  in  more  regular  attendance  at  school  up  to  the  legal  em- 
ployment requirement,  the  necessity  for  the.  evening  school  would 
not  be  so  much  in  evidence. 

To  eliminate  waste  effort  is  the  aim  of  all  successful  enterprises. 
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This  law  should  run  through  the  enlii-e  schooUsystcui.  A  whole 
year  should  not  be  given  to  what  might  be  accomplished  in  half 
time,  whether  in  the  preliminary  or  secondary  period  of  the  impil's 
education.  The  expert  who  can  bring  about  highest  results  with 
least  expenditure  of  time  and  effort  is  always  in  demand.  Might 
cot  the  teacher,  without  in  any  wise  forcing  tlie  child  beyond  its 
proper  capacity  by  a  process  of  natural  selection  and  rejection,  be- 
come so  expert  as  to  accomplish  far  more  than  is  done  at  present 
in  the  same  length  of  time,  or  perform  the  work  now  required  in 
a  much  shorter  period  and  by  the  evolution  do  really  better  for  the 
child?  A  study  of  one's  vocation,  no  matter  what  the  calling,  adds 
greatly  to  individual  proficiency  and  finds  means  and  methods  hither- 
to unknown  for  accomplishment  of  results. 

The  divinity  that  shapes  our  ends,  I  suppose,  is  our  real  pro- 
tection. We,  as  teachers,  build  better  than  we  know  when  we  see 
so  many  of  our  pupils  of  whom  we  were  continually  conscious  that 
they  were  not  progressing  to  our  satisfaction,  or  were  a  constant 
puzzle  as  to  their  treatment,  psychologically  and  pedagogically,  be- 
come good  and  respected  citizens,  which  is  after  all  the  true  out- 
come of  our  efforts. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


I  respectfully  submit  the  following  annual  report: 
The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  very  successful  one.  There  are 
substantial  evidences  of  progress  in  all  departments  of  our  work  as 
shown  by  the  statistical  report  sent  to  the  Department.  The  teach- 
ers have  been  faithful,  conscientious,  and  progressive.  The  pupils 
have  been  industrious,  respectful,  and  obedient.  The  Board  has 
continued  to  do  everything  in  its  power  for  the  best  interests  of 
the  boys  and  girls.  The  community  has  given  us  encouragement 
by  its  sympathy  and  sustaining  influence  in  behalf  of  all  phases  of 
our  work. 


SHARON— S.  H.  Hadley. 


While  the  year  was  not  marked  by  any  event  of  special  import- 
ance, yet  it  consisted  in  good  thorough  work  by  our  teachers.  Good 
school  buildings  and  good  equipment  are  very  helpful  and  necessary, 
however  the  most  important  factor  in  the  development  of  our  boys 
and  girls  is  the  teacher.  To  this  end  our  board  of  School  Directors 
have  refused  to  elect  any  teacher  who  has  not  had  at  least  one 
year's  successful  teaching  experience.  That  we  might  keep  and 
secure  good  teachers,  salaries  in  most  all  grades  were  advanced. 
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Our  largest  enrollment  in  any  one  month  was  2,002,  which  is  the 
greatest  number  in  the  history  of  our  schools.  Commencement  ex- 
ercises were  held  the  evening  of  May  31,  when  a  class  of  32  was 
graduated  from  our  high  school.  This  is  the  largest  class  ever  grad- 
uated from  our  high  school.  We  think  this  is  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  report  as  it  shows  that  the  people  of  our  community  realize 
the  value  of  a  High  School  education  and  are  making  greater  efforts 
to  keep  their  children  in  school. 

Meetings  of  our  entire  corps  of  teachers  were  held  monthly.  At 
these  meetings  we  made  a  special  study  of  the  "Recitation."  We 
found  this  text  very  helpful  from  a  practical  point  and  as  an 
inspiration.  Meetings  of  the  different  grades  were  held  three  times 
during  the  year.  At  these  meetings  the  work  of  each  grade  was 
discussed  and  methods  of  instruction  studied. 

Taking  the  year  as  a  whole,  I  can  report  very  efficient  work  by 
our  teachers.  Our  board  of  Education  conducted  the  business  of 
the  board  in  the  very  best  manner  possible.  I  have  never  before 
seen  a  board  of  school  directors  work  together  so  harmoniously. 
They  contributed  very  much  -to  the  success  of  our  schools  by  giving 
us  their  hearty  support  and  by  furnishing  us  everything  needed. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


During  the  school  year  of  1906-7,  the  efficiency  of  our  teaching 
corps  alone  sustained  the  standard  of  the  Shenandoah  schools,  fx)r 
the  schools  had  to  battle  with  many  delays.  Early  in  the  school 
year  our  board  decided  to  build  some  new  rooms  to  relieve  the 
crowded  condition  of  some  of  our  grades.  A  misunderstanding  aris- 
ing between  the  contracting  parties  the  rooms  were  not  finished  at 
the  proper  time  and  the  opening  of  the  schools  was  delayed  for 
two  weeks.  When  they  were  opened  the  teachers  had  not  been 
assigned  to  their  proper  grade.  After  two  months  of  uncertain 
work,  the  teachers  were  promoted  or  assigned  to  the  several  grades. 
This  second  start  was  much  like  beginning  school  over  again. 
Having  surmounted  these  difficulties  those  teaching  and  those  being 
taught  applied  themselves  to  energetic  and  satisfactory  work. 
Teachers  and  pupils  alike,  with  few  exceptions,  tried  to  gain  the 
ground  that  had  been  lost  at  the  beginning.  By  careful  and  pro- 
pressive  work  the  results  were,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  better  than 
we  anticipated. 

The  new  Principal  of  the  High  School  guided  his  school  along 
advanced  and  progressive  lines,  and  he  closed  the  year's  work  with 
encouraging  results.     His  long  experience  as  Assistant  in  our  High 


No.  5.  SOUTH  BETHLEHEM.  233 

School  has  j;i\('ii  him  a  Iraiiiiiij;'  that  will  do  much  to  uiake  him  a 
siiceessful  Principal. 

The  work  iu  our  Advanced  Grammar  School,  under  the  same 
master  hand  that  has  guided  this  school  for  the  past  two  years 
demonstrates  that  far  better  results  can  be  obtained  in  advanced 
grammar  grade  work  in  schools  in  which  there  are  three  or  more 
teachers  than  in  schools  in  which  one  teacher  must  teach  all  the 
branches.  This  school  has  been  ranging  from  two  hundred  and  fifty 
(2.50)  to  two  hundred  and  eighty  (280)  pupils. 

As  there  will  be,  during  the  coming  term,  more  pupils  assigned 
to  this  school  than  can  be  seated  in  our  present  Advanced  Grammar 
School  room,  the  members  of  the  Board  have  been  considering  the 
advisability  of  and  have  about  decided  to  divide  this  school  into 
a  male  and  female  department. 

The  two  special  departments  in  our  school  system  need  particular 
mention.  Several  years  ago  our  music  and  drawing  department 
was  divided  into  two  distinct  departments.  Each  has  grow'n  in 
efficiency  until  both  stand  high  not  only  in  the  opinion  of  our  own 
people  but  in  the  opinion  of  visiting  educators. 

Our  other  work  has  been  similar  to  that  laid  down  in  our  former 
reports  and  we  are  more  thoroughly  convinced  that  drill  upon  the 
sounds,  as  required  by  the  Ward  and  similar  systems  in  reading  is 
the  only  proper  method  to  teach  reading  in  communities  like  ours. 

The  new  addition  to  the  Lloyd  street  building  referred  to  in  the 
opening  part  of  this  article  was  completed  on  the  lower  floor,  near 
the  close  of  the  term,  at  a  cost,  including  furniture,  of  about  Five 
Thousand  Dollars  (|.5;000.00).  It  contains  two  very  neat  First  Prim- 
ary school  rooms.  Schools  were  opened  in  the  rooms  as  soon  as 
completed.  The  upper  floor  will  be  used  during  the  coming  term 
for  the  male  department  of  our  Advanced  Grammar  school. 

During  the  past  year  the  Library  Trustees  added  to  the  Shenan- 
doah Public  Library  Tw^o  Hundred  and  Twenty  (220)  new  volumes, 
at  a  cost  of  more  than  Three  Hundred  Dollars  f|300.00).  Our  people 
take  much  interest  in  this  part  of  our  educational  work  and  the  cir- 
culation of  the  Library  is  large. 


SOUTH   BETHLEHEM— Owen   R.   Wilt. 


The  term  just  ended  has  been  one  of  good  and  faithful  work  and 
fair  success.  We  are  alw^ays  striving  to  perfect  our  system  of 
grading;  to  elevate  our  standard  and  improve  our  methods  of  in- 
struction; to  interest  the  general  public  as  well  as  the  pupils  so 
as  to  secure  their  intelligent  co-operation,  and  to  educate  pupils  to 
17 
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a  self  regulated  pursuit  of  knowledge.  We  can  at  least  claim  par- 
tial success  in  our  efforts  on  this  line.  The  grading  has  been  im- 
proved by  establishing  an  additional  grammar  grade. 

All  the  buildings  are  in  good  condition;  by  the  proposed  remodel- 
ling and  repainting  of  walls  and  woodwork  in  a  few  of  the  school 
houses  they  will  be  made  to  appear  like  new  buildings. 

The  school  rooms  are  attractive;  made  so,  partly  by  suitable  and 
instructive  pictures.  In  one  of  the  buildings  teachers  and  pupils 
gave  an  Art  Exhibit  during  the  term  and  thereby  realized  a  goodly 
sum  of  money  with  which  they  purchased  paintings  and  decorated 
the  walls  of  the  rooms.  Good  paintings  and  appropriate  school 
room  mottoes  exert  an  elevating  influence  upon  school  children. 

So  far,  our  teachers  preferred  to  hold  the  annual  institute  jointly 
with  the  teachers  of  the  county,  at  Easton,  The  County  Institute 
has  been  conducted  so  successfully  during  recent  years  that  but 
a  few  of  our  teachers  have  expressed  a  desire  to  hold  our  own, 

I  am  glad  to  know  that  there  exists  in  this  borough  a  strong  public 
sentiment  in  favor  of  our  public  schools,  and  that  there  exists  no 
ill  feeling  between  Parochial  schools  and  the  Public  schools.  The 
public  press  is  ever  ready  and  willing  to  render  necessary  assistance 
by  cheerfully  publishing  matters  of  interest  connected  with  school 
work,  and  with  the  education  of  the  general  public;  and  to  encour- 
age those  engaged  in  the  noble,  though  irksome  work  of  educating 
the  young. 

The  board  of  directors  is  very  harmonious  in  the  transaction  of 
its  business;  is  kindly  disposed  toward  its  employes  and  promi>t  in 
paying  them.  The  board  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  endorse  any 
movement  that  may  be  deemed  beneficial  to  the  schools.  All  reason- 
able requests  from  teachers  or  pupils  receive  the  hearty  and  un- 
animous sanction  of  the  board  and  its  officers.  This  ready  mani- 
festation of  kindness  toward  pupils  and  teachers  has  a  cheery  effect 
upon  the  schools. 


SOUTH  SHARON— C.  G.  Cannon. 


Nothing  occurred  during  the  year  to  detract  from  the  regular 
and  continuous  work  of  the  schools. 

A  class  of  ten  young  ladies  graduated  on  June  3,  the  largest  class 
in  the  life  of  our  new  High  School.  Transfer  exercises  were  held  the 
last  of  May,  when  36  young  people  were  granted  certificates  of  pro- 
motion to  the  High  School.  Accommodations  are  very  meagre  for 
advanced  work  and  realizing  this  and  the  very  crowded  condition  of 
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our  schools,  oiii-  Bojud  ol"  Directors  has  phms  uuder  way  for  Hie 
erection  of  a  llit^h  School  Building  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than  $50,- 
000,  which  will  contain  an  auditorium  and  balcony  to  seat  nearly 
1,000  people:  this  in  addition  to  laboratories  and  other  features  of 
the  modern  High  School  Building. 

This  will  be  vei*y  beneficial  in  a  new  municipality  like  this  where 
such  accommodations  are  often  wanting.  During  the  school-year 
a  supervisor  of  Music  was  secured  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Alfred  C. 
Frost  of  Euclid,  Ohio,  who  succeeded  in  securing  such  excellent 
(O-operation  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  ])atrons  that  very  gratify- 
ing results  were  obtained:  this  was  partially  shown  in  an  evening 
of  chorus  singing  when  nearly  1,000  parents  and  friends  assembled 
in  Lewis's  Hall. 

The  most  hopeful  sign  in  the  school-life  of  this  new  "Borough" 
is  the  excellent  co-operation  on  the  part  of  our  teachers  and  their 
steady  advancement  in  things  educational. 

The  greatest  drawback  perhaps  is  the  very  large  number  of  pupils 
per  school  which  condition  will  not  exist  by  another  year. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


In  many  respects  this  has  been  a  very  successful  year  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  schools.  One  criterion  by  which  to  estimate  the  success 
of  a  system  of  schools  is  by  the  proportion  of  promotions  made  from 
year  to  year.  This  is  true  particularly  if  the  proper  standards  of 
efficiency  are  maintained.  Compared  Avith  previous  years  there 
were  less  failures  to  pass  grades  than  at  any  time  in  the  past  and 
this  with  a  standard  of  requirements  if  anything  more  rigid  than 
ever  before.  These  results  are  due  partly  to  the  method  of  individ- 
ual instruction  employed  in  the  grades  but  doubtless  to  a  greater 
degree,  to  the  advancement  that  teachers  are  making  in  their  abil- 
ity to  deal  with  pupils  intelligently  and  effectively. 

The  year  has  passed  without  any  serious  epidemic  of  any  kind , 
invading  the  ranks  of  the  children  and  with  but  little  sickness 
among  teachers.  The  wisdom  of  employing  a  special  substitute 
teacher  for  the  grammar  grades  was  demonstrated  in  the  experience 
of  the  term.  The  only  instance  of  prolonged  illness  was  in  this 
department  and  it  was  fortunate  to  have  a  well  qualified  teacher  of 
experience  to  call  into  service.  When  this  special  teacher  was  not 
engaged  in  regular  substitute  work,  much  of  her  time  was  employed 
in  the  rooms  of  teachers  who  were  visiting  other  schools  and  in 
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assisting  backward  pupils.  An  additional  number  of  such  special 
teachers  could  be  utilized  to  the  decided  advantage  of  the  schools. 

The  work  of  the  high  school  never  was  better.  The  discipline 
was  wholesome  and  the  academic  results  creditable  all  along  the 
line.  There  was  a  close  adherence  to  the  principle  that  the  course 
of  studies  can  be  mastered  by  no  other  means  than  b}^  diligent  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  pupils.  Whilst  due  consideration  was  given  to 
extenuating  circumstances,  and  judicious  aid  and  direction  were 
given  by  the  faculty,  students  who  failed  through  lack  of  proper 
effort,  were  demoted,  irrespective  of  the  class  to  which  they  belong- 
ed. It  is  needless,  however,  to  report  that  the  cases  requiring  such 
heroic  treatment  were  few  indeed.  The  someAvhat  extended  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  that  finally  resulted  in  the  disbandonment 
of  the  Greek  Letter  fraternity  in  the  high  school  Avas  by  no  means 
the  least  significant  achievement  of  the  term.  This  is  true  not  alone 
for  what  it  has  accomplished  in  the  present  but  for  what  it  has  pre- 
vented in  the  future. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  term  the  triennial  report  and  manual  of 
the  schools  was  placed  in  the  homes  of  the  borough.  This  afforded 
an  opportunity  to  all  to  become  familiar  with  the  business  manage- 
ment of  the  schools  as  well  as  with  the  course  of  studies  and  the 
rules  and  regulations.  Furthermore,  it  enabled  the  authorities  to 
make  wholesome  suggestions,  bearing  upon  the  relation  that  the 
home  sustains  to  the  school. 

Early  in  the  year  we  had  with  us  the  Horace  K.  Turner  Art  Exhi- 
bit. These  fine  reproductions  of  the  master-pieces  had  a  stimulating 
effect  not  only  on  the  schools  but  on  the  patrons  as  well.  As  a 
result  of  this  exhibit,  over  two  hundred  dollars  were  realized  with 
which  to  purchase  pictures  for  school  room  decoration. 

Teachers'  meetings  were  held  regularly  and  the  interest  was  sus- 
tained to  the  close  of  the  term.  In  addition  to  the  consideration  of 
the  regular  professional  reading  for  each  month,  there  were  three 
units  of  investigation  and  discussion  carried  throughout  the  year. 
They  were  as  follows:  1st.  Special  problems — How  to  deal  with 
tardiness,  truancy,  inattention,  dullness,  brilliancy.  2nd.  The 
teacher  as  a  student  of  nature,  of  human  nature,  of  art,  of  general 
and  professional  literature,  of  practical  pedagogy.  3d.  Supervis- 
ion by  the  regular  teacher,  by  the  special  supervisor,  by  the  princi- 
pal, by  the  Superintendent.  In  this  connection  we  take  pleasure  in 
acknowledging  our  indebtedness  to  Superintendents  Downes  and 
Shimmell  of  Harrisburg  and  Wickey  of  Middletown  for  valuable 
assistance  rendered. 

Owing  to  the  rapid  increase  in  the  population  of  the  eastern  sec- 
tion of  the  borough,  additional  school  facilities  are  necessary  in 
that  locality.     Accordingly  at  the  March  meeting  of  the  Board  it  was 
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uiKiuimously  dccidod  (o  oroct  an  up-to-date,  six  room  building'  on  a 
plot  of  ground  containing  four  acrt'S,  formerly  purchased  from  the 
Cumbler  estate.  \\'lKn  completed,  this  will  be  one  of  the  finest  of 
the  smaller  buildings  in  the  town,  and  it  will  ociupy  a  site,  unsur- 
passed in  beauty  and  sanitary  conditions  by  any  school  building  in 
the  Susquehanna  valley. 

We  have  our  problems  and  they  are  not  always  easy  of  solution 
by  any  means;  but  since  this  brief  report  has  maintained  an  optimis- 
tic strain  from  the  beginning  we  will  not  break  the  harmony  by  dis- 
cussing them  at  this  time.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  we  will  try  to 
meet  them  courageously. 


SUNBURY— Ira  Shipman. 


Monthh'  teachers'  meetings  in  addition  to  grade  meetings  were 
continued  during  the  past  year.  Nearly  all  teachers  were  active 
and  interested.  During  the  past  three  years  we  used  ''Educational 
Foundations,"  ''Thinking  and  Learning  to  Think"  and  Hamilton's 
'The  Recitation."  The  coming  term  we  will  use  "Common  Sense 
Didactics"  and  "Educational  Foundations." 

Teachers  are  as  much  in  need  of  thorough  preparation  and  con- 
tinuation of  the  study  of  principles  underlying  their  work  as  are  any 
other  professional  workers.  That  some  teachers  have  succeeded 
without  having  made  theory,  methods  and  management  a  special 
study,  is  not  sufficient  reason  for  opposition  to  broaden  culture 
along  the  line  of  teaching.  We  occasionally  hear  a  teacher  boast 
that  he  has  never  studied  theory,  methods  and  management,  and 

end  by  saying  "I  am  just  as  successful  as  ."     To 

measure  ourselves  by  ourselves  is  not  a  safe  standard.  Natural 
ability  and  aptness  to  teach  have  much  to  do  with  successful  teach- 
ing, but  a  combination  of  national  ability  and  acquired  strength 
produces  better  results. 

The  following  program  was  carried  out  March  2,  1907: 

I.  Educational  Foundations — February  Number — ^Special  atten- 
tion to  articles  on  (a)  Reading  (b)  Apperception  and  its  relation  to 
other  mental  processes. 

II.  Dictation  Exercises  in  Drawing. 

III.  An  Address— "The  Will." 

IV.  List  of  common  words  for  pronunciation,  diacritical  mark- 
ing and  etymology. 

V.  "The  Recitation"— Part  II,  Chapters  III  and  IV. 

VI.  An  Address — "The  Importance  of  a  Teacher's  Work." 
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General  questions  and  suggestions  for  discussion: 

1.  What  part  of  a  teaclier's  time  and  attention  should  be  devoted 
to  school  work? 

2.  Is  good  order  the  best  evidence  of  successful  teaching? 

3.  Do  teachers  place  sufficient  stress  upon  the  Morning  Opening 
Exercises? 

4.  To  what  extent  are  we  teaching  good  morals  and  gentle  man- 
ners? 

5.  Beading,  writing,  spelling,  and  spoken  and  written  language 
should  receive  most  attention  in  the  lower  grades. 

We  aim,  first,  to  give  the  masses  a  liberal  common  school  educa- 
tion, then,  to  prejjare  them  for  higher  institutions  of  learning.  Too 
many  pupils  are  graduated  from  high  schools  who  have  a  smatter- 
ing of  several  higher  branches,  but  who  cannot  speak,  read,  write, 
spell,  or  make  ordinary  calculations  well  enough  for  every  day  use 
in  the  common  walks  of  life. 

The  work  in  music,  under  the  supervision  of  Miss  Clara  A. 
Wheeler,  has  been  progressing  satisfactorily.  Music  is  taught  from 
the  primary  grade  through  the  high  school. 

The  graduating  class  numbered  eleven.  Four  years  ago  the 
standard  of  the  high  school  was  raised  by  requiring  one  more  year's 
work  in  the  grades  before  entering  the  high  school.  We  now  have 
a  strong  four  years'  high  school  course  and  a  more  mature  group  of 
pupils  to  do  the  work.  Grade  work  has  been  eliminated  from  the 
high  school  except  necessary  reviews  in  a  few  branches  in  the  senior 
year.     Next  year's  graduating  class  will  number  about  thirty  (30). 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  teacliers  (Miss  Cummiugs  and  Grant) 
and  the  pupils  of  the  Ninth  Grade,  aided  by  an  appropriation  of  flOO 
made  by  the  Boa#d  of  Education,  plus  $75,  the  money  raised  through 
the  Power's  Lectures  given  during  the  term,  a  sufficient  amount  was 
raised  to  purchase  a  standard  Stief  Piano.  It  is  due  to  Hon.  H.  W. 
Schoffstall,  who  represents  the  Stief  Piano  in  Sunbury,  to  say  that 
it  was  largely  through  his  liberality  in  reducing  the  regular  price, 
that  the  school  was  enabled  to  secure  such  a  high  grade  instrument. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  term  ending  June,  1907,  was  2,184; 
Percentage  of  attendance,  92;  Average  daily  attendance  for  the 
term,  1,771;  Number  of  six-year-old  pupils  Avho  entered  the  schools, 
257;  Whole  number  of  teachers  regularly  employed,  48;  Cost  of  each 
pupil  per  month,  |1.59;  The  State  appropriation  was  |8J99.61;  Total 
expenditure  for  the  year,  |38,7S3.13;  Number  of  teachers  who  hold 
Provisional  Certificates,  12;  Professional  Certificates,  10;  Perma- 
nent Certificates,  19;  Graduates  of  Normal  Schools,  7. 

The  Superintendent  attended  several  educational  meetings,  spent 
128  days  in  office  work,  held  40  teachers'  meetings,  did  some  teach- 
ing and  made  783  visits  to  schools. 


No.  6.  TAMAQUA.  239 

March  L'7,  1907,  a  large  safe  was  purchased  by  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation and  phiccd  in  the  corridor  of  the  high  school  building,  for  the 
use  of  the  school  district. 

By  the  resignation  of  Prof.  Conser,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  the 
schools  have  lost  an  able  instructor  and  a  wise  counsellor;  the 
teachers'  meetings  have  lost  an  ardent  supporter  and  a  great  help 
in  making  the  teachers'  meetings  pleasant  and  profitable;  the  com- 
munity has  lost  a  good  citizen,  and  the  church  an  earnest  worker. 
Prof.  Conser  will  enter  Harvard  for  a  year  or  two,  after  which  he 
may  again  follow  some  line  of  educational  work. 

Thanking  the  Department  of  Education,  The  Board  of  Directors 
and  all  others  who  have  in  any  way  aided  in  bringing  the  Sunbury 
Schools  to  their  present  standard,  I  respectfully  submit  this,  my 
eighth  annual  report. 


TAMAQUA— Robert  F.  Ditchburn. 


I  beg  leave  to  again  send  you  the  usual  yearly  report.  I  wish  I 
could  send  you  a  better  one  than  that  of  last  year.  You  remember, 
last  year,  the  complexion  of  things  and  of  several  of  our  people  was 
seriously  altered  by  small-pox  and  our  schools  were  closed  for  six 
long  weeks  to  the  great  delight  of  the  small  boy  and  the  taxpayer, 
the  latter  hoping  he  would  not  have  to  pay  the  teachers  for  these 
weeks.  This  year,  for  several  months  our  schools  were  disorganiz- 
ed by  measles  and  whooping  cough.  Then  during  the  term  we  lost 
two  teachers;  one  left  teaching  and  took  to  preaching,  the  other 
gave  up  tcacliing  and  took  up  matrimony.  Some  evil  spoken  parties 
said  both  teachers  had  got  out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire. 

Our  law-makers  did  a  commendable  thing  when  they  fixed  the 
minimum  pay  of  the  teachers,  a  good  thing  for  the  teachers,  and 
consequently  for  the  schools.  They  can  do  another  good  for  teach- 
ers, pupils  and  education  by  making  it  a  law  that  the  maximum  num- 
ber of  pupils  on  the  roll  and  attending  school  shall  be  thirty.  They 
can  still  further  improve  our  educational  system  by  fixing  the  curri- 
culum for  pupils  up  to  the  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  up  to  the 
grammar  school  inclusive.  I  know  what  the  Common  School  Course 
is,  but  I  also  Ivnow  that  it  is  unlimited.  By  the  whims  of  teachers, 
parents.  School  directors,  the  ignorance  of  a  few^  learned  people, 
and  the  pushing  of  book  publishers,  the  school  course  has  grown  to 
a  monstrous  size,  so  largo  that  neither  teachers  nor  pupils  know 
where  they  are  at.  Both  of  these  parties  are  suffering  acutely  from 
dissipated  attention.     Unless  knowledge  is  reduced  to  faculty  it 
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soon  drops  out  of  tbe  mind  or  I  should  say  out  of  the  memory  for 
memorizinj^-  is  about  all  tbe  children  do  with  their  lessons.  But  I 
must  stop  this  for  if  I  go  a  little  farther  it  will  make  some  people 
laugh  and  say  bad  words,  by  calling  names.  So  I  will  only  add  for 
pujiils  of  the  age  before  mentioned  that  Reading  is  a  good  thing  to 
learn,  especiall}^  how  to  read  and  Avhat  to  read.  Writing  as  far  as 
usefulness  is  concerned  is  also  a  good  thing  to  practice.  Arithmetic 
together  with  elementary  Algebra  and  Geometry  comes  in  quite 
handy  in  life,  and  Language,  both  oral  and  written,  if  attended  to  as 
it  ought  to  be,  would  help  to  diminish  the  very  large  amount  of 
bad  language  so  very  common.  But  isn't  this  a  funny  report  of 
school  work?  You  can  cut  it  out  if  you  want  to;  in  doing  so,  I 
know  you  are  too  big  and  strong  and  kind  to  cut  me;  only  don't  say 
"physician  heal  thyself,"  for  I  won't  do  it.  When  I  am  at  Rome  I 
will  do  as  the  Romans  do  and  when  at  Turkey  I  will  do  as  the  Tur- 
keys do,  and  if  caught  in  a  pack  of  wolves  I  will  howl.  I  am  not  of 
the  stuff  martyrs  are  made  of;  and  it  is  so  safe  and  comfortable  to 
mingle  with  the  crowd  following  the  band  wagon.  If  I  don't  stop 
this  1  wdll  get  beyond  the  thousand  word  limit  and  patience  and  the 
printer  will  be  sinned  against,  so  I  will  only  add,  during  the  term 
we  admitted:  Boys,  896;  Girls,  871;  Total,  1,767. 

Average  monthly:  Boys,  765;  Girls,  728;  Total  average,  1,49^. 

Average  daily:  Boys  666;  Girls,  6-37;  Total  average,  1,303. 

Average  per  cent.:  Boys  87;  Girls,  87;  Total  average,  87. 

Average  age,  10  years. 

~Anent  this  age  matter  I  will  add  the  following:  The  average  age 
of  the  1st  grade  is  7  years;  2nd  grade  8  3-ears;  3rd  grade  10  years; 
4th  grade  11  years;  sub-grammar  12  years;  Grammar  13  years  and 
High  School  15^  years. 

On  the  evening  of  June  28tli  we  held  our  Commencement  exer- 
cises and  thirteen  young  ladies  and  six  young  gentlemen  received 
their  diplomas.  We  had  music  and  essays  and  Dr.  Rothermel  of  the 
Keystone  Normal,  gave  us  an  excellent  address  and  the  usual  crush 
was  well  pleased  and  every  one  declared,  as  they  have  done  for 
nearly  tw^enty  years,  that  this  was  the  best  Commencement  we 
have  ever  held. 


TARENTUM— A.  D.  Endslev. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady,  quiet  work  in  our  schools. 
No  startling  reforms  were  made  but  the  efforts  of  all  were  directed 
toward  securing  better  results  than  previous  years  had  afforded. 
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Diu'inj;-  iho  past  tlircc  vciii's  we  liavr  hccii  slowly  endeavoring  to 
have  our  (cacheis  see  the  advantages  of  controlling  their  schools 
without  resorting  to  corporal  punishment.  Our  better  teachers 
liave  made  wonderful  progress  in  that  direction,  many  of  them  nov/ 
being  able  to  manage  their  pupils  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to 
the  end  without  resorting  to  the  rattan.  Invariably,  these  are  our 
best  schools.  On  the  other  hand,  we  still  have  a  few  teachers  who 
apparently  feel  that  they  must  "get  even"  with  their  pupils  when 
school  rules  are  broken,  by  using  the  rod.  Needless  to  say,  our 
records  show^  least  progress  in  those  schools.  Curiously  enough,  the 
teachers  of  the  latter  class  are  the  ones  who  object  most  strenuous- 
ly to  carrying  out  any  new  regulations  prescribed  by  the  school 
authorities. 

The  vaccination  law  has  been  fully  complied  with  by  us,  and,  with 
an  enrollment  of  1,342  pupils,  only  one  pupil  had  to  be  excluded  from 
school  because  of  non-vaccination. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  a  complete  chemical  laboratory,  suf- 
ficient to  accommodate  24  pupils  at  a  time,  was  installed  in  the 
high  school.  A  room  was  set  apart  for  experimental  work  in  phy- 
sics, and  provision  was  made  for  field  and  laboratory  work  in  bot- 
any. 

During  the  year  we  enrolled  204  pupils  in  the  high  school,  65  of 
whom  were  tuition  pupils.  We  furnish  high  school  accommodation 
for  Brackenridge  and  Springdale  boroughs  and  for  several  thickly 
populated  townships  along  the  Allegheny  river.  iSTineteen  pupils 
were  graduated  from  a  four-year  course  and  60  pupils  passed  the 
entrance  examinations. 

Our  pedagogical  work  for  the  year  included  a  study  of  the  recita- 
tion. Supt.  Hamilton's  book,  "The  Recitation,"  was  used  as  a 
text,  and  the  work  was  both  enjoyable  and  profitable  to  our  teachers. 


•TAYLOR— M.  J.  Lloyd. 


No  startling  innovations  were  introduced  into  our  work  this  year, 
yet  there  was  steady  progress  made  in  grade  work  throughout  the 
entire  system.  Better  methods  in  treatment  of  subject  matters, 
more  commodious  quarters  for  both  pupils  and  teachers,  better 
school- organization  so  that  both  teacher  and  pupil  could  be  placed 
to  the  best  advantages,  were  the  causes  for  the  progress  in  grade 
work. 

16—5—1907 
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The  attendance  in  the  high  school  grades  was  the  best  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  borough,  but  the  attendance  in  the  lower  grades  was  not 
up  to  what  it  was  the  previous  year.  An  unfortunate  change  in 
the  truant  ofificer  weakened  the  attendance  among  the  foreign  popu- 
lation. A  mild  mannered  truant  ofificer  will  not  do  so  well  as  one 
who  is  somewhat  stern  and  firm  in  his  duties  with  the  parents  of 
the  truant  children. 

More  children  leave  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades  to  work  than  from 
any  of  the  other  grades.  Two  whole  grades  disappeared  to  work 
during  the  year.  This  makes  it  extremely  difficult  to  maintain  a 
uniform  standard  in  those  grades. 

We  graduated  a  class  of  twenty-four  this  year  from  the  high 
school.  There  were  ten  from  the  academic  department  and  four- 
teen from  the  commercial  department.  This,  we  believe,  will  have 
a  stimulative  effect  upon  the  mass  of  pupils  to  remain  in.  school  to 
finish  the  courses  of  study. 

The  growth  of  our  population  has  been  such  as  to  necessitate  an 
additional  teacher  for  each  year  of  the  last  five.  If  it  were  not  for 
the  Polish  people's  maintaining  parochial  schools,  we  would  be 
taxed  for  school  room  to  accommodate  our  rapidly  increasing  popu- 
lation. 

Our  commencement  exercises  were  of  a  superior  order  this  year. 
The  music,  essays,  orations,  and  class  papers  were  of  such  character 
as  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  nature  of  the  school  work.  Professor 
George  Howells  of  the  Scranton  high  school  deliverod  the  address 
of  the  evening.  His  subject,  "Educational  Advantages"  was  clearly 
and  forcibly  impressed  upon  a  large  and  appreciative  audience. 


TITUS VILLE— Henry  Pease. 


The  schools  of  Titusville  have  been  doing  steady,  hard  work  dur- 
ing the  year  just  ended.  There  has  been  no  marked  changes  in 
either  course  of  work  or  the  policy  of  the  school  administration. 
The  high  school  has  been  larger  than  ever  before,  or  than  it  has 
been  of  late  years,  and  the  upper  grades  have  been  well  filled,  indi- 
cating that  the  tendency  to  remain  in  school  is  growing.  Still,  we 
are  too  well  aware  that  many  pupils  drop  out  of  school  who  should 
remain  in  the  classes  for  at  least  two  or  three  years.  While  the 
age  limit  as  to  compulsory  attendance  may  be  the  one  most  easily 
handled,  there  should  be  a  distinction,  in  the  legal  status  of  a  child 
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of  foui'tcH'n  who  hiis  completed  the  *^\-Ai\v  woik  and  one  who  lacks 
two  or  three  years  of  having  done  so. 

There  has  been  ])i'aeti('ally  no  illei^al  eni])loynieut  of  pupils  who 
should  have  been  in  school  with  us  durinj^  the  past  year.  We  can- 
not believe  that  the  present  arrangement  will  prove  as  efficient  as 
the  one  declared  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  unconstitutional.  It 
is  to  be  regretted  that  the  school  authorities  will  have  no  part  in 
enforcing  the  law  in  the  future. 


TYRONE— 1.  C.  M.  Elleuberger. 


No  material  changes  have  been  wrought  during  the  year  in  our 
schools.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that  normal  progress  was  made 
in  all  departments.  We  were  unfortunate  in  that  an  epidemic  of 
diphtheria  overspread  the  town  during  the  fall  months  and  forced 
us  to  close  all  of  the  schools  for  a  period  of  thirty  days.  Over  one 
hundred  and  eighty  cases  were  reported,  but  fortunately  few  deaths 
occurred. 

We  are  greatly  in  need  of  a  new  high  school  building  in  order  that 
our  pupils  may  work  to  the  best  advantage.  We  are  cramped  in 
our  present  quarters;  the  classes  are  crowded,  and  the  departmental 
plan  of  teaching  cannot  be  put  into  successful  operation.  However, 
material  progress  has  been  made  for  better  educational  advantages; 
a  plot  of  ground  has  been  secured  in  a  well  located  section,  and  a 
building  tax  to  create  a  fund  for  the  erection  of  a  high  school  build- 
ing has  been  levied.  W^ith  the  erection  of  this  building  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  we  will  be  well  provided  with  good  school  houses. 
A  manual  training  school  is  a  much  needed  department  in  the 
schools  of  our  town,  and  I  fiope  to  see  some  action  taken  with  that 
end  in  view.  A  canvass  of  the  pupils  of  our  grammar  and  high 
school  grades  shows  that  a  large  percentage  of  the  boys  would  con- 
tinue in  school  and  finish  their  course  if  they  had  the  advantage  of 
manual  training;  whereas  now  we  lose  great  numbers  of  these 
pupils  from  the  grammar  grades. 

With  but  few  exceptions,  the  work  of  the  teachers  has  been  an 
expression  of  earnestness  and  tlioroughness.  Teachers'  meetings 
have  been  held  semi-monthly  throughout  the  year  in  which  much 
educational  worlv  was  done.  We  feel  ourselves  fortunate  in  that 
we  have  been  able  to  retain  our  best  teachers  for  a  number  of  years. 
Out  of  thirty-one  teachers,  we  have  eighteen  who  have  been  with 
us  from  ten  to  twenty  years.     These  teachers  hold  their  positions  by 
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virtue  of  their  ability,  fidelity,  and  progressiveuess.  Fourteen  are 
graduates  of  State  normal  schools.  But  five  of  our  teachers  have 
had  less  than  five  years'  experience  in  teaching. 

For  several  years  we  have  been  placing  special  emphasis  on  the 
English  department  in  order  to  make  it  strong  as  it  should  be. 
In  my  judgment  language  is  one  of  the  most  important  branches  in 
the  elementary  schools  and  should  always  be  made  a  major  study. 
The  ability  to  handle  the  "mother  tongue"  fluently,  to  read  intelli- 
gently, and  to  reason  logically  is  the  foundation  of  an  education,  and 
not  only  calls  for  our  best  instruction  but  demands  it  in  any  public 
school  curriculum. 

The  graduating  exercises  were  held  on  Friday  evening  June  Tth, 
in  the  Academy  of  Music.  The  attendance  of  friends  and  patrons 
of  the  school  was  unusually  large.  Dr.  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  delivered  a  powerful  and  pleasing  address  to  our 
people  and  to  the  graduating  class  which  numbered  fourteen  young 
ladies  and  four  young  gentlemen. 

Our  commercial  shool  is,  at  least,  partially  filling  a  want  in  this 
community.  It  seems  we  are  not  able  to  meet  the  numerous  calls 
made  upon  us  for  commercially  trained  boys  and  girls.  At  the  be- 
ginning of  the  junior  year,  pupils  are  allowed  to  elect  for  the 
remaining  two  years  of  the  high  school  course,  either  the  classical 
course  or  the  commercial  course.  If  they  elect  the  commercial 
course,  they  devote  two  years  to  each  of  the  following  branches: 
Bookkeeping,  stenography,  typewriting,  English,  and  arithmeic, 
and  penmanship. 

Our  school  board  is  to  be  commended  for  the  advanced  stand  they 
have  taken  to  provide  better  educational  advantages  for  our  boys 
and  our  girls. 


WASHINGTON— William  Krichbaum. 


Since  its  foundation,  Washington  has  been  an  educational  centre. 
Besides  the  public  schools,  the  toAvn  is  today  the  seat  of  Washing- 
ton and  Jefferson  College,  W^ashington  and  Jefferson  Academy, 
Washington  Ladies'  Seminary,  Trinity  Hall  Academy  and  a  large 
Parochial  School.  There  is  no  public  kindergarten.  The  Public 
School  work  is  carried  on  in  seven  excellent  modernly  appointed 
buildings,  containing  from  ten  to  twelve  school  rooms  each,  the 
High  School  building  having  an  auditorium  capable  of  seating  1,100 
people.  The  buildings,  class  rooms  and  grounds  are  in  all  cases 
beautiful   and   attractive.       They  amply  accommodate  .the   whole 
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school  population  attending  in  the  grades  and  no  crowding  exists 
there.  The  High  School,  however,  has  outgrown  its  present  quar- 
ters and  a  new  building  for  it  alone  will  have  to  be  provided  in  the 
near  future  and  doubtless  will  be.  An  effort  made  recently  to  do 
so  was  unsuccessful,  largely,  it  is  believed,  through  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  School  Board  to  agree  on  a  site.  The  proposed  struc- 
ture will  undoubtedly  be  among  the  finest  in  the  State  and  it  can  be 
asserted  contidently  that  the  delay  in  building  is  but  temporary,  as 
the  Borough  has  always  made  generous  provision  for  educational 
purposes. 

Supervision  is  extensive  and  minute.  Each  building  is  in  charge 
of  a  Principal  whose  duties  are  those  of  a  general  executive  and 
supervisor.  Though  expensive,  the  system  works  well  and  it  is  only 
occasionally  that  a  teacher  endeavors  to  divert  her  responsibility 
upon  the  principal.  The  rights  of  the  latter  to  supervise  and  deter- 
mine methods  are  limited.  Writing  and  Drawing  are  in  the  hands 
of  a  supervisor  of  those  branches.  Vocal  Music  is  also  in  charge  of 
a  supervisor.  The  work  of  the  latter  is  almost  entirely  supervisory, 
he  himself  doing  only  about  one-fifth  of  the  teaching  while  the  res- 
ponsibility lies  largely  with  the  grade  teachers.  In  Drawing  the 
amount  of  teaching  done  by  the  supervisor  ranges  in  different 
grades  from  one-fourth  to  one-half  of  all  the  instruction  in  that  sub- 
ject. Where  there  is  a  special  teacher  in  any  branch  w^ho  divides 
the  actual  instruction  with  the  regular  grade  teacher,  the  responsibil- 
ity for  the  work  must  be  made  to  rest  on  the  grade  teacher  if  any 
degree  of  success  is  to  be  obtained. 

The  teachers  meet  in  General  Teachers'  Meetings  wherein  matters 
of  general  education  interest  and  value,  chapters  or  section  of  pedi- 
gogical  books  are  discussed  by  prominent  local  educators,  by  the 
principals,  by  the  superintendent  and  occasionally  by  the  teachers. 
Sabin's  Common  Sense  Didactics  and  McMurray's  Method  of  the 
Recitation  have  recently  been  read  by  the  teachers  and  discussed 
in  parts.  The  High  School  teachers  maintain  a  separate  series  of 
meetings  and  during  the  past  year  followed  a  course  in  the  History 
of  Pedagogy.  Instruction  in  Drawing  is  given  to  the  teachers  in 
grade  meetings  by  the  supervisor  monthly,  in  which  meetings  the 
details  of  the  w^ork  for  the  following  month  are  communicated.  The 
work  in  Music  is  specified  monthly  by  the  supervisor  for  each  grade, 
grade  meetings  in  that  subject  being  almost  unnecessary. 

Teachers  are  required  to  submit  to  their  principals  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  w^eek  a  detailed  plan  of  the  work  they  propose  to  accom- 
plisli  in  each  subject  during  the  week. 

The  system  of  semi-annual  promotions  in  the  grades  has  been  in 
use  in  the  borough  for  many  years.  Last  year  the  practice  was 
extended  to  the  High  School.     A  closer  grading  of  pupils  results 
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and  fewer  pupils  drop  out  of  school  by  reasou  of  failure  to  be  pro- 
moted. Our  observations  so  far  as  semi-annual  promotions  into  the 
High  School  are  concerned,  are  not  extensive,  but  it  appears  from 
those  we  have  made  that  practically  all  enter  the  High  School  who 
are  promoted  at  the  mid  year  promotion;  while  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  per  cent,  of  those  promoted  to  the  High  School  at  the  end 
of  the  year  go  to  other  schools  in  the  fall  or  stop  school  to  go  to 
work.  If  future  observations  should  prove  this  conclusion  general- 
ly true  the  advantage  of  semi-annual  promotions  in  the  High  School 
would  be  obvious.  Of  course,  for  such  an  arrangement  to  be  prac- 
tical from  a  financial  standpoint,  the  High  School  must  be  twice  as 
large  as  one  whose  pupils  could  all  be  handled  in  one-section  classes. 

We  are  especially  fortunate  in  Library  facilities  and  Supplemen- 
tary Beading  books.  Each  building  has  its  own  works  of  reference 
but  no  general  library.  The  Public  School  works,  however,  with 
the  Public  Library  of  the  borough,  the  efficiency  and  disposition  of 
the  latter  under  the  direction  of  the  Librarian,  Miss  Janet  Clarke, 
being  such  as  to  render  the  Library  a  most  important  factor  in  our 
schools.  Its  12,000  volumes  are  at  the  free  disposal  of  the  public 
school  children  of  proper  age,  and  a  separate  room  is  provided  for 
them.  The  use  made  of  the  library  by  the  schools  has  increased  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  time  of  one  assistant  librarian  is  devoted 
largely  to  collecting  materials  for  pupils  along  certain  lines  indi- 
cated by  the  teachers.  All  supplementary  reading  books  are  bought 
through  the  Library  in  sets  of  twenty-five  copies  each;  from  the 
Library  they  are  distributed  to  the  teachers  on  request  and  when 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers  the  sets  are  cared  for  in  the  Library. 
The  Supplementary  books  are  selected  and  arranged  with  great  care 
according  to  grades  and  subjects  and  number  3,000  volumes  and 
upward. 

The  classical  English  texts  for  class  work  and  home  reading  used 
in  connection  with  the  course  in  English  in  the  High  School  amount 
to  nearly  2,000  volumes.  These  books  are  bought  directly  by  the 
school  board  and  are  cared  for  in  the  High  School  by  the  head  of  the 
English  Department.  These  classics  also  are  bought  in  sets  of 
about  thirty  copies  each,  are  for  the  most  part  bound  in  cloth,  and 
illustrate  the  principal  English  and  American  writers  from  Chaucer 
to  Stevenson. 

An  additional  Laboratory  was  placed  at  the  service  of  the  High 
School  during  the  last  year;  the  chemical  laboratory  being  thereby 
suijplemented  by  one  for  experimental  Physics  and  Biology.  The 
cost  of  these  improvements  has  been  above  |2,000.  A  lively  interest 
in  Science  has  been  awakened  among  the  High  School  pupils  and 
every  means  is  being  used  to  cultivate  and  direct  it. 

The  matter  of  school  decoration  has  received  attention  recentlv. 
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111  addition  to  pictures  in  the  halls  and  school  rooms,  every  schoul 
buildiny;  has  one  or  more  of  the  best  plaster  reproductions  of  some 
celebrated  works  of  art.  The  High  School  has  added  this  year  large 
busts  of  Mozart  and  Shakespeare  and  about  seventy  feet  of  the 
Parthenon  Frieze.  The  latter  was  donated  by  the  Carnegie  Insti- 
tute of  Pittsburg.  Shakespeare's  Twelfth  Night  was  most  success- 
fully rendered  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Orilla  P.  Streator  of  the 
Public  Schools,  the  cast  being  taken  entirely  from  the  High  School 
students.  Bendix'  Comedy,  "Der  Dritte"  was  also  given,  in  Ger- 
man, at  a  Literary  Society  meeting. 

The  population  of  Washington  is  largely  descended  from  the  early 
Scotch-Irish  settlers  of  Virginia  with  mixtures  of  German  and  Eng- 
lish. The  people  are  as  a  class  intelligent  and  many  of  them  are 
cultured.  There  are  few  foreigners  of  Italian  or  Slavonic  origin  in 
the  borough. 

I  have  given  several  of  the  more  noticeable  features  of  the  school 
system  here  as  this  is  the  first  report  concerning  these  schools  as  of 
a  separate  district. 

I  add  the  following  statistics : 

Total  enrollment  for  the  year,  males  1,354,  females  1,497. 

Total  enrollment  2,851. 

Average  daily  attendance,  2,182. 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  for  year,  94. 

Number  of  grade  teachers,  57. 

Average  number  in  Grammar  Schools,  35. 

Average  number  in  Primary  Schools,  44. 

Total  enrollment  of  High  School,  males  97,  females  157. 

Total  enrollment  of  High  School,  254. 

Number  of  High  School  teachers,  9. 


WAYNESBORO— J.  H.  Reber. 


Our  schools  closed  May  28,  and  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  a 
year  so  uniformly  satisfactory  in  its  varied  phases  of  school  work. 

Our  new  school  building,  of  which  a  report  was  given  last  year, 
was  occupied  at  the  opening  of  the  term.  The  building,  with  its 
arrangements,  is  highly  commended  by  all  who  have  visited  it,  not 
only  by  citizens,  but  by  others  as  well.  During  the  summer  the 
grounds  will  be  graded  and  sodded  and  a  broad  cement  pavement 
placed  on  the  two  street  sides,  a  distance  of  five  hundred  feet.  All 
needed  repairs  to  school  property  will  be  made  before  the  opening 
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of  next  term.  Waynesboro  can  now  report  the  finest  school  build- 
ings in  the  Cumberland  Valley. 

Commencement  exercises  were  held  Wednesday  evening,  May  29, 
when  a  class  of  twenty  was  graduated — fifteen  young  ladies  and  five 
gentlemen.  Twelve  completed  the  commercial  and  eight  the  general 
course.  A  five  dollar  gold  piece  was  awarded  to  each  of  the  follow- 
ing: for  highest  standing  in  class,  to  Miss  Lynda  Strickler;  for  high- 
est in  commercial  course,  to  Mr.  Elmer  G.  Stoler  and  to  Misses  Jessie 
Bretzler  and  Hattie  Kolb  for  i>erfect  attendance,  the  former  being 
neither  tardy  nor  absent  for  a  continuous  period  of  eight  terms,  the 
latter  for  seven  terms.  The  exercises  were  varied  and  of  a  high 
order  and,  judging  from  the  attention  given  by  the  large  audience, 
we  believe  everybody  was  abundantly  pleased  and  that  there  is  a 
strong  growing  sentiment  in  our  favor. 

Many  of  our  young  men  and  women  pursue  advanced  studies  after 
completing  the  high  school  course,  and  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
those  who  desire  to  enter  college  we  have  introduced  a  college  pre- 
paratory course.  Our  courses  are  not  as  extended  as  those  of  some 
other  high  schools  having  a  four  years'  course,  but  we  have  empha- 
sized having  what  we  do  give  done  well  and  as  a  result,  our  pupils 
on  entering  other  schools  are  strong  in  the  work  done  with  us,  as 
well  as  strong  to  take  up  new  and  more  advanced  work.  When  both 
knowledge  and  power  are  sought  after  it  is  quality  and  not  quantity 
that  tells. 

(Our  teachers  have  been  earnest  and  wide  awake.  They  attended 
grade  and  bi-monthly  meetings  regularly  manifesting  much  interest 
in  the  discussions.  "The  Recitation,"  by  Hamilton  was  used  as  the 
basis  of  study  in  the  bi-monthly  meetings. 

March  14th  was  observed  as  Patrons'  Day  in  our  schools.  There 
was  a  large  attendance  of  visitors,  all  of  whom  showed  intense  inter- 
est and  gratification  with  every  feature  of  the  work.  Much  prepar- 
ed work  was  on  exhibition,  but  the  regular  program  of  the  day  was 
carried  out. 

We  feel  that  we  have  great  reason  for  encouragement  and  look 
forward  to  the  coming  year  with  much  pleasure,  believing  we  can 
make  it  the  most  successful  in  the  history  of  the  schools.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  the  local  press  we  have  been  able  to  reach  the  people, 
in  a  measure  at  least,  through  its  columns  and  to  influence  public 
sentiment  in  favor  of  good  schools,  high  grade  teachers,  and  high 
educational  ideals. 
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WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


As  a  result  of  the  stress  laid  on  the  teaching  of  English  last  year 
the  work  this  year  in  reading,  spelling,  and  composition  showed 
much  impi'ovemeut.  The  teachers  did  their  work  with  a  good  deal 
of  enthusiasm,  and  the  pupils  became  more  interested  in  these  sub- 
jects. It  is  certain  that  all  the  branches  of  study  will  be  much 
strengthened  in  consequence. 

Many  failures  in  recitation  are  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  an  ina- 
bility, on  the  side  of  the  pupils,  to  get  thought  from  the  printed 
page,  and  difficulty  in  expressing  what  has  been  learned.  When  the 
pupils  have  once  learned  to  read,  they  will  be  ready  to  learn  what 
they  read;  and  when  language  is  the  ready  means  by  which  they 
express  what  they  have  in  mind,  then  will  there  be  fewer  failures 
in  class,  and  greater  pleasure  in  school  for  both  teacher  and  pupils. 

Greatest  care  was  taken  in  the  teaching  of  history  and  geography. 
Beginning  with  the  myth  and  legend,  in  the  lowest  grades,  and  corre- 
lating the  story  with  language,  literature,  writing,  and  reading,  a 
good  form  of  interest  was  aroused  in  historical  biography.  When 
the  pupils  could  use  a  book  to  study,  biography  was  continued  as  a 
prominent  part  of  the  work.  It  is  not  until  the  sixth  grade  is 
reached  that  connected  historical  narrative  is  taught  and  studied. 
The  departmental  plan  in  teaching  history  in  the  upper  grades  is 
unusually  successful.  The  classes  rarely  lack  interest  and  much 
good  work  is  done. 

Nature  study  during  the  first  four  years  makes  a  good  working 
basis  for  geography  work,  so  that  pupils  are  familiar  with,  and  inter- 
ested in,  many  geographical  terms  and  natural  phenomena  before 
they  take  up  text  book  study.  The  pupils  learn  naturally  and  easily 
what  formerly  discouraged  them,  and  frequently  destroyed  all  desire 
to  know  anything  more  about  geography. 

The  annual  exhibit  from  the  manual  classes  was  visited  by  hund- 
reds of  interested  i^atrons  and  friends.  The  work  of  the  pupils  in 
pa]3er  folding,  weaving,  basketry,  drawing,  sewing,  and  woodwork 
caused  many  exclamations  of  surprise  and  pleasure  as  parents 
found  the  handiw^ork  of  the  children  so  much  better  than  they  had 
anticipated.  The  evident  aid  that  handwork  gives  to  the  other 
branches  of  study  causes  the  taxpayers  to  realize  its  utility,  and 
])rompts  them  to  stimulate  the  pupils  to  their  best  work  in  all  forms 
of  manual  training. 

In  several  of  the  states  medical  inspection  has  been  introduced 
18 
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into  the  schools.  Such  inspection  at  reasonable  intervals  is  surely 
in  the  interests  of  good  health  in  school  and  the  community.  There 
are  many  occasions  when  the  teacher  cannot  tell  what  is  best  for 
sick  pupils  and  the  other  children  in  the  school.  If  there  were  some 
authorized  physician  to  whom  all  cases  of  doubt  could  be  referred, 
without  cost  to  the  pupils,  it  would  add  much  to  the  sanitary  condi- 
tions in  the  school,  and  might  save  the  patrons  of  the  district  much 
expense  and  sickness. 

The  growth  of  the  high  school  has  been  steady.  A  gain  in  attend- 
ance from  fifty-two  eighteen  years  ago  to  two  hundred  fifty-four  last 
year  is  an  increase  that  is  remarkable,  when  it  is  known  that  the 
population  of  the  borough  has  grown,  in  that  time,  about  thirty  per 
cent.  The  people  in  the  district  are  now  taking  advantage  of  the 
privilege  offered  to  all,  for  the  education  of  their  children.  Few  of 
the  pupils  voluntarily  discontinue  school  before  graduation. 

The  graduates  from  the  high  school  are  found  in  all  lines  of  hon- 
orable business  and  in  all  the  professions;  the  more  recent  graduates 
are  enrolled,  in  large  numbers,  in  colleges  and  other  advanced 
schools.  In  this  community  it  is  impossible  to  find  a  high  school 
graduate  out  of  work. 

More  and  more,  the  high  school  is  finding  its  mission.  While,  in 
every  case,  it  is  giving  its  students  a  good  general  education,  it  is 
finding  means  by  which  they  are  well  prepared  to  enter  directly  into 
lines  of  work  for  which  prolonged  and  expensive  preparation  has 
been  necessary  heretofore.  The  poorest  family  in  the  community 
has  opportunity  to  fit  its  children  for  profitable  wage  earning  with- 
out expense. 

Recent  legislation  has  brought  the  boon  of  good  high  school  train- 
ing within  reach  of  all  in  districts  accessible  to  such  schools.  May 
the  day  soon  come  when  every  child  in  Pennsylvania  not  only  will 
have  free  tuition  in  a  good  high  school,  but  also  will  have  the  bur- 
den of  transportation  borne  by  the  district  from  which  the  pupil 
comes. 

The  new  high  school  building  is  the  fruition  of  a  suggestion  made 
by  the  borough  superintendent  more  than  twenty-five  years  ago. 
The  large  well-lighted,  comfortably  seated  rooms  afford  much  need- 
ed accommodations.  Many  visitors  from  cities  and  boroughs  com- 
mend the  school  board  for  providing  such  ample  and  fitting  school 
accommodations  for  the  youth  of  the  district.  Parents,  pupils,  and 
teachers  enjoy  fully  the  advantage  of  the  new  building. 

A  class  of  thirty-eight  was  graduated  in  June,  of  whom  sixteen 
are  boys.  Thirty-two  of  the  class  will  continue  their  education. 
The  success  of  former  graduates  who  have  gone  to  college  or  nor- 
mal school,  has  proved  a  great  stimulus  to  the  succeeding  classes. 
It  frequently  happens  that  boys,  with  little  financial  assistance, 
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plan  a  lull  college  career,  and  with  hard  work  and  clear  ^rit  sup- 
port theuiselvcs  and  complete  the  course. 

Though  the  borough  pays  better  salaries  both  in  the  grades  and 
in  the  high  school  than  other  places  outside  of  centres  of  large  popu- 
lation, many  of  our  best  teachers  leave  to  accept  positions  where 
salaries  are  higher.  This  year  we  have  a  large  number  of  new 
teachers;  and,  in  consequence,  the  chances  of  having  first  class  work 
done  by  all  are  not  so  good  as  if  all  our  best  teachers  could  have 
been  retained. 

While  the  loss  entailed  by  the  resignation  of  some  of  the  best 
teachers  is  great,  it  is  true,  however,  that  more  teachers  leave  us 
annually  than  would  be  the  case  if  less  care  were  used  in  their  selec- 
tion, and  they  were  relatively  less  competent.  It  is  more  diflScult 
to  retain  ambitious,  high  grade  teachers  than  others,  and  there  will 
always  be  some  of  this  better  class  who  find  it  possible  to  secure 
particularly  lucrative  and  otherwise  desirable  positions  elsewhere 
on  the  strength  of  their  reputations  here. 

The  school  year  Avas,  in  the  main,  successful.  There  was  a  mini- 
mum of  friction  between  teachers  and  pupils,  and  generally  a 
very  good  feeling  between  teachers  and  patrons  of  the  school.  The 
pupils  are  generally  earnest  and  studious;  the  teachers  were  inter- 
ested and  enthusiastic,  and  persistent  in  their  teaching;  and  the 
school  board  was  always  ready  to  take  such  forward  steps  as  were 
calculated  to  help  toward  the  efficiency  and  advancement  of  the 
schools. 


WILKES-BARRE— Jas.  M.  Goughlin. 


The  School  term  for  the  year  ending  June,  1907,  closed  June  21st. 
The  last  week  of  the  term  was  taken  exclusively  in  the  closing  exer- 
cises of  the  schools.  Thef>e  exercises  were  full  of  encouragement, 
beautiful  and  inspiring.  The  exhibit  of  school  work  displayed  at 
each  building,  containing  work  of  every  child,  was  excellent.  The 
work  done  in  drawing  is  quite  marvelous.  It  shows  accurate  obser- 
vation, artistic  feeling,  skill  in  execution,  good  judgment  in  arrange- 
ment, in  use  of  colors,  in  light  and  shade,  and  above  all  is  a  strong 
intimation  of  refinement  and  culture,  the  result  of  training  which 
has  left  a  lasting  impression  on  mind  and  character. 

The  composition  work,  reviews,  tests  in  spelling  and  writing  were 
equally  commendable  and  show  great  care  upon  the  part  of  the  pupils, 
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and  thoughtful  instructions,  persistent  effort  and  patience  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers. 

The  hand  work  of  the  kindergartens  and  of  the  first  and  second 
grades  of  the  primary  schools  was  an  unusually  fine  exhibit  and 
justifies  an  extension  of  this  work  of  a  more  advanced  character  to 
third  and  fourth  primary  grades. 

These  exhibits  were  visited  by  a  large  number  of  people  during 
the  week  and  were  everywhere  commended  and  greatly  appreciated. 

There  is  a  noticeable  advancement  in  the  study  of  English,  partic- 
ularly in  appreciation  and  interpretation  of  literature,  in  composi- 
tion work,  in  the  choice  of  words,  in  a  liking  for  the  subject  and  a 
desire  to  say  what  is  to  be  said  in  an  interesting  and  logical  way. 
This  is  due  to  the  prominence  given  to  language  in  ithe  course  of  stud}^, 
to  thoroughness  and  care  in  teaching,  in  patient,  persistent  effort 
of  the  instructors,  to  the  emphasis  placed  upon  declamation  in  the 
high  school  exercises  and  to  the  literary  and  oratorical  contests. 
The  literary  societies  of  the  high  school  have assistedgreatly  through 
their  discussion  and  debates,  thus  cultivating  the  power  of  ready 
speech  and  working  into  actuals  their  ideals  of  elegance  in  language 
and  oratory. 

The  attendance  at  school  was  excellent  during  the  entire  j^ear, 
the  average  being  93  3-10  per  cent.  It  is  usual  in  industrial  centers 
to  have  many  more  girls  than  boys  in  the  schools.  The  number  is 
nearly  equal  in  this  city.  The  enrollment  for  the  year  shows  4,951 
boys  and  4,911  girls. 

The  attendance  in  the  high  school  also  shows  an  increase  in  the 
ratio  of  boys  to  girls.  In  an  enrollment  of  1,018  there  are  only  78 
more  girls  than  boys. 

It  is  especially  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  the  classes  in  the 
high  school  as  well  as  all  grades  below  the  high  school  as  having 
made  a  very  high  grading  in  their  examination  and  final  reports. 

CiTever  before  in  the  history  of  our  schools  have  so  many  pupils 
made  the  grade  in  their  studies  designated  "excellent."  Of  the 
pupils  in  the  last  three  years  of  the  high  school  course,  510  in  num- 
ber, 394  were  passed  without  condition,  and  32  boys  and  22  girls 
passed  on  one  condition. 

The  graduating  class  of  the  high  school  completed  its  year's  work 
with  more  than  its  usual  credit.  Four  public  exercises  constituted 
the  program  of  commencement  week.  The  gold  medal  contest,  class 
day,  commencement  on  Thursday  evening  and  conferring  certificates 
of  advancement  to  all  classes  on  Friday  morning. 

The  graduating  class  this  year  numbered  154.  College  Prepara- 
tory 19  boys  and  15  girls;  Latin  Scientific  and  Normal  course,  15 
girls;  English  Scientific,  12  girls;  Literary  course  3  girls;  Boys'  Math- 
ematical Course,  21  boys;  Business  and  Professional  course,  7  boys 
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aud  8  girls;   (Jomiuci'cial  (-ourso,   7  boys  and  L'i  yirls;  Shoilliand 
course,  supplementing  the  Commercial  course,  1  boy  and  22  girls. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  city  high  school  in  1800,  1,787  stu- 
dents have  completed  the  course  of  study  and  graduated.  Of  this 
large  number  of  persons  not  one,  so  far  as  I  know,  has  brought  any 
discredit  upon  himself  or  the  institution  graduating  him.  They 
are  numbered  in  every  department  of  professional  and  industrial 
life  and  everywhere  are  recognized  as  industrious,  self-supporting 
and  honorable  citizens. 

A  subject  of  great  interest  to  pupils  and  parents  was  the  promo- 
tion of  the  Grammar  A  classes  to  the  first  high  school  year.  This 
was  done  from  the  nine  complete  grammar  schools  of  the  city. 
Addresses  were  made  by  prominent  citizens  and  members  of  the 
School  Board  at  each  meeting.  Three  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
pupils  were  advanced  to  the  first  high  school  year. 

The  Supervisor  of  Music  reports  the  work  of  his  department  in 
very  satisfactory  condition.  He  is  ably  supported  by  the  teachers 
in  the  grades  and  the  results  reached  in  sight  reading,  voice  control 
and  in  sweetness  of  tone  are  very  pleasing. 

Physical  Culture  is  not  under  special  supervision,  but  great  care 
is  exercised  by  most  of  our  teachers  as  to  position  in  the  school 
room,  in  work  and  study;  and  at  regular  intervals  each  day  graded 
exercises  in  physical  culture  are  given. 

The  improvements  made  in  school  property  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  were  substantial  and  permanent.  An  elegant  three-story 
brick  building  took  the  place  of  the  old  building  on  Courtright 
Avenue.  This  building  contains  fourteen  light  and  airy  rooms, 
including  a  large  assembly  room  seated  for  one  hundred  pupils  and 
will  accommodate  an  audience  of  300  people,  is  neatly  equipped, 
heated  and  ventilated  by  the  most  approved  methods.  The  site  was 
also  enlarged,  is  well  selected  for  school  purposes  and  gives  the 
building  a  very  imposing  appearance. 

Four  new  rooms  were  added  to  the  Meade  street  building  and 
four  to  the  Conyngham  building.  These  additions  were  made  in 
such  a  way  as  to  add  to  the  appearance  of  the  old  buildings  exter- 
nally, and  to  the  convenience  of  the  rooms  within.  The  attic  of  the 
Meade  street  building  was  finished  for  an  audience  room  for  public 
exercises,  and  the  attic  of  the  Parrish  street  building  was  fitted  with 
skylights  and  extra  heating  facilities  so  that  two  additional  schools 
could  be  accommodated  there.  These  improvements  were  much 
needed,  in  fact  so  long  delayed,  that  every  additional  room  was 
immediately  filled  on  the  opening  of  the  schools  except  one  at  the 
Meade  street  building. 

The  value  of  the  school  property  has  been  increased  by  these 
improvements  upwards  of  |100,000.00. 
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The  increase  in  I  lie  niimber  of  pupils  each  year,  and  the  growing 
demand  of  the  public  on  the  school  system,  to  enlarge  its  purposes 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  modern  social  and  industrial  life,  make 
it  necessary,  almost  imperative,  that  additional  improvements  be 
immediately  undertaken.  A  site  has  already  been  purchased  in 
Firwood,  the  procuring  of  a  site  in  North  Wilkes-Barre  is  under  con- 
sideration, and  a  site  for  a  new  high  school  building  is  now  fairly 
under  way.  These  improvements  are  needed  now,  and  must  there- 
fore be  considered  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  erection  of  a  high  school  building  for  the  Academic  classes 
should  receive  earliest  attention  from  the  Board.  The  present  high 
school  building  will  not  care  for  the  incoming  classes  conveniently, 
this  applies  onlj^  to  the  second,  third  and  fourth  year  divisions  of  the 
High  school  classes.  The  first  year  high  school  classes  are  crowding 
the  principal  grammar  schools  and  in  a  short  time  each  of  these 
buildings  will  crowd  out  the  first  year  high  school  classes  from  pres- 
sure of  under  classes. 

The  work  of  the  Manual  Training  course,  is  recognized  by  the 
school  authorities  as  well  as  by  the  community  at  large  as  one  of  the 
most  useful  courses  of  the  high  school.  This  course  should  be 
extended  making  of  it  a  complete  school  of  mechanics  arts,  and  the 
old  high  school  building  should  be  changed  to  as  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  such  a  school. 

While  waiting  for  these  advance  steps  in  our  system  the  schools 
are  being  conducted  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  the  methods  of 
instruction  and  training  into  close  touch  with  life.  The  kindergar- 
tens are  doing  this,  and  kindergarten  work  is  being  extended  into 
the  primary  grades.  This  is  done  mainly  through  the  drawing 
course  in  its  correlated  work  and  in  the  general  plan  of  teaching 
through  the  study  of  things  instead  of  mere  symbols. 


WILKINSBURG— James  L.  Allison. 


The  work  of  the  year  closed  on  May  28  and  was  followed  by  a 
picnic  on  May  29,  which  proved  a  pleasant  period  of  relaxation  after 
a  term  of  strenuous  work. 

The  general  results  of  the  work  during  the  past  year  have  been 
gratifying  in  almost  every  line  of  school  work.  There  are  some 
phases  of  the  work  that  show  where  improvement  can  be  made  and 
all  the  forces  of  the  school  have  been  turned  toward  improvement 
in  those  lines  where  inefficieucj'  is  shown. 


No.  5.  WIL.KINSBURG.  «B5 

Tho  crowded  coiiditioii  of  soiiio  of  om-  d(*j)artnu'nts  has  canst'd 
some  inconvenience  as  some  of  the  schools  were  accommodated  in 
offices  and  lialls  that  were  fitted  to  the  best  possible  advantage. 
The  School  lioard  is  active  in  providing  remedies  for  such  things.  A 
new  fourteen-roomed  building  is  nearing  completion  and,  when 
finished,  will  ])r()vide  ample  accommodations  for  all  the  schools. 

The  individual  plan  of  instruction  has  been  continued  in  the 
Grammar  school  department  and  it  is  still  meeting  with  the  approval 
of  teachers  and  pupils.  The  work  has  proven  advantageous  where- 
ever  it  has  been  used. 

There  was  a  class  of  twenty-four  graduated  from  the  High  School 
on  May  28.  This  is  the  first  class  to  graduate  in  the  course  of  ''Four 
Years."  The  members  of  the  class  were  well  prepared  for  gradua- 
tion and  the  majority  of  them  have  been  received  by  various  col- 
leges and  universities  where  they  will  complete  their  training. 

Two  new  plans  were  successfully  carried  out  in  our  High  School 
this  year.  One  is  that  the  pupils  assemble  for  their  work  at  eight 
thirty  o'clock  each  morning  and  recite  until  eleven  forty,  when  one 
hour  and  twenty  minutes  time  is  taken  for  luncheon.  The  pupils 
then  assemble  for  two  hours  of  study  under  the  direction  of  the 
teachers.  This  insures  two  hours  of  study  and  gives  the  teacher 
an  opportunity  to  direct  it.  The  two  hours  spent  in  study  in  the 
school  is  only  a  part  of  the  time  spent  iu  study  by  most  of  the  pupils 
as  they  do  much  more  studying  at  their  own  homes.  The  two  hours 
are  devoted  to  such  studies  as  are  assigned  for  that  time  and  the 
other  studies  are  prepared  as  formerly — at  pupil's  discretion.  The 
plan  has  been  a  success. 

The  other  plan  is  to  have  the  faculty  of  the  High  School  conduct 
the  examinations  for  promotion  from  the  Grades  to  the  High  School. 
While  this  came  suddenly  upon  the  Grade  pupils,  the  plan  having 
been  devised  shortly  before  the  end  of  the  term,  it  seems  that  it 
will  work  out  well  and  result  in  good  for  both  departments  of  the 
school  system. 

lAt  the  meeting  of  the  School  Board  in  April,  it  was  decided  to 
add  a  Business  Course  to  the  High  School.  Preparations  are  being 
made  to  carry  this  into  effect  next  year.  Such  a  course  will  do  much 
for  pupils  who  must  prepare  to  earn  their  own  living  just  as  soon 
as  possible.  The  demand  for  young  people,  who  are  proficient  in 
such  lines  as  this  course  will  give,  is  great  and  if  the  young  people 
do  not  find  an  opportunity  to  fit  themselves  in  a  Business  Course  in 
the  public  schools  they  will  leave  and  go  to  private  schools.  It  is 
not  contemplated  to  fit  pupils  only  in  the  business  work  but  to  give 
them  all  that  is  possible  in  other  lines  of  the  work  done  in  the  High 
School.  It  is  the  idea  of  the  Board  to  so  arrange  the  work  that 
should  a  pupil,  from  necessity,  be  compelled  to  go  to  work  that  he 
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may  receive  a  certificate  from  the  school  stating  his  eflficieuey  but 
not  to  graduate  students  until  they  have  completed,  at  least,  three 
years  of  High  School  work.     This  has  not  been  fixed  definitely. 

The  work  of  the  year  has  been  one  of  pleasure.  The  Board  has 
co-operated  with  the  teachers  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  of  the  great- 
est help  possible.  The  Principals  and  teachers  have  all  done  their 
utmost  to  carry  out  the  plans  of  the  Board  and  the  work  has  thus 
been  made  efficient.  With  the  increased  facilities  for  efficient  work, 
I  believe  that  the  prospects  for  the  next  year's  work  are  bright.  I 
believe  that  the  entire  school  system  of  this  town  will  advance 
more  rapidly  in  the  next  year  than  it  has  done  in  the  year  just 
closed,  and  that  all,  working  in  harmony,  can  do  more  efficient  work 
in  the  year  just  begun. 


WILLIAMSPORT— Chas.  Lose. 


The  system  of  marking,  testing,  and  examining  used  at  present  in 
our  schools  and  the  consequent  promoting  and  classifying  of  pupils 
has  been  in  force  for  half  dozen  years  and  has  proved  generally  sat- 
isfactory. 

For  a  teacher  to  be  able  to  group  the  pupils  of  her  class  as  excel- 
lent, good,  medium,  doubtful,  or  poor  she  must  study  each  individual 
pupil's  work  in  the  most  thorough  manner  and  in  the  way  it  should 
be  studied,  while  at  the  same  time  she  is  not  forced  to  keep  such 
a  daily  record  of  recitations  as  is  necessary  to  figure  up  at  the  end 
of  the  month  that  one  child  should  have  a  mark  of  82,  for  example, 
and  another  a  mark  of  83.  The  initial  letters  of  the  words  when 
placed  on  the  report  cards  are  also  more  significant  to  the  child  and 
his  parents  than  numbers  are.  This  is  particularly  true  since  the 
marking  of  the  different  teachers  is  so  much  more  nearly  uniform. 
"G"  or  "good"  in  arithmetic  is  a  mark  that  all  children  and  parents 
can  understand  and  it  means  nearly  the  same  thing  in  all  schools,  but 
75  in  arithmetic  may  mean  good  with  one  teacher  and  medium  with 
another  and  to  the  child  it  may  mean  little  or  nothing. 

To  secure  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  written  tests  held  every 
four  or  five  weeks  in  all  of  the  most  important  subjects  of  the  curri- 
culum, each  test  must  be  prepared  with  great  care,  be  made  to  cover 
something  more  than  the  work  gone  over  since  the  last  one  in  that 
study,  and  be  given  at  the  proper  time.  If  tests  are  to  have  the 
disciplinary  value  of  final  examinations  the  questions  must  be 
framed  to  test  ability  as  well  as  knowledge.  Tests  covering  the 
work  of  several  months  and  even  the  work  of  the  previous  year 
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must  be  siibinitlcd  fi(Mj[ii('iilly.  A  mmibcr  of  sucli  tests  are  now 
sent  out  from  the  Superintemient's  oHice  eaeli  year.  lu  tliese 
seliools  made  up  of  several  grades  where  for  the  sake  of  eouveuienee, 
there  is  a  tendency  to  test  all  grades  at  the  same  time  the  value  of 
the  work  is  decreased.  The  test  should  always  be  given  after  the 
pupils  have  completed  some  large  topic  and  this  cannot  easily  be 
done  where  five  or  six  classes  are  tested  at  the  same  time  in  different 
subjects.  On  the  whole,  however,  the  plan  of  frequent  w^ritten 
tests,  occupying  about  the  time  of  an  ordinary  recitation,  graded  in 
percentages,  and  used  as  a  check  on  the  teacher's  group  mark  is, 
probably,  as  satisfactory  a  solution  of  this  difficult  problem  as  can 
be  found. 

A  table,  showing  the  number  of  pupils  in  each  study  classed  as 
doubtful  by  their  teachers  and  required  to  take  final  examinations, 
prepared  at  the  close  of  each  school  year  and  printed  in  the  District 
Report.  While  this  table  for  last  year  shows  that  in  the  Elementary 
schools  the  largest  number  of  pupils  examined  in  any  one  subject 
is  less  than  20  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  taking  that  subject  and  that 
in  the  High  School  and  Commercial  Department  in  only  a  few 
branches  are  a  large  number  of  pupils  examined  yet  there  can  be  no 
doubt  we  are  still  examining  too  many  children.  It  is  likely  that  in 
many  cases  the  teacher  examines  pupils  that  do  not  belong  to  the 
doubtful  group  at  all;  they  are  examined  only  because  the  teacher 
is  unwilling  to  be  held  responsible  for  their  promotion  or  non-pro- 
motion. No  teacher  should  be  in  doubt  about  a  pupil  who  has  gone 
90  per  cent,  of  the  term  and  yet  many  of  the  pupils  examined  belong 
to  this  class.  Where  all  pupils  are  required  to  take  final  examina- 
tions the  examinations  may  be  made  to  influence  the  teaching,  but 
w^here  only  four  or  five  pupils  out  of  the  school  take  the  examination 
and  the  others  are  dismissed  the  examination  has  little  or  no  in- 
fluence on  the  work  of  the  school  and  should  not  be  permitted  to 
waste  time  unnecessarily.  It  is  probable  that  all  final  examinations 
below  the  grammar  grades  could  be  abandoned  w^ithout  any  serious 
loss  and  with  a  considerable  saving  of  time  for  teaching. 

The  table  of  promotions  prepared  at  the  close  of  the  year  shows 
that  in  the  Elementary  grades  80  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  enrolled 
during  the  last  month  were  promoted  while  in  the  High  School  and 
Commercial  Department  89  per  cent,  were  promoted.  The  number 
of  pupils  not  promoted  plus  the  number  who  quit  school  before  -the 
close  of  the  term  was  about  30  per  cent,  of  the  total  term  enroll- 
ment of  the  schools.  The  statistics  of  promotions  do  not  vary 
much  from  year  to  year  and  improvements  to  be  made  in  this  direc- 
tion must  be  made  in  three  v\'ays;  holiday  promotions  to  the  next 
grade  of  from  5  to  10  per  cent,  of  the  pupils,  frequent  promotions 
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during  the  term  to  the  next  grade,  or  division,  of  pupils  who  have 
forged  ahead,  and  especial  attention  to  all  pupils  whose  work  is  not 
up  to  grade  i"  order  tnat  thoj  may  not  fail  to  be  promoted.  At 
present  not  more  than  2  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  are  promoted  at  the 
holidays.  The  percentage  of  pupils  promoted  during  the  term  is 
l9.rger  and  is  gradually  increasing  while  the  pupil  who  for  some 
reason  or  another  is  behind  his  grade  is  now  receiving  much  individ- 
ual instruction  and  help,  particularly  in  the  primary  grades.  There 
will  never  come  a  time  when  all  pupils  can  be  promoted  or  all 
schools  be  perfectly  graded,  but  it  is  possible  to  reduce  the  number 
of  left-overs  to  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  total  and  to  give  the 
pupil  who  is  above  the  average  and  the  pupil  who  is  below  the  aver- 
age nearly  what  each  is  able  to  do.  It  must  be  done  by  a  system 
of  easy  promotions  for  the  quick  pupils  and  of  individual  instruction 
for  the  slow  pupils. 

As  our  schools  are  now  arranged,  each  grade  below  the  High 
School  is  divided  into  two  or  more  classes  in  which  the  pupils  are 
groufjed  according  to  their  standing,  making  in  all  about  22  steps 
in  the  Elementary  grades.  In  the  High  School  the  pupils  are  pro- 
moted by  subjects  and  graduated  after  making  a  certain  number  of 
required  points  in  each  of  several  departments  of  study.  In  this 
school  as  well  as  in  the  Elementary  schools  the  pupils  are  divided 
more  or  less  according  to  their  standing  with  somewhat  different 
requirements  for  different  divisions. 

Theoretically  this  plan  of  gradation  is  as  nearly  perfect  as  can  be 
devised.  It  makes  a  large  number  of  steps  in  the  Elementary 
grades  so  that  a  pupil  may  be  easily  promoted  at  any  time  it  seems 
best  to  promote  him;  it  encourages  the  forming  of  small  classes, 
resulting  in  more  individual  instruction  and  better  teaching;  it  per- 
mits such  close  gradation  that  the  quick  child  may  work  up  to  and 
the  slow  child  not  beyond  his  ability,  thus  inciting  all  classes  of 
children  to  do  their  best;  it  gives  the  teacher  a  better  daily  pro- 
gramme and  a  greater  variety  of  work;  it  allows  a  better  disposi- 
tion of  the  class  at  the  recitation  bench  and  the  board;  and  it  saves 
time  for  both  teacher  and  pupil. 

In  practice,  however,  the  plan  meets  with  some  difficulties.  It 
requires  the  best  management  to  keep  two  or  three  groups  well 
employed  while  the  third  or  fourth  group  is  reciting;  it  compels  the 
teacher  to  prepare  daily  for  a  large  number  of  recitations;  and  when 
carried  out  unskillfully,  it  may  result  in  reproach  and  discomfort  for 
the  slow  pupil.  But  when  the  two  sides  of  the  account  are  reck- 
oned up  the  balance  is  so  greatl}'  in  favor  of  the  smaller  well  graded 
group  and  the  larger  number  of  classes  that  the  interests  of  all 
pupils  would  appear  to  demand  its  use. 
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YORK— A.  Wanner. 


Two  brick  buildings  were  in  course  of  erection  during  the  year. 
They  will  be  occupied  when  the  schools  opens  next  September.  The 
one  structure,  containing  six  rooms,  is  only  half  of  the  building  as 
designed;  the  other  part  will  be  added  in  the  near  future.  The 
other,  containing  twelve  rooms,  will  be  finished  in  August.  Both 
are  complete  in  all  details,  embodying  the  best  features  of  modern 
school  architecture. 

No  phase  of  school  work  was  specially  accentuated  during  the 
year,  but  attention  was  given  to  process  and  product  in  all  the  stud- 
ies. The  purpose  was  to  secure  well  balanced  general  results  and 
to  develop  method  and  power  in  the  pupils;  to  educate  in  its  proper 
sense.  The  constant  tendency  to  increase  the  curriculum  and  the 
multiplication  of  text  books  and  books  of  reference,  require  that 
teachers  shall  continually  guard  against  substituting  mere  telling 
for  teaching. 

The  success  attending  the  introduction  of  limited  manual  training 
in  one  school  near  the  close  of  the  year,  justifies  brief  notice  in  this 
report.  A  number  of  boys  were  selected  to  whom  school  work  as 
pursued  in  the  different  grades  did  not  appeal.  They  were  indiffer- 
ent and  often  irregular  in  attendance.  Some  were  confirmed 
truants.  They  ranged  in  age  from  ton  to  fifteen  years,  and  in  grade 
from  the  second  to  the  fifth.  Many  were  three  or  four  years  older 
than  the  average  age  of  the  grades  to  which  they  belonged.  A 
difference  not  due  to  want  of  capacity;  for  as  a  class  they  were  boys 
who  could  "do  things.-'  They  were  simply  not  in  touch  with  school. 
Tweny-five  of  these  boys  were  placed  under  the  charge  of  a  thoroughly 
competent  lady  teacher  with  an  assistant.  In  this  school,  under  the 
direction  of  the  supervisor  of  drawing  at  least  one  hour  each  day 
was  devoted  to  manual  training.  Knife  work  in  wood,  basketry  and 
some  constructive  work  in  bent  iron  furnished  abundant  variety. 
The  mixed  grade  of  the  school,  the  different  ages  of  the  pupils  and 
the  basis  on  which  they  had  been  selected  account  for  the  character 
of  the  work  undertaken.  It  would  have  been  too  much  under  nor- 
mal conditions.  From  the  very  beginning  the  school  was  a  success. 
The  boys  wanted  to  go  there  and  in  several  instances  made  not  a 
little  self  denial  in  order  to  attend  every  day.  Others  applied  for 
admission.  They  had  heard  from  pupils  what  was  being  done  in 
that  school.  A  waiting  list  was  kept  on  file  from  which  a  few  addi- 
iional  pupils  were  selected  later.     In  the  common  school  branches 
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progress  was  generally  rapid  and  very  satisfactory.  Tlie  instruc- 
tion given  was  largely  individual,  each  one  being  permitted  and 
encouraged  to  advance  in  accordance  with  the  character  of  his  work. 


*CAKBONDALE— Elmer  E.  Garr. 


The  following  is  the  report  for  the  school  j'ear  ending  June,  1907: 

Enrollment. 

Day  School:   Male,  1,437;  female,  1,490;  total  attendance,  2,936. 

Night  School:   Male,  213;  female,  20;  total  attendance,  233. 

Total  enrollment  for  year,  3,169. 

Average  attendance:  Male,  1,101;  female,  1,178;  total  average, 
2,279. 

The  number  of  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school  June  14, 
1907,  25..  The  average  percentage  of  attendance,  91.  The  number  of 
pupils  promoted  during  and  at  the  close  of  the  school  term,  2,140. 
This  is  the  highest  per  centage  of  promotions  yet  attained  in  the  city 
schools. 

The  annual  commencement  address  was  delivered  by  Hon.  Harry 
M.  Edwards,  City  Institute. 

The  city  teachers'  institute  was  held  December  31  to  January  4. 
The  following  instructors  were  employed:  Superintendent  Preston 
W.  Search  and  Prof.  George  Sowden. 

The  work  throughout  the  year  was  marked  by  steady  progress, 
otherwise  we  have  nothing  of  unusual  interest  to  report. 

♦Report  not  received  in  time  to  appear  in  its  proper  place. 
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Reports   of   Principals 

OP 

State  Normal  Schools, 


FIRST  DISTRTCT— WEST  CHESTER. 


Geo.  Morris  Philips,  Principal, 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  continued  success.  The  total 
enrollment  of  students  in  the  normal  department  has  been  788  and 
in  the  model  school  2i0.  We  continue  to  be  greatly  hampered  for 
want  of  room.  Many  students  have  been  kept  away  from  the  school 
for  lack  of  dormitory  accommodations,  and  many  others  have  been 
obliged  to  board  with  private  families. 

Our  graduating  class  numbered  185.  Their  average  age  was  20.5 
years  and  their  average  attendance  somewhat  more  than  110  weeks. 
28  of  them  were  experienced  teachers.  96  were  high  school  grad- 
uates, 44  having  graduated  from  high  schools  with  four  years' 
courses,  32  from  high  schools  with  three  years'  courses  and  5  from 
high  schools  with  two  years'  courses.  32  others  had  attended  high 
schools  from  one  to  three  years,  and  one  was  a  college  graduate. 
All  but  four  of  these  graduates  expect  to  teach  next  year,  and  these 
four  will  pursue  advanced  courses  of  study  at  college  or  elsewhere. 

Our  new  laundry  and  boiler  plant  has  been  in  use  during  the  past 
year  and  its  service  has  been  very  satisfactory.  As  soon  as  possible 
our  trustees  are  hoping  to  build  a  large  addition  to  our  main  build- 
ing so  as  to  increase  the  size  of  our  dining  room  and  give  us  ade- 
quate kitchen,  pantry  and  storehouse  facilities  as  well  as  suitable 
quarters  for  our  employes;  and  also  to  build  a  separate  dormitory 
for  boys,  thus  giving  all  of  the  dormitory  accommodations  in  our 
present  main  building  to  girls,  for  whose  accommodation  there  is 
great  need  of  additional  room. 

The  family  of  the  late  J.  Preston  Thomas,  for  many  years  one  of 
our  active  and  efficient  trustees,  have  presented  to  the  school  a  large 
and  complete  collection  of  animals'  horns,  gathered  by  Mr.  Thomas 
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from  all  parts  of  the  world,  aud  also  a  most  extensive  collection  of 
stone  Indian  relics,  including  many  thousand  specimens.  These  two 
important  collections  have  been  adequately  displayed  in  the  museum 
which  occupiers  a  part  of  the  second  story  of  our  new  library  build- 
ing. 

Among  our  graduates  this  year  were  three  young  men  from  the 
Philippine  Islands,  who  with  two  others  have  just  finished  a  three 
years'  course  at  the  school.  These  young  men  were  wards  of  the 
government,  and  have  now  relurned  to  the  Philipx)ines  to  teach  in 
government  schools.  They  maintained  excellent  records  here  as 
men  aud  as  students,  and  will  give  a  good  account  of  themselves 
among  their  own  people. 

The  prospects  of  a  prosperous  and  successful  year  were  never 
brighter  than  those  for  1907-08. 


SECOND  DISTKICT— MILLERSVILLE. 


Eliphalet  Oram  Lyte,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  io  forward  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion the  report  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  State  Normal  School  for 
the  fifty-third  year  of  its  existence  as  a  normal  school. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  fall  term  was  743,  for  the  winter  term 
766,  and  for  the  spring  term  912.  The  total  number  of  graduates 
receiving  the  first  diploma  in  the  Regular  course  was  108.  Nine 
were  graduated  in  the  first  year  of  the  Supplementary  course  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Pedagogics,  and  three  in  the  second  year 
of  this  course  with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Pedagogics.  All  of  the 
students  who  were  graduated  in  the  Regular  course  taught  in  the 
model  school  during  the  entire  Senior  year.  The  Seniors  spent  two 
periods  a  day  in  the  model  school,  one  period  in  actual  practice 
teaching,  and  the  other  in  discussing  the  principles  and  methods  of 
teaching.  Measured  from  that  falsest  of  standards — the  number 
in  attendance — the  past  year  of  this  institution  was  highly  success- 
ful. In  the  amount  and  character  of  the  work  legitimately  belong- 
ing to  a  normal  school,  the  work  of  preparing  teachers,  we  believe 
that  the  past  year  was  still  more  successful. 

Two  years  ago  the  trustees  of  the  school  made  some  radical 
changes  in  the  method  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  school,  one 
of  the  most  important  of  these  changes  being  the  employment  of  a 
business  manager,  one  of  whose  special  duties  is  to  see  to  the  pur- 
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cliasiiii;'  of  aiticles  foi-  all  (lepartiiieuts  of  the  school.  The  success 
of  our  business  depaitment  since  the  introduction  of  a  business  nian- 
ager  confirms  the  wisdom  of  the  change  made. 

We  are  endeavoring  to  remodel  our  buildings,  refurnish  them, 
etc.  Buildings  for  new  toilet  accommodations  have  been  erected  in 
connection  with  the  ladies'  building  and  also  the  gentlemen's  build- 
ing. Water  closets  and  bath  rooms  that  are  sanitary  in  every  way 
have  been  put  in  these  buildings.  Twelve  years  ago  our  buildings 
were  wired  for  electricity,  but  we  have  never  put  in  electricity,  and 
it  is  found  now  that  so  much  progress  has  been  made  in  electric 
wiring  that  the  wiring  done  twelve  years  ago,  although  excellently 
done  and  approved  by  the  Underwriters'  Association,  would  be  con- 
demned today.  We  are  rewiring  our  building  and  will  put  in  electric 
light  in  a  short  time.  When  our  administration  building  was  erect- 
ed in  1874-75,  it  was  not  thought  our  school  would  grow  to  its  pres- 
ent size,  and  an  adequate  front  entrance  was  not  provided.  Within 
the  last  year  two  large  and  convenient  iron  stairways  were  erected, 
so  that  the  chapel  floor  can  be  reached  from  the  outside.  Large  ves- 
tibules were  placed  on  each  side  of  the  Principal's  office,  and  ade- 
quate and  convenient  front  entrances  were  thus  provided.  Our 
grounds  are  large,  our  buildings  are  somewhat  scattered,  conse- 
quently we  need  walks.  Our  trustees  are  rapidly  replacing  the 
wooden  walks,  put  down  many  years  ago,  with  flag  stones. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  our  Alumni  Association  continues 
to  have  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  this  institution.  As  a 
striking  eA'idence  of  this  fact  our  chapel  is  ornamented  with  fourteen 
handsome  and  appropriate  stained  glass  windows,  presented  to  the 
school  by  the  different  graduating  classes.  The  members  of  the 
Alumni  in  other  ways  show  their  confidence  and  interest  in  this  insti- 
tution. 

A  normal  school  is  not  a  high  school.  As  at  present  conducted, 
some  normal  schools  are  obstacles  in  the  way  of  establishing  high 
schools,  because  they  themselves  attempt  to  do  the  work  of  second 
or  third  grade  high  schools,  and  thus  prevent  the  establishment  of 
high  schools.  We  believe  fully  that  Pennsylvania  normal  schools 
should  not  receive  in  any  department  except  the  model  school,  any 
students  who  do  not  intend  to  become  teachers.  Business  courses, 
musical  courses,  college  preparatory  courses,  general  academic 
courses,  are  all  out  of  place  in  a  normal  school  supported  in  part  by 
the  State.  More  attention  must  be  given  by  the  normal  schools 
to  the  real  work  of  training  teachers.  Some  progress  has  been  made 
through  the  agency  of  normal  schools  in  promulgating  the  idea  that 
teaching  is  something  that  can  be  learned,  but  if  the  thirteen  normal 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  had  done  real  normal  school  work  during 
their  entire  existence,  it  would  require  no  argument  to  convince  any 
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intelligent  person  in  tlie  Commonwealth  that  teaching  is  really  a 
profession,  and  that  one  without  special  preparation  has  no  more 
right  to  teach  than  to  practice  medicine.  Of  conrse  it  is  well  known 
that  work  in  methods  is  much  more  difficult  than  academic  work. 
It  is  much  easier  to  find  a  teacher  who  can  teach  pupils  to  solve  a 
problem  than  to  find  one  Avho  can  teach  them  how  to  teach  others 
to  solve  a  problena,  that  some  of  the  most  prominent  of  our  normal 
school  men  claim  that  most  of  a  teacher's  preparation  lies  in  the 
mastery  of  the  subjects  themselves.  I  can  only  recommend  what 
I  have  recommended  before:  that  the  normal  schools  of  Pennsylva- 
nia should  accept  only  such  students  as  are  preparing  to  teaeli,  and 
that  a  limit  be  placed  on  the  amount  of  State  Appropriation  to 
students  that  any  one  normal  school  can  draw.  A  model  school  is 
an  absolute  necessity  in  any  proper  normal  school.  This  model 
school  cannot  well  be  a  school  controlled  by  any  other  authority 
than  the  normal  school  itself.  In  the  model  school  the  graduates 
should  have  abundant  opportunity  to  practice.  One  can  learn  to 
skate  by  looking  at  other  persons  skating  about  as  well  as  he  can 
learn  to  teach  by  looking  at  other  persons  teaching. 

I  might  add  also,  that,  in  spite  of  the  faults  that  can  be  found  with 
the  normal  schools,  they  have  done  and  are  doing  a  great  work  for 
the  cause  of  higher  as  well  as  elementary  education.  Before  legis- 
lation provided  for  high  schools,  the  normal  schools  took  the  place 
of  high  schools  in  many  parts  of  our  State.  We  still  have  the  hope 
that  all  normal  schools  will  learn  that  their  work  as  high  schools 
should  cease,  and  that  in  the  forward  step  that  it  is  hoped  they  will 
make,  they  will  still  be  the  leaders  in  public  school  education 
throughQut  the  State. 


THIRD  DISTRICT— KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  Rothermel,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1906-07  was  a  very  satisfactory  one.  The 
Senior  Class  numbered  122;  6  graduates  under  the  old  course  receiv- 
ed the  new  diploma,  and  two  were  graduated  in  the  first  year  of  the 
Supplementary  Course. 

The  attendance  of  the  school  was  the  largest  in  its  history,  and 
we  could  not  accommodate  all  the  students  in  the  buildings.  The 
espirit  de  corps  of  the  students  was  splendid.     The  school  never  had 
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a  finer,  and  more  proniisinj;  student  body.  They  worked  hard,  and 
good  results  were  obtained. 

It  has  been  the  constant  aim  of  the  school  to  give  the  student 
thorough  training  not  only  in  intellectual  freedom,  but  also  in  moral 
freedom — to  develop  in  the  student  through  rational  external 
resitraint,  the  power  of  self-restraint  and  self-control — to  teach  him 
to  exercise  ultimately  his  sovereign  i)rivilege  as  an  individual — that 
of  independent  choice,  and  to  particularly  follow  his  highest  aim. 
The  results  in  this  particular  were  most  gratifying. 

Believing  that  the  jmrpose  of  a  normal  school  is  to  teach  its 
pupils  the  use  of  books  as  tools,  and  considering  that  a  quarto  dic- 
tionary of  the  mother  tongue  is  to  the  literary  worker  w'hat  the 
hammer  is  to  the  mechanic,  we  have  suggested  to  puj)ils  the  advisa- 
bility of  providing  themselves  with  this  book  so  that  they  may 
through  familiarity  gained  by  daily  practice  come  to  use  it  with 
facility  as  an  instrument  of  learning.  Of  the  263  students  in  the 
Middle  and  Senior  Classes,  215  possess  each  a  quarto  dictionary  of 
his  own.  Apropos  of  the  departmental  libraries  referred  to  a  year 
ago,  their  efficiency  in  developing  readiness  in  the  use  of  books  as 
tools  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  in  one  department  there  were 
653  issues  of  books  to  students  in  36  days. 

During  the  year  the  Biological  Laboratory  was  moved  to  its  new 
home,  a  large  room  in  the  Southern  end  of  the  New  Building,  This 
room  is  well  lighted,  and  provided  with  tables  designed  by  Professor 
Grim  who  has  charge  of  the  Biological  Department.  During  the 
year  the  school  procured  30  fine  Compound  Microscopes  for  this 
Department. 

Our  school  has  never  had  a  separate  gymnasium  building.  During 
the  year  the  Trustees  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  Edward  Z.  Scholl, 
a  promising  young  architect,  to  draw  up  plans  for  a  gymnasium. 
This  building  is  now  in  process  of  erection,  and  when  completed  will 
be  not  only  useful,  but  also  beautiful.  It  is  to  be  one  of  the  finest 
buildings  on  the  grounds. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  demand  for  normal  school  grad- 
uates as  teachers  is  becoming  greater  each  year.  The  demand  this 
year  far  exceeded  the  supply.  Not  only  school  superintendents,  but 
also  directors  recognize  the  superiority  of  the  professionally  train- 
ed teacher.  The  demand  for  well  trained  and  skillful  teachers  for 
primary  schools  at  the  end  of  the  school  year  was  unusually  great. 


X9 
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FOURTH   DISTRICT— EAST   STROUDSBURG. 


E.  L.  Kemp,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  in  every  way  a  satisfactory  one.  It  has 
been  a  year  of  substantial  growth.  Our  unusual  surplus  together 
with  the  special  appropriation  jjlaced  us  in  position  to  undertake  a 
much  needed  improvement. 

Our  first  building  was  so  located  as  to  make  the  campus  one-sided 
and  to  subject  us  to  the  possible  annoyance  of  having  houses  erected 
close  to  the  ladies'  dormitories  and  occupied  by  any  sort  of  undesir- 
able neighbors.  All  the  time  we  did  have  the  annoyance  of  having 
the  land  on  which  this  might  be  done  covered  with  weeds  and  brush 
so  as  to  be  extremely  unsightly  and  the  still  further  annoyance  of 
having  a  public  road  extend  along  the  full  length  of  the  dormitories, 
making  it  i>ossible  for  passers-by  to  look  right  into  the  rooms  on  the 
first  floor.     Now  we  have  changed  all  this. 

We  have  purchased  about  eight  acres  of  land  on  the  exposed  side 
and  have  cleared  it  preparatory  to  making  it  a  beautiful  part  of  our 
campus.  We  have  also  secured  an  order  from  the  court  vacating  the 
road  next  to  the  building.  As  a  substitute  for  this  we  are  construct- 
ing a  wide,  macadamized  avenue  along  the  ground  purchased  and 
extending  the  streets  at  the  ends  of  the  campus  to  connect  with  it. 
Thus  we  shall  have  a  greatly  enlarged  campus,  and  a  good  drive  all 
around  it.  The  ground  for  the  new  avenue  along  the  new  part  of 
the  campus  was  presented  to  us  by  Mr.  Joseph  0.  Roop,  a  Philadel- 
phia gentleman  whose  summer  residence  is  here  and  whose  land  now 
adjoins  ours.     We  owe  him  gratitude  for  other  favors. 

We  have  also  adopted  plans  for  a  new  building  to  be  erected  on 
our  newly  acquired  land.  This  building  is  to  contain  the  Model 
School  and  the  dormitories  for  the  boys.  It  will  be  so  located  as  to 
make  the  setting  of  our  building  symmetrical  and  the  grounds  well 
proportioned.  We  expect  the  erection  of  it  to  begin  this  coming 
fall. 
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FIFTH  DISTRICT— MA NHFl P]LL). 


Andrew  Tliomas  Smith,  Principal. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  quite  remarkable  accomplishment. 
Our  records  show  an  enrollment  of  570  pupils  in  the  Normal  depart- 
ment and  189  in  the  Model  School.  The  school's  income  shows  an 
increase  in  the  size  of  the  school,  over  that  of  the  previous  year. 

In  further  confirmation  of  the  claim  (made  one  year  ago)  that  the 
normal  schools  are  not  rushing  pupils  through  without  securing 
maturity  and  accomplishment,  such  as  will  justify  graduation,  the 
following  figures  are  offered:  Our  graduating  class  numbered  38 
young  ladies  and  17  young  men.  Of  this  number,  19  had  previously 
taught  an  aggregate  of  39  years.  At  the  time  of  graduation  the 
ladies  showed  an  average  of  20.5  years  in  age,  and  the  young  men 
show^ed  21.12  years.  The  average  number  of  weeks  in  attendance  is 
119  1-3  for  the  ladies,  and  133  2-3  for  the  gentlemen.  Remembering 
that  the  normal  school  course  is  one  of  three  years  (120  weeks),  and 
that  very  many  of  our  graduates  had  a  previous  high  school  train- 
ing, the  above  figures  will  at  least  serve  to  refute  the  charge  of 
"rushing." 

In  many  ways,  which  cannot  be  expressed  in  figures,  the  school 
has  shown  marked  development.  These  all  give  promise  of  a  great- 
ly enlarged  usefulness. 

The  one  thing  upon  which  we  are  now  placing  especial  effort  is  the 
encouraging  of  graduates  in  the  Regular  Normal  Course  to  return 
and  fit  themselves  for  the  positions  in  Township  and  Borough  High 
Schools.  Numerous  calls  for  such  service  are  made  upon  us  each 
year,  but  we  are  without  the  available  people  to  render  it. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT— BLOOMSBURG. 


D.  J.  Waller,  Jr.,  Principal. 


The  health  of  the  students  during  the  past  year  has  been  eminent- 
ly satisfactory.  This,  doubtless,  is  largely  due  to  the  abundant 
water  supply  and  the  admirable  system  of  sewerage  that  have  char- 
acterized this  sohool  for  many  years. 
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In  the  Spring  term,  the  school  began  to  use  the  new  Science  Hall 
described  by  Principal  Welsh  in  the  report  of  last  year.  It  is  com- 
pletely equipped  in  all  its  laboratories. 

The  Trustees  decided  to  add  to  the  corps  of  teachers  for  the  year 
1907-1908,  a  Preceptress,  and  in  the  Model  School  two  additional 
critic  teachers.  These  changes,  it  is  believed,  will  greatly  promote 
the  interests  of  the  students. 

TTie  Honorable  Voris  Auten,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
of  Northumberland  Count}-,  and  G.  J.  Clarke,  Esq.,  of  Wilkes-Barre, 
an  alumnus  of  the  school,  have  been  elected  to  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees. These  gentlemen  occupy  places  made  vacant  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Geo.  E.  Elwell,  Esq.,  and  by  the  removal  from  Pennsylvania, 
of  F.  P.  Billmyer,  Esq.  Messrs.  Elwell  and  Billmyer  were  among 
the  earliest  men  prepared  in  the  Bloomsburg  Literary  Institute,  for 
college,  and  served  afterward  for  almost  a  score  of  years,  with  great 
fidelity  upon  the  Board  of  Trustees,  'the  latter  as  Secretary  during 
much  of  his  term  of  service. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT— SHIPPENSBUKG. 


Samuel  A.  Martin,  Principal. 


I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  school  year  of  1906-07  of  the  Cum- 
berland Valley  State  Normal  School  as  being  on  the  whole  a  very 
prosperous  and  successful  year. 

The  death  of  Supt.  George  M.  1>,  Eckels,  A.  M.  Sc.  D.  was  a  heavy 
blow.  His  long  service  at  the  head  of  the  school,  his  fine  adminis- 
trative ability  and  his  wise  counsel  gave  him  great  influence  over 
the  faculty  and  students  and  were  most  effective  in  building  up  the 
school  to  its  present  excellence. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  his  work  was  so  substantial  and  the 
school  so  well  organized  that  it  went  on  without  serious  loss  of 
power  under  the  experienced  hand  of  Prof.  Rife  who  was  appointed 
acting  Principal  until  Dr.  S.  A.  Martin  was  installed. 

The  class  graduated  in  June  numbered  ninety-seven.  They  were 
an  unusually  good  class  and  almost  all  are  engaged  to  teach  during 
the  coming  year. 

It  is  only  justice  to  the  faculty  to  say  that  the  school  in  all  depart- 
ments has  been  well  taught  and  the  discipline  well  maintained. 

The  Faculty  are  strongly  of  opinion  that  the  course  of  study  is  too 
extensive  to  make  possible  the  thorough  drill  in  the  fundamental 
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studies  that  is  so  necessary  to  success  as  a  teaclier  of  the  common 
schools. 

As  a  rule  the  students  pass  good  examinations  in  all  the  required 
studies  but  they  are  often  overworked  and  still  lack  that  familiarity 
with  their  subjects  that  could  be  secured  by  more  prolonged  drill 
in  them. 

The  material  equipment  of  the  school  is  being  greatly  improved. 
A  new  Laundry,  an  Infirmary,  a  large  Stable  foi  the  accommodation 
of  our  students  from  the  neighborhood  and  a  Residence  for  the 
Principal  are  all  nearing  completion  or  well  under  way. 

A  large  sum  has  been  expended  on  repairs  and  improvement  of 
the  old  buildings,  steam  heating  and  plumbing. 

The  outlook  for  next  year  is  bright. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT—LOCK  HAVEN. 


J.  R.  Flickinger,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1906-1907  was  fraught  with  more  than  ordinary 
interest  to  the  Central  State  Normal  School.  The  generosity  of  the 
Legislature  in  appropriating  |40,000,  thereby  lessening  the  school's 
burdensome  debt  to  that  extent,  came  at  a  very  opportune  time.  For 
a  period  of  twelve  years,  a  number  of  the  patriotic  Trustees  had 
lent  their  personal  credit  to  the  school  in  order  to  tide  over  its  finan- 
cial stress.  The  Board,  in  its  wisdom  after  the  burning  of  all  the 
buildings  of  the  institution  in  1888,  immediately  went  to  work  to 
erect  commodious  buildings,  modern  in  architecture  and  convenient 
in  structure,  but  at  an  outlay  of  money  much  greater  than  the  appro- 
priation granted  at  that  time  by  the  Legislature.  While  they  were 
wise  in  building  for  the  present,  as  well  as  for  the  future  needs  of 
the  school,  they  showed  a  very  hazy  knowledge  of  the  probable  gen- 
erosity of  future  Legislatures.  From  the  date  of  the  original  appro- 
priation for  the  new  buildings,  they  received  no  funds  from  the 
State  to  pay  their  debts  until  the  Legislature  of  last  winter  so  gen- 
erously came  to  their  temporary  relief.  It  can  easily  be  realized 
what  a  burden  it  has  been  to  carry  this  tremendous  indebtedness 
and  at  the  same  time  advance  the  educational  interests  of  the  school. 
Hence,  the  aid  received  has  given  the  Trustees  and  the  management 
of  the  school,  a  new  lease  of  life  and  renewed  zeal  to  make  the  work 
of  the  school  in  every  way  more  efficient.  While  the  necessities  of 
the  school  have  not  been  removed,  they  have  been  lessened  to  the 
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extent  that  we  can  progress  until  a  future  Legislature  can  give  us 
the  much  needed  further  help. 

In  attendance,  in  educational  advancement  and  in  discipline,  the 
school  has  had  a  prosperous  year.  An  efficient  and  harmonious 
faculty  sustained  by  a  progressive  and  intelligent  Board,  made  it 
possible  to  maintain  the  high  standard  that  had  been  attained 
through  so  much  difficulty.  From  year  to  year,  the  student  body 
improves  in  quality  and  in  scholarship.  We  are  inclined  to  think 
that  in  respect  to  the  latter,  the  steady  advancement  of  our  public 
schools  is  due  to  the  more  capable  supervision.  The  creation  of 
Township  High  Schools  and  the  better  equipment  of  the  teachers 
have  also  contributed  toward  sending  out  a  better  product.  It  is 
certainly  gratifying  to  be  able  to  note  this  improved  condition  of  the 
public  schools  and  we  trust  that  it  is  only  a  forerunner  of  what  may 
be  expected  after  the  work  of  the  better  paid  and  hence  better  pre- 
pared, teachers,  has  had  time  to  produce  results. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  School  Department  for  the  many  courte- 
sies shown  us,  and  also  our  ow^n  intelligent  and  efficient  Board  of 
Trustees  for  their  unfaltering  support  under  very  trying  circum- 
stances. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


NINTH  DISTRICT— INDIANA. 


James  E.  Anient,  Principal. 


It  is  always  a  serious  matter  for  a  school  to  change  its  executive, 
and  the  Indiana  Trustees  felt  its  gravity  in  accepting  the  resignation 
of  their  beloved  and  able  Principal,  Dr.  D.  J.  Waller,  who  resigned, 
late  in  the  Fall  of  190G,  to  accept  the  principalship  of  the  Blooms- 
burg  Normal,  Avnere  he  had  labored  the  same  number  of  years  he 
had  here,  thirteen.  Dr.  Waller  felt  that  in  returning  to  Bloomsburg 
he  was  returning  to  his  boyhood  home,  and  while  Indiana  parted 
with  him  reluctantly,  all  wished  him  Godspeed. 

The  present  incumbent  of  the  Indiana  principalship  did  not  take 
charge  until  after  the  opening  of  the  Fall  Term,  1906.  He  found  a 
well-organized  school  and  an  enthusiastic  faculty.  He  is,  therefore, 
able  to  report  a  very  successful  year's  work,  closing  June,  1907. 
Such  changes  as  have  been  made  are,  generally  speaking,  minor  in 
their  nature,  and  have  been  worked  out  in  patience  and  under  care- 
ful advice.     Perhaps,  the  most  important  change  in  progress  is  in 
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the  department  of  music,  and  it  is  a  gratification  to  say  that  some 
very  satisfactory  and  promising  results  have  been  obtained. 

The  eniolliiient  in  the  Institution  for  the  year  was  the  largest 
in  its  history,  the  total  being  1,000—227  in  the  Training  School 
774  in  the  Normal,  and  5  special. 

The  faculty  presented  to  the  State  Board  for  examination,  in 
June,  285  candidates — 98  to  pass  the  Junior  work;  80  the  Middle; 
and  57  the  Senior.     All  were  successful. 

The  Silas  M.  Clark  Hall  for  Boys  was  dedicated  with  appropriate 
ceremonies  at  the  opening  of  the  Winter  Term,  1907.  This  is  a 
splendid  building,  but  it  is  now  clear  that  it  will  prove  inadequate 
to  Indiana's  needs  within  another  year. 

The  Indiana  Trustees  have  expended  considerable  in  remodeling 
and  making  certain  much  needed  improvements  in  John  Sutton  Hall, 
the  girls'  residence. 

The  present  head  of  the  Indiana  Normal,  coming  from  similar 
labor  in  the  Middle  West,  is,  of  course,  cognizant  of  certain  striking 
differences  between  the  normal  schools  of  the  two  regions,  and 
while  these  differences  in  many  cases  argue  the  superiority  of  the 
Pennsylvania  normals,  there  are  some  that  do  not.  But  his  opin- 
ions, as  yet,  are  not  sufficiently  mature  to  warrant  sound  judgment 
in  any  public  discussion  of  possible  improvements. 

In  the  past  year,  this  school  has  enjoyed  very  pleasant  relations 
with  the  school  men  of  Pennsylvania,  and  its  new  Principal  is 
grateful  for  the  many  courtesies  shown  him  by  all,  and  especially 
by  the  State  Department. 


TENTH  DISTEICT— OAlrlFORNIA. 


Theodore  B.  Noss,  Principal.. 


I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  for  our  school  a  year  of  excellent 
work  and  of  important  improvement  in  our  buildings  and  grounds. 
During  the  year,  in  my  absence  abroad,  Dr.  Charles  A.  McMurry 
served  the  school  most  ably  as  acting  principal.  He  had  been  with 
us  also  the  preceding  year  as  professor  of  pedagogy  and  general 
method.  His  work  during  the  two  years  has  been  of  great  value 
to  the  school,  emphasizing  as  it  did  the  things  that  are  vital  in 
methods  of  instruction. 

In  respect  to  improvement  and  new  building,  the  past  year  has 
shown  greater  changes  than  any  other  year  since  the  school  was 
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established.  The  trustees  began  in  the  spring  of  1906  the  erection 
of  a  new  building  to  be  used  as  a  dining  hall  and  ladies'  dormitory. 
The  building  has  been  completed  to  our  satisfaction,  and  was  first 
occupied  at  the  opening  of  the  present  fall  term,  September  2. 
It  is  built  of  brick,  with  stone  trimmings,  and  is  three  stories  in 
above  the  basement.  The  total  length  is  134  feet.  The  dining- 
room  occupies  the  entire  length  of  the  building  on  the  first  floor. 
It  is  40  feet  wide,  with  a  ceiling  20  feet  high,  with  no  columns  to 
break  the  view  or  mar  the  beauty  of  the  room.  It  is  one  of  the 
finest  dining  rooms  in  the  state,  and  is  a  credit  not  only  to  our 
own  school,  but  also  to  the  normal  school  system.  It  has  been  very 
appropriately  named  "Dixon  Hall"  in  honor  of  the  venerable  Mr. 
John  N.  Dixon,  who  has  served  the  school  as  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees  for  the  past  39  years.  The  dining  room  has  a  seating 
capacit}'  of  450,  and  the  dormitory  on  the  second  and  third  floors 
will  accommodate  100  women  students. 

An  attractive  fire-proof  passage  connects  the  dining  hall  with 
our  main  building.  Much  work  has  been  done  in  the  grading  and 
beautifying  of  the  grounds,  especially  in  the  vicinity  of  the  new 
building.  To  the  Honorable  Frank  Craven,  who  has  been  the  effi- 
cient superintendent  of  our  grounds  and  buildings  during  the  past 
thirteen  years,  is  due  much  of  the  credit  for  the  proper  supervision 
of  these  important  improvements. 

The  recent  appointment  of  an  Educational  Commission  to  codify 
existing  school  law^s  and  to  recommend  new  school  legislation  en- 
courages the  hope  that  Pennsylvania  will  soon  have  a  modern  and 
ettlcient  school  system,  one  that  will  compare  favorably  with  the 
best  systems  in  other  states  and  that  will  be  well  adapted  to  meet 
the  present  needs  of  the  people. 

Our  new  educational  policy  should  provide,  among  other  things, 
the  following: 

1.  An  experienced  or  a  trained  teacher  should  be  placed,  at  the 
earliest  date  possible,  in  every  public  school  in  the  state. 

2.  In  order  to  insure  an  unfailing  supply  of  good  candidates,  both 
men  and  women,  to  fill  all  vacancies  in  the  public  schools,  both 
boarding  and  tuition  in  the  normal  schools  should  be  free,  or  nearly 
so,  and  students  should  be  admitted  upon  competitive  examination. 

3.  Students  accepting  this  liberal  aid  from  the  state  should  obli- 
gate themselves  to  teach  at  least  five  years  or  else  to  reimburse  the 
state  for  their  schooling. 

4.  Only  students  preparing  to  teach  should  be  admitted  into  the 
normal  schools. 

5.  All  preparatory  and  purely  academic  instruction  in  the  normal 
schools  should  be  abolished,  and  the  public  high  schools  should  be 
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given  every  possible  encourajicnu'iit    to  do  (his  work  and  (o  do  it 
well. 

G.  The  chief  test  of  a  student's  fitness  to  graduate  from  a  normal 
school  should  be  his  ability  to  teach  well  in  the  practice  school, 
inasmuch  as  his  vocation  in  life  is  to  be  teaching. 

7.  All  tests  for  graduation  in  normal  schools,  and  all  examina- 
tions for  teachers'  certificates  of  every  kind  should  be  uniform 
throughout  the  state  for  the  same  grade  of  certificate,  and  it  ought 
not  to  be  in  the  power  of  any  normal  school  or  of  any  superintend- 
ent to  lower  the  state's  standard  of  qualifications  for  teaching. 

8.  The  state  should  limit  the  number  of  students  paid  for  by  the 
state  in  each  normal  school,  since  good  professional  work  cannot 
be  done  in  any  normal  school  where  the  attendance  is  unreasonably 
large. 

Our  public  school  system  has  been  greatly  weakened  by  local  auth; 
ority  that  made  it  impossible  to  maintain  worthy  and  uniform 
standards  concerning  the  most  vital  matters,  such  as  the  certifica- 
tion of  teachers  and  the  length  of  the  school  term.  The  old  notion 
that  rural  districts  can  get  along  well  enough  with  shorter  school 
terms,  poorer  teachers,  and  low^er  salaries  than  urban  districts  is 
still  cherished  in  some  quarters.  No  one  can  show  why  a  city  or 
town  needs  a  longer  term  or  a  better  teacher  than  is  needed  in  the 
country;  but  still  the  mischievous  belief  survives,  and  our  public 
school  system  tends  to  make  country  life  unattractive  and  un- 
desirable. The  theory  of  local  control  in  these  vital  matters  of  a 
state  school  system  is  responsible  for  a  whole  train  of  evils.  The 
greatest  of  all  mistakes  is  to  treat  public  education  as  a  local 
question,  to  be  debated  and  dealt  w'ith  by  school  boards  all  over 
the  state.  No  good  school  system  was  ever  formed  on  that  basis 
in  any  state  or  country.  In  all  vital  matters  there  should  be  uni- 
formity, and  local  effort  would  find  sufficient  scope  in  the  affairs 
of  administration. 

When  w^e  come  to  the  normal  schools,  w^e  find  that  for  different 
reasons  the  management  of  these  schools  is  likely  to  pass  more  and 
more, from  the  hands  of  local  authorities  into  those  of  the  state. 
The  original  plan  for  the  founding  and  management  of  the  normal 
schools  was  in  the  nature  of  the  case  a  provisional  and  not  a  per- 
manent: one.  The  motives  for  local  effort  and  initiative  are  now 
less  strong  than  at  first.  TTie  function  of  these  schools  has  been 
confined  recently  more  exclusively  to  the  training  of  teachers  for 
the  public  schools,  and  there  is  less  provision  made  than  formerly 
for  the  general  education  of  the  young  people  of  the  vicintiy.  Some 
recent  legislative  acts  show  plainly  a  tendency  to  make  these  schools 
more  and  more  state  institutions;  such,  for  example,  as  the  act 
18—5—1907 
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forbidding  normal  school  trustees  to  furnish  supplies  to  the  schools, 
and  the  act  increasing  the  proportion  of  state  trustees  on  the 
board  of  control. 

With  the  passing  away  of  the  first  and  second  generations  of 
normal  school  trustees  we  shall  probably  see  local  interest  and 
influence  in  normal  school  management  much  weakened,  while  the 
schools  themselves  will  be  larger  and  stronger  than  ever.  In  the 
end,  the  state  will  probably  support  and  manage  these  schools 
exclusively  for  training  teachers  for  the  public  schools  of  the  state. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


Albert  E.  Maltby,  Principal. 


The  school  property  has  been  greatly  improved  this  year  by  the 
erection  of  a  music  hall  and  gymnasium  building  at  a  cost  of  sixty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  The  building  is  of  buff  brick,  faced  with 
Indian  free-stone,  and  is  located  on  the  south  side  of  the  campus 
quadrangle.  In  addition  to  this  work  on  the  new^  building,  many 
improvements  have  been  made  in  the  main  building  and  dormitories. 
The  interior  of  the  ladies'  dormitory  has  been  transformed  by  paint- 
ing, varnishing,  and  papering.  The  interior  walls  of  the  main  build- 
ing have  been  painted  in  soft  and  pleasing  colors  and  all  wood-work 
has  been  newly  varnished. 

The  removal  of  the  libraries  to  much  larger  rooms  will  render 
this  important  aid  in  study  and  intellectual  progress  more  readily 
available  to  the  students.  The  books  in  our  libraries  are  well 
selected  by  members  of  the  faculty,  and  are  catalogued  so  that  the 
students  have  easy  access  to  them. 

We  regret  to  chronicle  the  death  of  H.  P.  Griffith,  Esq.,  one  of 
the  oldest  members  of  the  board  of  trustees.  He  labored  at  all 
times  unselfishly  for  the  best  interests  of  the  school,  and  was  one 
of  its  most  loyal  supporters.  In  this  connection  we  would  make 
note  of  the  fact  that  since  the  founding  of  the  school  nineteen  years 
ago  more  than  one-half  of  the  local  members  of  the  board  of 
trustees  have  died.  William  Kaufman,  Neyman  Christley,  George 
Maxwell,  Thomas  S.  Coulter,  Lewis  Patterson,  and  Dr.  C.  W.  Bard, 
are  names  worthy  to  be  held  in  memory  for  the  influence  which 
they  exerted  in  the  development  of  the  school.  Of  the  members 
of  the  board  representing  the  State  the  roll  includes  the  Hon.  H.  I. 
Gourley,  the  Hon.  Christopher  Magee,  and  the  Hon.  Thomas  Rob- 
inson. 


No.  5.  STATE  NORMAL.   SCHOOLS.  275 

Prof.  William  E.  Wonor,  of  the  chair  in  English,  resigned  at 
the  close  of  the  school  year  to  accept  a  position  in  Wooster  Uni- 
versity, Ohio.  Profesor  J.  Harry  Shoemaker  lias  been  chosen  to 
succeed  him.  Professor  Arthur  C.  Fleshman,  the  head  of  our  train- 
ing department,  resigned  in  December  to  accept  a  position  in  one 
of  the  normal  schools  of  Kentucky.  Professor  William  Stewart, 
jirincipal  of  the  high  school,  was  chosen  as  his  successor.  The  posi- 
tion in  the  high  school  was  filled  by  the  election  of  Professor  Philip 
E.  Hamilton,  A.  B.,  a  graduate  of  Geneva. 

The  school  owes  much  to  the  skilful  management  of  affairs  by  the 
vice-principal.  Prof.  Isaac  N.  Moore,  during  the  extended  illness  of 
the  principal.  The  members  of  the  faculty  have  conducted  their 
departments  with  ability,  have  given  unfailing  support  to  the 
discipline  of  the  school,  and  have  been  at  all  times  loyal  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  institution. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT— EDINBORO. 


John  F.  Bigler,  Principal. 


The  year  1906-7  was  the  most  successful  year  in  the  history  of 
the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School.  The  attendance  was  very  large, 
numbering  in  all  departments,  727  different  students  during  the 
year.  79  teachers  were  graduated  from  the  school,  110  Middle  year 
students  and  200  Juniors  were  examined  and  passed  by  the  State 
Board. 

Our  corps  of  instructors  numbered  24.  Without  exception  every 
teacher  did  excellent  work  throughout  the  year.  All  the  teachers 
of  the  Faculty  for  the  year  were  re-elected,  except  Prof.  F.  W. 
Goodwin  who  was  elected  Principal  of  the  Schools  of  Kittanning, 
Pennsylvania. 

The  minimum  salary  law  for  professionally  trained  teachers 
passed  by  the  last  Legislature  is  one  of  the  best  laws  that  has 
been  enacted  in  years.  This  law  will  greatly  assist  the  State 
Normal  schools  in  the  matter  of  attendance  and  while  it  will  help 
the  attendance  it  also  increases  the  responsibility  and  obligations 
that  the  State  Normal  schools  hold  to  the  State.  The  quality  of 
the  work  executed  by  the  school  authorities  of  the  professional 
teacher  will  certainly  be  commensurate  with  the  salary  paid.  We 
believe,  however,  that  the  Normal  schools  will  do  their  duty  in 
this  matter.     The   standard  of  scholarship  is  steadily  advancing. 
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It  means  something  to  every  young  man  or  woman  to  be  able  to 
obtain  and  liold  a  State  Normal  Diploma.  As  far  as  tlie  Edinboro 
State  Normal  School  is  concerned  in  regard  to  this  matter,  a  better 
and  higher  standard  is  being  maintained  than  ever  before.  We  pro- 
pose graduating  from  this  school  only  those  that  are  well  equipped 
and  entitled  to  receive  and  hold  a  Diploma. 

In  our  last  Annual  Report  we  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
new  buildings  were  an  absolute  necessity  and  that  we  expected  to 
make  application  for  an  appropriation  from  the  State  Legislature. 
We  did  so  and  after  the  State  Legislature  had  passed  an  appropria- 
tion of  148,000  for  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School,  the  Governor 
cut  this  appropriation  to  |15,000,  thus  making  it  impossible  to  do 
anything  in  the  way  of  new  buildings.  However,  the  Trustees 
thought  it  best  to  apply  this  amount  to  the  paying  of  debts.  We 
are  obliged  to  go  into  debt  in  order  to  build  and  equip  the  new 
building.  This  we  decided  to  do  and  at  the  present  time  the 
Dormitory  for  our  Boys  is  in  course  of  erection.  But  we  are  still 
very  much  in  need  of  a  new  Science  building.  The  old  Science  build- 
ing is  entirely  too  small  to  accommodate  the  classes,  both  in  number 
of  classes  and  number  of  students  in  each  class.  We  are  very 
much  handicapped  in  our  work  because  of  the  need  of  recitation 
rooms,  and  it  is  absolutely  imperative,  in  order  that  we  get  the 
best  work  done  that  we  have  better  facilities  for  our  students  in 
their  study  of  the  Sciences,  and  so  again  we  are  obliged  to  ask 
the  next  Legislature  to  give  us  an  appropriation  to  erect  and  equip 
a  Science  Hall  that  will  accommodate  the  large  number  of  students 
in  this  Institution. 

The  work  done  in  the  training  department  by  the  critic  teachers 
and  student  teachers,  as  well  as  that  done  by  the  pupils,  was  very 
satisfactory  indeed.  A  hearty  co-operation  characterized  all  the 
work  of  both  students  and  teachers  throughout  the  year.  The  dis- 
cipline of  this  department  was  excellent  and  was  accomplished  by 
rational  methods.  Prof.  O.  M.  Thompson  was  the  Superintendent 
of  the  training  department  last  year  and  has  been  re-elected  for  the 
coming  year.  The  assistant  Superintendent  of  the  training  depart- 
ment was  Miss  Kaira  M.  Sturgeon.  Miss  Sturgeon  had  charge  of 
the  Primary  work  in  the  Model  school  and  she  deserves  especial 
mention  for  the  degree  of  efficiency  that  the  reading  and  number 
work  have  attained  in  this  department. 

The  conduct  of  the  student  body  throughout  the  year  was  never 
better  than  the  year  just  closed.  Loyalty,  good  feeling  and  industry 
characterized  the  work.  It  is  fair  to  say  that  the  12th  District 
possesses  a  good  class  of  people.  The  young  women  and  young  men 
who  are  in  attendance  at  this  school  come  from  good  homes,  they 
are  not  from  wealthv  families  as  a  rule.     They  are  from  families 
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who  are  well-to-do  but  who  are  oblij^ed  to  work  for  a  livinj,'.  And 
so  when  they  come  here,  they  come  with  the  iinderstauding  that 
it  takes  an  earnest  and  honest  effort  to  obtain  an  education.  The 
discipline  is  j>rowing  better  from  year  to  year  and  while  we  always 
expect  to  have  a  few  who  need  special  attention,  yet  the  student 
body  aid  and  assist  greatly  in  the  discipline  of  those  who  need 
disciplining. 

We  have  had  Industrial  training  after  a  fashion  in  our  course 
of  study  for  a  number  of  years  iu  the  way  of  Manual  training, 
and  this  was  good  as  far  as  it  went,  but  the  time  has  come  to  intro- 
duce Domestic  Science  and  at  least  to  give  every  student  during  his 
course  of  study  the  elements  of  the  Industrial  Arts.  We  have  made 
special  preparation  to  take  up  this  work  in  Domestic  Science  the 
coming  year  and  every  Senior  will  be  obliged  to  take  some  phase 
of  Industrial  work  before  he  is  graduated  from  this  Institution  here- 
after. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  thank  the  department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, the  press,  tlie  school  Superintendents,  and  all  who  have  in  any 
way  contributed  to  the  success  of  the  w'ork  done  here  in  the  past 
year. 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT— CLARION. 


J.  George  Becht,  Principal. 


The  commencement  exercises,  during  the  last  week  of  the  school 
year  of  1906-07,  closed  one  of  the  most  successful  years  of  work 
in  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School.  The  commencement  itself 
was  pronounced  by  regular  attendants  to  have  been  the  most  inter- 
esting in  the  school's  history.  All  of  the  events  were  of  a  high 
order.  Rev.  James  D.  Moffat,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  President  of  Washinton 
and  Jefferson  College,  preached  the  baccalaureate  sermon  and  Presi- 
dent John  Howard  Harris,  Ph.D.,  LL.D.,  of  Bucknell  University, 
delivered  the  commencement  address. 

The  Campus  Pageant  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Lilly,  head  of 
the  Physical  Department,  was  a  splendid  illustration  of  the  work 
accomplished  by  the  classes  in  Physical  Training.  It  was  a  brilliant 
and  spectacular  carnival  and  was  educational  in  its  inception  and 
fundamental  character. 

The  Operetta  ''Sylvia,"  one  of  the  most  enjoj'able  events  of  the 
week,  was  given  by  the  Music  Department  in  charge  of  Miss  M.  Alice 
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Cory.  A  crowded  house  greeted  the  performance  and  discriminat- 
ing critics  pronounced  the  presentation  as  the  most  creditable  that 
had  ever  been  given  in  the  town  or  Normal. 

The  Class  Day  exercises,  class  reunions,  and  Alumni  Banquet  were 
full  of  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  good  will  for  Alma  Mater.  The  class 
of  '07,  which  was  the  largest  to  graduate  since  1902,  presented  a 
beautiful  memorial  window  to  the  school.  This  was  placed  in  the 
chapel  and  unveiled  with  appropriate  ceremonies  during  commence- 
ment week. 

A\'hen  the  school  closed  its  winter  session  on  Wednesday,  March 
20th,  twenty  years  of  the  Clarion  State  Normal  School's  existence 
had  passed  into  history.  It  was  therefore  eminently  fitting  that 
Dr.  John  Ballentine,  Vice  Principal  and  head  of  the  Classical  De- 
partment, who  has  been  connected  with  the  school  continuously 
during  that  period,  should  conduct  the  devotional  exercises  which  he 
did  most  impressively.  After  the  exercises,  the  Principal  took  oc- 
casion to  speak  of  Dr.  Ballentine  in  substance  as  follows:  "To  have 
served  for  twenty  years  in  a  position  with  conspicuous  success  and 
consecrated  devotion  is  an  achievement  worthy  of  our  admiration. 
In  these  closing  hours  of  the  twenty  years  of  the  school's  existence, 
I  would  do  violence  to  my  own  feeling  as  well  as  to  yours  if  I  did 
not  tarry  for  a  moment  tQ  pay  a  tribute  of  heart  and  lip  service  to 
the  one  who  has  been  so  singularly  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the 
school.  There  are  nearly  one  thousand  graduates  scattered  over 
earth's  broad  domain;  there  are  thousands  of  others  who  attended 
this  school  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  of  time,  all  of  these  will 
bear  loving  testimony  to  the  skill,  earnestness,  enthusiasm  and  pa- 
tience, and  the  manifestations  of  gentleness  and  kindly  forbearance 
which  have  been  characteristic  of  the  life  and  teaching  of  Dr.  Bal- 
lentine. It  has  been  my  privilege  to  witness  the  teaching  in  many 
schools  of  this  and  other  states,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  Dr.  Ballentine  has  no  superior  in  his  field  of  work.  In  his 
work  as  a  teacher  he  has  given  a  service  of  which  he  may  well 
be  proud.  He  has  made  the  world  his  debtor  in  that  he  has  touched 
the  lives  of  those  who  have  gone  out  to  do  the  world's  work.  So 
this  morning  I  want  to  ofter  to  him  my  sincerest  congratulations 
and  my  heart's  best  wishes  for  a  long  and  happy  life  in  his  chosen 
work." 

Friday,  April  12,  1907,  was  the  Normal's  twentieth  birthday.  The 
day  was  appropriately  marked  with  exercises  befitting  the  occasion. 
Prof.  Walter  R.  Egbert  of  the  faculty  delivered  the  anniversary 
address  and  Hon.  Harry  R.  Wilson,  President  Judge  of  the  Clarion 
Courts,  gave  an  excellent  address  to  the  students,  using  "Self"  as 
his  theme.  Dr.  Ballentine  then  spoke  in  reminiscent  strain  of  the 
school's  work  during  the  past  twenty  years;  how  marked  its  in- 
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lluenoe  had  been  on  tlie  community  life  and  how  it  had  been  the 
means  through  which  many  young  men  and  women  had  attained 
honorable  recognition  and  distinction  in  various  walks  of  life. 

As  the  school  enters  upon  the  new  decade  there  is  every  indica- 
tion of  a  promising  future.  To  be  sure  it  has  some  vital  and  very 
pressing  needs;  but  the  spirit  of  the  school,  the  tone  of  the  faculty 
and  the  loyalty  of  the  alumni  create  an  atmosphere  that  will  go  far 
toward  minimizing  any  adverse  conditions.  Physical  equipment 
is  essential,  but  in  the  last  analysis  spirit  educates.  To  create  a 
wholesome,  healthy  atmosphere  of  aspiration  and  ambition  in  our 
students;  to  present  a  high  professional  ideal  for  the  guidance  of 
the  student  teacher,  and  in  this  way  to  add  something  to  the  sum 
total  of  human  life  and  human  happiness  is  our  hope  for  the  future. 
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X'B'i        JO        JUnOLUB        IB^OJ, 


•sssodjnd   Sutpitnq  aoj 
paiAai    siiitu    JO    jaqiur.M 


•sasocljnd  loonos  joj 
paiAsi    snjiu    JO    jaqtunM 


•muoui  jad  ;soo 


•aouBpuaj 
-JB  JO     juao  aad  aSBjaAV 


-pua;iB   aaqiunu    aSBJaAy 


•saiBuiaj  JO  jaquiriN 


■saiBui  JO  aaqmriM 


•qjnom  jad  ' 
saiBuiaj  jOilaBiBS  aSBaaAy 


■muoui  aad 
saiBin   JO   ;C.iBiBS   aSBjaAv 


•saiBuiaj  JO  jaqumM 


•saiBui  JO  jaquiriN 


1C-.  ooc^<5c»3Cocr4Qcc-«co05U3t-r^e^cc.^eo 

5C>aOlOCQt-'*rHt^C*lc>4TH.-HT-l-.rc^Oic«C>M 


OO  O  c-1  cb  M 

T-  cp  o  r^  C-] 

CO -^r  CC  CO  t- 


r-t^CCi.'SiftCOO'Xf— t^»noOO'MCCt-C3Q«fCCb-0 


1  C^l  CO    tH  rH    t-* 


- 

« 

ca 

CO 

ca  -Tl^ 

tot-Gca)coc^^c<]«iu3"^'^fDfiOcot-cO'«^ir:'Tj*ai«at-n'-^coairau3eot- 
f-c<)'^!?si^c«,-iccc<icocn>cvio^-<>j»i^P<5'*<^oo<35y5oS^<?»£2lg;J?3r^5 


-  t}«  in  ^  c-5  c-i  Cr 


DCOcaeoo>'*os<?iOQgM 


00  0CC71COt^0Ct-OO 


O0ClSt^^C5C^<i5t-cr>COO0t-OO0Ct-0000t-CT>«C3CO 


t>?:.u'5c<ioo(35coir>iH^ocoo®t-ooMeooooe5C25»OjH^o<pjH^ 


D■rlCOl^-oo'^^colc«oMu^c>}»AcscD(»oorH^T-^OJoo50o5^0JQoe2^a 


-ff^O"«*'o>ccco■^or-^«c>co•^c>cDcocoec^^co^D?oc<^r-^^Qot-lr-"^o 

D,-tl^a>CCC5CCTrcOiO!;£JCOC^lt-C^Oil^T-iOiOOCO»-(T-tt-HC5iH|>.'^«P»0 


5crcOoOO<^OOCOOOC 


OIOOOIOOCOOCXP'OO 


oo  o    ;    -oo    ;0    • 

:§gStSS 

§gsg 

:S  :  : 

o    \\z^ 

uo  I-  CO     ;    ■  cc  o     ;  -^    • 

•  O  O  ut  '«J'  O  O 

oir?cD 

.0  .  • 

CO  ec  t-co  t- 

T-l■^l^•:^tHlnca<^Jt-Tt" 

M  CO  C^      .  CO  •*  ^^ 

-3-OJCOO, 

u5-*-*m 

•}qSnBJ   siiJUOLU 
JO     jaquinu     a  3  b  j  a  a  v 


'jaqmna  apuM 


J  c;  tr-  &j  Ci  t-  I-  t 


1  rH  .-^  (M  i-^  T-l 


:>ai^t~t-'Xt-C/:t^l^C'^t~t!^t:^t:~a:  t~tr^l^t~O0 


!'t-(«DM^3<X-*T-^l^cOT-*lAeoC')»-ICC(M«:c 


^5^e> 


0;  -^  A 


'P^  =  Ecc>,,v    ■^ 


ca  3  w 
•  .?'« 

op  ^  -r 
—  01- 
CQPQP3 


C  O  -^  —  '^ 


■^  ^  b  bi  g  c  C  -c. 


:iS  C  C  : 


T-lMeO'^LOC£>L--C 


5S?J 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS— BEAVER    COUNTY. 


299 


aC>coc»Q.-Ht5'<fi-HoCO<?ieoi-ifMi2M'-'cpo> 


s  -^-^ 


rH  »H  rH  CO  CO -^  C^         W  f-H 


<Mrt 

. 

- 

» 

■". 

^^ 

cCTj'C^coTt^coOoocoOC^'^r-oo'^'-'THMcvao 

«*t  tH  rH  M  CO  r-l  f-t  rH  rH  r-t  ^         iH  W  iH  W  rH  iH  M  rH 


?S5gs; 


OOOOb-Ol^t-OOl 


„  .     —  ''j  <— ,  <5>  r-  o  i-H  '^  cvj  t 


■icgt-'^os'-tcoooi: 


OIjDCMOOO<^CI>OOU^'-<0«5000000         C4 

gt^T-Hino^Oio^oi>-c0^-5^u5O 

■  s 


"V  O  T**  -v  c 


W -rt"  OO  rH  rH  IM  Cq  i-H  U^  CO  C^  CO  CO  Cib  t^  O  l^  tH -V  M     |00 


t-^t-t^t^t-ClC 


■  t'  tr-  t-  00       00 


COefi<?)rHt-(Mr-lMb-C»3C^]COCCCO^-1<rHiHC 


So 

.2  5  c  c  ^ 
'•Coo 


o  p 


a-c-; 


j=-;:^  ; 


.J3 


t.  c  o  o 
d  o  o  o 


3S; 


'  I'D::::  i;  c  c"     i-^  >>>,>-< 
.pqo2  £  S^  o  m  «^^  c 

O   Q^   tU   o  O  O 

&  ?  d 


35 


)«i«LOtftb-odoso^csiMTj»u3eei:-*Qd<; 


300 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doc. 


■s3n!I!QBn  JO  ssaoxa  ui  saoanosaH 


•saan;!pu3dxa  ib}ox 


•sasuadxa  jamo 
UB  puB  'sjo^oanoo  JO 
saaj     'sapuaSujiuoo    "latx^ 


'saqoiS  'S(Jbui  Suipnioui 
's5iooq-}xai  ubhj  '  aamo 
'sauddns    looqos    jo    ;soo 


•siiooq-jxa;   tooiios  jo  ;soo 


•saSBAi   .SJaqoBaj^ 


"oja   'Supuaj 
'Suipijnq  'SutSBipand 

'sasnoli     looqos     jo     isoo 


•sjdiaoaa    iBjoj, 


■suon^i-idoJddB 
o^Bis      :(d30xa      'saojnos 
jaqjo   iiB  puB  saxB}  uioj^a 


;J5SSS.'S3S 


ci  S  »-T<j-  c:  c^  o  I 


DOJC^OS-^CtfiMOSt-itOoicSt-^-CJCOOSC^COt 


=  c^colo^-Wc^<C'c^^r^oocMr^cot-»-loog^c 


3  OO  M  -^C^  00  T 


:  Ci  '-<  o  c^o 


]o^C'i>'Co<£>cftc-7ect— CO 
c:  1^1.-3       CI -cr  t^  r-<  CO  CO  ci 


■n<I-lCi^C5lr^(^Jc^^'srL.-^■^<o<^lc>oo«^locsI 

05C0  ICiOO  CO 


ItH  cot-oe 


SS^O^ 


W  CO  '^  t-  t-1 


OCOtDOOC=»Oc 


-OOOC;if5C)C<^-^iA'^C<^OC> 


CO  O  OO  iH  t--  O 


3rH,-HDt—  T-lCO-^C 


]Oom«<:icocort"<J« 

?  Ot  t.^  t-  ,-1  C£>  t-  O  CS 


oc  <JS  M  c^  t- 

CO  U3  t-  -O  ~ 

t--c^cyiCO 


30C 


^  OOC 


r  M  L 


fOi  TfCO 


;--c^cyiCOlHl£^oOT-^lOCC-rr'-^^-«^co■^■<*'CO'H^-H^-^:r■h-^^co■-^lO<=>,-^CQ 
^•e3<^t--cooMC»-rri-Hi^<:ji<X>t^(>^"^'^CDO(X;i-icM'^jpir;coc-ept--*J* 
rHCOiH-^rt-cocwj'irjTj-oinioiHCCtNi-it-^co'^reo-v  t- oo  o  cr>  oo  w  eo 

C^i'-'S^'^N  CsTcOC^ri-i"       lOMrHCOr-TiH  com"       W  Cfi  t-t        CO  co  »0        cJnt-1 


j-^Oi-(C0(M(?Q0^C0C^OOO»0 
3THt-OOC3-rrC-t-'-CCDi^OOTH»2asOCOW2CO.^eoOtrCOi5 
iCiasOOo(Mr-IcMST-lOoCOCC<MOT-iO<>l'X.t^O'=rl^OO 


pcq         CM  1-Ht-iC 


■Si    -t;  , 

.S^-e  a!  d  bl  1-  S  ■"  •- c 


-C.Q 


.C.C  sic  tip-r^S'^cmcis 


■     O  f  "  o 

—  o  ■" 

B     o  o -M.:;; 

a)  ^  be  tifi  Oi  1^ 

0;  &;=;"  M.^ 
;=:  c  -  >-  3  K 

O  O  d  d  C3  c3 


-SSg^pc 


^  o 

c  c  o 

O  -^  --s 


g£'^P£ 

'-'  C   Q^   C   ^ 


—  If.  c 

jL-  c  ^  c ' 


;  d  'Jj  o  rj  o 

.  ;-  t-  0^  .11  t. 


.i; .   >.  P  -  -a  t^ 


;ffiftK£;:= 


DC50^^c2'*iooi:-coosO^$^M^i.';tDt^c 


No.  5. 


STATISTICS— BEAVER   COUNTY. 


301 


»  C'l  M  OO  <D  »Ji  ai  t-  ift  lO  O  C-l  (Ji  M  t-  CO  Ci  ^«  M*  r/O  . 

SOQld00<5Q«0«5l0t-l5c0»HlC5C0t-(-C0Oc 
S?-tOO«>««OcBcOC>rH(NTrJoC>JMi-tt-«©Wi-HC 


00<0t-C0<d»^iftt-tD-^O0SOOOlr-lt^mC0<MM 

04t*<*,-iOi«c5c«oc^or-<7)ioSa>.-ir-(t-.osooi^ 

W»-HtOoO*^COCiC^lC\]C*OcOv_)C-Jc-3COlOaDtD?DrHO 


C^C-IrHMrHC^COM«IOtfiC 


SOOWOC-'OcOeDOSCOCOOOaiOCOfMl^t—  t—MrH 
c-cD«.coco^-cDoO'^coT-too^^air^'»rco'^lO(^J 

Otoos^t^^eoajirsoo-ffMoocoi-HiocooMOd 

WWOOS  CO<='COW55c:iMMOOn'tHCt3COL-^ 


b-»A0O  c 


O  rHOOt- 


oocomOiMooan-i 

MO^COCUDCOt-I 


-  O  -^  Oi  <=>         CO  - 


>OpO(MiOOoOOlpC>' 


?  O  ^  O  O  CO  o  c 


OO'^lrtCOOcD'^O'-'OCOlOO'-HQtOOU^t— <Z) 


iH  n*  lo  lo  c 

t*00  C7S  Ci  C^ 

1-H  CsltD  O  >5  CO  tH 


5;ot-<^jCO;^a>'riGO>nGD<:raiocoo5Cot-0'*'^t- 

i  t^  »— I  CO  <^  "^  C*i  CO  ^J  CiO  1"^  ^'  — "       •       ■  —  ■ 


IcQ  rH  ffJ  tH  C-1  CO  (NTcO*"!- 


T-f^THT:f400t-C0C0MO0iT-<c0C0rHl. 


-COt-rHf^iOOrHl 


irtjs  boa 


.£-2 
-^2 


u.S    ^—    bC'fi  Jj" 

fe        ,  o  w  .i!  t-i -C  Trt  ?  o  o  -  -  -    - 


^^ 


•  MO. 


-j  <i;  aj  Qj  dj 


!l0il'-'OO>-|<D;S|S.S4-J*J^Ooo>fert 


3.C 


3  w  M -<i^  irt  c£)  t 


i5!??^3;!5SS;S22SE3 


302 


PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


)      w.o 


•nen'epidoJclclB    Bj^jg 


•sssodjnd  Suipimq 
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XBj      JO      junoiuB      Ib:)oi, 
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•uon'BiJdOJCIdB   a^Bjs 


•sasodjnd  Snipiinq 

puB      lOOllOB      JOJ      PSIA3I 

XB^     JO     lanotuB     iB^oi 
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pajAai    sniui    JO    jsquinN 


'sasodjnd  looqoB  joj 
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•sasodjnd  Suipimq 
puB  looqos  joj  pajAai 
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•non'BiJdojadB   ai^js 


"sasodJnd  Sujpitnq  joj 
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•sar^iiR'^U  JO  ssaoxa  uj  s9DjnosaH 


•S3jn;ipu8dxa  ib;oj. 


"sasuadxa   jaq^o 

II'B        pUB        SJO;03[100        JO 
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aouv\d<ios(ldv    a^Bis 


■sasodjnd  Suipjtnq 

pUB      lOOqOS      JOJ      pB!A3[ 


■s9socIancl  Sutpiinq  joj 
P3IA9[    snttu    jo  "aaqiun2\[ 


•sasodjnd  looqos  joj 
P3!.\s[    siiiui    JO    jaqtunM 


■qjuoui  jad  4303 


•aouBpua^ 
-i-8  JO   -juaa  jad  a^isjaAv 
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•sa[-BLa  JO  JaquiriM 

01 

s 

<1> 

•qjuoui  J3d 
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•qjuoui  Jad 
saiBiu  JO  itiBiBg   aSBjaAv 

■saiBiuaj  JO  jaqiunx 

•sajBin  JO  jaqmnj^ 
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1S54 1,525 

1S55 1,445 

1856 1,610 

1857 1,677 

1858 1,709 

1S59 1,755 

1860 1,766 

1861 1,788 

1862 1,808 

1863 1,820 

1864 1,825 

1865 1,837 

1866 1,863 

1867 1,SS9 

1868 1,918 

1869 1,971 
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1871 2,023 

1872 2,029 
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1874 2,070 

1875 2,089 

1876 2,103 

1877 2,144 

1878 2,186 
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1880 2,192 

1881 2,208 

1882 2,214 

1883 2,230 

1884 2,240 
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1886 2,265 

1887 2,2S0 

1888 2,297 

1889 2,316 

1890 2,325 

1891 2,337 

1892 2,357 

1893 2,386 

1894 2,411 

1895 2,443 

1896 2,477 

1897,   2,481 

1898 2,490 

1899 2,492 

190O 2,509 

1901 2,515 

1902 2,532 

1903 2,544 

1904,   2,558 

1905 2,560 

1906 2,571 

1907 2,573 
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13,2841^ 

13,5881/2 
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14,9781/2 

15,3151/2 

15,610 

15,85014 

16,0871/2 

16,279 

16,585 

16,7601/2 

17,070 

17, 403 

17,751 

18,029 

18,300 

18,721 

19,054 

19,365 

19,758 

20,190 

20,653 

21,134 

21,553 

22,253 

22,822 

23,451 

29,983 
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24,818 

25,455 
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26,583 

26,966 

27,395 

27,993 
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5  m. 
5  m. 
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5  m.  10 
5  m.    9 
5  m.  12 
5  m.  14 
5  m.  191/2 
5  m.  10% 
5  m.  191/2 
5  m.  20% 
5  m.  21 

5  m.  21% 

6  m.  22 

6  m.    6% 
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6.38 
6.17 
6.37 
6.25 
6.28 
6.62 
6.66 
6.40 
6.74 
6.71 
6.71 
7.17 
7.45 
7.33 
7.40 
7.41 
7.74 
7.71 
7.62 
7.71 
7.63 
7.69 
7.75 
8.09 
8.04 
8.05 
8.08 
7.80 
8.14 
8.16 
8.16 
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11,967 

12,113 

32,357 

12,484 

12,828 

13,058 

13,003 

14,297 

14,380 

14,442 

14,668 

14,286 

15.504 

15,209 

15,504 

15,670 

16,097 

16,842 

10,784 

17,459 

17,664 

18,101 

IS. 314 

18,710% 

18,912% 

19,153 

19,305 

19,277 

19,715 

19,875 

20,290 

20,639 

21,481 

21,481 

21,168 

21,393 

21,886 

22,231 

22,556 

23,085 

23,2.53 

22,993 

23,603 

24,174 

24,716 

25,358 

26,878 

26,453 

26,990 

27,683 

28,372 

28,428 

29,193 

29,240 


$29  31 

2:i  29% 

22  29 
24  00 
24  25 
24  26 

24  20 

25  08 

23  81 
23  84 
25  42 

31  82 
37  38 

35  87 

37  38 

38  18 

39  63 

40  03 

40  55 

41  58 
41  88 

40  03 

38  72 

36  34 
34  54 

32  59 
31  36 
22  64 
34  35 

36  23 

37  28 
37  66 
37  10 
37  10 
37  12 
37  57 
SS  46 

39  34 
30  S3 

41  64 
41  S4 
41  78 
41  SO 
41  71 
41  06 
41  68 

41  62 

42  14 
42  98 
44  77 
47  12 
49  91 

51  36 

52  82 


?12  81 

14  8914 

15  £5% 

16  60 

17  22 

17  79 

18  11 

19  71 
18  55 
18  56 

20  16 

24  21 
27  76 
27  51 

27  76 

29  SO 

30  55 

31  12 

31  96 

32  44 

33  33 

31  03 
30  42 

28  90 
27  35 
26  07 

25  14 

26  04 

27  19 

28  30 

29  22 
25  59 

29  29 
29  29 
29  60 
29  76 

29  83 

30  46 
30  89 

32  53 
32  55 
32  70 
32  78 
32  86 
32  50 
32  73 

32  66 

33  08 

33  34 

34  10 

35  09 
38  55 

38  92 

39  47 


488,692 
529,009 
523,754 
514,247 
569,880 
575,251 
585,660 
596,765 
615,087 
634,699 
637,785 
629,587 
666,316 
660,165 
666,316 
686,769 
695,052 
700,040 
609,802 
694,096 
716,728 
740,283 
749,311 
751,032 
771,015 
766,878 
770,349 
762,472 
776,559 
782,407 
795,091 
807.791 
820,811 
820,811 
831,367 
840,744 
849,055 
855,200 
861,083 
876,131 
915,499 
942,975 
956,734 
971,337 
999,719 
006.999 
004,485 
010,069 
,010,620 
035,196 
039,164 
046,088 
061,406 
054,706 


361,316 
365,103 
381,321 
387,139 
375,687 
366,901 
384,752 
388,063 
397,722 
399,522 
396, 701 
438,323 
414,527 
438,323 
477,775 
484,912 
495,632 
464,127 
439,393 
468,309 
472,283 
495,743 
491,038 
515,198 
595,918 
509,246 
504,912 
519,423 
532,874 
549,304 
559, 606 
570,293 
570,293 
573,041 
583,292 
574. S17 
592,249 
590,316 
610,422 
645,201 
666, ir2 
683,918 
711,111 
736,334 
729,892 
728,493 
720,116 
738, 673 
751,000 
764,119 
788,542 
784,144 
785,759 
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50 

58 
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85 

90 

93 

99 

98 

99 

9.5 

93 

92 
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75 

78 

81 

87 

89 

92 

92 

94 

96 

96 

1  00 

1  04 

1  15 

1  06 

1  29 

1  25 

1  22 

1  26 

1  29 

1  32 

1  34 

1  38 

1  45 

1  54 

1  67 

1  72 

1  79 


No.  6.  STATISTICS. 

UNDER    THE    PRESENT    LAW,    NOT    INCLUDING    PHILADELPHIA. 
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$256,735  92 

1854 

$1,127,922  61 

266,198  76 
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$110,383  96 
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1,603,814  15 
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1, ''71, 706  14 
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1,145,730  22 
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1,621,379  00 
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596, 669  09 

2,211,521  70 

458.317  61 

1866 

239,813  19 

3,616,285  23 

7.25 

5.04 

3,489,237  31 
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1,357,726  99 

2,019,109  93 
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2,560,137  42 

3,010,690  33 

807,713  82 

1870 

318,451  34 

5,016,801  73 

7.71 

6.58 

6,023,451  04 
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6,808,917  e9 

l,6CO,131  62 

3,596,004  47 

1,632.651  94 

1874 

533,625  13 

5,983,004  90 

6.33 

3.14 

7,1!47.2G3  G3 

1,722,103  54 

3,7.?5,3«9  66 

1,961.341  60 

1875 

f         728,207  19 

6,003,443  31 
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6,918,811  03 

1,245,387  23 

3,S26,987  12 

2,006,833  88 

1876 

823,784  S2 

5,627,943  56 

5.96 

3.75 

6,6-3,273  00 

961,915  C2 

3,724,728  80 

1,948,470  40 

1877 

723,082  57 

5,289,646  25 
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2.30 

6,229,714  59 

877,382  06 

3,651,883  CO 

1,817.934  11 

1878 

497,030  76 

4,923,874  62 
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6,282,110  78 

878,808  93 

3,544,552  72 

1,672.297  20 

1879 

747,297  13 
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5.04 

2.99 

5,S59,(:09  06 

809,896  51 

3,606,911  82 

1,584,365  92 

1880 

865,819  70 

5,031,779  70 

5.08 
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1.067,471  34 

3,673,225  83 

1,703.224  99 
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684,127  86 

5,452,902  28 
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1,687,912  96 
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5,676,545  57 
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1889 

1,206,204  94 

7,923,622  43 

5.88 

3.34 

9,851,095  75 

2,131.322  71 

5,438,587  21 

2,656.938  93 

1890 

1,564,603  81 

8,001.1''7  ?2 

5.96 

3  22 

8,4"0.909  25 

2,892,667  68 

5,693,332  84 

2.829,690  06 

1891 

1,560,267  38 

8,187,893  57 

5.86 

3.' 4  7 

10..'!20.029  55 

2,3-8,780  77 

6.028,019  91 

2,378,780  77 

1892 

2,501,116  80 

7,776,101  r2 

4.54 

2.74 

10,2^9,198  07 

2.079.271  21 

6,672,850  02 

2,5?5.96S  49 

1893 

4,039.766  22 

8,677,582  67 

4.40 

3.20 

11.131,332  03 

2,834,091  22 

6,993,022  56 

3,637.038  74 

1894 

4,432,647  24 

8,5!!8,542  71 

4.52 

2.75 

12.053,899  69 

3.182.749  40 

7,206,202  88 

3,912.622  13 

1893 

'4,439,752  79 

9,926,162  78 

4.99 

2.88 

12,424,198  47 

3.297,416  07 

7.460.547  01 

4,016,808  96 

1896 

4,3S9,029  79 

9,351,011  31 

4.83 

2.88 

13,528,246  38 

3,296,294  14 

7,839.216  45 

4,104,615  52 

1897 

4,391,574  31 

9,725,229  60 

3.14 

1.64 

13.276,078  CO 

2,933,843  23 

8,020,3  6  81 

4,095,817  (3 

1898 

4,637,585  07 

10,078,540  87 

3.78 

2.58 

13,992,387  52 

2,736,897  04 

8,3.-8,092  99 

4.402.261  43 

1899 

4,622,822  98 

10,500,962  67 

5.12 

2.64 

15,224,091  77 

3,061,523  90 

8,772,566  65 

4. 714, 192  S2 

1930 

4,2ri1,l.-4  93 

10,887,613  25 

5.18 

2.77 

16.314,489  32 

3,394.531  34 

8,874,295  97 

4,819,126  03 

1901 

4,355,601  04 

12,687,415  80 

5.23 

2.,«8 

20,786,934  07 

3,186.783  18 

9.302.405  95 

5,182.928  92 

1902 

4.(^5S,210  43 

]7,7S1,589  84 

5.51 

2.95 

17.781.589  84 

3,647,771  24 

9.950,491  38 

5,386,212  07 

1903 

4,F97,el6  S3 

13,085,707  94 

5.83 

1.52 

18,S60  273  03 

3,675,240  30 

10. 303. 035  43 

6,119,444  34 

1904 

4,576,413  32 

14,866,554  00 

6.29 

1.49 

21,480,604  98 

4.581.273  53 

11,237,161  96 

6,493,623  31 

1905 

4,483,153  51 

15,981,970  73 

6.63 

1.60 

23,196.386  38 

4,730,329  65 

11,858,661  36 

6,831,798  48 

1906 

4,525,545  67 

16,736,672  21 

6.85 

1.63 

23,918.787  47 

4,306,677  81 

12,402,096  68 

7,195,515  70 

1907 
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Distribution  of  State  Aid  to  Normal  School  Students  for  the  ScLool 
year  Ending  June,  11)U7. 


First,    

Second 

Third 

Fourtli,    .... 

Fifth,    

Sixth,    

Seventh,    ... 

Eighth 

Ninth,    

Tenth,    

Eleventh,  .. 
Twelfth,  ... 
Thirteenth, 

Total, 


West   Chester,    

MiUersville 

Kutztown 

East    Slroudsburg, 

Mansfield 

Bloonisburg 

Shippensburg,     

Lock   Haven,     

Indiana 

California,     

Slippery    Rock,    . . . 

Edinboro,     

Clarion 


619  00 
414  50 
60S  50 
m  50 
144  CO 
452  So 
587  00 
953  00 
S51  00 
S57  00 
400  00 
864  50 
232  50 


Note. — The  above  amounts  paid  the  tuition  of  the  students  in   full,    the   State   thus  furnishing 
free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves  for  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 


CORNPLANTEK  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 


lii'ceijjts  and  expenditures  for  suliuol  year  ending  June,  1U07,  for 
the  Coruplanter  Indian  School,  situated  on  the  Allegheny  river  in 
>\  arren  county,  as  certified  to  by  O.  J.  Gunning,  superintendent  of 
Schools  of  Warren  county,  as  per  act  of  Assembly,  approved  April 
10,  1905. 

Receipts. 

Appropriation  for  school  year  ending  June,  1900, $500  00 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's  wages,  8  months  at  |45  per  month,.  .       $800  00 

Fuel  and  drainage, 83  05 

Books  and  supplies,   30  32 

Repairs  and  miscellaneous  expenses, 5  50 

Deficit  from  1906 1  33 

Total,   .|480  20 

Balance  on  hand,   |19  80 

Males.  Females. 

Number  of  pupils  belonging  to  school 8  13 

Percentage  of  attendance  during  term 78  89 

Cost  per  month  per  pupil, |2  82 
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TOWNSlIir  IIKill  SCHOOLS  KXTITLKDTO  .\  IM'ROIMUATION. 


Followinji-  is  a  list  ol'  lowiislii])  Iii.uli  schools  which  received  a  pro 
rata  sliare  of  the  appropriation  (o  (ownshij)  hij^h  .schools  for  the 
school  year  eiulinji;  June,   1!»0T. 

The  appropriation  made  by  the  Lej^islature  to  these  schools  for 
the  year  was  |1(M),(I()0,  which  enabh-d  (he  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  to  pay  75  per  cent,  of  the  amount  to  which  the  several 
schools  were  entitled.  First  grade  schools  should  have  received 
|80();  second  grade.  |G()();  and  third  grade,  $400,  but  the  appropria- 
tion was  only  sufiRcient  to  pay  first  grade  schools  |()00;  second  grade, 
|4o0;  and  third  grade,  .f:^(IO. 

A.  township  liigh  school  maintaining  a  four  year  course  of  study 
beyond  the  common  branches  constitutes  a  first  grade  school;  one 
maintaining  a  three  years  course,  a  second  grade  school;  and  one 
maintaining  a  two  vears  course,  a  third  grade  school. 


County.  Township. 


ALLEGHB'NY Bethel,    .. 

Finley,  .. 
'Harrison, 
Shaler,    .. 


ARMSTRONG,     Bradys  Bend, 

BEAVER Harmony,     ... 


BEDFORD,    Broad  Top, 

Liberty,    ... 


BERKS,    Caernarvon,    .... 

Cumru,     

Heidelberg 

Lower  Heidelberj 
Longswamp, 

Marion,    

Oley 

Ontelaunee 

iPerry ,    

Spring,    


Amount 

received. 

$.nno  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

30O  00 

450  00 

450  00 

300  00 

30O  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

BLAIR,     Tyrone,     300  00 

BRADFORD,     Orwell,    450  00 

Wyalusing,    450  00 

Herrick,     300  00 

Smithfield 300  00 

Warren  Center,    300  00 

Burling-ton 300  00 

• 

BUCKS Durham,    450  00 

Doylestown 300  00 

Falls,     ■ 300  00 

Lower  Makefield,    3O0  00 

33— 5— 190T 
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County. 


BUTLER, 


CAMBRIA 
CARBON, 

CENTRE, 


CHESTER, 


CLARION, 


CLEARFIELD, 


CLINTON, 


Amount 
Township.  received. 

Middletown 300  00 

New  Britain 300  00 

Nockamix  on ,     300  00 

Northampton 300  00 

Solebury,     300  00 

Soutliampton 300  GO 

Springfield,    300  00 

Concord 300  00 

Franklin 300  00 

Muddy  Creek ,    300  00 

Penn 300  00 

Reade 450  00 

Adams 300  00 

Mauch  Chunk,   450  00 

Lower  Towamensing,    300  00 

Walker,    450  00 

Benner 300  00 

Boggs,     300  00 

College,    300  00 

Ferguson,    ..    300  00 

Gregg,     300  00 

Haines ,    300  00 

Harris,    300  00 

Liberty 300  00 

Miles,     300  00 

Spring,     300  00 

Worth 300  OO 

Basttown,     600  00 

Tredyffrin 600  00 

West  Fallowfield,    450  00 

East  Marlborough 450  00 

East   Nottingham 450  00 

West  Bradford,    300  00 

East  Brandy  wine,   300  00 

East  Coventry 300  00 

North    Coventry, 300  00 

East  Goshen,    300  00 

Honey  Brook 300  00 

West   Nantmeal 300  00 

New  Garden 300  00 

New  London,    300  00 

West  Nottingham 300  00 

East  Pikeland 300  00 

West   Pikeland 300  00 

Uwchlan 300  00 

West  Vincent,   300  00 

Wallace 30O  00 

East  Whiteland ,    300  00 

Porter 300  00 

Red  Bank,    300  00 

Salem 300  00 

Beccaria 300  00 

Bigler,     300  00 

Huston,    300  00 

Lawrence,    300  00 

Morris,    300  00 

Penn 300  00 

Sandy,    300  00 

Woodward .•. 300  00 

Lamar ,x    450  00 

Noyes 450  00 

Pine  Creek 300  00 

Porter,    300  00 
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Amount 
County.  Township.  received. 

COLUMBIA Mifllin 450  00 

P>caver 300  00 

Briar  Creek : 300  00 

Center 300  00 

Fishing  Creek 300  00 

Hemlock,    300  00 

Locust 300  00 

Madison 300  00 

Roaring  Creek 300  00 

Scott 300  00 

Sugarloaf 300  00 

CRAWFORD Bloomfield 300  00 

Cussewago 300  00 

East  Fallowfield,    300  00 

West  Fallowneld 300  00 

Hayfield 300  00 

Bast  Mead 300  00 

Randolph 300  00 

Summit 300  00 

Wayne 300  00 

CUMBERLAND,    South  Middleton 300  00 

Newton 300  00 

Penn 300  00 

East   Pennsboro,    300  00 

DAUPHIN Derry 450  00 

Wiconisco 450  00 

Williams,    450  00 

Upper  Swatara,    30O  00 

DELAWARE Radnor 600  00 

Upper  Darby 450  00 

Unper  Chichester 300  00 

Lower   Chichester 300  00 

Haverford 30O  OO 

Upper  Providence 300  00 

Nether  Providence 300  00 

ELK,    Benezette,    450  00 

Fox 450  00 

Horton,    450  00 

Jones,    450  00 

Spring  Creek 450  00 

Highland 300  00 

Jay 300  00 

Millstone 300  00 

Rldgway 300  00 

EiRIE,     Mill  Creek,   600  00 

Girard 600  00 

Springfield,    600  00 

Harbor  Creek 450  00 

Amity,    300  00 

Elk  Creek 300  00 

Fairview,    300  00 

Greenfield,     300  00 

Summit 300  00 

Venango,     300  00 

Washington 300  00 

FAYETTE, Connellsville 300  00 

Dunhar 300  00 

German ,     300  00 

Perry,    300  00 

North  Union   300  00 

FOREST Jenks 450  00 

Hickory 300  00 
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Amount 
County.  Township.  received. 

FRANKLIN,    Metal 300  00 

Peters,    . .-. 300  00 

Quincy,     300  00 

Washington,      300  00 

FULTON,     Wells,      300  00 

HUNTINGDON,    Spruce   Creek,    300  00 

JEFFERSON Eldred 300  00 

Snyder 300  00 

Washington 300  00 

LACKAWANNA South   Abington 300  00 

Carbondale,     300  00 

Fell 3G0  00 

Madison 300  00 

LANCASTER East  Donegal 450  00 

Bart,    300  00 

East  Cocalieo 300  00 

Colerain ,    300  OO 

Conoy,     300  00 

Drumore,     300  00 

East  Earl 300  00 

West   Earl 300  00 

Fulton,    30O  00 

East  Hempfield 300  00 

Upper   Leacock,    300  00 

Little  Britain,    300  00 

Paradise 300  OO 

LAWRENCE,   North  Beaver 300  OO 

Hickory 300  OO 

Pulaski ,     300  00 

Scott 303  00 

Slippery  Rock,    300  00 

LEBANON,    Jackson,     450  00 

North  Annville 300  00 

South  Annville,    300  00 

Cornwall ,     300  00 

West  Cornwall,    300  00 

Heidelberg- 300  00 

South  Lebanon,    300  00 

North  Londonderry 300  00 

Millcreek, 300  00 

LEHIGH,     Upper   Milford .300  00 

Salisbury 300  00 

White   Ha  11 ,    3C0  00 

North  White  Hall,    200  00 

LUZERNE Hazle,      600  00 

Plymouth,      ....    450  00 

LYCOMING,    M'clntyre 450  00 

Brown 300  CO 

Clinton,    300  00 

Limestone,     300  00 

McKEAN,    Foster,    450  00 

Hamlin,    300  00 

MERCER     Lackawannock 300  00 

Pymatuning-,   300  00 
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County. 


MIFFLIN, 


,  Brown, 
Armagh, 
Derry,    . 

Menno, 
ITniiin, 


Townsliip. 


Amount 

"eceived. 

600  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

MONROE 

MONTGOMERY, 


.Coolliaugh, 


300  00 


.Cheltenham 

Lower    Mei'ion,    .. 

Abington 

Moreland 

Upper  Gwynedd, 

Plymouth 

West   Pottsgrove, 
Whitpain 


NORTHAMPTON, 


,  Betlilehem 

Lehigh 

Upper  Mount  Bethel, 
Lower  Saucon,    


NORTHUMBERLAND, 


East  Chillisquaque, 
West   Chillisquaque, 

Coal 

Delaware, 

Ralpho,     

Zertae,      


600 

00 

600 

00 

450 

00 

450 

00 

300 

00 

.300 

00 

300  00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300  00 

300 

00 

300  00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300  00 

300 

00 

PIKE,     .. 
POTTER, 


.Delaware, 


300  00 


.Harrison,  .. 
Stew^ardson , 
Genesee,    ... 

Hector 

Portage.     .. . 
Roulette,    ... 


SCHUYLKILL, 


.Union, 
Branch . 
Cass,    ... 
Delano, 
Fl-ailey, 
Hegins. 


600 

00 

450 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

450 

00 

300  00 

300 

00 

300  00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

SNYDER,    .. 
SULLIVAN , 


.Washington, 

.Cherry 

Colley,     

Davidson,  ., 
Elkland,  ... 
Hillsgrove, 


300  00 


SUSQUEHANNA, 


.Auburn,    .. 
Brooklyn, 
Harford,    .. 
Herrick,     . 

Rush 

Springville, 


TIOGA, 
UNION, 


,  Bloss,     . 

Hartley, 
Lewis,    . 


VENANGO, 


.Oakland 

Richland,  . . . 
Rockland,  ... 
Sugar  Creek, 


300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300  00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300 

00 

300  00 

300  00 
300  03 

300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
300  00 
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County.  Township. 

WARREN,    Sheffield 

Brokenstraw,     

Conewango,     

Corydon,    

Far  mingtcn 

Freehold 

Glade 

Kinzua 

Pine    Grove,    

Spring-  Creek,    

Sugar  Grove 

WASHINGTON,    ..    Cecil 

Mount   Pleasant 

North  Strabane,   

East  Bethlehem 

Cross  Creek,    

Independence,     

Morris 

Peters, 

Robinson,    

WAYNE,    Damascus,      

Clinton,    

Dreher,     

Lake,     

Mount  Pleasant,    

Buckingham 

Lehigh,     

Preston,     

Texas 

WESTMORELAND East  Huntingdon 

Allegheny 

Bridgeport,     

Mount   Pleasant,    

• 

WYOMING Noxen 

Monroe,    

YORK,     Codorus,     

Fawn 


Amount 

received. 

450  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

450  00 

450  00 

450  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

.600  00 

450  00 

450  00 

450  OO 

450  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

450  00 

300  00 

300  00 

300  00 

450  00 

300  00 

600  00 

300  00 

No.  5.  STATISTICS.  619 

Average   Monthly   Wages   of   Male  Teachers   by  Counties   for   the    School   Year 

Ending  June  3,  1907. 


1.  Allegheny,    " $98  00 

2.  Delaware S8  33 

3.  Elk 78  05 

4.  Lackawanna '. 73  46 

5.  McKean 72  18 

6.  Luzerne 67  11 

7.  Wej-tmoreland,    66  78 

8.  Chester 64  53 

9.  Beaver 62  89 

10.  Warren.    62  37 

11.  Montgomery 62  19 

12.  Fayette,     61  44 

13.  Washington.    60  83 

14.  Schuylkill, 60  19 

15.  Jefferson,    58  78 

16.  Cambi  ia 58  47 

17.  Venango 57  75 

]  8.  Cameron ,     57  61 

19.  Carbon ,     57  50 

20.  Potter 57  07 

21.  Erie 56  74 

22.  Blair 55  97 

23.  Tioga 54  87 

24.  Susquehanna,    53  96 

25.  Bucks,     53  91 

26.  Northampton,     53  55 

27.  Butler,     52  55 

28.  Lancaster,    52  54 

29  Lehigh,     52  25 

20.  Wayne,    51  38 

31.  Dauphin 50  93 

32.  Bradford 50  92 

33.  Clearfield,    50  47 

34.  Northumberland 49  12 

25.  Crawford 49  02 

26.  Clinton 48  96 

37.  Mercer 48  15 

38.  Columbia,    48  04 

S9.  Armstrong,    47  87 

40.  Sullivan,    47  72 

41.  Lawrence,    47  67 

42.  Lebanon,     47  06 

4.3.  Pike 46  42 

44.  Greene 46  22 

45.  Lycoming, 46  10 

46.  Somerset,    ; 45  99 

47.  Forest 45  80 

48.  Clarion,    45  67 

49.  Wyoming,    45  49 

50.  aOfflin,    45  49 

51.  Cumberland 44  64 

52.  Centre,    44  47 

53.  Indiana,    44  12 

54.  lYanklin 43  95 

55.  Monroe 43  31 

56.  Bedford 42  68 

57.  York 42  54 

58.  Berks,    4196 

59.  Montour 41  82 

60.  Union 41  73 

61.  Perry,    41  57 

62.  Huntingdon 41  39 

63.  Juniata,    41  00 

64.  Adams 40  51 

65.  Snvder 37  99 

66.  Fulton,     36  18 
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Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June,   3,  1907. 


1.  Allegheny $55  21 

2.  Washington,    48  53 

3.  Westmoreland,    48  53 

4.  Delaware,    47  78 

5.  Fayette 46  11 

6.  Lancaster 44  71 

7.  Beaver,   44  29 

8.  Montgomery,    43  24 

9.  Bucks,     43  06 

10.  Elk 42  94 

11.  Camhria ,     42  79 

12.  Greene 42  77 

13.  Schuylkill ,     - 42  64 

14.  McKean ,    42  19 

15.  Butler 41  66 

16.  Blair 41  58 

17.  Luzerne,     41  55 

18.  Chester,    41  47 

19.  Lebanon ,    41  33 

20.  Northampton,     40  64 

21.  Lackawanna, 40  16 

22.  Jefferson,     40  07 

23.  Venango 39  93 

24.  Armstrong 39  33 

25.  Forest,     39  26 

26.  Lehigh 39  13 

27.  Lawrence 39  00 

28.  Dauphin 38  78 

29.  Carbon ,     38  76 

30.  Clearfield 38  69 

31.  Cameron,    38  62 

32.  Somerset,    38  44 

33.  Indiana,    38  3D 

34.  Northumberland 38  28 

35.  Cumberland,    38  26 

36.  Mifflin , 38  05 

37.  Erie ,    37  98 

38.  Warren ,    37  92 

39.  Franklin 3 '  91 

40.  Lycoming 37  82 

41.  Monroe 37  74 

42.  Union ,     37  6o 

43.  York 37  55 

44.  Mercer 37  37 

45.  Clarion,    37  14 

46.  Clinton ,    - 36  89 

47.  Berks 3b  87 

48.  Adams 36  82 

49.  Columbia 36  82 

50.  Bedford,     36  72 

51.  Tioga , 36  64 

52.  Bradford ^^  ^" 

53.  Centre,    36  48 

54.  Pott er 36  47 

55.  Crawford 36  37 

56.  Susquehanna ,    oc  o^ 

57.  Pike,   36^0 

58.  Sullivan ,    36  19 

59.  Montour,      36  Oo 

60.  Huntingdon,     36  01 

61.  Wayne,    3o  7< 

62.  Perry,    35  70 

63.  Juniata,     fix 

64.  Wyoming,    ^°  °^ 

65.  Snyder 


66.  Fulton, 


35  10 
35  10 


No.  5.  STATISTICS.  521 

Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term   by  Counties  for  the  School  Year 

Ending  June  3,   1907. 


1.  Delaware 944 

2.  Allegheny,    9  43 

3.  Lackawanna 9.39 

4.  Montgomery 9.32 

5.  Bucks 8.95 

6.  Northampton ,     8.84 

T.Schuylkill,    8.76 

8.  Luzerne 8.61 

9.  Chester,    8.6O 

10.  Dauphin,    8.53 

11.  Lehigh 8.47 

12.  Carbon 8.47 

13.  Northumberland 8.37 

14.  Erie 8.32 

15.  Berks,    8.30 

16.  Blair,     8.22 

17.  McKean,     8.07 

18.  Beaver 8.06 

19.  Lawrence ,     8.03 

20.  Venango 7.94 

21.  Warren,    7.90 

22.  Washington ,     7.86 

23.  Lebanon,     7.85 

24.  Lancaster,     7.84 

25.  Westmoreland,     7.83 

26.  Mercer 7.78 

27.  Montour,       7.77 

28.  Cambria 7.74 

29.  Columbia 7.74 

30.  Lycoming,    7.73 

31.  Crawford,    7.71 

32.  York 7.68 

33.  Fayette 7.64 

34.  Cumberland 7.60 

35.  Potter,    7.57 

36.  Elk, 7.57 

37.  Cameron 7.54 

38.  Forest 7.51 

39.  Bradford 7.50 

40.  Armstrong 7.49 

41.  Pike,     7.48 

42.  Tioga,    7.46 

43.  Monroe,     7.46 

44.  Clearfield T.46 

45.  Mifflin,    7.44 

46.  Wayne,     7.42 

47.  Wyoming 7-42 

47.  Franklin,     7.40 

49.  Clinton 7.39 

50.  Jefferson •  7.33 

51.  Perry 7.29 

52.  Centre 7.27 

53.  Butler 7.26 

54.  Adams , ••....  7.21 

55.  Huntingdon 7.19 

56.  Somerset,     ^-J^ 

57.  Clarion 4|^ 

58.  Greene l'}^ 

59.  Union,    '-j^ 

60.  Indiana,    ^'I^ 

61.  Juniata,    ^•^" 

62.  Snyder 

63.  Bedford 

64.  Fulton 

65.  Susquehanna 

66.  Sullivan 
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7.07 
7.07 
7.04 
7.02 
6.98 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINP]  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY FOR  THE   SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  3,    1907.  . 


Counties. 
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1.  Adams 

2.  Allegheny,     1,958 

3.  Armstrong 

4.  Beaver 

5.  Bedford 

6.  Berks S30 

7.  Blair ; 

8.  Bradford,    

9.  Bucks 91 

10.  Butler 

11.  Cambria 

12.  Cameron 

13.  Carbon 29 

14.  Centre,     

15.  Chester 99 

16.  Clarion 

17.  Clearfield 

18.  Clinton 

19.  Columbia 

20.  Crawford.     PiO 

21.  Cumberland 36 

22.  Dauphin,     227 

23.  Delaware "09 

24.  Elk 

25.  Erie 251 

26.  Fayette,     

27.  Forest,      

28.  Franklin 

29.  Fulton 

30.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon 

32.  Indiana 

33.  Jefferson 

34.  Juniata 

35.  Lackawanna 514 

36.  Lancaster,     135 

37.  Lawrence 

38.  Lebanon 

39.  Lehigh.      160 

40.  Luzerne 34 

41.  Lycoming 

42.  McKean 

43.  Mercer 

44.  Mifflin 

45.  Monroe 

46.  Montgomery,     432. 

47.  Montour 

48.  Northampton 219 

49.  Northumberland 25 

50.  Perry, 

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter 

53.  Schuylkill 191 

54.  Snyder.    

65.  Somerset 

.56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna 

.58.  Tioga 

.^9.  Union, 

fiO.  Venango 

61.  Warren 

62.  Washington 

63.  Wayne 

64.  Westmoreland,     

65.  Wyoming 

66.  York 

Total 5,090 

Philadelphia ; 4,209 

Total,      9,299 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  SFVTTRat 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT.  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTH f  RE 
SPECTIVELY  FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JUNE  3     1907. 


Counties. 
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Adams 

Allegheny 

Armstrong, 

Beaver 

Bedford .'...'..'.'.'.'."."" 

Berks,     

Blair ..........'.'.""." 

Bradford 

Bucks 

Butler !...].'.'.'.'.'!.".'.' 

Cambria ... 

Cameron .... 

Carbon 2 

Centre 

Chester, i 

Clarion 

Clearfield .'..'.'.'..'.'.'.'.'.'.".'."  ."  " 

Clinton 

Columbia ... 

Crawford \.. ........ ..  i 

Cumberland 1 

Dauphin i 

Delaware "  ir 

Elk ;  ..;.■.■.■.■.■." ; 

Erie "i 

Fayette ..'.'. 

Forest      

Franl^lin 

Fulton ..y...... ......  .'..'. 

Greene 

Huntingdon .  . 

Indiana 

Jefferson ,      

Juniata __  [[[[ 

Dackawanna,     ]]  3 

lyancaster i 

Lawrence '_'[ 

Lebanon .... 

Lehigh 4 

Luzerne .........  i 

Lycoming ' 

McKean .... 

Mercer 

Mifflin ...................'. 

Monroe 

Montgomery 24 

Montour, 

Northampton • 6 

Northumberland ..  i 

Perry 

Pike      

Potter 

Schuylkill '.'.  '"{a 

Snyder '.'.'..'.'." 

Somerset \ " 

Sullivan \...] ............. .[[ 

Susquehanna 

Tioga .'!.'.'.'.'.'.'!.'! 

Union 

Venango, .... 

Warren 

Washington .' ' .' 

Wayne .... 

Westmoreland 

Wyoming 

York .'.■.■.■.■ 

Total m 
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Total ^ 
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Estimated  Value  of  School  Property  in  Counties,  Including   Cities  and  Boroughs 
for   School    year    Ending    June    3,    1907. 


Adams .$217 ,  075  72 

Allegheny 16, 580, 701  44 

Armstrong 461,136  00 

Beaver s 806,201  76 

Bedford 243,744  70 

Berks 2,236,822  91 

Blair 1,478,400  00 

Bradford ,    435 ,  775  00 

Bucks,     582,615  00 

Butler 522 ,  464  52 

Cambria,     1,445,700  00 

Cameron 76,352  00 

Carbon,    492,250  00 

Centre,    312 , 712  02 

Chester 1,243,202  00 

Clarion 232 ,750  00 

Clearfield,     782,609  50 

Clinton,    312,350  00 

Columbia 403,100  00 

Crawford,    615,047  40 

Cumberland 501,910  67 

Dauphin 1,806, "99  00 

Delaware,     1,836,705  86 

Elk,     313 , 050  00 

Erie 1 ,  591 ,  765  00 

Fayette 1,310,450  00 

Forest 90,150  00 

Franklin,     444,800  00 

Fulton 41,700  00 

Greene,   346,700  00 

Huntingdon 300,600  00 

Indiana 334 ,  380  00 

Jefferson,     496,162  00 

Juniata,    100, SOO  00 

Lackawanna 3,112,317  19 

Lancaster,    1,778,075  00 

Lawrence 753, 687  96 

Lebanon,    768,768  82 

Lehigh 1,430 ,  616  97 

Luzerne,     .  j 2,841,431  00 

Lycoming,    789 ,  144  44 

McKean 589 ,  400  00 

Mercer,     756, 300  00 

Mifflin 267 ,  969  13 

Monroe 158,750  00 

Montgomery 2,136,321  94 

Montour 149 ,  600  00 

Northampton 1,600,367  08 

Northumberland 1,293,050  00 

Perry 183 ,  550  00 

Pike    '               67,050  00 

Potter,    291,000  00 

Schuylkill,    1,662,225  17 

Snyder,     107, 450  00 

Somerset,    444,820  00 

Sullivan 71,500  00 

Susquehanna,   239,155  00 

Tioga                                    276,630  00 

Union',   .' 135 ,125  00 

Venango ,     700 ,  200  00 

Warren                              570,325  00 

Washington,    1,799,295  00 

Wayne                                212,409  48 

Westmoreland,    2,098,449  81 

Wyoming,   135, 700  00 

York,     . 1, 611 , 213  74 

rj'otoj                                                                   $68,028,480  21 

Philadelphia, ■■.■.■;.■.■.■.■.■.■  .■■;.■.■ 15,428,938  00 

Total,     $83,457,418  21 
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Number  of  Permament  Ceitiflcates  issued  from  June  1,  1906  to  June  1,  1907. 


Counties. 


No. 


Ailams 3 

AlleKlieny,     84 

Ainistiong' 14 

Beaver,    5 

Bedford 10 

Berks C 

Blair 6 

Bucks IS 

Butler 6 

Cambria 23 

Cameron,     2 

Carbon 3 

Centre 1 

Chester 9 

Clarion 11 

Clearfield 10 

Cumberland 10 

Dauphin 13 

Delaware 9 

Klk.     4 

Fayette 3a 

Fulton 2 

Greene 10 

Huntingdon 5 

Indiana 21 

Jefferson,    3 

Juniata,     6 


Counties. 


No. 


Lancaster 8 

Lawrence 3 

Lebanon 10 

Lehigh 10 

Luzerne 7 

Lycoming 18 

McKean 10 

Mercer 8 

Milllin 2 

Monroe 3 

Montgomery .    9 

Nortllan^ylon,     32 

Perry 4 

Potter 8 

Schuylkill 26 

Somerset,     1 

Susquehanna,    1 

Venango 10 

"Warren 4 

Washington 8 

Wayne 8 

Westmoreland 20 

Wyoming 2 

York 28 

Total 572 


Permanent  Certificate  Committees. 

Note. — The  names  given  here  are  those  appointed  to  serve  for  three  years 
from  the  first  Monday  of  December,  1907.  Where  fewer  than  three  names  are 
given  it  indicates  that  at  tlie  time  the  copy  was  made  for  the  report  (Decem- 
ber 18,  1907)  the  Department  liad  not  received  acceptances  from  all  the  ap- 
pointees. 

ADAMS  COUNTY.  BRADFORD  COUNTY. 


Homer  P.  Troup,  East  Berlin. 
Clayton  F.  Palmer,  LittlesLown. 
Maude  Miller,   Hampton. 

ALKEGHENY  COUNTY. 

T.  K.  Johnson,  Oakm.ont. 
W.  G.  Gans,  Wilmerding. 
Caroline  Ready,   Tarentum. 

ARMSTRONG  COUNTY. 

F.   W.   Goodwin,    Kittanning. 
Frances  Dixon,    Freeport. 
C.  V.  Doverspike,   Pierce. 

BEAVER    COUNTY. 

Frank  A.  Barkley,   Freedom. 
Geo.  S.  Starr,  Beaver  Fails. 


BEDFORD  COUNTY. 

Landis  Tanger,    Bedford. 
Cora  Sheeder,  Everett. 

E.  M.  Detwiler,  Saxton. 

BERKS    COUNTY. 

Wm.  C.  Sampson,   Birdsboro. 
B.  H.  Weidman,  Sinking  Spring. 
Margaret  Bean,  Kutztcwn. 

BLAIR  COUNTY. 

L.  A.  Marsh,  Hollidaysburg. 

F.  A.  Hamilton,  Bellwood. 
Carrie  E.  Fries,  Claysburg. 


Clinton  P.  McCord,   Wyalusing. 
Lena  M.  Meredith,  Towanda. 


BUCKS    COUNTY. 

EfRe  Watson,  Bristol. 

Ella  Darlington,  Doylestown. 

H.  Clinton  Neagley,  Fallsington. 

BUTLER  COUNTY. 

G.  P.  Weigle,  Prospect. 

Isaac  M.  Dyke,   Butler,  R.  F.  D.  No.  9. 

Mary  C.  O'Brien,  Butler. 

CAMBRIA  COUNTY. 

J.  C.  Williams,  Hastings. 
R.  H.  Biter,  Gallitzin. 
Katharine  B.  Ivory,  Patton. 

CAMERON    COUNTY. 

C.  E.  Plasterer,  Emporium. 

D.  B.  Peterson,  Cameron. 
Anna  Helmbrecht,  Driftwood. 

CARBON    COUNTY. 

Henry  L.  Sheetz,  Weissport. 
Clara  B.  Werner,  Weatherly. 
T.  L.  Jenkins,  East  Mauch  Chunk. 

CENTRE    COUNTY. 

C.  D.  Koch,  Philipsburg. 
J.  E.  Wagner,  Bellefonte. 
W.  P.  Hosterman,  Spring  Mills. 
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CHESTER  COUNTY. 

Elmer  E.  Hess,   Oxford. 

Geo.  W.  Hellyer,  Kennett  Square. 

Alice  P.  Dotterer,  Rosedale. 

CLARION  COUNTY. 

W.  O.  Logue,  Parkers  Landing. 
G.  B.  Whitehill,  Clarion. 
Jean  Quigley,   East  Brady. 

CLEARFIELD    COUNTY. 

F.  D.  Wingert,   Coalport. 

D.  B.  McCracken,  Brisbin. 
Mary  Reesman,   Curwensville. 

CLINTON  COUNTY. 

E.  S.  Ling,  Lock  Haven. 
Roy  Smith,  Avis. 

Mary  E.  Bower,   Renovo. 

COLUMBIA  COUNTY. 

Wm.  C.  Mauser,  Bloomsburg. 
Danl.  J.  Snyder,  Orangeville. 
Vera  Snyder,  Mifflinville. 

CRAWFORD   COUNTY. 

T.  E.  Kingsley,  Townville. 

F.  A.  McKelvey,  Linesville. 
Ogden  C.  Bole,   Venango. 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

John  Hetrick,  West  Pairview. 
Jane  McCulIough,   Newville. 
E.  R.  Brunyate,   Shippensburg. 

DAUPHIN  COUNTY. 

H.  B.  Garver,   Middletown. 

G.  W.  Henry,  Penbrook. 
Minnie  L.  Ditty,   Millersburg. 

DELAWARE   COUNTY. 

Mary  H.  Walker,  Wallingford. 

Alice  M.  Yarnall,   Lima. 

J.  Fred  Parsons,  Ridley  Park. 

ELK  COUNTY. 

G.  B.  Gerberich,  Johnsonburg. 
Isabel  Anderson,   Kersey. 
C.   M.   Rosenberry,    Ridgway. 

ERIE   COUNTY. 

J.  R.  Burns,  Erie. 
Mary  True,  Avonia. 
Fred  Shaw,  Albion. 

FAYETTE  COUNTY. 

Frank  Whooley,  Smithfield. 
H.  Geo.  May,  New  Haven. 
Mabel  Golden,   Dunbar. 


FOREST  COUNTY. 

W.  W.  Mills,  Newmansville,  R.  F.  D. 
Maud  Berlin,  Starr. 
Blanche  Hunter,  Tionesta. 

FRANKLIN  COUNTY. 

Ira  M.  Shields,   St.  Thomas. 
W.  F.  Zumbro,  Chambersburg. 
Louise  Diehl,   Greencastle. 

FULTON  COUNTY. 

Harvey  Sharpe,  Sharpe. 

H.  E.  Seville,  Enid. 

Fannie  Greathead,    McConnellsburg. 

GREENE    COUNTY. 

E.  P.  Williamson,  Jefferson. 

Albert  King,  Waynesburg. 

Bessie  Barnette,  Rock  Lick,  W.  Va. 

HUNTINGDON  COUNTY. 

Xopher  Beck,  Huntingdon. 

W.  H.  Sheeder,   Rockhill  Furnace. 

Myrtle  F.  Wright,  Mapleton  Depot. 

INDIANA  COUNTY. 

Lester  Winger,   Indiana. 

John  F.  St.  Clair,  New  Florence. 

Florence  Davis,  Brush  Valley. 

I 

JEFFERSON   COUNTY. 

W.  B.  Love,  Brockwayville. 
S.  E.  Downs,   Brookville. 
Tacy  Dempsey,  Reynoldsville. 

JUNIATA  COUNTY. 

Geo.  C.  Lyter,  Port  Royal. 
D.  M.  Marshall,  Nook. 
Ella  J.  Innis,  McCoysville. 

LACKAWANNA  COUNTY. 

M.  M.  Fryer,  Moscow. 

John  H.  Campbell,  Carbondale. 

Ella  M.  Drake,  Old  Forge. 

LANCASTER  COUNTY. 

John  S.  Simons,  Little  Britain. 
Mary  H.  Riddle,   Marietta. 
H.  E.  Gehman,  Ephrata. 

LAWRENCE   COUNTY. 

C.  W.  Cubbison,  Ellwood  City. 
Carrie  L.  Jeffery.  New  Castle. 
S.  E.  Crawford,  New  Castle. 

LEBANON  COUNTY. 

W.  M.  Heilman,  Cleona. 
Clayton  W.  Bachman,  Palmyra. 
Elizabeth  M.  Weidman,   Lebanon. 
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LEHIGH  COUNTY. 


PIKE    COUNTY. 


Chas.   A.   Heist,    Allentown,    R.    F.    D.    Thomas  N.  Woodley,  Matfvmoras. 


No.  4. 

Sarah  J.  Mclntyre,   Catasauqua. 
John  W.  Snyder,  Slatington. 

LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

P.  J.  Manley,  Pittston. 
Harvey  H.  Hoffman,  Freeland. 
George  Houck,  Ashley. 

LYCOMING  COUNTY. 

Chester  B.  Renn,  South  Williamsport. 
S.  B.  Dunlap,  Muncy. 
Margaret  Laird,  Jersey  Shore. 

McKEAN   COUNTY. 

Lillie  E.  Royer,  Eldred. 
T.  T.  Allen,  Smethport. 
F.  A.  Berkenstock,  Ludlow. 

MERCER   COUNTY. 

S.  R.  Craig,  Mercer. 

J.  B.  Edwards,  Jamestown. 

Georgiana  V/atson,  West  Middlesex. 

MIFFLIN   COUNTY. 

Mary  Lee  Black,  Newton  Hamilton. 

W.  H.  Moist,  Ryde. 

J.  W.  Billow,  Lew^istown. 

MONROE    COUNTY. 

W.  H.  Ramsey,   Stroudsburg. 
Adam  Ulshafer,   Del.  Water  Gap. 
Anna  M.  Edinger,  East  Stroudsburg. 

MONTGOMERY  COUNTY. 

E.  L.  Flack.  Abington. 
H.  S.  Gottshall,   Lansdale. 
Abigail  Wager,   Norristown. 

MONTOUR  COUNTY. 

Mont  Derr,  White  Hall. 
Prudence  Blizzard,  Danville. 
Margaret  C.   Madden,    Danville. 

NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY. 

W.  S.  Mitman,  Easton. 
I.  L.  Kenney,  Portland. 
C.  F.  Bender j^  West  Bethlehem. 


NORTHUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

A.  B.  Wallize,  Milton. 
John  A.  Young:,  Bv.nbury, 
Bertha  Surver,  Riverside. 

PERRY    COUNTY. 

J.  Thomas  Fox,  Nev/  Bloomfield. 
J.  L.  L.  Bucke,  Duncannon. 
Mary  Miller,  Newport. 


Carrie  L.  Hornbeck,  Dingman's  Fe.   y. 
Helen  B.  Rowland,  Rowland. 

POTTER  COUNTY. 

A.  B.  Benn,  Galeton. 
Joseph  Harrington,  Costello. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY. 

I.  A.  Seltzer,  Ringtown. 

E.  J.  O'Donnell,  Girardville. 

Katie  O.  Bolich,   Schuylkill  Haven. 

SNYDER  COUNTY. 

Mabel  Gutelius,   Kreamer. 

H.  C.  Hendricks,   Selins  Grove. 

David  S.  Herrold,   Port  Trevorton. 

SOMERSET  COUNTY. 

E.  A.  Zook,   Somerset. 

D.  M.  Hetrick  Windber. 
Janet  O.  McKinley,  Elk  Lick. 

SULLIVAN   COUNTY. 

W.  D.  Hinman,  Dushore. 

Mrs.  W.  E.  Gritman,  Nordmont. 

M.  R.  Black,  Estella. 

SUSQUEHANNA  COUIfTY. 

A.  A.  Killian,  Susquehanna. 
Adelaide  Jeffers,  Montrose. 
Mary  Donovan,  Thompson. 

TIOGA  COUNTY. 

H.  E.  Raesly,  Wellsboro. 
H.  F.  Walker,  Elkland. 
Carrie  Thomas,  Westfield. 

^  UNION  COUNTY. 

Stella  Houghton,  Lewisburg. 

Sadie  Nagle,  New  Berlin. 

Geo.  F.  Clapp,  Allenwood,  R.  F.  D. 

VENANGO  COUNTY. 

J.  F.  McArthur,  Station  1,   Oil  City. 
Susan  Runninger,    Franklin,    R.   F.   D. 

No.  2. 
J.  W.  Strong,  Pleasantville. 

WARREN  COUNTY. 

Fra"nk  Heinaman,  Youngsville. 
Ralph  Anderson,  Kinzua. 
Sylvia  Ball,  Warren. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

H.  L.  Hetherington,   Bentleyville. 

E.  F.  Westlake,  Wasjiington. 
Laura  Molenauer,  Canonsburg. 
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WAYNE  COUNTY. 

J.  F.  Dooley,  Waymart. 
John  D.  Storm,  Ariel. 

WESTMORELAND  COUNTY. 

Edgar  Reed,  Scottdale. 
Retta  Irwin,  Greensburg. 
J.  S.  Hart,  West  Newton. 

WYOMING    COUNTY. 


JOHNSTOWN  CITY. 

G.  B.  Murdock,  Johnstown. 
H.  S.  Weller,  Johnstown. 
Mollie  C.  Myers,  Johnstown. 

LANCASTER   CITY. 

Paul  A.  Herr,  Lancaster, 
Margaret  McCarthy,  Lancaster. 
Mary  E.  Palmer,  Lancaster. 

McKEESPORT  CITY. 


Edna  B.  Riethline,  Tunkhannock. 
John  E.  Morgan,  Nicholson. 
A.  Mae  Newberry,  Beaumont. 

YORK  COUNTY. 

E.  M.  Stahl,  Glenville. 
W.  W.  Stauffer,  Red  Lion. 
J.  F.  Heilman,  York. 

ALLEGHENY  CITY. 

Ole  Burroughs,  Allegheny. 
Nora  B.    Osburn,    Allegheny. 


ALLENTOWN  CITY. 

Fannie  McCafferty,  Allentov/n. 
E.  J.  C.  Flexer,  Allentown. 
H.  S.  Schell,  Allentown. 

ALTOONA  CITY. 

S.  H.  Replogle,  Altoona. 
Bessie  Foust,  Altoona. 
J.  J.  Hamilton,  Altoona. 

CARBONDALE   CITY. 

P.  M.  Brennan,  Carbondale. 
Amelia  Penckert,  Carbondale. 
Nellie  M.  Killeen,  Carbondale. 

CHESTER  CITY. 

S.  C.  Miller,  Chester. 


DUNMORE  BOROUGH. 

Dayton  Ellis,  Dunmore. 
T.  E.  Boland,  Dunmore. 
Catherine  Morgan,  Dunmore. 

HARRISBURG    CITY. 

S.  P.  Stambaugh,  Harrisburg. 
Maude  Kennedy,  Harrisburg. 
Carrie  L.  Faries,  Harrisburg. 

HAZLETON   CITY. 

A  D.  Thomas,  Hazleton. 
Maude  Giles,  Hazleton. 
Anna  C.  Lubrecht,  Hazleton. 


Bertha  T.  Nill,  McKeesport. 
John  F.  Bower,  McKeesport. 
Edna  L.  Taylor,   McKeesport. 

NANTICOKE  BOROUGH. 

A.  P.  Diffendafer,  Nanticoke. 
Claire  M.  Conway,  Nanticoke. 
Hannah  Jones,  Nanticoke. 

OIL  CITY. 

Anna  Thomas,  Oil  City. 
E.  M.  Broderick,  Oil  City. 
Josephine  Plante,  Oil  City. 

PITTSBURG  CITY. 

J.  M.  Hammond,  Pittsburg. 
J.  M.  Berkey,   Pittsburg. 
Kate  A.  Barry,  Pittsburg. 

POTTSTOWN  BOROUGH. 

L.  I.  Loveland,  Pottstown. 
W.  Y.  Fryer,  Pottstown. 
Helen  L.  Shenton,  Pottstown. 

READING  CITY. 

Robert  S.  Birch,  Reading. 
Emma  M.  German,  Reading. 
Nora  C.   Moyer,   Reading. 

SCRANTON   CITY. 

Henry  L.  Morgan,   Scranton. 
Jessie  Kern,  Scranton. 
Julia  McGuigan,  Scranton. 

SHARON  BOROUGH. 

J.  D.  Stark,  Sharon. 
O.  W.  Raney,  Sharon. 
Adele  Sarve,  Sharon. 

WILKEIS-BARRE  CITY. 

J.  L.  Welter.  Wilkes-Barre. 
Marion  Stnrdevant,   Wilkes-Barre. 
Nan  S.  Coughlin,  Wilkes-Barre. 

WILLIAMSPORT  CITY. 

A.  M.  Weaver,  Williamsport. 
Harvey  E.  Stabler,  Williamsport. 
Blanche  P.  Balliet,  Williamsport. 
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1 

1.  Adams,     

2.  Allegheny 

3.  Armstrong-,      

4.  Beaver 

5.  Bedford,    

6.  Berks,     . .  .T 

7.  Blair 

S.  Bradford,    

9.  Bucks 

10.  Butler 

11.  Cambria,     

12.  Cameron,     

13.  Carbon 

14.  Centre 

15.  Chester 

16.  Clarion 

17.  ClearfieM , 

18.  Clinton 

19.  Columbia 

20.  Crawford 

21.  Cumberland 

22.  Dauphin 

23.  Delaware,     

24.  Elk 

25.  Erie 

26.  Fayette 

27.  Forest 

28.  Franklin 

29.  Fulton,*     

50.  Greene 

31.  Huntingdon 

32.  Indiana,     

"3.  Jefferson,    

34.  Juniata 

35.  Lackawanna 

36.  Lancaster 

37.  Lawrence,  t    

38.  Lebanon,     

39.  Lehigh 

■10.  Luzerne 

41.  Lycoming 

42.  McKean 

43.  Mercer 

44.  Mifflin 

45.  Monroe 

46.  Montgomery 

47.  Montour 

4S.  Northampton 

49.  Northumberland,     . 
60.  Perry 

51.  Pike 

52.  Potter 

53.  Schuylkill 

54.  Snj'der 

55.  Somerset 

56.  Sullivan 

57.  Susquehanna 

58.  Tioga 

59.  Union. 

60.  Venango 

61.  Warren,     

62.  TVashington 

63.  Wayne 

64.  TVestmoreland, 

65.  Wvoming 

66.  York 

Total    (county). 


169 
338 
302 
170 
267 
312 
160 
378 
250 
256 
269 
28 
97 
213 
303 
21 J 
32i 

rs 

166 
320 
185 
ISO 

94 
108 
250 
328 

69 
240 

77 
206 
20O 
256 
250 

98 
120 
470 
149 
161 
209 
305 
237 
159 
240 

90 
115 
231 
"46 
213 
159 
155 

68 
166 
296 
100 
281 

84 
243 
293 

88 
192 
176 
335 
180 
459 
111 
419 


194 
1,434 
oSO 
247 
338 
450 
24G 
520 
S5S 
3C2 
455 

60 
213 
f09 
413 
2GS. 
473 
ICO 
292 
3f3 
257 
294 
iOl 
232 
3^8 
689 

92 
295 

82 
238 
244 
347 
362 
117 
248 
593 
190 
236 
329 
720 
328 
260 
318 
152 
152 

47 
311 
215 
189 

79 
253 
594 
127 
398 
110 
316 
408 
105 
252 
310 
638 
230 
822 
156 
509 


155 
378 
298 
150 
200 
287 
149 
2C6 
227 
229 
236 

28 
1S7 
170 
303 
203 
EOO 
159 
160 
302 
ISO 
171 

94 
104 
240 
268 

64 


1S2 
1F4 
200 
250 
9G 
06 
451 
149 
160 
204 
260 
210 
140 
231 
75 
110 


2^9 

lri4 

155 

60 

96 

258 

99 

244 

81 

227 

205 

S3 

1S6 

174 

314 

115 

451 

104 

278 


3 

82 
87 
240 

'  i 

238 


35 

182 
36 
23 
31 

151 
24 

150 

119 
56 

246 
30 
12 

148 
42 
13 
27 
59 

130 
6 
98 

119 

2C6 
24 

'436 

28 
S3 

14 

44 
81 
29 
IS 
20 

1?9 
10 

105 

216 

493 

lOS 
33 
93 
71 
42 

244 
1 

15 
85 
46 
12 
PS 

S74 
31 
61 
6 
90 

108 
31 
60 
16 
57 
6 

448 
6 

167 


176 
1,434 
376 
247 
338 
510 
246 
360 
336 
276 
108 

"iie 

299 
413 

251 
353 
158 
262 
378 
250 
283 
258 
220 
330 
653 

49 
295 

82 
174 
224 
347 
356 
112 
112 
COS 
190 
233 
325 
325 
300 
260 
312 
148 
150 
437 

47 

'"isi 

189 
f4 
164 
f90 
127 
375 
49 
202 
344 
104 
236 
308 
638 
169 
S22 
130 
509 


102 
465 
324 
178 
265 
160 
ITS 
278 

95 
262 
361 

45 
140 
182 
157 
269 
355 

73 

no 

203 

87 

218 

56 

97 

218 

525 

76 

153 

81 

224 

197 

265 

243 

SO 

69 

333 

205 

116 

no 

323 
2C8 

52 
242 
106 
106 
171 

2S 
112 
151 
125 

87 
151 
277 

73 
365 

66 
197 
206 

93 
207 
211 
369 
122 
576 

75 
343 


10 
50 
89 
52 
89 

101 
52 
82 
2S 

125 
74 
13 
35 

103 
18 
76 

136 
36 
52 
73 
13 
6D 
14 
21 
60 

248 
3 
28 

"86 
60 

168 
82 
26 
24 
55 
35 
27 
33 

121 
11 
6 
7.-, 
12 
21 
45 
6 

100 
28 
62 
20 
36 

157 
37 

167 
IS 
91 

107 
12 
99 
41 

159 
64 

1!2 
22 
97 


13,S03   21,425   192   12,515  1,154   7S1  6,047   18,737   12,597  1,065   4,091 


*This  report  was  made  out  by  Supt.  B.  C.  Lamberson,   who  succeeded  C.  E.  Barton,   deceased, 
tSupt.  W.  L/.  Gilmore  succeeded  R.  G.  Allen.     Report  incomplete. 
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Teachers. 


34 
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89 
C5 
79 
85 
33 
58 
66 
f9 
75 
9 
25 
66 
120 
39 
73 
25 
46 
63 
41 
6) 
23 
20 
SO 
100 
22 
45 


67 
40 
80 
40 
25 
5? 
ICO 


92 
500 
251 
156 
224 
158 
155 
250 
91 
199 
282 
31 
97 
185 
105 
184 
323 
51 
101 
208 
65 
163 
50 
77 
190 
405 
53 
105 
61 
163 
160 
214 
243 
56 
56 
317 


33 
150 
40 
50 
53 
14 
3S 
101 
11 
20 
55 
12 
9 
33 
20 
19 
53 
41 
28 
74 
22 
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60 
61 
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26 
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13 
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ISl 
1,429 
380 
30O 
3.36 
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246 
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361 
430 
417 
60 
208 
234 
424 
132 
476 
160 
312 
3D3 
250 
283 
258 
491 
343 
275 
92 
328 


223 
222 
340 
300 
112 
250 
E52 

2-23" 
326 
714 
2?4 
258 
268 
145 
152 
437 
47 
311 
220 
1S9 

236 
567 
127 
305 
176 
315 
315 
104 
237 
245 
487 
227 
SOS 
114 
666 


3,316      10,399       2.434       2.520       5,117  617 


20.257  15,254 
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282 
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303 
313 
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159      
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THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARIES. 

1.  Alleg-heny   Theological   Seminary,    .. 

2.  Crozer   Tlieological    Seminary,    

3.  Divinity    School    of    the    Protestant 

Episcopal   Church. 

4.  Lutheran   Theological   Seminary,    ... 

5.  Meadville  Theological  School 

6.  Moravian   Theological   Seminary,    ... 

7.  Reformed   Presbyterian   Theological 

Seminary. 

8.  School    of    Theology,    Ursinus    Col- 

lege. 

9.  St.    Vincent   Seminary,    

10.  Susquehanna  University,    Theologi- 

cal   Seminary. 

11.  The  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary, 

12.  Theological    Seminary    of    the    Re- 

formed  Church,    U.    S. 

13.  Theological  Seminary  of  St.   Charles 

Boromeo. 

14.  Theological     Seminary    of    the    Re- 

formed  Episcopal   Church. 

15.  Theological     Seminary    of     the    Re- 

formed    Presbyterian     Church     in 
North  America. 

16.  Western   Theological   Seminary 

MEDICAL   COLLEGES. 

1.  Hahnemann  Medical   College 

2.  Jefferson   Medical  College,    •. 

3.  Medical   Department  of  U.  of  Pa.,.. 

4.  Medico-Chirurgical   College,    

5.  Philadelphia   Polyclinic   and    College 

for  Graduates  in  Medicine. 

6.  W.   U.   of  Pa.,    Medical  Department, 

7.  Woman's   Medical   College   of   Penn- 

sylvania. 


Allegheny Allegheny,     . 

Upland Delaware.     .. 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Mt.    Airy Philadelphia, 

Meadville,     Crawford,     .., 

Bethlehem Northampton, 

Allegheny Allegheny,    .. 

Philadelphia Philadelphia. 

Germantown Philadelphia, 

Selinsgrove,     Snyder 


Gettysburg Adams 

Lancaster Lancaster, 

Overbrook Montgomei-y, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Allegheny.     Allegheny,     . 


Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 

1818  Lombard Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg Allegheny. 

N.    Col.    Ave    &   21st  Philadelphia, 
St. 

COLLEGES  OP  PHARMACY. 

1.  Department    of    Pharmacy,    Medico- Philadelphia, 

Chirurgical. 

2.  Philadelphia    College   of    Pharmacy,    145  N.  15th  St Philadelphia. 

3.  Pittsburg  College  of  Pharmacy Pittsburg Allegheny,     . 

DENTAL   COLLEGES. 

1.  Department  of  Dentistry,   U.  of  Pa Philadelphia 

2.  Department    of    Dentistry.     Medico-  Philadelphia     Philadelphia,' 

Chirurgical. 

3.  Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Sur-  nth    &    Clinton    St..  Philadelphia, 

gery.  Philadelphia. 

4.  Philadelphia  Dental  College nth    &    Clinton    St.,  Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia. 

5.  Pittsburg  Dental  College,    W.   U.   of  Pittsburg Alleghenv,      . 

Pa. 

VETERINARY   MEDICINE. 

1.  Department  of  Veterinary  Medicine 

U.  of  Pa. 


1867  1867 

1862  1862 

1864  1893 

1844  1846 

1807  1863 
1856 

1870 

1S68  1851 

1858  1858 

1826  1827 

1825  1831 


1825   1827 


1S48  1S48 

1S25  1838 

1765  1753 

1880  1867 

1882  1883 

1S85  1885 

1850  1850 


1860   1867 


1821 

1878 

1822 
1878 

1878 
1897 

1856 

1856 

1862 

1863 

1896 

1896 

Philadelphia, 


LAW   SCHOOLS. 

1.  Dickinson   School   of   Law 

2.  U.   of  Pa.,   L.aw  Department 

a.  W.  U.   of  Pa.,   Law  Department, 

COLLEGES   AND  UNIVERSITIES. 

I.Albright    College,     

2.  Allegheny  College,    


Carlisle rumberland. 

Philadelphia Philadelphia, 


Pittsburg Allegheny, 


Myerstr.wn, 
Meadville, 


Lebanon, 
Crawford, 


3.  Beaver   College 

4.  Bryn   Mawr 

5.  Bucknell    University 

6.  Central  Hijrh  School 

7.  Dickinson   College 

8.  Franklin   and  Marshall  College, 

9.  Geneva  College 

10.  Grove   City   College 

11.  Haverf ord    College 


Beaver Beaver 

Bryn    Mawr i\Tontgomery. 

Lewisburg.     TTnion 

Philr.delphia Philadelphia, 

Carlisle i^umberland, 

Lancaster T,ancaster,    . 

Beaver   Falls Beaver 

Grove   City,    Mercer 

Haverf  ord Delaware,     . 


1S34 
1790 


ISST 

ISiii 

1S15 

1817 

1S53 

1872 

1SS5 

ISSO 

1846 

1846 

1S39 

1838 

1783 

1783 

1852 

1852 

1849 

1879 

1876 

1879 

1833 

1830 
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Religious   Denomination. 


Official  Title  of  Officer 
In  Charge. 


Name  of  President,   Principal  or 
Superintendent. 


United    Presbyterian,    President James  A.  Grier,  D.  D.,   LL.  D. 

Baptist President Henry  G.   Weston,    D.   D.,    JJU   u. 

Protestant  Episcopal Dean William   M.    Groton,    S.   T.   D. 

Lutheran Dean Henry  E.   Jacobs,   D.   D.,   LL.   D. 

Unitarian President.     Franklin  C.  Southworth,  S.  T.  B.,A.M. 

Moravian President.'     Augustus  Schultze,   D.   D.,   L.  H.  D. 

Reformed  Presbyterian,    Senior   Professor David  B.  Willson,    M.   D..   D.   D. 

Reformed • 


Roman    Cathiolic, 
Lutheran 


Lutheran President,     

Reformed,    President  of  Faculty, 


Dean James    I.    Good. 

Superior Very  Rev.  James  McGill,   V.  C.  M. 

President Rev.   Charles  T.   Alkens,    A.   M. 

J.    A.    Singmaster,    D.    D. 
Frederick  A.   Gast,   D.   D. 


LL.  D. 

Catholic,    Rector Rt.   Rev.  P.   J.   Garvey,   D.   D. 

Reformed  Episcopal Chairman  of  Faculty,    ..   John  D.   Wilson,    D.   D. 

Reformed   Presbyterian Dean,     Rev.    David  Steele,   D.   D.,    LL.   D. 


Presbyterian, 


President Rev.  David  Gregg,   D.  D.  LL.  D. 


Dean Herbert  L.   Northrop,    M. 

Dean]     James  W.    Holland. 

Dear]     Charles  H.   Frazier,   A.   B. 

Dean',     Henry  F.    Walton. 

Superintendent Maud   Banfield. 

Dean J-    C.    Lange,    M.    D. 

Dean,     Clara  Marshall,   M.  D. 


President Henry  F.  Walton. 


President, 
Dean,     ... 


Howard  B.   French,    Ph.   G. 
Julius  A.   Koch,   Ph.   D..   So.  D, 


Dean, 
Dean, 

Dean, 

Dean, 

Dean, 


Edward  C.    Kirk. 

I.  N.  Broomell,   D.  D.   S. 

Wilbur  F.   Lltch,    M.   D.,    D.  D.   S. 

Leo  Greenbaum,   M.   D.,    D.   D.   S. 

H.    E.   Friesell,    D.   D.   S. 


I>ean      Leonard  Pearson,  B.   S.,  "V.  M.  D. 


Dean, 

Non-Sectarian Dean, 


William  Trickett,    LL.   D. 

William  Draper  Lewis,   B.   S.,   LL.  B. 

Ph.   B. 
Hon.  John  D.  Shafer,   LL.   D. 


United    Evangelical President, 

Methodist    Episcopal President, 

Methodist    Episcopal President, 

Undenominational President, 

Baptist,    President, 

President, 

Undenominational President, 

Reformed President, 

Reformed  Presbyterian,    President, 

President, 

Friends President, 


James  Daniel  Woodring,    A.   M..   D.   T>. 
Rev      William    H.     Crawford,     D.     D., 

LL.    D. 
Rev.   Geo.  D.   Crissman,   Ph.  D. 
M.    Carey   Thomas,    Ph.    D. ,    LL.    D. 
John  Howard  Harris,   Ph.  D.,   LL.  D. 
Robert   Ellis   Thompson,    S.    T.   D. 
G«o    Edward  Reed,    S.  T.   D..   LL.  D. 
Rev.    John    S.    Stahr,    Ph.    D.,    D.    D.. 

LL.   D. 
W.   P.   Johnston. 

Isaac  C.  Ketler,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Isaac    Sharpless,     Sc.    D..     L.     H.    D., 

LL.   D. 
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Name   of   Institution. 

City  or  Town. 

County. 

0 

rt  0 

Q 

a 
Q 

12.  Juniata    College 

13.  Lafayette  College 

14.  Lebanon  Valley  College 

15.  Lehigh   University 

18.  Moravian    College    and    Theological 

Seminary. 

17.  Muhlenberg  College 

18.  Pennsylvania    College 

19.  Pennsylvania  Military  College 

20.  Pennsylvania   State   College 

21.  St.  Vincent  College  and  Seminary,.. 

22.  Susquehanna   University 

23.  Swarthmore   College 

24.  Thiel    College,     

25.  University   of  Pennsylvania 

26.  Ursinus   College 

27.  The   College   of   St.    Thomas 

28.  Washington  and  Jefferson 

29.  Waynesburg  College 

30.  Western  University  of  Pennsylvania, 


Huntingdon 

Easton 

Annville,     

South    Bethlehem, 
Bethlehem 


Allentown,     .. 
Gettysburg,     . 

Chester 

State    College, 
Beatty 


Westminster   College, 
Wilson   College 


Selinsgrove,     

Swarthmore 

Greenville 

Philadelphia 

Collegeville 

Villanova     

Washington 

Waynesburg 

Allegheny  and  Pitts- 
burg. 
New  Wilmington,    ., 

Chambersburg,     


Huntingdon 1876  1896 

Northampton 18?2  1826 

Lebanon 1866  1867 

Northampton I860  1S66 

Northampton,     1807  1863 

Lehigh 1867  1867 

Adams 1832  1832 

Delaware 1858  1862 

Centre 1859  1855 

Westmoreland 1846  1870 

Snyder 1894  1894 

Delaware.     1869  1864 

Mercer 

Philadelphia 1740  1753 

Montgomerv 1869  1869 

Delaware 1842  1848 

Washington 1787  1787 

Greene 1S50 

Allegheny 1819  1819 

Lawrence 1852  1852 

Franklin,     1870  1869 
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Religious    Denomination. 


Official   Title    of   Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name  of  President,    Principal   or 
Superintendent. 


Brethren President J.   Hai-\'ey  Bumbaugrh,   A.  M. 

Presbyterian President Ethell>ert   D.   Warfleld,    D.    D..    LL.    D. 

United   Brethren     President Rev.    A.    B.    Tunlihouser,    B.    S. 

Non-Sectarian President Henry  S.   Drinker,   E.   M.,   LL..   D. 

Moravian President,     Augustus  Schultsie,    D.   D. ,    L.    H.    D. 

Lutheran President John  A.    W.   Haas,    D.   D. 

Lutheran President S.   G.   Hefeltwwer,    D.    D. 

Non-Sectarian Colonel Charles  Eliot  Hyatt,   C.   C. 

Undenominational Vice    President J-    P.   Welsh,   Ph.   D. 

Roman    Catholic President Rt.    Rev.    Leander   Schnerr,    D.    D.,    O. 

S.   B. 

Lutheran President,     Rev.   Charles  T.   Aikens,   A.   M. 

Friends President,     Joseph    Swain,    B.    L..    M.    S. ,    LL.    D. 

Non-Sectarian Provost Charles  C.   Harrison,    LL.    D. 

Reformed President, 

Catholic President L.   A.   Delurey.   D.   D. ,   O.   S.   A. 

Undenominational Principal.    James    Noble    Rule,    M.    S. 

Presbvterian Acting    President Jacob  F.   Beecher,    M.    S. 

Non-Sectarian Chancellor Rev.   Samuel  Black  McCormick,   D.  D., 

LL.    D. 
United   Presbyterian President Robert      McWalty      Russell,      D.      D.. 

LL.   D. 
Presbyterian President Matthew  Howell  Reaser,    Ph.   D. 
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OFFICIAL  DOCUMENT, 


No.  5. 


PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  OFFICERS. 


DECEMBER  23,  1907. 


Suj>erintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
Nathan  C.  Schaeffer. 


Deputy   Superintendents. 
A.  D.  Gi.ENN  and  Rekd  B.  Teitrick. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department. 

R.  M.  McNeal,  Financial  Clerk,  U.  G.  Pry,  Statistical  Clerk. 

H.  H.  Fleisher,  Recording  Clerk,         J.  O.  Knauss,  Messenger. 


Stenog7'aphers  and  Type-writers. 

Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds, 
Miss  Edith  L.  Breitinger. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 

Principal. 

Postofflce. 

First      

George  M.  Philips 

West  Chester. 

Second,    

E.  O.  Lyte 

Millersville. 

Third 

A.  C.  Rothermel 

Kutztown. 

Fourth 

E.  L.   Kemp,    

E.  Stroudsburg. 

Fifth,    

Andrew  Thomas  Smith 

Mansfield. 

Sixth 

D.  J.  Waller    Jr 

Bloomsburg. 

Seventh,     

Samuel  A.  Martin,   

Shippensburg. 

Eighth 

J.  R.  Flickinger,   

Lock  Haven. 

Ninth,    

James  E.   Anient,    

Indiana. 

Tenth,    

T.  B.  Noss 

California. 

Eleventh 

Twelfth,    

Albert  E.  Maltby,   . .   

John  F.  Bigler,    

Slippery  Rock. 
Edinboro. 

Thirteenth 

J.  George  Becht,   

Clarion. 
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County. 


Name. 

(Commissions    expire    June 
1,    1908.) 


Adams H.  Milton  Roth,   ... 

Allegheny ,     Samuel  Hamilton , 

Armstrong ;  Miles  A.  Alilliron,    . 

Beaver ,  Andrew  Lester,    ... 

J.  Anson  Wright,    . 

Eli  M.  Rapp,    

T.  S.  Davis,    

H.   S.   Putnam,    

J.   M.  Shelley 

R.    S.    Penfield,     ... 

Herman  T.  Jones, 

Mattie  M.  Collins, 

James  J.  Bevan,    .. 

David  O.  Etters,    .. 

G.   W.   Moore 

L.  L.  Himes,    

William  E.  Tobias, 

Ira  N.    McCloskey, 


Postoffice. 


Salary. 


Bedford, 
Berks,     .. 
Blair,    ... 
Bradford, 
Bucks,    .. 
Butler,    .. 
Cambria, 
Cameron, 
Carbon,    ., 
Centre,  .. 
Chester, 
Clarion,   ., 
Clearfield, 
Clinton,    ., 

Columbia,    l  W.  W.   Evans,    .. 

Crawford,    John  D.  Goodwin, 

Cumberland,    J.  Kelso  Green,    . 

H.  V.  B.  Garver, 

A.  G.  C.  Smith,    . 

J.  W.   Sweeney,    . 

Samuel  B.  Bayle, 


Dauphin, 
Delaware, 

Elk 

Erie,    

Fayette Clement  G.  Leweilvn, 

Forest,   D.  W.   Morrison,    .. 

Franklin,    L.  F.  Benchoff,   .... 

Fulton I  B.    C.   Lamberson,* 

Greene j.  c.  Stewart 

Huntingdon,   J.   G.  Dell,    

Indiana J.T.Stewart 


Jefferson, 

Juniata,    

Lackawanna, 
Lancaster,  ... 
Lawrence,    ... 

Lebanon,    

Lehigh,    

Luzerne, 


L.  Mayne  Jones, f 

H.  C.  Klinger,   

J.   C.   Taylor 

M.  J.  Brecht 

W.  Lee  Gilmore,± 
John  W.  Snoke,   . . 

Alvin  Rupp,    

Frank  P.  Hopper, 


Lj^coming,    I  Gardner  B.  Milnor,    .. 


McKean, 

Mercer 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery,    . . .. 

Montour 

Northampton,    .. 
Northumberland, 

Perry,     

Pike 

Potter,    

Schuylkill 

Snyder,    

Somerset 

Sullivan 

Susquehanna,    .. 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango , 

Warren 

Washington,     .. ., 

Wayne,    

Westmorelnad,    .. 

Wj'^oming,    

York 


Burdette  S.  Bayle, 
Frederick  F.  Foltz,    . 
James   F.   Wills,    ... 

Frank  Koehler,    

J.  Horace  Landis,  .. 
Charles  W.  Derr,  .. 
George  A.  Grim,    .. . 

W.  W.  Fetzer 

Samuel  S.  Willard, 
Lucian  Westbrook, 
Otis  A.  Kilbourn.    .. 
Livingston   Seltzer, 
Geo.  W.  Walborn,    . 

D.  W.  Seibert 

J.  E.  R.  KiUgore,  .. 
Geo.  A.  Stearns,  ... 
W.  R.  Longstreet,    . 

D.  P.  Stapleton 

Dallas  W.  Armstrong 
Orlo  J,  Gunning,    ... 

Frank  R.  Hall,    

D.  L.  Hower,    

R.  C.  Shaw,    

Frank  H.  Jarvis,   

Charles  W.  Stine,   .., 


Gettysburg $1 ,  500  00 

Braddock 8,500  00 

Kittanning,    2,000  00 

Beaver   Falls 1,800  00 

Bedford 1,768  00 

Hamburg 2,000  00 

Altoona,     1,800  00 

Towanda 2,500  00 

Doylestown 2,200  00 

Butler 1,712  00 

Ebensburg 2,000  00 

Emporium 1,500  00 

Mauch   Chunk,    2,100  00 

State   College 1,684  00 

Ercildoim,     2,500  00 

Clarion 1,618  00 

Clearfield,     2,000  00 

Lock  Haven,   1,600  00 

Bloomsburg 2,000  00 

Meadville 1,942  00 

Carlisle 1,594  00 

Middletown 2,000  00 

Media 2,000  00 

Saint  Marys,    2,000  00 

Fairview 2,000  00 

Brownsville,    2,500  00 

Tionesta,    1,500  00 

Chambersburg,      1,686  00 

McConnellsburg,     ..,  1,200  00 

Jefferson 1,574  00 

Huntingdon,    1,564  00 

Indiana,   2,000  00 

Brookville,    2,100  00 

Liverpool 1,060  00 

Scranton,    3,500  00 

Lancaster 2,500  00 

New  Castle 1,500  00 

Lebanon 1,700  00 

AUentown,    1,800  00 

Wilkes-Barre,    4,000  00 

Muncy 2,000  00 

Smethport 1,700  00 

Mercer 1,714  00 

Belleville 1,500  00 

Gilberts 1,300  00 

Norristown,    2,500  00 

Washingtonville,    ...  1,500  00 

Nazareth,    1,684  00 

Sunbury,    1,550  00 

New  Bloomfield 1,450  00 

Matamoras 1,500  00 

Coudersport 1,600  00 

Pottsville 3,000  00 

Freeburg 1,125  00 

Somerset 2,000  00 

Dushore 1,200  00 

Kingsley,    1,686  00 

Mansfield 2,000  00 

Lewisburg 1,015  00 

Franklin 1,566  00 

Warren 1,698  00 

Washington 2,000  00 

Honesdale 1.600  00 

Greensbth-g,     3,500  00 

Tunkhannock 1,600  00 

York 2,000  00 


•B.  C.  Lamberson  appointed  to  succeed  Chas.   E.  Barton,   who  died  May  12,  1907 
TL.    Mayne  Jones   appointed   to   succeed    R.    B.   Teitrick,    who   was  appointed   Deputy  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,   May  7,  1907. 

tW.  Lee  Gilmore  appointed  to  succeed  R.  G.  Allen,   who  resigned  June  1,  1907. 
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City,     Borough     or 
Township. 
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Allegheny 

Allentown 

Altoona 

Arclibald 

Ashland 

Bangor 

Beaver  Falls 

Bethlehem 

Braddock,    

Bradford 

Bristol,    , 

Butler,   

Carbondale,    

Carlisle 

Chambersburg 

Cheltenham    township 
(Montgomery  Co.),  . 

Chester 

Coal  township  (North- 
umberland Co.) 

Coatesville 

Columbia 

Conshohocken,  

Corry 

Danville 

Du  Bois 

Dunmore 

Easton 

Erie,    

Franklin 

Greensburg,    

Greenville 

Hanover,    

Harrisbnrg 

Hazleton,    

Hazle    township 
zerne  Co.),    

Homestead 

Huntingdon 

Jeannette 

Johnstown,    

Lancaster,   

Lansford,   

Lebanon,    

Lock  Haven,    

Lower     Merlon     tv.'p., 
(Montgomery  Co.),  . 

McKeesport,     

Mahanoy  City,    

Mahanoy         township 
(Schuylkill  Co.),    ... 

Meadville 

Middletown,    

Milton,   

Minersville 

Monessen,    

Mount   Carmel 

Nanticoke 

New  Brighton,    

New  Castle,    

Newport          township 
(Luzerne  Co.) 

Norristown 

Oil  City 

Old  Forge,   


John  Morrow Allegheny $4, 

Francis  D.  Raub I  Allentown 1, 

H.  J.  Wightman Altoona 2, 

Wm.  A.  Kelley Archbald 1, 

Wm.  C.   Estler Ashland 1, 

J.  W.  Gruver |  Bangor,    1, 

Edward  Maguire,    .'j  Beaver  Falls 1, 

F.  W.   Robbins Bethlehem,    1, 

Grant  Norris,    Braddock 2, 

E.E.Miller Bradford 2, 

Louise  D.  Baggs Bristol,    1, 

John  A.  Gibson Butler 2. 

Elmer  E.  Garr,    Carbondale,     1 

John  C.  Wagner.   Carlisle 1 

Samuel  Gelwix Chambersburg,    1 


000  00 
750  00 
40J  00 
140  00 
200  00 
200  00 
800  00 
800  00 
400  00 
600  00 
000  00 
500  00 
.500  00 
,400  00 
,200  00 


W    G    Cleaver  Elkins  Park,   1,600  00 

Thomas  S.  Cole,   Chester,     2,200  00 


Albert  Lloyd,   

William  T.  Gordon, 


Shamokin 1, 

Coatesville 1. 


(Lu- 


Daniel  Fleisher,    Columbia,    1 

Elmer  B.  Ziegler Conshohocken 1 

Virgil   G.  Curtis,    Corry.    1 

*D.   N.  Dieffenbacher,    .Danville 1 

J.  H.  Alleman Du  Bois 2 

Charles  F.  Hoban Dunmore,    1 

W.  W.  Cottingham Easton 2 

H.  C.  Missimer,    i  Erie,     3 

Chas.    E.    Lord Franklin 1 

Thomas  S.  March ,    I  Greensburg 2 

James  J.  Palmer,    j  Greenville 1 

J.  C.  Carey Hanover,     1 

F.   E.   Downes ,  Harrisburg,     2 

David  A.   Harman Hazleton,    2 


Joseph  B.  Gabrio, 
James  M.  Norris, 
E.  R.  Barclay,    ... 

T.  B.   Shank,    

James  N.  Muir,- Johnstown, 

R.  K.  Buphrle Lancaster, 


800  00 
500  00 
,600  00 
,500  00 
,600  00 
,200  00 
,000  00 
,600  00 
,000  00 
,400  00 
.800  00 
,100  00 
,600  00 
,200  00 
,.500  00 
,200  00 


Hazleton,    1.800  00 

Homestead 2,400  00 

Huntingdon 1,. 350  00 

JeannettP,     1.500  00 

2,500  00 

2.000  00 


Elmer  E.  Kuntz,   Lansford 1.200  00 

R.   T.  Adams Lebanon,    1,600  00 

T.M.Morrison Lock  Haven 1,100  00 

A.   Reist.    Rutt Ardmore 1,800  00 

Joseph  B.  Ritchey i  McKeesnort 2,700  00 

W.  N.  Ehrhart ,  Mahanoy  City 1,6.50  00 

i 

Daniel  F.   Guinan Mahanov  City 1,700  00 

U.G.Smith '  Me.-idville,     1,800  00 

H.  J.  Wicker Middletown,    l.OSO  00 

W.    A.    Wilson,    ATilton 1,500  00 

H.  H.  Snayd Minersville 1,.'00  00 

Robert  W.  Himelick,    ..[Monessen i  1,800  00 

Samuel  H.  Dean !  Mount  Carmel 1,500  00 

John  W.  Griffith,    Nanticoke 2.400  00 

Clyde  C.  Green,    New  Brisrhton,    1,700  00 

T.  A.  Kimes,    Newcastle 1,800  00 


H.  U.  Nyhart,    I  Glenlyon,     . 

A.   S.   Martin 'Norristown, 

Chas.  A.  Babrock.    Oil  City.    .. 

Francis  R.  Coyne Old  Forge, 


1..500  00 

2.2.'0  00 

2.. 500  00 

1,200  00 


•Daniel  N.  Dieffenbacher  elected  to  succeed  U.  L.  Gordy,  who  resigned  Sept.  1,   1907. 
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City,  Borough  and  Township  Superintende;nts — Continued. 


City,     Borough     or 
Township. 


Olyphant,     

Philadelphia 

Phoenixville,    

Pittsburg 

Pottstown,     

Pottsville 

Punxsutawney,    

Radnor  township 

(Delaware  Co.),    

Reading,   

Rochester,    

Scranton,    

Shamokin,    

Sharon 

Shenandoah 

Sheraden,     

South  Bethlehem 

South  Sharon,    

Steelton,    

Sunbury,     

Tamaqua,    

Tarentum,     

Taylor,     

Titusville,    

Tyrone 

Washington 

Waynesboro 

West  Chester,    

Wilkes-Barre,    

Wilkinsburg,    

Williamsport,    

York 


Name. 

(Commissions    expire    June 
1,     1M08.) 


M.  W.  Cummings,    

Martin  G.  Brumbaugh, 

Robert  E.  Laramy,    

Samuel  Andrews 

W.  W.  Rupert 

Stephen  A.  Thurlow,    . 
A.  M.  Hammeis 


Postoffice. 


Salary. 


Olyphant 1,200  00 

Philadelphia,    '  7,500  00 

Phoenixville j  1,500  00 

Pittsburg !  6,000  00 


Pottstown, 

Pottsville 

Punxsutawney, 


Charles  S.  Foos, 

Orrin  C.  Lester,    

George  W.  Phillips,    . 
Joseph  Howerih,    .... 

S.  H.  Hadley,    

J.   W.    Cooper,     

*Earl  W.  Reed,    

Owen  R.  Wilt 

C.   G.   Canon,    

L.  E.   McGinnes,    

Ira  Shipman,    

Robert  F.  Ditchburn, 

A.  D.  Endsley 

M.  J.  Lloyd 

Henry    Pease, 

I.  C.  M.  Ellenberger,    ..j  Tyrone, 
William   Krichbaum,    ..Washington, 

J.  H.  Reber Waynesboro , 

Addison  L.  Jones,    West  Chester, 

James  M.  Coughlin |  Wilkes-Barre, 


1,500  00 
1,800  00 
1,800  00 


George  H.  Wilson,    Wayne 1 

Reading |    3 

Rochester 1 

Scranton,    3 

Shamokin,    2 

Sharon,    1 

1 
1 
1 
1 


J.  L.  Allison,  .. . 
Charles  Lose,  .. . 
Atreus  Wanner, 


Shenandoah, 
Sheridanville,     ... 
South  Bethlehem, 
South  Sharon,    ... 

Steelton,     2 

Sunbury '    1 

Tamaqua,    j    1 

Tarentum i    1 

Taylor i    1 

Titusville j    2 

1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 


Wilkinsburg, 
Williamsport, 
York 


,900  00 
,000  00 
,500  00 
,500  00 
,000  00 
,800  00 
,800  00 
,800  00 
,500  00 
,300  00 
,250  00 
,500  00 
,500  00 
,600  00 
,205  00 
,100  00 
,400  00 
,100  00 
,300  00 
,500  00 
,500  00 
,500  00 
,200  00 
,000  00 


*Earl  W.   Reed  elected  to  succeed  F.   L.  Hannum,   who  resigned  June 


1907 
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Adams, 

Allegheny, 

Armstrong, 

Beaver,     

Bedford, 

Berks,    

Blair,     

Bradford.     . . 

Bucks 

Butler,    

Cambria, 
Cameron, 
Carbon,     . . . . 

Centre,    

Chester,  . . . . 
Clarion,  . . . . 
Clearfield,  . . 
Clinton,  . . . . 
Columbia,  . . 
Crawford,  . . 
Cumberland, 
Dauphin,  . . , 
Delaware,     . . 

Elk,    

Erie 

Fayette,    

Forest,     

Franklin,     . . 

Fulton,    

Greene,     

Huntingdon, 

Indiana,    

Jefferson,    . . . 

Juniata,    

Lack?  wanna, 
Lancaster,  . . 
Lawrence,  . . 
Lebanon,  . . . 
I^high,  .... 
Luzerne,     . . . 


Written. 

Statistical. 

Page. 

Page. 

1 

282 

4 

286 

5 

294 

7 

298 

8 

302 

10 

306 

13 

310 

15 

312 

17 

316 

19 

320 

22 

324 

25 

328 

26 

330 

29 

332 

30 

336 

32 

340 

34 

344 

35 

348 

37 

352 

40 

356 

41 

360 

44 

364 

46 

368 

48 

372 

52 

374 

53 

378 

54 

382 

55 

384 

57 

386 

58 

388 

59 

390 

61 

394 

63 

398 

65 

402 

66 

404 

69 

408 

71 

412 

72 

414 

73 

416 

76 

418 
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COUNTIES.  Written.    Statistical. 

Page.  Page. 

Lycoming,     77  422 

McKean,     80  426 

Mercer,     82  428 

Miffilu 83  432 

Monroe,    86  434 

Montgomery,    88  436 

Montour,    90  440 

Northampton,    91  442 

Northumberland,    92  446 

Perry,    94  450 

Pike 97  452 

Potter 99  454 

Schuylkill 100  458 

Snyder,   102  462 

Somerset,   103  464 

Sullivan, 105  468 

Susquehanna,    107  470 

Tioga 110  474 

Union 112  478 

Venango,   114  480 

Warren,    116  484 

Washington 118  488 

Wayne 124  492 

Westmoreland,    126  494 

Wyoming 129  498' 

York,  133  502: 
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Allegheny,     137 

Allentown,     137 

Altoona,    139 

Archbald,     141 

Ashland,     141 

Bangor,    142 

Beaver  Falls,   143 

Bethlehem,    147 

Braddock,    148 

Bradford,   150 

Bristol, 151 

Butler 151 

Carbondale, 260 

Carlisle 152 

Chambersburg 153 

Cheltenham  tow^nship  (Montgomery  Co.),  154 

Chester,    155 
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Page. 

Coal  township  (Northumberland  Co.) 156 

Coatesville,   ,5^ 

Columbia,    jrg 

Conshodocken,     jgQ 

c°^^y ^''"^"'::;;:::::;::::;'!:!::      m 

Danville,    ,„. 

^  164 

Du  Bois,  ,gg 

Dunmore,    ,pg 

Easton,   ,.._ 

_   .  1d7 

^"^ 170 

Franklin 

Greensburg ' 

Hanover 

Harrisburg,   

Hazleton,   

Hazle  township  (Luzerne  Co.),  .„„ 

Homestead,   

Huntingdon,    

Jeannette,    

,  ,      , 180 

Johnstown,    

Lancaster,    

Lansford,  ■■■■^■■■■^^^^^^^^  186 

Lebanon,    

Lock  Haven,    

Lower  Merion  township  (Montgomery  Co.),  '  19Q 

McKeesport,    

Mahanoy  City,  

Mahanoy  township  (Schuylkill  Co.), '  ^  ^  igg 

Mead ville,    

Middletown,    

Milton,    ' '  ^  ^ "  ^ ' ! '  ^ '  ^ ! ! ' '  ^  ^ " ! ' '  ^ !  198 

Minersville,     

Monessen,    

Mount  Carmel,    

Nantlcoke 203 

New  Brighton, „._ 

^^^^^^"^'    206 

Newport  township  (Luzerne  Co.),  207 

Norristown,    

oncity :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 209 

OM  Forge,  '  ^lo 

Olyphant, " ' ' ' '  ^iq 

Phoenixville,    _^ 

Pittsburg,    2^^ 

Pottstown,     "  -^  _ 

_                                                        Zlo 

Pottsville „.- 

Zlo 

Radnor  township  (Delaware  Co.) 218 

Reading, 219 

Rochester, 226 

Scranton, 228 

Shamokin 

^^^^°^' ••^'^^^^^^^^^!^';;!"::  ■■;;■':;      231 
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Shenandoah,   232 

South  Bethlehem,    233 

South  Sharon,   234 

Steelton, 236 

Sunbury,    237 

Tamaqua,    239 

Tarentum,    .- 240 

Taylor,    241 

Titusville,    242 

Tyrone,    243 

Washington,     244 

Waynesboro, 247 

West  Chester,   249 

Wllkes-Barre,    251 

Wilkinsburg,    254 

Williamsport,     256 

York,   259 
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Millersville,    262 
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Mansfield,    267 

Bloomsburg,     267 

Shippensburg,    268 

Lock  Haven 269 

Indiana,    270 

California,  271 
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Edinboro,     275 

Clarion,    277 
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